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The Federa.l Buleau of I.uvesugat!om
conducted a- surveillance-of Bertolt -
Brecht over a period of 13 years, tap-
ping his . telephone, getting- reports
from informants and obtaining private -

letters and telegrams, while amassing. -
" sociation,” Dr.

hardly any politically useful informa- .

tion .ahput the pla t's _all ed~
it ‘AcHvities. %n “F.B.I's

pursuit of Brecht was, anmrdins

James K. Lyon, chairman of the lnen-_
. ture department of the University of

California at San Diego, “both

comic -
and ominous" mdwnsmtwidmultf
».5+ gel, “‘on at least one occasion read re-

wg

paper delivered Thursday at the Inters- -
natffal’ Brecht Symposium, a' three-. .
day congress at the University of
Maryland. Scholars, authors, critics,

theatrical directors and film makzrs
are attending the symposium, spon-
sored by the National Endowment for
the Humanities, the International

~and N

rfact that J.
,E:ﬁmﬂuy Brecht knew about the bug~
according

eystone comed¥a.spect.
Information about the R.B.L.'s fileon .
Brecht was revealed by Dr. Lyon ina -
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. quotient in regard to Brecht's poh:ical
terary activities in American
-exile." He entitled his paper, “The
F.B.1. as Literary Historian:. The Fxle
. of Bertolt Brecht."
"Inltszealtoastabhshgumbyu-
Lyon said;’ the F.B.I.
tapped the playwright's. telephone, a
Edgar Hoov et‘"ordemd
e Los-Angeles field office to conceal.

and, to Dr. Lyon, took!
evasive measures, ‘‘In order to confuse,
-the F.B.1.,"" Brecht's wife, Helene Wei=

.cipes from a Polish cookbook dver
: to another friend who knew
?ﬁﬂsh."m:ol:cigﬂn:mmtmm
toy ov. 5, 1943,
- F.B.L diawnm“t-inmd the telephone sur-
veillance becam lt was “no lunger

. ‘productive.”

The “l'l.l'Ht dommenls" In t.he file,|
- Dr. Lyon said, are transcripts of two|
letters and a telegram to Brecht from|

Brecht Society and me Uniwr:ityol—- RuthBeﬂau.hismmaMwﬂabﬂ-

Maryland. i,

Dr. Lyon is one o! a number of’
scholars who in the last five years have -
gained access to selected documents in’
the voluminous 1,000-page F.B.1. fileon
the playwright, covering the period’
from 1943 until his death in 1956.

On the basis-of the information =

drawm from 428 pages of the file, Dr.
Lyon. concluded, '*‘In his associations
w1th American leftists Brecht must
have frustrated the F.B.L., for in their
file they are unable to conpect him to a
sirigleidentitiable member of  the
American Communist Party — all are
eithers Communists or fellow .
travelers.” At least three times the .

rator. They had -corresponded l
" ‘quently; - but -her - responses

. thought to have been lost. There is also|
nmﬁeihatBrachtsmtostaBeﬂaul

- when she was in the hospital “during

thementhmonthofherpreguancy byl
Brecht.” .. .>3Fiozh o

“Such intimate exprusions o! tm—'
demmamnotpnno!the image of|
- Bertolt Brecht which disciples and pub-/
lishers have cu.lﬂvated." Dr. Lyon

“While the Htenry historian can be
. grateful to the F.B.I. for preserving
- such documentary material,”” Dr. Lyon
.. concluded,. “'one must: also’ ask'if the
enormous amount of time, energy and

ize the Soviet leader as *‘the fithrer**-
and "'the czar,” who speaXs to the peo- -
ple “every day of the week with guns
and whips.” “The poems,” he said,

‘were written in 1956, right before-
Brecht’ sdeathinEastBethn.Tbeym-
alast:as:amenr..”

L

F.B.I. closed its case on Brecht for°  money spent . .. and all the efforts ex-
what Dr. Lyon cn]]ed “a lack of evi- ~ pended on this case were justified, not
dence.” to mention the moral and legal implica-.

"Becausethaﬂ]adnasmntaindata tions such an operation has. Certainly
that can be corroborated, as well as this file is one of the most expensive, |

documents which as sound pri- =~

not to sa lmusual.mamudem

rian will ever use.”, Dr..

2 Lymhashimsallusadtheﬁ!amprepa— ]

ration of an as-yet-unpublished book on
Brecht's years in America. .

Among. the other highlights of t.he
Brecht Symposium was the presenta-
::on of a paper entitled “Brecht’s Un-
gu ed Poems on Josef Stalin'’ by

hn Fuegj director of the compara--
tive literature program at the Univer--|
sity of Maryland and the author of the |
book ““The Essential Brecht.”

According to Mr. Fuegi, three unpub- |
lished poems, discovered among
Brecht's papers, demonstrate that,
contrary to popular belief, Brecht was
critical of Stalin. The poems character-
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