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FTER JOHN F. KENNEDY was killed in Dallas, Lyndon Johnson
lived in fear that he too would be assassinated. T was told
by his Secret Service guards (many of whom hated John-

son's imperious attitude toward them) that after LB] became presi-
dent he usually rode slumped down in his limousine with his head
below the window. When he flew anywhere in Air Force One there
were always two or three fighter planes flying a couple of thousand
feet above the president’s plane, ready to dive down if another plane
flew too close.

4 Juck Kennedy's death shocked and worried Johnson, it also
made him warier than ever of Bobby and Teddy Kennedy. Johnson
believed that both surviving Kennedy brothers had presidential am-
bitions, and as president he saw himself as their natural enemy and
acted accordingly. Threatened by Bobby in particular, he was afraid
that there would be a groundswell of support for Kennedy's nom-
inution as vice-president at the Democratic convention in Atlantic
City where LB], an “accidental president,” sought the unanimous
support of his party. Johnson wanted to choose his own running

mate, und Bobby Kennedy was definitely not on his list of possible

choices

Since Johnson felt he had to protect himself against any last-
minute surprises from the Kennedy camp, he turned to the FBI for
help. He asked Hoover for a special security team of a dozen or s0
agents to be headed by Cartha D. (“Deke”) DeLoach, Courtney
Evans's successor to the job of White House liaison. Ostensibly the
agents would be there to guard against threats to the president, but
this security force was actually a surveillance team, a continuation of
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nation. Johnson had no conrete reason to dislike Morrissey; he only
wanted to make Kennedy look bad and Morrissey's nomination pre-
sented him with the opportunity to do so.

Johnson and Hoover had their mutual fear and hatred of the
Kennedys in common—and more. As neighbors in Washington since
the davs when Johnson was a senator from Texas. they had been
frequent dinner guests in each other’s homes. They remained close
when Johnson served as vice-president, but there was a change in
their relationship when LB] became president. The director was over
sixtv-five by that time, past retirement age for federal employees, and
he mnwwmm in office onlv because of a special waiver which required the
president’s signature each year. That waiver put Hoover right in
Johnson's pocket. With that leverage Johnson began to take mma.m:-
tage of Hoover, using the bureau as his personal investigative arm.
His never-ending requests were usually political, and sometimes il-
legal. There was absolutely nothing Johnson wouldn’t ask of the FBI.
whether or not it fell within the bureau's jurisdiction. And Hoover
hot-footed it to Johnson’s demands. The few times he let LB] down, it
was simply because the bureau lacked the capacity.

Whenever the occasion arose, President Johnson would use the
FBI against the press. As an example, on 15 March 1g6s, LB] called
the bureau and said he was damned disturbed about a story published
by the Washington Evening Star saying that the president was going
to appoint Kermit Gordon (then the director of the Bureau of Budget)
to be secretary of the treasury. Johnson made it clear he was very
displeased that this had been leaked to the press and said he was
going to put a stop to it. '

The president told us to “discreetly” find out who leaked the
storv: We said we'd do what he asked. He reminded the bureau that
we had done this before for him and obviously we had good press con-
tacts. What we did not tell President Johnson was that it was the FBI
who had leaked the information to the Star in the first place. This was
a calculated policy designed to get the press obligated to the FBI so
that we could subsequently use them{ What we did tell ;B was that
the FBI would not and could not leak any such informatfon because
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- we did not know Mr. Gordon was under any consideration, a patent
lie. We had had the tip early from one of our countless highly placed
sources of information.

Hoover had chosen “Deke” DeLoach, a man who at times
seemed to be Hoover's protége and at other times seemed to be al-
most a son to the director, to act as FBI liaison to Johnson when he
served in the Senate. Deloach's relationship with Johnson continued
into the White House where. much to Hoover's chagrin. DeLoach
became a member of Johnson's inner circle. DeLoach and his family
visited with the Johnsons at Camp David and at the LB] Ranch, and
eventually Deloach obtained a direct line to LB]'s White House

., from his bedroom.

Because his advanced age put him in such a precarious position,
Hoover literally turned the bureau and all its resources over to De-
Loach and Johnson to use as they saw fit, and he found himself very
much in the back seat, almost a captive of the president and his FBI
liaison. He couldn’t do a damned thing about it either, even if he had
wanted to, which I doubt. All Hoover wanted was to stay on as direc-
tor, to avoid retirement. Appearances were maintained, however,
and Johnson, through DeLoach. treated Hoover with kid gloves and
was always careful to see that the attorney general, Hoover's nominal
boss, did the same.

For instance, early in 1965 DeLoach told Hoover that the presi-
dent wanted Hoover to know in confidence that he had called both
the attorney general and deputy attorney general into his office and
had specifically instructed them that they were to get along with the
director and the FBI. The president, DelLoach said, told the attorney
general that the director’s advice should be sought, particularly on fu-
ture appointments in the department, and especially the assistant at-
torney generalship of the Criminal Division. The president had also
ructed the attorney general to initiate luncheons or regular meet-
to which he should invite Hoover. Deloach told Hoover that
ohnson was sure that Attomey General Katzenbach would not be
und very long and that he hoped the FBI could put up with him
the time being.
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Cartha “Deke"" DelLoach, Hoover's
fiaison man to the LB)J White House.
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me to Hoover that the CIA was planning to extend its m.mE of opera-
— s to the United States. To Hoover, that was like waving a red flag
r front of a bull. and he was furious when he rmm& it. My CIA con-
—acts saw through DeLoach’s game and came to me in alarm to m_maﬁm
#ne ever-widening gap between the two mmmaommm..._”.rmz .mmrma if ”
=ould do anything to remove Deloach from his liaison job, but

Shdn't have the authority. ;
nu_wumvwwbwnn” once mﬁoﬂ as liaison between the CIA and me when 1
was asked to give a speech to fifteerf hundred or so C . mEEoMmm“
Accompanied by three men from the CIA, Umro.mar mself Ew»
me to the building opposite the Lincoln Memorial where the CIL:
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held many of its meetings. When we arrived at 6:30, no one was
—there. The speech was scheduled for 7:00. By 6:45, when not one
other person had shown up, I began to get very nervous. DeLoach
told me to calm down, that the CIA was so disorganized that evervone
else was probably late. At five minutes to seven, when we were still
alone at the hall, DeLoach went to use the phone. He came back
cursing the CIA. insisting that thev had given him the wrong informa-
tion—I actually had been scheduled to speak in the auditorium of the
HEW building, where a full house was waiting impatiently for the
speaker to arrive. The CIA men and 1 were full of apologies when we

help being late,” he told the anxious CIA delegation who met us at
the door. “It couldn’t be avoided. We were working on an important
espionage case.”

DeLoach and I did not work together, but we knew each other
rather well, enough for him to make a personal request. Somehow he
had heard that I enjoyed browsing in bookstores, and he asked me if T
would buy some books for him. 1 asked what kind of books he
wanted—novels? biography? history? “All of them,” he answered,
“just as long as they look good and are written on serious topics.” He
went on to explain that he wanted the books not to read but to display
in his home to impress his guests. 1 did send him some books, mostly
used but in good condition, and he sent me grateful memos.

Although Deloach was the number three man in the FBI before
me, there was never really any competition between us. If we dis-
agreed, it was because I felt he was giving my friends a raw deal, not
me. For instance, I didn't like the way he treated an associate of mine
named Arbor Gray. As the bureau’s resident expert in the “dangers of
communism,” I was swamped with offers of speaking engagements.
Deloach hoped to lighten my load by taking over some of those en-
| gagements, but Hoover tumed him down so 1 picked Arbor for the
tjob. I was still breaking Arbor in when I brought him with me to
eak to a group in New Jersey. I planned to handle one phase of a
bject and let Arbor handle another. Our points of view dovetailed
beautifully, and thanks to Arbor we gave a marvelous talk. But De-
Loach wrote a memo to Hoover saying that one of his cronies from the
erican Legion (DeLoach held many high posts in the Legion,

finally arrived at the right place at 7:15, but not DeLoach. “Couldn’t
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including national vice-commander and chairman for public relations)
hated Gray's speech and that Deloach therefore had to recommend
r Gray retire from the lecture circuit.
i .ﬂ%m: the director showed me DeLoach’s memo I defended Ar-
bor’s performance, and as soon as 1 got back to my office I ran a check
on the legionnaire who complained about the speech. 1 found out m.;.:
he owed money everywhere and that he had been found psychologi-
callv unfit to serve in the army and was discharged. T reported my find-
Emm, to Hoover and all hell broke loose, but when the smoke cleared
Arbor Gray was back on the lecture circuit and Umh.owm.. never
mentioned it again. No other complaint was lodged against Gray.

DeLoach was happy in his job as liaison man to Lyndon John-
son's White House, and he did his best to keep Johnson happy by
doing whatever the president asked. He asked a lot. When Johnson
was running for president against Senator Barry OoEEm:m_.. he asked
DeLoach to have our agents go through the files to see if ﬁ.vm FBI had
-anything he could use against any members of Goldwater’s staff. .Um-
Loach passed the word to Hoover, who, as always, was glad :., oblige,
and he sent whatever information we came up with (it wasn’'t much)

ight to the White House. .
mﬁaww‘rﬂmg.m objections to Goldwater were political, but his mE.E.mm
toward Senator William Fulbright, chairman of the mm:m_zw .w.c_.m_ma
Relations Committee, was more personal. Johnson nmn_:.w __wm Ful-
bright, and he sincerely believed that the senator was Emu_._mm _H..S the
hands of the enemy when he voiced his objections to LBJ m.SnHmE
policy. Through DeLoach, Johnson ordered Hoover to assign a few

FBI .mmm_:@. to monitor Fulbright’s televized Senate non_._._._&na hear-
ings and analyze what was said for any signs of Communist ipfluence.
but we did it.
! imumorp”“_”&?wm almost as paranoid about the Communist threat as
Hoover was, and, through DeLoach, LB] ordered Hoover to voﬂ.w.:
FBI lookout near the Soviet Embassy in Washington to observe visi-
tors. The president insisted that a _..wno_.m be kept of any mm:.mz.uﬁ or
congressman who entered the embadsy, no matter what m.:m mission
DeLoach explained the president’s feelings to Hoover in March
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of 1966. The presidént, said DeLoach, spoke of the harassment being
given his policies by Senator Fulbright. Johnson said that there were
only about six senators who formed the nucleus of the opposition.
including Fulbright. Morse, Bobby Kennedy, Gruening, Clark (Pa.).
and Aikeri (Vt.). All of these men, Johnson had learned from the FBI,
had either had dinner at the Soviet Embassy or lunches or private
meetings with the Soviet ambassador prior to the beginning of their
heavy opposition to the president’s policies. As for Fulbright. De-
_boach told Hoover, LB] said that he “doesn’t know what the smell of
a cartridge is—he's a narrow-minded egotist who is attempting to run
the countrv.” The president said that what Bobby Kennedy was trv-
ing to do was to bring embarrassment to the administration and fame
. and publicity to himself.

Later that same month DeLoach told Hoover that LB] wanted
the director to discuss the embassy visits during a network television
appearance the president planned to set up for him. LBJ said that
Hoover might want to subtly work in the “fact” that there was consid-
erable espionage going on and that certain Iron Curtain embassies
were attracting many prominent legislators and leaders of the United
States into doing their bidding. The president added that this would
refer to Fulbright and Morse who, he felt, on the Vietnam issue, were
definitely under control of the Soviet Embassy.

Johnson didn’t limit his paranoia to senators and congressmen
with possible Soviet connections, though. He wanted the FBI to keep
{ an eye on every senator and congressman who opposed his policies,
whether they were Republicans or Democrats, whether they leaned
- to the left or to the right. He wanted anything our agents could dig up
on them that might prove embarrassing or politically damaging. He
leaked the information we sent to him on Republicans to the press
himself, but he was reluctant to attack members of his own party and
psupplied whatever damaging information he had on the Democrats to
Everett Dirksen, the leading Republican in the Senate.

Johnson also wanted the FBI to keep a close watch on his critics
in the press. For instance, in April of 1965 Deloach told Hoover of
Johnson's instructions regarding Robert Pierpoint, the White House
feorrespondent for CBS. According to DeLoach, Jack Valenti had
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