
ushie Declares 
Mitchell Distorted 
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OHAHA, April 24 (UPI) -
Senator Edmund S. Muskie 
criticized Attorney General John 
N. Mitchell today for "distort-
ing" remarks the Senator made 
in the controversy over alleged 
wiretapping by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation. 

The Maine Democrat, in Ne-
braska for a Jefferson-Jackson 
Day dinner at Lincoln, told re-
porters at an airport news 
conference: "I read in the paper 
this morning Mitchell said I 
deliberately distorted the facts. 

"He has deliberately distort-
toned my statement." the Sen-
ator said. "I don't even know 
if he has read it." 

In a speech last night in Cin-
cinnati, Mr. Mitchell referred 
to Mr. Muskie's charges that 
last year's Earth Day rally in 
Washington was under surveil-
lance by the F.B.I. Mr. Mitchell 
said that Mr. Muskie had twist-
ed facts for political advantage. 

Mr. Muskie told Indiana Dem-
ocrats last night at another 
Jefferson-Jackson Day event: "I 
don't use my phone as freely 
as I once did in Washington" 
because of the evidence of "ex-
cessive zeal" in surveillance by 
the F.B.I. 

"If I saw more of a display 
of concern on the part of the 
Attorney General to protect 
citizens, I'd be less concerned," 
he said today. 

"He discloses in every reac-
tion he takes his inconsidcracy 
to the privacy of American citi-
zens." Mr. Muskie said. "It 
makes me even more concerned 

!
about the threats to that pri-
vacy." 
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mmunists Blamed 
In Hoover Attack 
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Rep. Roger H. Zion (R-Ind.) 
charged yesterday that criti-
cism of FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover and other top law en-
dorcement officials was initi-
ated by Communists and 
picked up by the political far 
left. 

"The Communists have ev-
erything to gain by this line," 
said Zion, a member of the 
House Internal Security Com-
mittee, which has been prob-
ing Communist tactics here 
and abroad. 


