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B

y C
harles R

. B
abcock 

W
ashlniton P

eet S
taff W

riter 
In

 w
h
at is d

escrib
ed

 as a p
reced

en
t-

settin
g
 ag

reem
en

t, M
em

p
h
is o

fficials 
have signed a court settlem

ent prohib-
iting police spying on political groups. 

Ja
c
k
 N

o
v
ik

, a
n
 a

tto
rn

e
y
 fo

r th
e
 

A
m

erican
 C

iv
il L

ib
erties U

n
io

n
, said

 
y
esterd

ay
 th

at th
e settlem

en
t is th

e 
first o

f its k
in

d
 in

 th
e co

u
n
try

. T
h
e 

p
reced

en
t is im

p
o
rtan

t, h
e said

, b
e-

cause the A
C

L
U

 is involved in sim
ilar 

suits in several cities, including W
ash-

in
g
to

n
, D

.C
., C

h
icag

o
, H

o
u
sto

n
 an

d
 

D
etro

it, an
d
 h

as b
een

 w
o
rk

in
g
 to

 g
et 

o
th

er cities to
 p

ass o
rd

in
an

ces b
ar-

ring such intelligence-gathering. 
In

 th
e co

u
rt settlem

en
t, ap

p
ro

v
ed

 
T

u
esd

ay
 b

y
 U

.S
. D

istrict C
o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e 

R
obert M

. M
cR

ae Jr. in M
em

phis, the 
city

 d
en

ies an
y
 illeg

al activ
ities b

y
 its 

"d
o
m

estic In
tellig

en
ce u

n
it" in

 m
o
n
i-

to
rin

g
 c

iv
il rig

h
ts a

c
tiv

ists in
 th

e
 

1960s. 
B

u
t th

e city
 ag

rees n
o
t to

 en
g
ag

e in
 

any form
 of political intelligence-gath-

erin
g
 in

 th
e fu

tu
re. T

h
is in

clu
d
es p

ro
-

h
ib

itio
n
s ag

ain
st u

sin
g
 in

fo
rm

ers o
r 

tak
in

g
 p

h
o
to

s o
r licen

se n
u
m

b
ers o

f 
p
articip

an
ts at p

u
b
lic rallies. 

T
o ensure that such surveillance ac-

tiv
ities aren

't sh
ifted

 to
 an

o
th

er in
tel-

ligence unit, the city also agreed to re-
v
iew

 each
 crim

in
al in

v
estig

atio
n
 th

at 
m

ig
h
t to

u
c
h
 o

n
 F

irst A
m

e
n
d
m

e
n
t 

rights, according to the court order. 
A

rthur J. S
hea, deputy city attorney 

in
 M

em
p
h
is said

 in
 a telep

h
o
n
e in

ter- 

v
iew

 y
esterd

ay
 th

at th
e su

it w
as "a 

b
ack

lash
 fro

m
 th

e '6
0
s . . . W

e h
ad

 
o
rg

an
izatio

n
s, w

e d
id

n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
at 

th
ey

 w
ere d

o
in

g
. It w

as th
e d

u
ty

 o
f 

the police to m
ake sure. 

"H
indsight is alw

ays 20/20. W
e can 

see n
o
w

 th
ere w

ere tran
sg

ressio
n
s, 

b
u
t w

e w
ere try

in
g
 to

 m
ak

e su
re th

e 
city

 d
id

n
't b

u
rn

 d
o
w

n
 m

o
re th

an
 it 

did," he said 
"W

e agreed to do w
hat w

e've alw
ays 

been doing, follow
ing the law

." 
N

o
v
ik

 said
 h

e sid
e's d

em
an

d
s fo

r 
m

oney dam
ages w

ere dropped as part 
of the com

prom
ise settlem

ent. 
'e

 h
o
p
e
 th

is a
m

o
u
n
ts to

 a
n
 a

c
-

k
n
o
w

led
g
em

en
t b

y
 th

e city
 th

at' it's 
possible to have effective enforcem

ent  

of the crim
inal law

s w
hile avoiding at-

te
m

p
te

d
 in

te
rfe

re
n
c
e
 w

ith
 F

irst 
A

m
endm

ent activities," N
ovik said. 

T
h
e su

ti w
as filed

 tw
o
 y

ears ag
o
 o

n
 

b
eh

alf o
f p

o
liticial activ

ists in
 M

em
-

p
h
is, w

h
o
 ask

ed
 city

 p
o
lice fo

r th
eir 

files, o
n
ly

 to
 fin

d
 th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

 
d
estro

y
ed

 h
u
rried

ly
. 

T
h
ro

u
g
h
 d

ep
o
sitio

n
s o

v
er th

e n
ex

t 
several m

onths, how
ever, A

C
L

U
 attor-

neys established that dom
estic intelli-

g
en

ce u
n
it in

fo
rm

ers in
filtrated

 th
e 

lead
ersh

ip
 o

f m
an

y
 g

ro
u
p
s. T

h
e u

n
it 

collected m
aterial on a range of activ-

ities fro
m

 th
e K

u
 K

lu
x
 K

lan
 to

 th
e 

san
itatio

n
 w

o
rk

ers' strik
e th

at to
o
k
 

M
artin L

uther K
ing Jr. to M

em
phis in 

1968, N
ovik said. 


