J.E.doober's hysteria(?) 11/22/63; his errors and ignorance 1IN 3/17/y2 ;

In going over some of ny "subject" fides Dave Wrone made copies of 109060. 56, 87,
58 and 53. timed, all p.m., 2;2135:15; 1:43 and 4:01. Duve's chief interest was that befire
doover started dictating #his one of these memos to his top brass, Serial 52} )fe had con-
cluded and told RFK that they had captured the assassifié said "we" had the man. The FBI &

“did not have Uswald.

Mot remembering why I'd made extra copies of th%l records for duplicate filing I
read then again. 'I'lu:dhavo other importances. Une is that Hoover was wrong about just about
every fact he stated in the memos on what he had told RFK, James J. Ilo‘i{ley, Secret Service
Director, and Norbert Schlei, Assistant Diructgr, DJ Office of Legal Counsel. (Schlei was
preparing proclamations apparently to cover every contingency.)

That he would say the thing he not only said but would make a record of them when he
had to know first that he did not really know and second that at those carly times he did
not have to say anything as a matter of fact. lie did say that he "thought" they had the

p "
' man but nothing else is qualified in any way when one would think that normal care and

prudence would have iumpelled him not to be so unequivocal and to indicate that it was too
soon to be positiive about any information he reported.

I think that he did what I'u sure he'd have disciplined a special agent for doing
indicates that he was hysterical. We can only conjecture why. Two possibilities if not
ptobabilities are ‘thaﬁ ’hﬁé’ and the FOI's reputations would suffer and that he would have
been mxpected to have llneen able to prevent the assassination. (Which, had the assassin
been Uswald, would have been true.)

Ho tolfl Rowley that one of Rowley's agents had been killed.

He had the shobs Kor the 4th and $%h flours but not from the 6th. and by a Winchester
vifle, with Vinchester shedls fount, fhc, Mk /mw( on b g fin”

Rowley believed the assassination was by Cpban and Hexican "extremasts."

Hoover believed the Klan, the FPCU (Uswald was a "nut" niythn extreme pro-Fastro
crowd"); and Hoover said that "all assassins" are anarchists or Communists.

Hoover and Sehed-b=SehslSchlei referred repeated to assassins in the plural, or said
there had been a conspirucy. #ﬂ‘": od e fly l"’””e] [

lp said that two blocks %4}:@ TSHD Ogwald had shot at two cops, killing one.

He said that the TSBD was "filled with people watching the parade.”

He seid that for several duys the FBI had been getting reports of th:g"nxs against
JFK from Wdstern Union. at f_“.‘fﬁ-“— wii .

He reported what could be taken as fhone conversation about the assassination over-
heard by a VWoodner apartments phone opez"ntor. I recall no records reflecthing this.

If the FBI had gotten reports of threatyfrom WU I recall nothing in its or the Com-
mission's records indicating it reported them to the Commission.

'he memos refluct ighorance and very poor judgement itﬁnot also hysteria.
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l ellhd m. Jarion J, I‘onhr, Chlt{ of the &crd Smlcl. .
.~ to olfer our asylslance, Jadvised kix, Nowley that our Lallne Cflice .'-"‘.“-“‘_ i "
wis already In contact with the fecret Fervice In Dallaa and that we . N
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. MEMORAHUU:A FOR MR, TOLEON - ) sz,
MR, BELMONT =5 * -yt .

—— JEH:rm (}2) parg [i-23- &
BT : q£ e _

" MR, MOHR . ., 057l
MR, DE LOACH =" . ¢
' MR, EVANS @ ol ter==
JR, ROSEN - .07 -i.moT

MR, BULLIVAN - =t o W

i d v ,':A,',
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LEM -é'..' “ nn\ a\, ms:i

-2**..!99-.!? vorreswr )

“
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. . would rcndu every poetible arsletonce, .. . R .u__g_'___'.' -
3 e ' 1 cnmtlomd that one of the Fecret hrvicl agln!l reportedl;
kad been Mlled, and he eizted ha did not know this. ¥ told him I had 2 S
- asked the mame of the Becret Servize Agent killed bat 5t wan nol knm g
et 140ld M. Nowley thet apparently the shooting cams from - £ / '
$ the fourth floor of & bull'ing ari slirlls had been found in the bullding; ‘ )
thal thess were Winchesler ghclla = ppparently & Wlnehutcr rille was O
- lud. m that the bullding was unmdnd. . _ . -3. Fhalits Spon ]
il My, Rawlay staled be was aho thinking of subversive T7s . “""5‘".' .
ik elaments = Aiexico and Cuba. 1then wentloned the Klan slement, ‘; BVl
advised Mr. Rowley that one wilners stated he saw & Negro men lan LT
-« out awindow but laler this wao bt eonun:wd und un, o pot know - ' -
vhethullml'hncornhhck - . ..,‘___J IO JE
——— . _—=1101d Mr. Fowley the Muresn 'ould nndar dnry lssmanu. o
S— rwlq indicated our uclmnco would be walcorae apd (Hanked my.
Ao i . NG 2 - /a%/‘a--
‘{ BENT FROM D, O. v"’ Irnh youn, ' S
& *:——[EB 0V29 1963 ring 3200 V) T
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Jiaslatant Attornsy General Norbert A, Behlel, Cifice of

Legal Counsel, called,
a proclamation for uie

He stated bhe was
Ly the paw Uresident

tell hin whather I had any l.norwladge Re o what

tho Presldent.

Ho todlicatod Lhe

form of Lhe procla

L:ation might depend

drafting vaiioye lorms of # 25 .
and wonctered i Teould . . “ -
kind of people murdered

s e~

Z

._%h./-

on whether these were Laade.en, disappointled office seckers, repreeente
~ some polilical polnt of vlew, wers segregatioaist cisdmen, or just who
-.tbay were. e . . L g (..

1 told ¥'r. Echlel I1loight very probubly we bad in wstody - - T
* the man who killod the “regldent in Callas bul 1s bad not Hélinltely - RS
basn esiablished. 1advisod kr. Gchlel thal Lye HarveyCswald apent -~
goine years in Huuslo, althoagh ho wae born Amerlca; that he tried 7. °
- wnauccessiully to renounce s Araerican clllzenship; snd then came - s vr i
back here. Istated our T

o RO

. .,[..f.__' RN Bl

Al
- ]

utes a6t in Oswald came aboat from the fact
that be had been agsociated with the Falr Play for Cuba Commities) Ha®, s

. - thatl he was arrested in Hew Czleans some moolhs azo for handing ot ™~
"S- fenflots fn behhll of that conmittee, 1 told Mr, Echlel that Upwald was

= working in the Lullding from which the shots were fired; that we bave =

1 .- the rifla and 3 expty shelln foun4 in the building in which the man whg -

Tolown ewployed. Igald Cawald aprarently loft this bullding and a block or {..-" -
Sl —— w0 Bway two police officer s moved toward him, and for no good reason -
s ——1 he opaned fire oo thein sord killed one, §told Mr. 8chiel thal the pylice he

. m-:l- have Uswald In oustody snd we are inlerrogating him @t the present time, .
Deiewct —{ § gtated he would Le In the c2leanry of a nut and the exlrenliat pro-Lastro

erowd, B0l Ricgp 62/ TCE0 5.7

oortr — -3, " l-u to other ¥rosidento nssasainated, 1 lﬁdltll_ed l‘hpﬂ,mhﬂﬂ
e aim— cmcornlﬁﬂg&ho 01[5'1:3. I sinted llp Iﬂ.mﬂpd lla‘l&llnlufli of at

Condy e L ROOM cLETYPL DMIT
- JEH:rm

L]
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Meniorandun for Measrs. Tolron, Belmon!, Mohr, Norvember 82, 108)
o ad, Deloach, Evens, Flosen, Bulllvan -, . .0%. ir .. Wigoms i
.f):._“ :_-- e—- i " _.' ) s L . s A . 3 ) - 1) :r-‘; o
7.7 131 '] Presldent Trumaa was by Faerfo Ricans in the Watlonalist Party, which 5 ° .
R =77 1 was tbe same group who opened {ire in the Iiovse of Repressniztives trom =~
R T 1 T
NS Conceralng the assasuinalion of Fresldent M.c%inley, 1advised -

“ak o7 . Mar. Behlel (hat Colgosr, who hilled Fresident McKinley, was a stadent
. - of Exama Goldman and that § later proeecuted her for deportatlion from .2 ™.
. . (he Unlted Elalen, Jerld we ¢id not ¢alch up with Emma Goldinam entll * ", .
L1227’ 1019, when we rounded wp & group of noarchists and sent them back ta =t .-
SL 0 Rassla. 1 zelated that Czolgoss altended meetings at Goldraan's home 'z (2.
.~ inCbleago, where she had & meeting place for people with anarclist = St
i . views, 1 stated that Goldzan wae A well educated woman - sclf educated-* -

20 eoming from the swealzhopn ol the Kew York garment district; (hal ake 3. -

"% wrole oa many subjects and wrote wall, - ol Tt 0 AL
kil s an i ow . w ' et A ]
e "1 advised ¥z, Bchlel that slmost all assassine had some Imaglsary
b grievance, wsually of » polilical type = of elther the anarchiat viewpolal @r -
Ak  the comnmuniet viewpolnl, I s{atad the coon:unists did not conie Inlo the ° -
...+ picture unolil 1917, ' - A R P R
. oy " '§ 9218 Dawald, i he ware the wag, would be in the category =~ ~ . ..

"+ " of belng an extreme radical of the 16N; that he was & meuber of the Falr -
.. a-s . Play for Cuba Commlltee; that several of the leaders of Uile groap have .= ..

2700 been Indicted; but Lhat thig cino never was b leuder, 1ataled bhe wis bora

- aa American bat tried wnsuccesrfully to lose his American eitizenshlp; - .-

5 came back e this coantry tn 1002; made several trips to Lupa; wpon Ris =7
§ roturn each time we questioned hiz sbout what be went 1o Cuba forand , - -
o W .o arswered thal it wag none of our business, Isald his working iothis .. -

. particelar ballding where he was employed would lend credonce Lo the
ek facl that he may very Lirely hethewman, -, -~ . ST L AT

: 1advised hir. Grhilel that we have been getling leads fromall - ’
over the country. 1 sloted In Calliornia thers Is & story which kag some -
subsiance which we are running down that B man made 8 statementto . ;.
some woman 8! Leng Eeach that the Fresident would be asuapslonted lm

. e
B i

3 .. Dallaa today. o _ _ I T . -
,j..!r{...;‘ g . v gy ‘e ' . - .-"E"«_:‘-...’

\
by (
& L =) -
. [

S s L #1s0 advlatd tir. Schiel thal Westorn Unlod has broaghl
S ’-“ our silention talegrams contalping veiled threals to Lhe Fresident la
.gaw ;  pastsevera] dajya. - ; N R L

T

I
AT .
.

A

g wan | told him in criralnal crsse there are ﬂﬂ.yo- l;ur or five \p.'op.h .
_ .. wbo turs uwp who elalm to be gullty. Jetated] would think Qewald would =70 .

' ade "] _.."-_:; -
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" S " Memorandum for Mensrs. Tolson, Beluiord, Mohr, November l!, e

_®. DeLoach, Evans, Rosen, Bulllvam "2 "- 0 o .2 g —

« ey
L4 4 Vi

S T U PRt P s ., v . e By i"q"..':-.:“;'. '.‘-.‘,-:'-.-:-‘ 7'-,"'...\,"":"‘} _-‘!. :::‘.
“ '_ } '.';'.‘. . _-_' oo S o mee e, };-'_.': % 4 :_.‘ - o -'-.:_.' __1'.-":_-.. "".“..a;‘l'.. ’
‘' | bo the ema, 1staled oar Ageuts view bim as & not as he freeves wp 1:& Ry
withdraws Into hlmsol when he Ia belng questloned ag he dld this afternooa - -°
down 1a Dallax, I sald that much depends wpon the evidance 1o be oblalned; -
A that the rifle hay been hancled by dorens of people probably « the bullding . -
*"¢L was filled with people walching the parade; by the time they got lothe ...:.:
lz.t?‘-f'r‘ {111h floor, the rifle had boen dropped and thrown over inlo & cornsr) there ...
;’t}, was ladicatlon he was eallog [rled shicken sandwiches this afterncoa; wo .- .
hare Lo check Lhls oat and (Ind where he oblained the ghicken, - - -.¢: "."f.')‘;'

s
S . Istaled Ogwald is the principal suspect ia the case; we are = 7'
. trylnz to persuade him to sabuall to & polygraph exarmination; and g =~ . .- s
etk soon as the body arrives In WWashingloa, we will deterniine whather the -
. - tallels have baen taken oul becsuse we will peed that fn the trial of the ;
2 case 10 tie 1a with the emply shells found by the gun, T informed Mr, Echlel |

475 that at the hospltal 1a Vmliss they were oot cortala the Lullets had baea -

Pl s taken outj Lhat the body Is golng Lo be removed to Lhe Bethesda Kaval -0 -
ol = Hospital and, Uf the ballets are #till in the body, they will be reooved. . 0. )
S ba 2 - . . i e il B, e
B e - Blr. 8eble! siated 1 bad been very helplul and he appreciated

;l;- © - #t very much, Itold him, if we can be of any further heln, to ctll oo me, - -
—higa E - . . . i wo "

EE N SR
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1 called the Altorney boneml at hb bome and ldvlud hlm d
tho newsllash announcing thut the 'resident and Governor Conmally of ...

*‘i Texas bad been shot in L'allas, today, while touring Dallas tn anopen  _ .
— "~ car, and thet the first newsllarh indicated the shotwas belleved to h
4 Y . [fatal. Tho Altorney Genzral Iud nA previously been advised of lhll. *
o o) 3 1 ulud the Attorpey Genaral f thers was lny!h!ng we could
- ) . dowmi Lallas, Mo msked that we do whataver we could, and l tom bimwe -~ -
o "would get in touch with the tecrotl Fervice lhcrl. o e /
= }l . “l’. . % _ . W G W _... i s & .-_._--‘j:+' .‘.1.-:4 --..c'
: - . . ey iaw pRe
X BAC Bhanidin called from Pallas. Mr. Bhanlin advised that >
R lhn only information tha Leliae Ulfice had was from the radlo. #ccording - |
R Lo the radlo In Dallap, the (1esléent and the Governor wera shot at the - -
- \}\ corner of Elm and Comuierco ftreets in & inotor parade going out tothe , . ... -
« 4 place where they were to sprak. One wiiness seld a Negro man leaned | -
o out & window and made two rhote, and the police hava the whole bullding -
o surrvunded. The Fresident and the Goverhor had beon taken to "lrkllnd
T lloaplul and the President was bloedlng from the bead, ‘
R it s Inatructed BAC Fhanklin to get in touch wlth the Becrcl barv‘lco .
wx —/and offer assistance. dir. Ghanklin staled be had already doas so, Jalso . .
Calldm told Mr, Shnnkll.n to nlahllsh Ilclnon -m. the local police. - - = ”
g.“'u':.“:: i , - (ﬁ—/ofdff- _18 x
JEH I ’ G"'- . o :
. :'.'.'::-__ ul.mUV" 9 1953} ) P‘E : .j\. . 07NV RT 96
Vowttor oz % L ° X
Tols. Rews o -
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: o
= Memorendum for Messrs. Tolson, Dtlmonl, Mehr. llonmblr !!, lm
.t '.*: . .Conn'.d, Dobolcl, !unl, lwun, Sall.lm Aoy ‘h A ‘;,-:;:::?'

'y, et A'- W T __.l'_.,,",:'_'_' PPERIRRE L N
AR ! Mulud n to Ihe Governor's condlllm lnd Hr. l’hlnkl\l f"',,‘;'. )
lndlcnled they had not reporied on thls, I inquired about the Vice L,

l“"-

si2 7 Prasident aid Mr, Sbanklin sald the Vice President was in the parade - = *-
{8 bululdlmnnt ear, - I = ! T S
N L 1 A, '1.".‘_’ iR N e -;,-ms-:;-.'.-,.;,___‘_.;
Ay ' 07 ’- . ‘, Coad *_-'--.:1'-‘—.-"‘. ."-"“- O s uw-\ K _'. S . *a

%) u', L6017 GAC Shankila ealled sgata and stated the Prasitend wis 55 ury
poor condnm but mot ¢end. He sald they lud unod in lw prluu. T )

X Mr. Bhanklln related that the shots cams from the foarth uoor.
e slated the Dallag Cffice Is omintalning Ualson and has offered . — .:%..

:-“'::'-": mesielance. They ¢do nol knoxs whelher the shols were fired by a white - ;'

"i‘ '+ . persov or » colored person. The [irsl story was that a colored man .;-... .
i, leaned out of & window bet lhe: do mot know; they are searching the 'hoh
'-4:.;,‘;1..2. ballding. '_ o _:" i, _",', = g .-J AT
i S . ' Vi DA TR L IR B 1"’ __‘. .
ETH S ;" ' Mr. Bhanklin ldvlud that the Gcnrnor had been wten lo u e
Cia emergency operatlng roon and the Presldent was o the general ercergency
* room. Thae last report was thet tha Tresident was In very, ur) critieal
~ condition bt was slill alive. ; . V. N e i
nvye .'L!. ;

Mr. Shnklln inqulred If the Altorney General or layonc vbm” _

SR N - l.bcy should mest would be coming to Dallas, Iadvised bhir, Sbanklin]

;':._f‘:' * would let M know if the Allorney General decided to travel to l‘allu. i -
0T 7 ar, Shanlin advieed he had Just recelved word th I‘ruldml
A | waswhol witha Ehchesler rifle, . - .- B ey
20 0p.m. T L:.j_ -_1'-‘5-___.-
Y , l cnlled tho Allorney Grnarll to ldrln hlm lhnl lhn Pnlldnt
1" .~ was o very, very critical condilion, Th Mtornq General then told me |
N | * l’ruldn!hddled. " PR R R G W mp N
e R A T . " s g
N T advised the Altorney General that thl Oournor was ln nry
_ : _ 2071008 eondluon. lhnt h'u. Kennedy was not burt and neither was = ‘.‘ S
RERE ‘"r.. CM[" LT e -.. .; . l-n_._.'..‘.__,- :"_'.'__. ;'J‘-
: '.“' 2 00 Iold lhe Mlorney Geueral that lho shot eanie from the foarth

ra* " floor of  balldlsg and the hallding was eompletsly surroanded mow, -3 -
P furlbor advised bl the Frerident war sbol by & Winchesler rifle, 1 llltld

"7 the Dallas Ofllce L8 woI llng In ncu way (o hulp thl Socrel !‘onlco nd
Ioculpouoo. - . I Wk -—--';-'
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i | lulrlchd Mr, !'hlnklll fo gt lll 0‘! on lhll lnﬂ llud M 'ho

. dk!ll..Ah. ) " ‘ ] _-_.._____._.-.,

- o -

. M, sharklin mm they had located l or 4 mus ln u:e bnudug
_and ibe 8herll's Olfice had plchd up one nn.

¢ d"‘
R TR \.."_-‘-

. " 1 told Mr, Fharklin te giva every ulmuco we<on tlnrc ud
do everjlhing we posribly can thore al lhn balldll;. fon o Ry s .‘
M. Bhanklin sisted that » Secrd E‘orvlcn agenl lud aho bm
killed. Ye alated they did not meation that at first but s» Agent at the - °
¥olice Defariment adyined thal one dlnd. lh dld ol knon. lho namne of .
m-mmunxuum - o e :;‘ 1 £

- ..-.c. -- .3 -.1' : ..' -‘",.?‘

: ;3'-‘.‘-"{} “ . Mr. Shasklin mentioned that ll was nppoud to come I l.oath}
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that ho 1s not 8 Lommunist bl han comeunist lenninge, 1 related that _'-.'-'-
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