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House Republican Leader mittee ... so that congress 
3erald R. Ford defended the and the public will see it in 
FRI yesterday against charges black and white." 
)f impropriety in its electronic Herbert R. Rainwater, San 
surveillance in a criminal in- Bernardino, Calif., the corn-
vestigation that led to indict- mander of the Veterans of 
ment of Rep. John Dowdy CD- Foreign Wars also came to the 
Tex.) on bribery charges. 	defense of the FBI and 'direr- 

Ford told newsmen the sur. for J. Edgar Hoover. 
veillance in Dowdy's Capitol Rainwater said in a state-
offIce last year, Involving an ment that the same kmericans 
FBI in ferment with a hidden who have been "nibbling 
tape recorder, was authorized away" trying to destroy the 
by court order. And in a crimi- military are now attempting to 
nal investigation, said Ford, "I undermine and destroy the 
am not sure we should differ- FBI. 
entlate in a case like that be- Naming Sens. Edmund S. 
tween a citizen and a member Muskie, Edward M. Itennedy.  
of Congress." 	 George S. McGovern and Hu,  

Ford said that House Demo- bert Humphrey, he said 
trade Leader Hale Boggs, who "would-be presidential candi-
has charged FBI tapping, dates have, suddenly found it 
should present any evidence expedient to harrangue the 
he has "to a responsible corn- bureau and its director." 


