
B
y S

tephen B
arr 

W
ashington Poet Stiff W

riter 

T
h

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t w

ill n
o

t 
seek the appointm

ent of an indepen-
d
en

t co
u
n
sel to

 in
v
estig

ate alleg
a-

tio
n

s o
f im

p
ro

p
er co

n
d

u
ct b

y
 F

B
I 

D
irecto

r W
illiam

 S
. S

essio
n

s, th
e 

F
B

I said in a statem
ent yesterday. 

A
 source close to S

essions said the 
decision by A

ttorney G
eneral W

illiam
 

P
. B

a
rr m

e
a
n

s th
a
t n

o
 c

rim
in

a
l 

charges w
ill be brought against S

es-
sio

n
s. T

h
e F

B
I d

irecto
r, h

o
w

ev
er, 

still faces an ongoing adm
inistrative 

inquiry by the departm
ent that could 

result in sanctions, the source said. 
T

h
e in

v
estig

atio
n

, w
h

ich
 b

eg
an

 
about tw

o m
onths ago, has focused 

o
n
 w

h
eth

er S
essio

n
s tried

 to
 ev

ad
e 

paying D
.C

. taxes and w
hether S

es-
sio

n
s an

d
 a to

p
 aid

e u
sed

 g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent telephones for personal long-
d
istan

ce calls. T
h
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

en
t's in

tern
al in

q
u

iry
 co

n
cern

s 
allegations that S

essions im
properly 

u
sed

 F
B

I cars o
r airp

lan
es fo

r p
er-

sonal use. 
T

h
e F

B
I statem

en
t issu

ed
 y

es-
terday said, *O

n N
ovem

ber 12, the 
atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral n
o

tified
 th

e co
u

rt 
th

at th
e D

ep
artm

en
t o

f Ju
stice w

ill 
n
o
t seek

 th
e ap

p
o
in

tm
en

t o
f an

 in
-

d
ep

en
d
en

t co
u
n
sel fo

r m
atters u

n
-

d
er rev

iew
 b

y
 th

e P
u
b

lic In
teg

rity
 

S
ectio

n
 o

f th
e D

ep
artm

en
t o

f *
- 

h
o
e th

at co
n

cern
 th

e d
irecto

r. T
h

e 
d
irecto

r co
o
p

erated
 w

ith
 th

e in
q
u
i- 

ry
 an

d
 is p

leased
 to

 h
av

e th
is m

at-
ter behind him

." 
N

either B
arr nor any Justice D

e-
p
artm

en
t sp

o
k
esm

an
 o

ffered
 an

y
 

co
m

m
en

t b
ey

o
n

d
 th

e statem
en

t. 
S

essio
n
s referred

 q
u
estio

n
s to

 h
is 

attorney, w
ho declined to com

m
ent. 

T
h

e S
essio

n
s co

n
tro

v
ersy

 h
as 

b
een

 esp
ecially

 sen
sitiv

e fo
r th

e 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t, co
m

in
g
 at a 

tim
e o

f n
asty

 fin
g

er-p
o

in
tin

g
 b

e-
tw

een
 th

e C
IA

 an
d

 th
e d

ep
artm

en
t 

o
v
er w

h
o
 w

as resp
o
n
sib

le fo
r in

-
co

m
p

lete an
d

 m
islead

in
g

 rep
o

rts 
co

n
cern

in
g
 a crim

in
al in

q
u
iry

 in
to

 
th

e A
tlan

ta b
ran

ch
 o

f th
e Italian

-
ow

ned B
anca N

azionale del L
avoro 

(B
N

L
). T

h
e b

an
k

 b
ran

ch
 g

av
e Iraq

 
m

o
re th

an
 $

4
 b

illio
n

 in
 lo

an
s an

d
 

lo
an

 g
u

aran
tees fo

r w
eap

o
n

s an
d

 
fo

o
d

 p
rio

r to
 S

ad
d

am
 H

u
ssein

's in
-

vasion of K
uw

ait in 1990. 
A

 federal judge handling the B
N

L
 

affair h
as said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 lo
o
k
 in

to
 

w
h
eth

er th
e S

essio
n
s in

q
u
iry

 w
as 

leak
ed

 to
 th

e n
ew

s m
ed

ia to
 d

iv
ert 

attention from
 the B

N
L

 scandal. 
T

h
e
 F

B
I d

ire
c
to

r is m
id

w
a
y

 
through a 10-year term

, a tenure en-
acted as a w

ay to prevent the intru-
sion of partisan politics into the bu-
reau. O

n E
lection D

ay, S
essions told 

his em
ployees that he w

ants to stay 
o

n
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e en

d
 o

f h
is term

 in
 

1997. 
T

h
e crim

in
al k

v
estig

atio
n
 b

eg
an

 
as an adm

inistrative review
 of pas- 

sible ethics violations by S
essions and' 

his executive assistant, S
arah M

un-
ford. 

M
u
n
fo

rd
 w

as p
laced

 o
n
 ad

m
in

-
istrativ

e leav
e last m

o
n

th
 after an

 
internal Justice D

epartm
ent review

 
fo

u
n

d
 th

at sh
e u

sed
 F

B
I telep

h
o

n
e 

lin
es to

 m
ak

e p
erso

n
al lo

n
g
-d

is-
tan

ce calls, lied
 ab

o
u

t h
er car reg

-
istratio

n
 an

d
 tried

 to
 u

se h
er F

B
I 

cred
en

tials to
 av

o
id

 a traffic tick
et 

fo
r h

er so
n

. N
eith

er M
u

n
fo

rd
 n

o
r 

h
er atto

rn
ey

 co
u
ld

 b
e reach

ed
 fo

r 
com

m
ent last night. 

S
essions w

as accused of m
aking a 

false statem
en

t in
 ap

p
ly

in
g
 fo

r an
 

exem
ption from

 D
istrict taxes. U

n-
der the D

.C
. C

ode, presidential ap-
pointees can avoid paying city incom

e 
tax

es if th
ey

 can
 sh

o
w

 th
ey

 h
av

e a 
p
erm

an
en

t resid
en

ce elsew
h
ere to

 
w

hich they intend to return. 
S

essions cited his m
em

bership in 
a S

an A
ntonio country club as proof 

of his plans, apparently w
ithout re-

alizing the m
em

bership had lapsed. 
S

essions also w
as accused of using 

governm
ent phone lines for personal 

calls. T
he F

B
I director and M

unford 
shared the sam

e phone lines and m
ay 

have placed calls to the sam
e num

-
ber, Investigators have been w

orking 

W
IL

L
IA

M
 S. SE

SSIO
N

S 
... m

idw
ay through 10-year term

 

to sort out their phone records. A
n-

other line of the S
essions inquiry be-

g
an

 last Ju
n

e after q
u

estio
n

s w
ere 

raised about w
hether the F

B
I direc-

tor and his w
ife, A

lice. used govern-
m

ent cars and F
B

I agents to run per-
sonal errands, and w

hether S
essions 

arranged out-of-tow
n speeches so the 

couple could fly at governm
ent ex-

pense to holiday destinations, accord-
ing to sources. 

T
he Justice D

epartm
ent's O

ffice of 
P

ro
fessio

n
al R

esp
o
n
sib

ility
 is still 

rev
iew

in
g
 th

e alleg
atio

n
s, so

u
rces 

said yesterday. 
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TH

E W
A

SH
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G
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 PO

ST 	
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FBI Says C
ounsel W

ill of Probe D
irector 

Sessions Still F
aces Internal Inquiry Into M

isconduct A
llegations 


