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Flacking for the Bureau 

H
E

 F
B

I'S
 M

A
L

\ nm
us-r w

as not investigations but public rela-

tio
n
s an

d
 p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a to

 g
lo

rify
 H

o
o
v
er. E

v
ery

o
n
e w

h
o
 

w
o
rk

ed
 in

 th
e b

u
reau

. esp
ecially

 th
o
se o

f u
s in

 h
ig

h
 p

laces 

aro
u
n
d
 h

im
. h

ear o
u
r sh

are o
f th

e b
lam

e. 

F
lack

in
g
 fo

r th
e F

B
I w

as p
art o

f ev
ery

 ag
en

t's jo
b
 fro

m
 h

is first 

d
ay

. In
 fact. "m

ak
in

g
 a g

o
o
d
 first im

p
ressio

n
" 

w
as 

a n
ecessary

 

p
rereq

u
isite fo

r b
ein

g
 h

ired
 as a sp

ecial ag
en

t in
 th

e first p
lace. B

ald
-

h
e
a
d
e
d
 m

e
n
, fo

r e
x
a
m

p
le

, w
e
re

 n
e
v
e
r h

ire
d
 a

s a
g
e
n
ts b

e
c
a
u
se

 

H
o
o
v
er th

o
u
g
h
t a b

ald
 h

ead
 m

ad
e a h

ad
 im

p
ressio

n
. N

o
 m

atter if th
e 

m
an

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 w

as a m
em

b
er o

f P
h
i B

eta K
ap

p
a o

r a m
u
ch

-d
eco

rated
 

m
arin

e, o
r b

o
th

. A
p
p
earan

ces w
ere terrib

ly
 im

p
o
rtan

t to
 H

o
o
v
er. an

d
 

sp
ecial ag

en
ts h

ad
 to

 h
av

e th
e rig

h
t lo

o
k
 an

d
 w

ear th
e rig

h
t clo

th
es. 

O
ne clay H

oover w
as going up to his office in the elevator w

hen a 

y
o
u
n
g
 m

an
, a clerk

, w
earin

g
 a red

 v
est u

n
d
er h

is su
it jack

et g
o
t o

n
 

w
ith

 h
im

. A
n
d
 as if th

e red
 v

est w
asn

't b
ad

 en
o
u
g
h
, th

e p
o
o
r fello

w
's 

face w
as b

ro
k
en

 o
u
t. A

s so
o
n
_
as H

o
o
v
er g

o
t to

 h
is o

ffice, th
e o

rd
er 

w
en

t o
u
t to

 fin
d
 th

e y
o
u
n
g
 m

an
 w

ith
 p

im
p
les w

earin
g
 a red

 v
est, fire 

him
, and discipline the m

an w
ho recom

m
ended him

 for em
ploym

ent. 

T
h
o
u
g
h
 a b

ald
-h

ead
ed

 m
an

 w
o
u
ld

n
't b

e h
ired

 as an
 ag

en
t, an

 

em
p
lo

y
ee w

h
o
 later lo

st h
is h

air w
asn

't fired
 b

u
t w

as k
ep

t o
u
t o

f th
e 

p
u
b
lic ey

e. N
ath

an
 F

erris, w
h
o
 cam

e fro
m

 th
e fam

ily
 th

at in
v
en

ted
 

th
e F

erris W
h
eel, b

eg
an

 h
is lo

n
g
 career w

ith
 th

e F
B

I w
ith

 a fu
ll h

ead
 

o
f h

air b
u
t w

as b
ald

 b
y
 th

e tim
e h

e w
o
rk

ed
 fo

r m
e at h

ead
q
u
arters as 

th
e m

an
 in

 ch
arg

e o
f all o

u
r fo

reig
n
 o

ffices. O
n
e d

ay
 in

 th
e early

 

1
9
6
o
s, N

ate cam
e to

 m
e to

 say
 th

at h
is fo

n
d
est w

ish
 w

as to
 clo

se o
u
t 

h
is F

B
I career in

 o
u
r M

ex
ico

 C
ity

 o
flce w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 o
re w

o
rk

ed
 

N
ate and his w

ife, w
ho w

as L
atin, both loved M

exico so m
uch that he 

-
 -

 	
P

ackin
g for th

e B
u

reau
 	

81 

w
as w

illin
g
 to

 accep
t a su

b
o
rd

in
ate p

o
sitio

n
 ju

st to
 g

o
 b

ack
. 

It w
as fin

e w
ith

 m
e an

d
 I to

ld
 h

im
 so

, b
u
t th

ere w
as o

n
e p

ro
b
-

lem
. T

he m
en in our foreign offices w

ere alw
ays on displa■ . m

eetin
g
 

people. speaking in public—
in short. spreading H

oover's public rela-

tions m
essage abroad. "N

ate." 1 said to him
. "you know

 w
hat the pol-

icy
 is o

n
 b

ald
 h

ead
s. H

o
w

 am
 I g

o
in

g
 to

 g
et y

o
u
 a jo

b
 in

 M
ex

ico
?" 

F
erris ad

m
itted

 th
at h

e h
ad

 a p
ro

b
lem

. b
u
t h

e w
an

ted
 to

 to
 an

y
w

a . 

so I okayed F
erris's request and sent it on to A

l B
elm

ont. w
ho w

as the 

n
u
m

b
er th

ree m
an

 at th
e tim

e. B
elm

o
n
t called

 m
e as so

o
n
 as h

e g
o
t 

m
■ 

m
em

o. 

"W
hy the hell," he w

anted to know
, "did you send m

e this m
em

-

o
ran

d
u
m

 o
n
 F

erris? H
e's b

ald
; H

o
o
v
er w

ill n
ev

er ap
p
ro

v
e h

im
." 

W
hen I explained to A

l how
 m

uch the job m
eant to F

erris, he agreed 

to
 try

 to
 p

u
sh

 th
e tran

sfer th
ro

u
g
h
, b

u
t w

e b
o
th

 k
n
ew

 th
e o

d
d
s w

ere 

against N
ate. 

A
l called m

e a day or tw
o later, laughing like hell. "I finally put 

som
ething over on that no-good bastard T

olson," he said. T
olson, w

ho 

w
as H

o
o
v
er's clo

sest aid
e as w

ell as h
is clo

sest, in
d
eed

 o
n
ly

, frien
d
, 

saw
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 th

at w
en

t to
 H

o
o
v
er an

d
 h

e m
et w

ith
 B

elm
o
n
t w

h
en

 

h
e receiv

ed
 N

ate's req
u
est fo

r a tran
sfer to

 M
ex

ico
. 

"B
elm

o
n
t." T

o
lso

n
 said

 to
 A

l, "I seem
 to

 rem
em

b
er th

at N
ate 

F
erris is b

ald
." 

"O
h
, n

o
, M

r. T
o
lso

n
," A

l to
ld

 m
e h

e said
, "y

o
u
're th

in
k
in

g
 o

f 

another fellow
," and nam

ed another agent w
ho w

as totally bald, even 

b
ald

er, th
an

 N
ate w

as. 

T
olson looked hard at B

elm
ont, and then his face lit up. "Y

ou're 

rig
h
t," h

e said
, "th

at is w
h
o
 I'm

 th
in

k
in

g
 o

f." an
d
 h

e ap
p
ro

v
ed

 th
e 

tran
sfer an

d
 p

assed
 th

e req
u
est o

n
 to

 H
o
o
v
er, w

h
o
 w

as th
e last 

hurdle. H
oover had a rule that no m

an w
as to be sent out to a foreign 

o
ffice w

ith
o

u
t a p

erso
n

al in
terv

iew
 w

ith
 th

e d
irecto

r. B
u
t F

erris w
as 

req
u
estin

g
 h

is tran
sfer at th

e d
irecto

r's b
u
siest tim

e o
f th

e y
ear, ju

st 

b
efo

re h
is an

n
u
al testim

o
n
y
 b

efo
re th

e H
o
u
se A

p
p
ro

p
riatio

n
s C

o
m

-

m
ittee. A

s th
is ap

p
earan

ce d
eterm

in
ed

 th
e F

B
I's b

u
d
g
et, H

o
o
v
er 

p
rep

ared
 fo

r it v
ery

 carefu
lly

. S
o
 N

ate an
d
 I d

ecid
ed

 to
 try

 to
 g

et 

aro
u
n
d
 th

e p
erso

n
al in

terv
iew

 b
y
 w

ritin
g
 H

o
o
v
er a letter. W

e flat-

tered him
 for about a page and a half, saying N

ate knew
 how

 busy he 
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T

h
e B

u
rea

u
 

w
as and felt he couldn't possibly take up any of his valuable tim

e and 
w

as w
illing to forgo his interview

 because of that, crossed our fingers. 
and sent it off. 

T
o our am

azem
ent, H

oover agreed and approved N
ate's transfer 

to M
exico w

ithout seeing him
. It w

as the first tim
e he ever did that. 

B
u
t N

ate still h
ad

 o
n
e m

o
re th

in
g
 to

 w
o
rry

 ab
o
u
t. H

e h
ad

 to
 co

m
e 

back to see H
oover and T

olson after tw
o years in M

exico for a review
, 

B
ut he had tw

o years to think of a w
ay to get around that situation. 

T
w

o years after his transfer. N
ate show

ed up in W
ashington. H

is 
head w

as still bald but he w
as loaded dow

n w
ith silver gifts from

 M
ex- 

ico
. W

h
en

 h
e w

en
t in

 to
 see T

o
lso

n
. h

e sp
read

 ab
o
u
t sev

en
ty

-fiv
e 

dollars w
orth of silver on his desk. W

hen he w
ent in to see H

oover, 
he spread about a hundred dollars w

orth of silver trinkets on his desk. 
B

o
th

 H
o
o
v
er an

d
 T

o
lso

n
 w

ere so
 b

u
sy

 lo
o
k
in

g
 at all th

eir p
resen

ts 
that they never noticed his bald head, and N

ate returned to M
exico a 

happy 
m

a
n
. 

H
o
o
v
er's insistence on good appearances w

as a ridiculous policy. 
O

ne of m
y form

er students from
 the days w

hen I taught school in B
ol- 

ton, a m
an called R

andall, decided that he w
anted to join the F

B
I and 

asked if I could help. H
e w

as a sm
art young m

an w
ith a fine character 

an
d
 I w

as d
elig

h
ted

 to
 reco

m
m

en
d
 h

im
. B

u
t h

e w
as tu

rn
ed

 d
o
w

n
. 

T
h
e m

an
 w

h
o
 in

terv
iew

ed
 h

im
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

at h
e w

as to
o
 m

u
ch

 o
f a 

farm
 b

o
y

 fo
r th

e F
B

I, th
at h

e w
asn

't -polished
-  en

o
u
g
h
. th

at h
e 

lack
ed

 th
e m

an
iacal g

leam
 in

 th
e ey

e th
at F

B
I recru

iters seem
 to

 
v
alu

e so
 h

ig
h
ly

. I w
as fu

rio
u
s w

h
en

 I h
eard

 an
d
 I w

en
t rig

h
t to

 
H

oover w
ith

 it. H
e ag

reed
 to

 g
iv

e th
e y

o
u
n
g
 m

an
 an

o
th

er ch
an

ce 
w

ith
 a n

ew
 in

terv
iew

er. 
I m

ade it dam
n clear to the interview

er that he'd better not turn 
R

andall dow
n. H

e w
as accepted and graduated high in his class. I fol-

lo
w

ed
 R

an
d
all's career an

d
 n

o
ted

 th
at h

e w
as g

ettin
g
 h

ig
h
 p

erfo
r-

m
ance ratings from

 his superiors. A
fter a few

 years in the bureau R
an-

dall called to say that he w
anted to speak w

ith m
e in person. T

he next 
m

o
rn

in
g

 h
e cam

e to
 m

y
 o

ffice an
d

 said
 h

e w
an

ted
 to

 q
u

it. H
e h

ad
 

been assigned to the bureau in C
incinnati and told m

e that they had 
so

 m
an

y
 m

en
 th

ere th
at th

ey
 w

ere fallin
g
 o

v
er each

 o
th

er. R
an

d
all 

said
 th

at w
h

en
 th

e o
ffice th

ere p
u

t4
a m

an
 u

n
d

er su
rv

eillan
ce th

at 

F
locking for the B

ureau 	
8
3
 

needed just one or even tw
o agents, as m

any as five m
en w

ere stuffed 
into one car and their subjects very quickly caught on that they w

ere 
being follow

ed. R
andall said. 	

w
ant to w

ork. I w
ant to do som

e- 
thing. W

hat I don't w
ant is to be superfluous and w

aste a lot of tim
e 

and the rest of it doing P
.R

. for the bureau." I told R
andall. "I can do 

tw
o things. I can clean that office out and reassign you, or I can accept 

your resignation." I added. "D
o

n
't w

o
rn

, it w
on't hurt m

y position if 
you resign." A

nd he did. It w
as just one m

ore case of losing good 
m

en to inefficiency. 
M

ost S
A

C
s overstock their offices because H

oover kept the F
B

I 
expanding. A

 telety
p
e w

ould com
e into an S

A
C

 asking -H
ow

 m
an. 

new
 agents w

ill your office take?" T
he S

A
C

 w
ould look over his office 

and think, "I could probably get rid of three m
en and not m

iss them
 

and riow
. they w

ant to know
 how

 m
any m

ore I need. -  A
nd he'd take 

w
hat he w

as sent. 
A

t the heart of H
oover's m

assive public relations operation w
ere 

the fifty-nine F
B

I field offices w
hose territory took in every village, 

tow
n, city, and county ,  in A

m
erica. E

ach day, out of these field offices 
stream

ed
 eig

h
t th

o
u
san

d
 ag

en
ts g

o
in

g
 in

to
 ev

ery
 state, city

. an
d
 

tow
n, talking to and becom

ing friendly w
ith ordinary citizens from

 all 
w

alks of life. P
eople w

orking in the judiciary system
 on local. state, 

and federal levels w
ere especially singled out by agents for the es-

tablishm
ent of close, influential relationships. Judges, district attor-

neys, special prosecutors, and even supporting office personnel w
ere 

developed as allies of the bureau. Im
portant organizations—

patriotic, 
civic, fraternal, and others—

w
ere also treated for developm

ent by 
our m

en. S
om

e people becam
e our inform

ants, others our apologists 
and supporters of influence. 

T
he real job of the special agent in charge of each of these field 

offices w
as public relations. T

he SA
C

 w
as out of the office a lot, visit- 

ing the -right-  people, those w
ho m

olded public opinion in his terri-
to

ry
: n

ew
sp

ap
er p

u
b
lish

ers an
d
 ed

ito
rs, o

w
n
ers an

d
 m

an
ag

ers o
f 

radio and televison stations, corporate executives, and church of-
ficials, to nam

e a few
. T

he S
A

C
 also plugged the bureau line day in 

and day out at police headquarters, C
ity H

all, M
asonic L

odge m
eet-

ings, Jaycee luncheons, even at the local college or university. 
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T

he B
ureau 

In
 th

e
 1

9
4

o
s a

n
d

 1
9

5
o

s e
ve

ryo
n

e
 a

t th
e

 F
B

I kn
e

w
 th

a
t H

o
o

ve
r 

h
a

d
 a

 d
e

sire
 to

 g
e

t h
o

n
o

ra
ry d

e
g

re
e

s fro
m

 co
lle

g
e

s a
n

d
 u

n
ive

rsitie
s. It 

tu
rn

e
d
 in

to
 q

u
ite

 a
 n

o
e
lce

t b
e
ca

u
se

 w
h
o
e
ve

r w
o
u
ld

 g
e
t H

o
o
ve

r. sa
y. 

an  h
o

n
o

ra
ry d

o
cto

r o
f la

w
 d

e
g

re
e

 w
o

u
ld

 g
e

t a
 fa

vo
re

d
 p

o
st o

r a
t le

a
st a 

le
tte

r o
f co

m
m

e
n

d
a

tio
n

 w
ith

 a
 $

2
5

0
 ca

sh
 b

o
n

u
s. F

o
r e

xa
m

p
le

. th
e

 
a
g
e
n
t w

o
u
ld

 g
o
 to

 h
is o

w
n
 co

lle
g
e
, sp

e
a
k w

ith
 th

e
 d

e
a
n
 o

r p
re

sid
e
n
t. 

a
rra

n
g
e
 it if h

e
 co

u
ld

, a
n
d
 th

e
n
 m

a
ke

 su
re

 H
o
o
ve

r kn
e
w

, b
y m

e
a
n
s o

f 
a
 le

tte
r, so

m
e
th

in
g
 like

: 

D
e
a
r M

r. H
o
o
ve

r: 
Y

esterday afternoon I stopped by at m
y college to discuss an F

B
I appli-

cant w
ith the P

resident. W
hile I w

as discussing this applicant the P
resident 

said to m
e. "I have long thought that your director, J. E

dgar H
oover, is un-

doubtedly one of the greatest m
en that this country ever turned out, and I've 

been thinking that the very least w
e could do is to confer on him

 an honorary 
degree. and w

ould you please convey to him
 m

y view
." 

H
o
o
ve

r a
lw

a
ys a

cce
p
te

d
. a

n
d
 th

e
 a

g
e
n
t a

lw
a
ys g

o
t th

e
 p

o
st h

e
 

w
a
n
te

d
, a

 le
tte

r o
f co

m
m

e
n
d
a
tio

n
, a

n
d
 a

 ca
sh

 a
w

a
rd

. B
u
t a

fte
r a

b
o
u
t 

fifte
e

n
 ye

a
rs o

f th
is, H

o
o

ve
r b

e
g

a
n

 to
 lo

se
 in

te
re

st in
 d

e
g

re
e

s a
n

d
 th

e
 

ra
cke

t sto
p
p
e
d
. 

B
e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

is n
e
tw

o
rk o

f fie
ld

 o
ffice

s, a
n
d
 th

a
n
ks to

 th
e
 sco

re
s 

o
f co

n
ta

cts m
a

d
e

 a
n

d
 m

a
in

ta
in

e
d

 b
y th

e
 sp

e
cia

l a
g

e
n

ts in
 ch

a
rg

e
, 

H
o
o
ve

r w
a
s a

b
le

 to
 p

la
ce

 "n
e
w

s" sto
rie

s—
in

ve
n
te

d
 a

n
d
 w

ritte
n
 in

 th
e
 

b
u

re
a

u
, re

a
lly n

o
th

in
g

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 p
re

ss re
le

a
se

s, p
u

ff p
ie

ce
s fo

r th
e

 
F

B
I—

in
 n

e
w

sp
a

p
e

rs a
ll o

ve
r th

e
 co

u
n

try. O
u

r stre
n

g
th

 w
a

s in
 th

e
 

sm
a

ll d
a

ilie
s a

n
d

 w
e

e
klie

s; a
n

d
 w

ith
 h

u
n

d
re

d
s o

f th
e

se
 p

a
p

e
rs b

e
h

in
d

 
h
im

. H
o
o
v
e
r d

id
n
't g

iv
e
 a

 d
a
m

n
 a

b
o
u
t p

a
p
e
rs

 lik
e
 th

e
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk 

T
im

es o
r th

e
 W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st. M
o
st o

f th
e
 m

e
n
 w

h
o
 ru

n
 sm

a
ll lo

ca
l 

p
a
p

e
rs a

re
'u

se
d

 to
 p

rin
tin

g
 sto

rie
s a

b
o

u
t g

ra
n

g
e

 su
p
p
e

rs o
n
 th

e
 fro

n
t 

p
a
g
e
: im

a
g
in

e
 h

o
w

 g
ra

te
fu

l th
e
y
 a

re
 fo

r a
 s

to
ry

 fro
m

 th
e
 F

B
I. O

f 
co

u
rse

, sco
re

s o
f W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
-b

a
se

d
 re

p
o
rte

rs p
rin

te
d
 sto

rie
s w

e
 g

a
ve

 
th

e
m

 to
o
, a

n
d
 th

e
y
 u

s
u
a
lly

 p
rin

te
d
 th

e
m

 u
n
d
e
r th

e
ir o

w
n
 b

y
lin

e
s
. 

S
o
m

e
 o

f th
e
m

 live
d
 o

f u
s. It w

a
s a

n
 e

a
sy w

a
y to

 m
a
ke

 a
 livin

g
. T

h
e
y 

w
e
re

 o
u
r p

re
ss p

ro
stitu

te
s. 

W
e
 a

ls
o

 p
la

n
te

d
 s

to
rie

s
 c

ritic
a

l o
f s

o
m

e
 o

f H
o
o

v
e

r's
 fa

v
o

rite
 

ta
rg

e
ts, th

e
 C

IA
 fo

r in
sta

n
ce

. A
n

d
 o

f Jo
u

rse
 w

e
 p

la
ce

d
 strie

s a
b

o
u

t 
H

o
o
ve

r's co
n
g
re

ssio
n
a
l critics. A

 n
e
g
a
tive

 sto
ry w

h
ich

 a
i3

p
e
a
rs in

 a
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n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r p

u
b
lish

e
d
 in

 a
 co

n
g
re

ssm
a
n
's h

o
m

e
 d

istrict h
u
rts h

im
 

m
o
re

 th
a
n
 a

n
y a

rticle
 in

 th
e
 W

ashington P
ost. I re

m
e
m

b
e
r th

a
t th

e
 

F
B

I h
e

lp
e

d
 to

 d
e

fe
a

t G
o

ve
rn

o
r S

a
w

ye
r o

f N
e

va
d

a
 b

y g
ivin

g
 so

m
e

 
d

a
m

a
g

in
g

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 o
n

 S
a

w
ye

r to
 h

is o
p

p
o

n
e

n
t. w

h
o

 sa
w

 to
 it th

a
t 

th
e
 sto

rie
s m

a
d
e
 th

e
 lo

ca
l p

a
p
e
rs. W

h
a
t sin

 h
a
d
 S

a
w

ye
r co

m
m

itte
d
?
 

H
e
 h

a
d
n
't c

o
o
p
e
ra

te
d
 w

ith
 o

n
e
 o

f H
o
o
v
e
r's

 in
v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
s
. B

u
t 

w
h

e
th

e
r th

e
 a

rticle
s w

e
re

 n
e

g
a

tive
 o

r p
o

sitive
. H

o
o

ve
r a

lw
a

ys re
-

m
e

m
b

e
re

d
 th

e
 lo

ca
l e

d
ito

r w
h

o
 p

rin
te

d
 th

e
m

. a
n

d
 th

a
n

ke
d

 h
im

 F
o

r 
h
is "su

p
p
o
rt" in

 a
 p

e
rso

n
a
l le

tte
r. 

P
e

rso
n

a
l le

tte
rs w

e
re

 o
n

e
 o

f H
o

o
ve

r's fa
vo

rite
 w

e
a

p
o

n
s in

 h
is 

p
u

b
lic re

la
tio

n
s a

rse
n

a
l. O

ve
r H

o
o

ve
r's sig

n
a

tu
re

. w
e

 w
ro

te
 "p

e
r- 

s
o

n
a

l" le
tte

rs
 to

 e
v
e

ry
b

o
d

y
 fro

m
 c

h
ild

re
n

 in
 th

e
 s

ix
th

 g
ra

d
e

 to
 

m
e

m
b

e
rs o

f se
n

io
r citize

n
s' clu

b
s. W

e
 w

e
re

 th
e

 g
re

a
te

st le
tte

r-w
rit-

in
g
 b

u
re

a
u
 in

 th
e
 h

isto
ry o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. L
e
tte

rs w
e
n
t b

y th
e
 

th
o
u
sa

n
d
s to

 th
e
 Ja

yce
e
s, th

e
 n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r e

d
ito

rs, th
e
 m

o
ve

rs a
n
d
 

shakers so carefully cultivated as F
B

I contacts by our agents out in the 
fie

ld
. T

h
e

se
 fie

ld
 a

g
e

n
ts w

e
re

 a
lso

 re
sp

o
n

sib
le

 fo
r re

a
d

in
g

 a
ll th

e
 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
rs p

u
b
lish

e
d
 in

 th
e
ir te

rrito
ry a

n
d
 clip

p
in

g
 a

n
y a

rticle
 o

r le
t-

te
r to

 th
e

 e
d

ito
r th

a
t m

e
n

tio
n

e
d

 th
e

 F
B

I o
r H

o
o

ve
r. A

n
y fa

vo
ra

b
le

 
m

e
n
tio

n
 o

f e
ith

e
r in

 a
n
y n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r in

 A
m

e
rica

 m
e
a
n
t a

 p
e
rso

n
a
l le

t-
te

r o
f th

a
n
ks fro

m
 H

o
o
ve

r. 
L
e
tte

rs w
e
re

 a
lso

 se
n
t to

 p
e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 w

ro
te

 to
 th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
 a

skin
g
 

q
u

e
stio

n
s a

b
o

u
t th

e
 F

B
I, a

n
d

 e
sp

e
cia

lly a
b

o
u

t J. E
d

g
a

r H
o

o
ve

r. D
id

 
th

e
 d

ire
cto

r ta
ke

 cre
a
m

 in
 h

is co
ffe

e
 o

r d
id

 h
e
 d

rin
k it b

la
ck?

 H
o
w

 
d

o
e

s h
e

 like
 h

is ste
a

k co
o

ke
d

?
 W

h
a

t kin
d

 o
f tie

s d
o

e
s h

e
 p

re
fe

r?
 

S
h
o
e
s?

 S
u
its?

 T
h
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 p

u
b
lic w

a
n
te

d
 to

 kn
o
w

. 
W

e
 h

a
d

 tw
o

 fu
ll-tim

e
 d

e
sks o

p
e

ra
tin

g
 th

is co
rre

sp
o

n
d

e
n

ce
 m

ill. 
T

h
e

y w
e

re
 m

a
d

e
 u

p
 o

f su
p

e
rviso

rs, re
g

u
la

r a
g

e
n

ts, a
ssista

n
ts, cle

rks, 
a
n
d
 se

cre
ta

rie
s. F

o
r e

ve
ry le

tte
r re

ce
ive

d
, th

e
 se

n
d
e
r, th

e
 o

rg
a
n
iza

-
tio

n
, a

n
d

 its m
e

m
b

e
rs w

e
re

 ch
e

cke
d

 o
u

t in
 th

e
 F

B
I's ce

n
tra

l file
s 

b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 le
tte

r w
a

s a
n

sw
e

re
d

. T
h

o
u

sa
n

d
s a

n
d

 th
o

u
sa

n
d

s o
f m

a
n

-
h
o
u
rs sp

e
n
t. U

n
to

ld
 m

illio
n
s o

f th
e
 ta

xp
a
ye

rs' m
o
n
e
y sq

u
a
n
d
e
re

d
. 

T
h

e
 a

g
e

n
ts w

h
o

 a
ctu

a
lly a

n
sw

e
re

d
 th

e
se

 q
u

e
stio

n
s a

n
d

 w
ro

te
 th

e
 

p
e

rso
n

a
l le

tte
rs fo

r H
o

o
ve

r w
o

rke
d

 fo
r a

 sm
a

ll d
ivisio

n
 o

f th
e

 F
B

I m
is-

le
a
d
in

g
ly ca

lle
d
 C

rim
e
 R

e
co

rd
s. T

h
is d

ivisio
n
 h

a
n
d
le

d
 p

u
b
lic re

la
-

tio
n
s fo

r th
e
 b

u
re

a
u
. a

n
d
 in

 d
o
in

g
 so

 d
e
a
lt w

ith
 th

e
 p

re
ss a

n
d
 w

ith
 

co
n
g
re

ssm
e
n
 a

n
d
 se

n
a
to

rs. A
s H

o
o
ve

r d
id

n
't b

e
lie

ve
 in

 fo
rm

 le
tte

rs. 
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T
h
e B

u
rea

u
 

a
n
y agent assigned to C

rim
e R

ecords had a full-tim
e job. G

enerally, 
the letters w

ere fairly innocuous: "It has com
e to m

y attention that 
you w

rote a letter praising the F
B

I . ." follow
ed closely by "I hope I 

co
n
tin

u
e to

 d
eserv

e y
o
u
r co

n
fid

en
ce" ,an

d
 H

o
o
v
er's sig

n
atu

re. B
u
t 

som
e of them

 could be tricky. 
T

he director m
ust have once m

entioned that he liked popovers. 
because he got quite a few

 letters asking for his popover recipe. A
n 

agent nam
ed R

ussell .A
sch, w

ith w
hom

 I used to go fishing in V
irginia, 

w
as in charge of the correspondence desk w

hen one of the popover 
letters cam

e in. H
e had already answ

ered so m
any routine popover 

letters that he knew
 the recipe by heart, or so he thought, and he dic-

tated it from
 m

em
ory. B

efore it w
as sent out, the letter w

ith the pop-
over recipe w

as checked by A
sch's section chief, by A

ssistant D
irector 

N
ichols's assistant, by N

ichols him
self, and finally by H

elen G
andy, 

one of H
oover's secretaries. M

iss G
andy called A

sch after reading his 
letter to ask if he had gone to the file for' the recipe. A

sch, w
ho felt a 

sudden sinking feeling in his stom
ach w

hen he heard her question. 
lad

 to
 ad

m
it th

at h
e h

ad
 d

ictated
 th

e recip
e fro

m
 m

em
o
ry

. M
iss 

can
d
y
 to

ld
 A

sch
 to

 g
et th

e file w
ith

 th
e recip

e an
d
 b

rin
g
 it to

 h
er. 

W
hen A

sch located the file (w
hich took an hour or tw

o), M
iss G

andy 
Jointed out that the recipe called for five teaspoons of baking pow

der, 
lot five tablespoons as A

sch had w
ritten.. 

A
sch knew

 he w
as in for it then. M

iss G
andy reported his m

istake 
o H

oover, w
ho sent him

 a letter of censure w
hich becam

e part of his 
ierm

anent record. A
 letter of censure from

 H
oover m

eant that A
sch's 

iending prom
otion, and the additional incom

e that w
ent w

ith it, w
as 

leld up. A
sch told m

e that w
hen he got hom

e that night, his w
ife said 

h
at sh

e h
ad

 b
een

 read
in

g
 sto

ries ab
o
u
t th

e F
B

I in
 th

e W
ashington 

'ost in connection w
ith som

e espionage cases and som
e big bank rob-

>
eries. W

as he w
orking on these cases, she asked. "G

ood G
od," he 

aid to m
e later, "w

hat could I tell P
olly? C

ould I tell her I w
as send-

ng out popover recipes?" 
T

he nam
e of everyone w

ho w
rote a letter to the F

B
I, w

hether it 
:as a request for a popover recipe or a serious statem

ent on law
 en-

ircem
ent, w

as thoroughly checked out. H
oover relied on his files ab-

olutely, and he also checked the file of fveryone w
ho cam

e to visit 
im

 in his office. B
ecause of this, H

oover vas able to flatter h6 guests 
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by m
aking personal rem

arks to them
, or bringing up subjects about 

w
hich they had som

e expertise. H
e w

ould m
ention golf if his visitor 

w
as a golfer or football if the visitor had played in college. T

he public 
relations never stopped. 

H
oover once got a letter from

 a m
inister w

ho said that he had 
been praising H

oover in his serm
ons for fourteen years until he heard 

that H
oover spent a lot of tim

e at the racetrack and actually bet on the 
horses. T

he agent in C
rim

e R
ecords w

ho answ
ered the letter started 

by thanking the m
inister for his support over the years. and then he 

w
rote that it w

as true that "I" (H
oover) do go to the racetrack. I've 

loved horses since I w
as a boy, the agent w

rote. and I love to w
atch 

them
 run. A

 few
 paragraphs later, the agent slipped in a sentence or 

tw
o explaining that H

oover did place an occasional tw
o-dollar bet so 

as not to em
barrass his com

panions, but that his prim
ary interest w

as 
the im

provem
ent of the breed. T

he letter m
ust have w

orked because 
w

e d
id

n
't h

ear fro
m

 th
e m

in
ister ag

ain
. b

u
t it w

as p
u
re in

v
en

tio
n
. 

H
oover did m

ake a few
 bets at the tw

o-dollar w
indow

, but that w
as 

just for show
. H

e had agents assigned to accom
pany him

 to the track 
place his real bets at the hundred-dollar w

indow
, and w

hen he w
on 

he w
as a pleasure to w

ork w
ith for days. H

e and T
olson used to be 

driven from
 the courtyard of the D

epartm
ent of Justice to the track in 

a black bullet-proof car. A
lthough H

oover alw
ays told people that he 

and T
olson w

ere going off to w
ork on a case, it w

as com
m

on know
l-

edge that they w
ere actually rushing to m

ake the first race. 
W

ith
 all th

ese letters co
m

in
g
 in

 an
d
 g

o
in

g
 o

u
t, H

o
o
v
er h

ad
 a 

huge m
ailing list and he sent out thousands of C

hristm
as cards every 

year. T
o H

oover, taking a m
an's nam

e off the m
ailing list w

as dire 
punishm

ent indeed. W
hen H

oover got a letter from
 a doctor in B

al-
tim

ore w
ho had been an active supporter of the F

B
I for years com

-
plaining that the John D

illinger exhibit at bureau headquarters hadn't 
been changed in tw

elve years and needed m
odernizing, H

over re-
taliated by taking the doctor off his m

ailing list. I'm
 sure he believed 

that he w
as ruining the doctor's life by doing so. 

A
side from

 w
riting letters and handling the press, the other m

ain 
function of the C

rim
e R

ecords D
ivision w

as dealing w
ith C

ongress. 
T

here w
ere tw

o w
ays w

e could help senators and congressm
en: w

e 
could give them

 useful inform
ation and w

e could cater to their needs, 



F
lacking for the B

u
re

a
u

 	
89 

im
ager, a regular racetrack habitat. leueld he seen m

aking tw
o dollar bets w

hite F
B

I agents 

gam
ed other bets far hint at the hrindred-dallar w

indow
. .4 
	Photo 

itti5
 nam

e, h
e d

id
n

't w
rite th

e b
ook

 eith
er. A

s a m
atter of fact, I w

as 

dae one w
ho suggested the b

ook
 to H

oover in
 th

e first p
lace, an

d
 th

e 

R
esearch

 an
d

 th
e w

ritin
g w

ere d
on

e b
y five or six of u

s at th
e b

u
reau

. 

O
n

ce th
e book w

as published, the real w
ork began. E

very office 

T
he B

ureau 

o
r sm

all. W
e g

av
e th

em
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 th

eir o
p
p
o
n
en

ts, o
f 

urse, and thanks to the F
B

I netw
ork of field offices w

hich blanketed 

e country w
e w

ere som
etim

es able to tell an incum
bent w

ho w
as 

inning to run against him
 before his ow

n people knew
. W

e dealt in 

ire personal inform
ation, too. If a senator heard about a son's drug 

oblem
 from

 us before the story got into the papers, he'd be m
ighty 

ateful. It w
as unlikely that that senator w

ould ever stand up in the 

:n
ate to

 criticize th
e F

B
I. In

 fact. if th
e F

B
I w

as b
ein

g
 criticized

, 

!'d probably get up and defend it. It gave H
oover his leverage 

C
rim

e R
ecords also dealt in services to congressm

en and sena-

rs, especially w
hen they w

ere traveling abroad. S
om

e of these ser- 

ces w
ere m

in
im

al, p
ro

v
id

in
g
 lim

o
u
sin

es, fo
r in

stan
ce. co

m
p
lete 

ith
 an

 ag
en

t b
eh

in
d
 th

e w
h
eel to

 d
o
 th

e d
riv

in
g
, o

r arran
g
in

g
 d

is-

tunts in the local shops. B
ut som

e w
ere of considerable im

portance 

id
 d

elicacy
. W

e set u
p
 in

tro
d
u
ctio

n
s 'an

d
 in

terv
iew

s w
ith

 k
ey

 

.em
bers of foreign governm

ents for m
any a senator. A

fter a few
 trips 

E
u
ro

p
e, a sen

ato
r co

u
ld

 d
ev

elo
p
 a n

ice w
arm

 feelin
g
 fo

r th
e 

ureau, w
hich is just w

hat H
oover had ih m

ind. 

W
hat did H

oover get in exchange from
 som

e of these grateful 

ten? In his m
aiden speech in C

ongress, G
erald F

ord, w
ho had run 

it h
is seat w

ith
 th

e b
lessin

g
 o

f th
e lo

cal F
B

I, reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 th
at 

loover get a raise. W
hen C

ongressm
an 'John J. R

ooney of B
rooklyn, 

Iew
 Y

ork, w
as asked to vote for a raise for the director, he tried to 

icrease the am
ount. O

nce a year there w
as an event called the C

on-

ressional D
inner at w

hich form
er F

B
I m

en w
ho w

ere serving in the 

louse of R
epresentatives gave speeches honoring their form

er boss. 

O
n occasion, H

oover w
ould ex-tend the services of the F

B
I to 

.usiness executives. W
e helped som

e of the top m
en from

 W
arner 

Iro
th

ers b
y
 settin

g
 u

p
 m

eetin
g
s fo

r th
em

 w
ith

 fo
reig

n
 p

o
litical 

ead
ers an

d
 b

u
sin

essm
en

: th
ey

 g
o
t th

e sam
e treatm

en
t th

at so
m

e 

lected officials did. A
ll courtesy of the F

B
I, all paid for by the tax-

tayer. H
oover bragged that he had the m

otion picture studio under 

us th
u
m

b
. 

W
hen H

oover's book M
asters of D

ereit cam
e out, the agents in 

)ur field offices w
ere put to w

ork drum
niing up sales. O

f coarse, just 

is H
o
o
v
er d

id
n
't w

rite th
e th

o
u
san

d
s o

f letters th
at w

en
t o

u
t u

n
d
er 
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T

he B
ureau 

n each state w
as expected to sell it. A

gents all over the country m
ade 

niblic appearances prom
oting it at bookstores and on local television 

aid radio program
s. A

gents w
ho w

ere responsible for big book sales 
eceived bonuses, and agents w

ho sold an exceptionally large num
ber 

if books got raises. O
ur m

en in the field also placed review
s of the 

io
o
k
 w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 w
ritten

 b
y
 ag

en
ts at F

B
I h

ead
q
u
arters w

ith
 

h
eir co

n
tacts at lo

cal n
ew

sp
ap

ers an
d

 m
ag

azin
es. N

eed
less to

 
he review

s w
ere excellent. W

e used to joke in the bureau. "M
asters 

f D
eceit, w

ritten by the M
aster of D

eceit w
ho never even read it." 

I w
as assigned by H

oover to m
ake a speech to boost the book to a 

;coup called the C
itizens' C

om
m

ittee of C
incinnati. W

e used to talk a 
3t about C

om
m

unist front groups in the 19505—
the C

itizens' C
om

-
m

ittee of C
incinnati w

as an F
B

I front group. Its sole purpose w
as to 

ell H
oover's book. W

hen I arrived to give m
y speech, I noticed som

e 
,anel trucks parked outside the building. A

n agent w
ith the C

incin-
ati office told m

e that the trucks w
ere filled w

ith copies of M
asters of 

)eceit and that every m
em

ber of the audience w
ould get a free copy 

f the book just for show
ing up. T

he purchase of the books had been 
nanced by a m

illionaire nam
ed E

van R
hodes, a w

ell-m
eaning m

an 
rho w

as being used by H
oover as the com

m
ittee's figurehead. 

O
n the stage w

ere tw
o A

m
erican flags blow

ing w
ildly in the w

ind 
reated by offstage fans. T

he m
ayor of C

incinnati. m
em

bers of the 
ouncil and a form

er M
iss A

m
erica w

ere on stage too. T
he m

ayor got 
p and thanked everyone for com

ing and then w
ent into a long, prais-

ig speech about how
 w

onderful it w
as that one of the greatest citi-

ens of O
hio-had financed at great personal expense the purchase of 

le book M
asters of D

eceit, w
ritten by one of the greatest m

en in the 
o
u
n
try

, J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er. T

h
e au

d
ien

ce ju
m

p
ed

 to
 th

eir feet an
d
 

pplauded. W
hen the noise died dow

n I gave m
y required speech on 

ational security and w
as about to leave the platform

 w
hen one of the 

w
ners of the S

cripps-H
ow

ard new
spapers cam

e up to m
e, all taken 

p by the m
om

ent, and said, "I'd like to do som
ething for M

r. H
oo-

ey, too. W
hat should I do?" M

ason, the C
incinnati S

A
C

 w
ho w

as 
sanding next to m

e, didn't m
iss a beat: M

ason said, "If I w
ere you I'd 

'rite a personal letter to M
r. H

oover telling him
 that you w

ere here 
relay and w

hat a w
onderful day it w

as and that you and your tew
spa- 

n  
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p
er w

an
t to b

e of assistan
ce to h

im
 in

 every p
ossib

le w
ay." T

he fellow
 

from
 S

cripps-H
ow

ard stopped and said. "
F

in
e. but w

hat do I do—
just 

sen
d
 it to

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 M

aso
n
 g

rab
b
ed

 th
e b

all ag
ain

. H
e said

. 
tell you w

hat to do. T
om

orrow
 m

orning I'll com
e over to your office 

and dictate a letter for you and all youll have to do is sign it." B
y G

od. 
w

hen I got back to W
ashington I found the letter that M

ason dictated 
and it w

as signed by the S
cripps-H

ow
ard executive. It w

as an incredi-
b

le o
p

eratio
n

 an
d

 it to
o

k
 p

lace all o
v

er th
e co

u
n

try
. 

N
atu

rally
, w

ith
 th

e aw
eso

m
e p

o
w

er o
f th

e F
B

I b
eh

in
d
 it. M

as-
ter! o

f D
eceit b

eca
m

e a b
estseller. T

h
e F

B
I co

u
ld

 m
ak

e a b
estseller 

out of a calculus textbook. B
eing som

ew
hat naive at the tim

e. as one 
of the six m

en w
ho w

orked like hell to put the book together I "rote a 
m

em
o recom

m
en

d
in

g th
at th

e con
sid

erab
le p

roceed
s go to th

e 
D

am
on

 R
u

iyon
 F

u
n

d
 or to th

e A
m

erican
 H

eart A
ssociation

 or to 
som

e charity of that nature. In response, I got a call from
 an agent as-

sign
ed

 to T
olson

's office sayin
g th

at m
y m

em
o h

ad
 n

ot been "favora-
b
ly

 receiv
ed

," an
d
 I w

as to
ld

 th
at th

e d
irecto

r alo
n
e w

o
u
ld

 d
ecid

e 
h

ow
 b

est to u
se th

e royalties. I w
as even m

ore astonished a few
 years 

later w
hen I found out that H

oover had kept m
ost of the book's profits 

him
self. I also learned that be w

as annoyed w
hen he found him

self in 
a h

igh
er tax b

rack
et b

ecau
se of th

ose royalties. 
In its first draft, M

asters of D
eceit w

as a serious study of com
m

u-
n
ism

. It h
ad

 b
een

 w
atered

 d
ow

n
 an

d
 jazzed

 u
p

 p
rior to p

u
b

lication
, 

h
ow

ever, an
d

 I su
ggested

 to H
oover th

at h
is n

ext b
ook

 b
e m

ore su
b

-
stan

tial. I su
ggested

 it b
e called

 "A
 S

tudy of C
om

m
unism

" and that 
the proceeds of that book go to a J. E

dgar H
oover scholarship fund at 

G
eorge W

ashington U
niversity. B

ut H
oover_ w

ho knew
 a lot m

ore 
ab

ou
t royalties an

d
 th

e tax law
 b

y th
en

, set it u
p

 so th
at all fu

tu
re 

royalties w
ou

ld
 go in

to th
e F

B
I R

ecreation
 F

u
n

d
 in

stead
. A

lth
ou

gh
 

agen
ts w

ere su
p

p
osed

 to sh
are th

e m
on

ey in
 th

e R
ecreation

 F
u

n
d

, it 
w

as actually nothing m
ore than a tax dodge. T

h
e m

o
n

ey
 in

 th
e fu

n
d

 
w

as availab
le to H

oover, at all tim
es, an

d
 h

e u
sed

 it. 
A

ll of these special projects of H
oover's put a severe drain on the 

m
an

p
ow

er in
 th

e b
u

reau
. F

or exam
p

le, tow
ard

 th
e en

d
 of 1962. an

-
oth

er of H
oover's b

ook
s w

ritten
 b

y th
e agen

ts w
as at th

e p
u

b
lish

ers 
aw

aitin
g th

e p
rep

aration
 of a glossary. A

ssistan
t D

irector D
eL

oach 
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T

h
e B

u
reau

 

w
an

ted
 to

 sen
d
 tw

o
 o

f o
u
r esp

io
n
ag

e sp
ecialists to

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

 to
 

a
id

 in
 th

e
 ta

sk
. I g

o
t in

to
 a

. a
rg

u
m

e
n
t w

ith
 D

e
L

o
a
c
h
 o

v
e
r th

is a
n
d
 

w
ro

te
 to

 C
ly

d
e
 T

o
lso

n
: 

O
cto

b
er 4

, ig
tiz 

D
ear M

 r. T
olson- 	

P
E

R
S

O
N

A
L

 

It h
as b

een
 called

 to
 m

y
 atten

tio
n

 th
at a v

ig
o

ro
u

s d
isag

reem
en

t I h
ad

 
w

ith
 M

r D
eL

o
ach

 early
 th

is w
eek

 o
v
er th

e n
eed

 to
 sen

d
 tw

o
 m

en
 to

 th
e 

p
u

b
lish

ers in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 to
 p

rep
are a g

lo
ssary

. etc.. fo
r th

e D
irecto

r's b
o

o
k

 

-A
 
S

tu
d

. o
f C

o
m

m
u

n
ism

.' seem
s to

 h
av

e cau
sed

 so
m

e co
m

m
en

t. I w
as 

som
ew

hat m
ore than m

ildly surprised to learn of this. In order that I m
ay be 

certain
 y

o
u

 h
as e all th

e facts, I w
ish

 to
 v

ery
 resp

ectfu
l]) ad

v
ise y

o
u

 as 

follow
s: 

j. W
hen I w

as told that both F
. C

. S
tukenbroeker and A

. W
. G

ray w
ere 

to spend one or tw
o days in N

ew
 Y

ork for discussions of a glossary, I stated 
w

h
at I b

eliev
ed

 th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly
 to

 b
e tru

e; th
at th

ere is n
o

 n
eed

 fo
r b

o
th

 g
o

in
g .  

A
s you know

, w
e are bad]. in need of m

anpow
er. I told M

r. D
eL

oach that in 
m

y
 v

iew
, eith

er o
n

e o
r th

e o
th

er sh
o

u
ld

 g
o

. 
z. N

o
 d

o
u

b
t th

ere are so
m

e w
h

o
 b

eliev
e I sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t g

et in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 
co

n
tro

v
ersy

; th
at su

ch
 h

arm
s o

u
r o

p
eratio

n
s. In

 all sin
cerity

, I m
u

st say
, 

rightly or w
rongly, that I have alw

ays believed m
ost strongly in controversy 

as a legitim
ate m

eans for obtaining legitim
ate ends. O

n som
e occasions there 

seem
s to be no other recourse but controversy, and I do think that it should 

be sharp. vigorous and penetrating w
ithout any consideration as to w

hether 
one w

ill be liked or disliked for it. 1 cannot help but think that on occasions 
this B

ureau has suffered from
 a lack of open, direct controversy. W

henever 
m

en
 "scratch

 each
 o

th
er's b

ack
s -  and blink at each other's shortcom

ings for 
self-protective reasons, it im

pairs our efficiency. L
ife is essentially com

posed 
of unrelenting com

petition—
often rough, bruising, and fierce com

petition. 
Isn

't it so
 th

at m
en

 w
ill clash

 an
d
, if th

ey
 h

av
e an

y
 co

n
v
ictio

n
s at all, m

u
st 

clash over ideas, principles, values, m
eans, interests and ends. I cannot help 

but think that such com
petition is good for the B

ureau and it m
akes for prog-

ress. W
hereas the superficial bow

ing, scraping, sm
iling and nam

by-pam
by 

self-protective agreem
ents that so often 'exist m

ay result in harm
 to anything 

to
 w

h
ich

 th
ey

 are related
. 

S
incerely, 

[sig
n

ed
] W

. C
. S

u
lliv

an
 

T
h

e b
ook

 w
as fin

ally com
p

leted
. A

n
oth

er b
estseller. T

h
ose of u

s 

w
h

o w
rote it received

 letters of com
m

en
d

ation
 th

at said
. 

h
av

e fol-

low
ed

 you
r record

 very closely an
d

 arrid
avorab

ly im
p

ressed
 b

y th
e su

-

p
erior w

o
rk

 d
o
n
e b

y
 y

o
u
 o

v
er a lo

n
g
 p

erio
d
 o

f tim
e. I h

ave in
clu

d
ed
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an
 in

cen
tive rew

ard, to y
o

u
 in

 th
e am

o
u

n
t o

f $
2

5
0

. o
o

. S
in

cerely
, J. 

E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er. 

A
t tim

es H
o
o
v
er ten

d
ed

 to
 o

v
erestim

ate th
e p

o
w

er o
f p

u
b
lic 

relatio
n
s. In

 1
9
6
5
,=

Jettep
h
-L

. -R
au

h
. Jr., vice-p

resid
en

t of A
m

erican
s 

for D
em

ocratic A
ction

. a lib
eral grou

p
, m

ad
e som

e critical rem
ark

s 
ab

ou
t H

oover in
 a sp

eech
 h

e g
av

e to
 a m

eetin
g

 o
f th

e N
atio

n
al Stu- 

d
en

ts A
ssociation

. R
au

h
 accu

sed
 th

e F
B

I of n
ot en

forcin
g th

e law
 

w
hen it cam

e to the area of civil rights. H
e w

anted the federal g
o
v
ern

- 

m
en

t to
 tak

e step
s to

 p
rotect civil righ

ts w
ork

ers in
 th

e S
ou

th
 an

d
 

ch
arged

 th
at H

oover w
as "th

e w
ron

g m
an

" to h
ead

 civil righ
ts in

ves-
tigation

s b
ecau

se of his d
isp

aragin
g rem

ark
s ab

ou
t M

artin
 L

u
th

er 
K

ing. F
aced

 w
ith

 a real crisis, H
oover tu

rn
ed

 to
 h

is p
u

b
lic relatio

n
s 

m
ach

in
e to

 co
v

er it u
p

 in
stead

 o
f try

in
g

 to
 so

lv
e it. A

 C
rim

e R
eco

rd
s 

m
em

o
 to

 H
o
o
v
er d

ated
 25 A

u
g

u
st 1

9
6

5
 stated

: 

P
u
rsu

an
t to

 M
r. T

o
lso

n
's in

stru
ctio

n
s. w

e are m
ak

in
g
 im

m
ed

iate co
n
tact 

w
ith M

iriam
 O

ttenberg at the W
ashington S

tar so that R
auh's charges can be 

answ
ered in the press at the earliest possible tim

e. W
e w

ill prevail on her to 
get an article out if at all possible this w

eekend. P
reviously approved m

ate-
rial is being furnished her for use in the article to com

bat R
auh's charges in 

accordance w
ith the D

irector's instructions. 
W

e should also utilize other sources. 

B
y th

e tim
e C

rim
e R

ecord
s w

rote th
eir n

ext m
em

o on
 th

e fol-

low
in

g d
ay, th

e p
u

b
lic relation

s op
eration

 w
as in

 fu
ll sw

in
g: 

W
e have been w

orking w
ith M

iss O
ttenberg today and have gotten up con-

siderable m
aterial in order that w

e can effectively refute R
auh's criticism

s. 
M

iss O
ttenberg says that her story w

ill run either F
riday, A

ugust 27. or else 
on S

unday the 29th, in the S
ta

r. 
A

dditionally, w
e have sent m

aterial today to a num
ber of colum

nists 
including F

ulton L
ew

is, Jr., P
aul H

arvey, B
ob A

llen of th
e H

all S
yn

dicate, 
R

ay C
rom

ley of N
ew

spaper E
nterprise A

ssociation, E
d M

ow
ry of G

eneral 
F

eatu
res an

d
 th

e N
ew

h
o
u
se ch

ain
. E

d
 O

'B
rien

 o
f th

e S
t. L

o
u
is G

lo
b
e-

D
em

ocrat, W
arren R

ogers of H
earst and R

ay M
cH

ugh of the C
oply P

ress, 
am

ong others. 
W

e are continuing to w
ork on this to insure that the w

idest possible cov-
erage can be given to our positive accom

plishm
ents in the civil rights field. 
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T

h
e B

u
rea

u
 

L
ouis B

. N
ichols, w

ho w
as then assistant director of the F

B
I, w

as 

in
 ch

arg
e o

f all p
u
b
lic 	

p
ress m

atters, an
d

 co
n

tacts w
ith

 

C
o
n
g
ress fo

r H
o
o
v
er. N

ich
o
ls h

ad
 h

is o
w

n
 so

lu
tio

n
 to

 th
e g

ro
w

in
g
 

criticism
 o

f th
e F

B
I's ro

le in
 th

e civ
il rig

h
ts co

n
tro

v
ersy

. L
ik

e H
o
o
-

v
er's p

lan
, it h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 real p

o
licy

 ch
an

g
e b

u
t w

as p
u
re 

p
u
b
lic relatio

n
s. 

In
 a m

isg
u
id

ed
 effo

rt to
 cu

t o
ff th

e criticism
 o

f th
e F

B
I at its 

so
u
rce, N

ich
o
ls talk

ed
 H

o
o
v
er in

to
 h

irin
g
 M

o
rris E

rn
st, w

h
o
 w

as at 

th
at tim

e h
ead

 o
f th

e A
m

erican
 C

iv
il L

ib
erties U

n
io

n
, as th

e d
irec-

to
r's p

erso
n
al law

y
er. 

A
s 

th
e A

m
erican

 C
iv

il L
ib

erties U
n
io

n
 w

as 

ev
en

 m
o
re lib

eral th
an

 A
m

erican
s fo

r D
em

o
cratic A

ctio
n
. E

rn
st an

d
 

H
o
o
v
er w

ere a v
ery

 u
n
lik

ely
 co

m
b
in

atio
n
. H

o
w

ev
er, sh

o
rtly

 after h
e 

b
eg

an
 to

 rep
resen

t H
o

o
v

er, E
rn

st w
ro

te an
 article fo

r th
e R

eader's 

D
igest p

raisin
g

 th
e F

B
I. T

h
e article w

as rep
rin

ted
 an

d
 w

e m
ailed

 o
u

t 

co
p
ies b

y
 th

e th
o
u
san

d
s. 

A
fter th

at article ap
p

eared
, th

e H
o

o
v

er-E
rn

st relatio
n

sh
ip

 fad
ed

 

aw
ay

, ju
st as th

e relatio
n
sh

ip
 b

etw
een

 H
o
o
v
er an

d
 W

alter W
in

ch
ell 

o
n
ce d

id
. W

in
ch

ell w
as p

ro
b
ab

ly
 th

e first n
atio

n
ally

 k
n
o
w

n
 rad

io
 

co
m

m
en

tato
r d

ev
elo

p
ed

 b
y
 th

e F
B

I. W
e sen

t W
in

ch
ell in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

reg
u

larly
. H

e w
as o

u
r m

o
u

th
p

iece. O
f co

u
rse, h

e b
ecam

e so
 o

b
v

io
u

s 

a
fter a w

h
ile th

at h
e fin

ally
 lo

st h
is v

alu
e, an

d
 H

o
o
v
er lo

st in
terest in

 

h
im

. W
in

ch
ell o

n
ce h

ad
 a trem

en
d
o
u
s au

d
ien

ce, th
o
u
g
h
, an

d
 h

e w
as 

v
ery

 v
alu

ab
le to

 H
o

o
v

er th
en

, w
h

o
 u

sed
 h

im
 p

ractically
 ev

ery
 tim

e h
e 

w
an

ted
 to

 leak
 a sto

ry
. 

W
h
en

 I h
ear p

eo
p
le talk

 ab
o
u
t a - n

ew
" F

B
I, I k

n
o
w

 th
at th

e 

ch
an

g
es th

ey
 talk

 ab
o
u
t are o

n
ly

 p
ap

er ch
an

g
es. T

h
is p

u
b
lic relatio

n
s 

o
p

eratio
n

 o
f H

o
o

v
er's, th

is m
assiv

e attem
p

t to
 co

n
tro

l p
u

b
lic o

p
in

io
n

. 

o
o
n
tin

u
es.to

  th
is d

ay
, an

d
 it is at th

e v
ery

 h
eart o

f w
h
at is w

ro
n
g
 w

ith
 

th
e b

u
reau

: U
n

less it is ex
p

o
sed

, u
n

til ev
ery

 ed
ito

r o
f ev

ery
 little 

w
eek

ly
 n

ew
sp

ap
er w

h
o
 ev

er p
rin

ted
 an

 F
B

I p
ress h

an
d
o
u
t realizes 

how
 he has been used, the F

B
I w

ill do business in the sam
e old w

ay. 

A
 m

assiv
e, p

erv
asiv

e p
u
b
lic relatio

n
s o

p
eratio

n
 is n

o
 su

b
stitu

te 

fo
r th

e jo
b

 o
f in

v
estig

atin
g

 crim
es. T

h
e F

B
I sh

o
u

ld
 co

n
d

u
ct its b

u
si-

n
ess q

u
ietly

 an
d

 it sh
o

u
ld

 earn
 its resp

ect fro
m

 th
e citizen

s o
f th

e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates b

y
 th

e resu
lts o

f its M
o
rk

, n
o
t fro

m
 th

e resu
lts o

f its 

p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a. 
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 19.76, five years after I left th

e F
B

I, I g
o

t a telep
h

o
n

e call at 

m
y
 h

o
m

e in
 N

ew
 H

am
p
sh

ire fro
m

 A
lg

er H
iss. S

till w
o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 h

is 

case, h
e w

an
ted

 m
e to

 tell h
im

 w
h
eth

er th
e ty

p
ew

riter th
at h

elp
ed

 

convict 
h

im
 o

f a p
erju

ry
 ch

arg
e w

as a fak
e w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 p
u
t 

to
g
eth

er at th
e F

B
I L

ab
o
rato

ry
. 

A
lthough I never w

orked on the H
iss case m

yself, I know
 that w

e 

w
ere g

iv
in

g
 R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
, w

h
o
 w

as in
 ch

arg
e o

f th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
, 

ev
ery

 p
o
ssib

le assistan
ce. H

ad
 N

ix
o
n
 ask

ed
 th

e F
B

I to
 m

an
u
factu

re 

ev
id

en
ce to

 p
ro

v
e h

is case ag
ain

st H
iss. H

o
o

v
er w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 

only too glad to oblige. I told H
iss that the typew

riter w
as not m

ade in 

th
e F

B
I L

ab
. W

h
at I d

id
n

't tell h
im

 w
as th

at ev
en

 if w
e h

ad
 w

an
ted

 

to
, w

e sim
p
ly

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 cap

ab
le o

f it. 

T
h
e lab

o
rato

ry
, d

escrib
ed

 in
 an

 F
B

I p
u
b
licity

 b
o
o
k
let as "th

e 

greatest laW
 enforcem

ent laboratory in the w
orld," is the highlight of 

th
e p

u
b
lic to

u
r o

f F
B

I h
ead

q
u
arters in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
, D

.C
. O

v
er th

e 

y
ears, m

illio
n
s o

f to
u
rists h

av
e listen

ed
, aw

estru
ck

, to
 g

lo
w

in
g
 d

e-

scriptions of the lab's capabilities and activities. U
nfortunately, these 

d
escrip

tio
n
s are n

o
th

in
g
 b

u
t a sh

o
w

-b
u
sin

ess sp
iel. T

h
e F

B
I L

ab
o
ra-

to
ry

 is in
 fact a real-life co

u
n

terp
art o

f th
e b

u
sy

 w
o

rk
ro

o
m

 o
f th

e 

W
izard

 o
f O

z—
all illu

sio
n
. E

v
en

 th
e fam

o
u
s lab

o
rato

ry
 files w

ere 

m
ain

tain
ed

 fo
r sh

o
w

. T
h

ey
 lo

o
k

ed
 im

p
ressiv

e, b
u

t th
ey

 w
ere really

 

in
co

m
p
lete an

d
 o

u
td

ated
. 

I first heard the truth about the lab at the beginning of m
y career 

w
ith the F

B
I w

hen I w
orked w

ith C
harlie W

instead in the S
outhw

est. 

C
harlie took m

e w
ith him

 one day w
hen he had to get som

e handw
rit-

in
g
 sam

p
les fro

m
 a p

riso
n
er, a d

eserter fro
m

 th
e arm

y
, b

ein
g

 h
eld

 at 

an
 air fo

rce b
ase in

 A
lb

u
q

u
erq

u
e b

ecau
se h

e h
ad

 b
een

 ch
arg

ed
 w

ith
 

assau
lt an

d
 b

attery
 an

d
 attem

p
ted

 m
u
rd

er. 

C
h

arlie m
ad

e th
e m

an
 w

rite fo
r o

v
er h

alf an
 h

o
u

r, a sen
ten

ce o
r 

tw
o
 each

 o
n
 tw

en
ty

 o
r th

irty
 sep

arate p
ieces o

f p
ap

er, b
efo

re h
e h

ad
 

en
o

u
g

h
. W

e m
ark

ed
 each

 sam
p

le w
ith

 th
e case n

u
m

b
er, th

e p
ris-

o
n

er's n
am

e, an
d

 th
e d

ate, an
d

 th
en

, b
efo

re sen
d

in
g

 th
e sam

p
les o

u
t 

to headquarters in W
ashington, he rem

oved ten or tw
elve of the slips 

of paper and put them
 in his files. I asked C

harlie w
hat he w

as doing, 

an
d
 th

o
u
g
h
 at first h

e w
as relu

ctan
t to

 tell m
e, h

e fin
ally

 ex
p
lain

ed
. 

"If you stay w
ith the bureau," C

harlie started by saying, "this is a 



T
h

e
 F

B
I I-is

h
o

ra
to

ry
 w

a
s
 th

e
 h

ig
h

Ih
th

i o
f th

e
 p

u
b

lic
's

 lo
u

r o
f th

e
 b

u
re

a
u

's
 h

e
a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs
 In

 

W
a

s
h

in
g

to
n

. B
.C

. 
W

rd
e

 W
o

rld
 P

h
o

ro
3
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h
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trick that w
ill save you all kinds of tim

e and trouble in the future. N
o 

o
n
e at th

at lab
 th

ey
 rim

  in W
ashington," C

harlie ctintinued,-'-'icnow
s 

w
hat he's doing. A

fter years of sending handw
riting sam

ples to them
. 

I finally learned that no m
atter how

 m
any I send, they alw

ays call m
e 

a m
o

n
th

 later to
 ask

 fo
r m

o
re. W

h
en

 th
ey

 d
o

, I ju
st p

u
ll o

u
t th

e 

sam
p

les I p
u

t asid
e y

ears ag
o

. p
u

t a fresh
 d

ate o
n

 th
em

, an
d

 sen
d

 

th
em

 in
." 

In the years that follow
ed I learned that C

harlie's low
 opinion of 

th
e F

B
I L

ab
o
rato

ry
 w

as co
m

p
letely

 ju
stified

. W
h
en

 w
e ask

ed
 th

e 

boys in the lab to com
e up w

ith a good w
all m

icrophone so that agents 

F
locking for the B

ureau 	
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--m
ild hear w

hat w
as being said in an adjoining room

 on an espionage 

case w
e had, they couldn't do it, and w

e finally had to turn to the C
IA

 

for help. W
hen w

e w
ere w

orking on the P
entagon P

apers case. w
e 

w
anted to know

 w
hether photocopies w

e w
ere holding as evidence 

w
ere copied from

 an original docum
ent, from

 an original photocopy, 

or from
 a photocopy of a photocopy. T

he lab couldn't give us a satis-

factory answ
er so w

e had to turn to the X
erox C

om
pany for help. T

he 

F
B

I L
ab couldn't even com

e up w
ith a sim

ple "peephole"—
a device 

w
hich, w

hen attached to a car under surveillance, w
ould allow

 us to 

follow
 that car electronically w

hen w
e couldn't follow

 it visually—
that 

w
ould stick to the bottom

 of a car. O
nce again I had to turn to the C

IA
 

for help. 
D

eciphering codes w
as one of the lab's m

ajor functions, but m
ost 

of m
y m

en learned the hard w
ay to take any codes that w

ere giving 

them
 problem

s to the N
ational S

ecurity A
gency if they w

anted re-

sults. A
n old college friend of m

ine, a brilliant scientist w
ho becam

e a 

w
orld-fam

ous m
icrobiologist, once told m

e that he could develop an 

unbreakable code by using bacteria. W
hen he explained his theory to 

m
e I couldn't understand a w

ord of it, and w
hen he asked m

e to put 

him
 in touch w

ith the head of the F
B

I L
ab I did so, but I doubted 

w
hether the F

B
I scientists could understand m

y friend either. T
he 

m
en w

ho w
ere w

orking in the F
B

I L
ab as agent-exam

iners w
ere for 

the m
ost part form

er special agents w
ho w

ere chosen for their lab as-

signm
ents after years in the field because they had once m

ajored in 

biology or physics in college. F
ew

 of them
 have continued their edu-

cation or updated their degrees, and therefore very few
 are aw

are of 

recent scientific developm
ents. T

hey are laboratory technicians, not 

research scientists. 
I put m

y friend, the m
icrobiologist, in touch w

ith D
onald P

ar-

sons, w
ho headed the lab at the tim

e. A
fter their m

eeting, m
y friend 

told m
e that he could tell by P

arsons's blank expression and by the 

questions h
e d

id
n

't ask
 th

at P
arso

n
s h

ad
 g

o
tten

 as little o
u

t o
f th

e 

theory as I had. "D
on't you have a scientist up there?" he asked m

e. 

M
y friend finally gave his code concept to the C

IA
. 

W
hy w

as the lab such a disaster? S
tarting from

 the top, neither of 

the tw
o m

en w
ho held the post of assistant director in charge of the 



9
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T

he B
ureau 

lab
. D

o
n
ald

 P
arso

n
s o

r h
is su

ccesso
r Iv

an
 C

o
n
rad

. h
ad

 an
y
 field

 ex
p
e-

rien
ce, w

h
ich

 serio
u
sly

 affected
 ■-11,.irilidgm

ent on cases w
hich cam

e 
in

 fro
m

 th
e field

 (lab
 	

alsb carrie in from
 other governm

ent agen- 
cies an

d
 fro

m
 lo

cal p
o
lice d

ep
artm

en
ts), an

d
 b

o
th

 m
en

 tried
 to

 m
ak

e 
u
p
 fo

r th
eir lack

 o
f scien

tific k
n
o
w

led
g
e an

d
 ab

ility
 b

y
 o

v
erem

p
h
a-

sizin
g

 clerical an
d

 ad
m

in
istrativ

e p
ro

ced
u

res. B
ecau

se o
f th

is, ag
en

t-
ex

am
in

ers w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 th
e lab

 sp
en

t to
o
 m

u
ch

 tim
e fillin

g
 o

u
t 

fo
rm

s an
d
 n

o
t en

o
u
g
h
 tim

e d
o
in

g
 scien

tific research
. 

T
h

is is a b
asic list o

f th
e F

B
I L

ab
's sh

o
rtco

m
in

g
s d

u
rin

g
 m

y
 tim

e 
th

ere: 

• T
h

e d
o

cu
m

en
t sectio

n
 o

f th
e lab

 co
n

d
u

cted
 n

o
 research

 in
to

 
o

p
tical scan

n
ers, p

h
o

to
electric read

in
g

 d
ev

ices, o
r au

to
m

atic im
ag

-
ery

. S
u
ch

 research
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 sig
n
ifican

t ap
p
licatio

n
 in

 th
e id

en
-

tificatio
n
 o

f h
an

d
w

ritin
g
. 

• N
o

 actu
al research

 w
as co

n
d

u
cted

 in
to

 h
o

lo
g

rap
h

y
, alth

o
u

g
h

 
th

ree-d
im

en
sio

n
al h

o
lo

g
rap

h
ic p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
s o

f th
e scen

e o
f a crim

e 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e an

 in
v
alu

ab
le aid

 to
 in

v
estig

atio
n
. 

• T
o

d
ay

, m
o

re th
an

 sev
en

ty
-fiv

e y
ears after th

e d
isco

v
ery

 o
f d

if-
feren

t b
lo

o
d
 g

ro
u
p
s, v

ery
 little th

at h
as b

een
 d

isco
v
ered

 sin
ce ab

o
u
t 

b
lo

o
d
 h

as fo
u
n
d
 its w

ay
 in

to
 th

e F
B

I L
ab

o
rato

ry
. 

• T
h
e b

an
k
 ro

b
b
ery

 n
o
te file, w

h
ich

..th
o
u
g
h
 it is o

n
e o

f th
e b

u
si-

est an
d
 m

o
st p

ro
d
u
ctiv

e files in
 th

e L
ab

, is m
erely

 a card
 file w

h
ich

 is 
ted

io
u

s to
 w

o
rk

 w
ith

. T
h

e file can
 o

n
ly

 b
e u

sed
 b

y
 o

n
e o

r at m
o

st tw
o

 
p
eo

p
le at o

n
ce. E

x
istin

g
 tech

n
o
lo

g
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 u
tilized

 to
 

im
p
ro

v
e th

e sy
stem

 d
ecad

es ag
o
. 

• O
f th

e 1
3

6
 ag

en
t-ex

am
in

ers em
p

lo
y

ed
 b

y
 th

e lab
 w

h
en

 I w
as 

w
ith

 th
e F

B
I, 1

3
6
 w

ere P
ro

testan
ts o

r C
ath

o
lics an

d
 1

3
6
 w

ere w
h
ite. 

T
h

ere w
asn

't o
n

e Jew
ish

, b
lack

, o
r H

isp
an

ic A
m

erican
. 

• H
isto

rically
, th

e lab
 h

as m
ain

tain
ed

 a b
lack

list o
f p

o
lice d

e-
p
artm

en
ts eu

p
h
em

istically
 called

 th
e "R

estricted
 L

ist." A
 law

 en
-

fo
rcem

en
t ag

en
cy

 p
laced

 o
n

 th
e R

estricted
 L

ist m
ay

 fin
d
 itself co

m
-

p
letely

 cu
t o

ff fro
m

 th
e serv

ices o
f th

e F
B

I L
ab

. T
h

e q
u

ick
est an

d
 

su
rest w

ay
 fo

r a lo
cal d

ep
artm

en
t to

 b
e p

laced
 o

n
 th

e R
estricted

 list 
w

as to
 criticize th

e efficien
cy

 o
f th

e F
B

I t or to encourage the establish-
m

en
t o

f in
d

ep
en

d
en

t reg
io

n
al lab

o
rato

ries. T
h

is list still 'ex
isted

 in
 

1976. 

F
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W
ith

 co
n
d
itio

n
s as b

ad
 as th

ey
 w

ere at th
e F

B
I L

ab
, it w

as n
o
 

w
onder that w

hen I becam
e a supervisor in the research section of the 

D
om

estic Intelligence D
ivision in the early 195os I w

as visited by the 
few

 ag
en

t-ex
am

in
ers w

h
o
 w

ere d
o
in

g
 g

o
o
d
 w

o
rk

 an
d
 w

h
o
 b

eliev
ed

 
th

ey
 co

u
ld

 d
o
 b

etter w
o
rk

 if th
ere w

as a sh
ak

eu
p
 at th

e lab
. T

h
ese 

m
en

 w
ere th

e th
in

k
in

g
, h

o
n
est, in

d
u
strio

u
s, an

d
 co

n
cern

ed
 m

in
o
rity

 
w

h
o
 w

ere resp
o
n
sib

le fo
r w

h
atev

er g
o
o
d
 w

o
rk

 th
e lab

 d
id

 tu
rn

 o
u
t,  

T
h
ey

 ask
ed

 m
e to

 tak
e w

h
atev

er step
s I fo

u
n
d
 n

ecessary
 to

 p
ersu

ad
e 

D
irecto

r H
o
o
v
er th

at fu
n
d
am

en
tal ch

an
g
es w

ere called
 fo

r. I ag
reed

 
to

 d
o
 so

, b
u
t I to

ld
 th

em
 th

at I w
an

ted
 to

 w
ait fo

r th
e rig

h
t m

o
m

en
t, 

an occasion w
hich w

ould justify m
y stirring things up. I didn't have to 

w
ait long. 

D
onald P

arsons w
as in charge of the lab at that tim

e. P
olitically, 

P
arsons w

as an ultraconservative. S
cientifically, he w

as lim
ited

;  p
ro

-
fessio

n
ally

, h
e w

as a h
ig

h
ly

 d
ev

elo
p
ed

 b
u
reau

crat w
h
o
 co

u
ld

n
't d

o
 

enough to please H
oover and T

olson. P
arsons w

as also a close friend 
o
f J. P

. M
o
h
r, o

n
e o

f H
o
o
v
er's clo

sest aid
es, an

d
 th

ey
 h

ad
 a w

ell-
d
eserv

ed
 rep

u
tatio

n
 fo

r p
ro

m
o
tin

g
 an

d
 p

ro
tectin

g
 each

 o
th

er, irre-
sp

ectiv
e o

f th
e facts in

v
o
lv

ed
. 

P
arsons believed in keeping his agent-exam

iners close to hom
e. 

H
e saw

 n
o
 n

eed
 fo

r th
em

 to
 tak

e o
u
tsid

e co
u
rses o

r atten
d
 scien

tific 
m

eetings. A
fter all, P

arsons ran "the greatest law
 enforcem

ent labora-
tory in the w

orld." W
hat did the rest of the scientific com

m
unity have 

to teach his m
en? T

o justify keeping a representative of the F
B

I from
 

atten
d
in

g
 a co

n
v
en

tio
n
 o

f th
e N

atio
n
al A

sso
ciatio

n
 fo

r th
e A

d
v
an

ce-
m

ent of S
cience, P

arsons w
rote a m

em
o criticizing the A

ssociation in 
w

h
ich

 h
e im

p
lied

 th
at its m

em
b
ers w

ere C
o
m

m
u
n
ists. T

h
at w

as m
y
 

d
ep

artm
en

t, an
d
 I felt p

erfectly
 ju

stified
 in

 sen
d
in

g
 M

r. P
arso

n
s a 

m
em

o
 in

 w
h
ich

 I to
o
k
 issu

e w
ith

 h
is p

o
sitio

n
. T

h
e co

n
tro

v
ersy

 th
at 

en
su

ed
 w

as to
 last fo

r w
eek

s. 
F

irst, P
arsons w

rote a m
em

o back to m
e. It w

as characteristically 
p
o
m

p
o
u
s, au

th
o
ritarian

, an
d
 in

co
rrect. H

e sim
p
ly

 h
ad

 n
o
t d

o
n
e h

is 
h
o
m

ew
o
rk

, an
d
 I p

ro
v
ed

 it w
h
en

 I refu
ted

 h
is claim

s b
y
 u

sin
g
 m

ate-
rial out of his ow

n files. T
hen P

arsons w
ent to see A

l B
elm

ont, m
y as-

sistant director and at that tim
e m

y direct boss, and asked B
elm

ont to 
"k

eep
 S

u
lliv

an
's m

o
u
th

 sh
u
t ab

o
u
t th

e L
ab

." A
l B

elm
o
n
t w

as o
n
e o

f 
th

e few
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 risen
 to

 th
e to

p
 ran

k
s o

f th
e F

B
I w

ith
o

u
t lo

sin
g

 h
is 
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in
tegrity alon

g th
e w

ay, an
d

 h
e ab

solu
tely -refu

sed
. "

S
u

llivan
 h

as a 
right to has optniciii, -  he told P

arsons. 
A

 fevJ d
ays after P

arson
s's m

eetin
g w

ith
 B

elm
on

t. I got a visit 
from

 P
arson

s's frien
d

 j. P
. M

oh
r, th

en
 assistan

t d
irector of th

e A
d

-
m

inistrative D
ivision. H

e cam
e by, he said, to give m

e som
e "friendly 

advice," and w
ent on to tell m

e that I w
ould hurt m

y career if I con-
tinued to speak out and to w

rite rude m
em

os. "N
o supervisor should 

ever criticize or attack an assistant director," he said solem
nly as he 

left. I w
rote h

is ad
vice d

ow
n

 in
 m

y d
iary as soon

 as h
e w

as ou
t th

e 
door. T

he conflict continued to rage until D
irector H

oover him
self es-

tablished a com
m

ittee to resolve the issue. T
he com

m
ittee w

as com
-

prised of P
arsons's m

en, how
ever, and the final outcom

e w
as not sat-

isfactory eith
er to P

arson
s or m

e. It w
as a typ

ical fen
ce-strad

d
lin

g 
com

p
rom

ise, th
e k

in
d

 H
oover w

as so good
 at, m

ad
e to calm

 storm
y 

w
aters b

u
t n

ot to solve th
e p

rob
lem

. 

S
IX

 

Life in the C
ircus 

D
IR

E
C

T
O

R
 

th
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 of In
ve 

S 

lived like a king, and the bureau w
as his 

ing w
ith this regal self-im

age, his suite of 
V

isitin
g H

oover w
as an

 aw
e-in

sp
irin

g exp
erien

ce. 
housed a large glass-topped table, the kind m

useum
 

hibits. H
oover's display included a hollow

ed-out ni 
doff A

bel, the R
ussian spy, to pass coded m

essages, 
from

 fam
ous crim

inals like D
illinger and K

arpis. 
the closest H

oover ever cam
e to a real gun since he 

to use one. H
e w

as w
ith the F

B
I for forty-eight ye 

m
ade an arrest or conducted an investigation. In fact 

fon
d

est w
ish

 w
as to b

e in
 ch

arge of w
orld

w
id

e in
 

once left the U
nited States. 

F
rom

 the outer office a visitor w
alked into a s 

w
here one of H

oover's secretaries w
as positioned. 

p
ast th

e d
esk

s of tw
o m

ore secretaries, w
as H

oove 
w

as an enorm
ous room

, lined w
ith books, furnished 

its focal p
oin

t w
as th

e oval tab
le, large en

ou
gh

 to 
center of the room

. N
aturally, H

oover alw
ays sat at 

table. T
hanks to his loyal subjects at the bureau, H

oov 
ing his hours aw

ay from
 the office, too. H

e hated to fl 
orite form

 of transportation and each trip w
as a 

Som
eone from

 the A
dm

inistrative D
ivision w

as exp 
th

e p
resid

en
t o

f the railroad to insure that the tern 
ver's and T

olson's com
partm

ents (they alw
ays travel 

t at a constant sixty-eight degrees. G
od forbid it 

en or sixty-nine. W
hen H

oover arrived at his des 
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