
FOUR 

LBJS Tool 

A
Fri'Eli JOHN F. KENNEDY was killed in Dallas, Lyndon Johnson 

lived in fear that he too would be assassinated. I was told 

by his Secret Service guards (many of whom hated John-

son's imperious attitude toward them) that after LBJ became presi-

dent he usually rode slumped down in his limousine with his head 

below the window. When he flew anywhere in Air Force One there 

were always two or three fighter planes flying a couple of thousand 

feet above the president's plane, ready to dive down if another plane 

Hew too close. 

`If Jack Kennedy's death shocked and worried Johnson, it also 

made him wavier than ever of Bobby and Teddy Kennedy. Johnson 

believed that both surviving Kennedy brothers had presidential am-

bitions, and as president he saw himself as their natural enemy and 

acted accordingly. Threatened by Bobby in particular, he was afraid 

that there would he a groundswell of support for Kennedy's nom-

ination as vice-president at the Democratic convention in Atlantic 

City where LBJ, an -accidental president," sought the unanimous 

support of his party. Johnson wanted to choose his own running 

mate, and Bobby Kennedy was definitely not on his list of possible 

choices. 
Since Johnson felt he had to protect himself against any last-

minute surprises from the Kennedy camp, he turned to the FBI for 

help. He asked Hoover for a special security team of a dozen or so 

agents to be headed by Cartha D. (-Deke-) DeLoaoh, Courtney 

Evans's successor to the job of White House liaison. Ostensibly the 

agents would be there to guard against threats to the president, but 

this security force was actually a surveillance'team, a continuation of  

the FBI's surveilh 

keeping track of K 

With the help 

ing a trip Kennedy 

Luciano, the Amer 

Italy by the federa 

Kennedy in a rests 

versation was corn 

approached Kenne 

to return to the Ui 

agent, who knew tl 

subject, reported I 

port as an excuse t 

organized crime. 

and found out wh 

was opposed to 

been. 

In 1965 Johns 

had come to Johns. 

a Kennedy family 

nominate Morrisst 

Oval office, LBJ s 

FBI investigation r 

tive investigations 

puny investigation 

the Supreme Cour 

much. The worst 

had an average rel 

mediocre Judges 

many of them put 

clear. But a few dr 

rissey, stories beg 

him unqualified fc 

the White House, 

ground as proof. 

raised Teddy Ken 
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T

he B
ureau 

n
atio

n
. Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

ad
 n

o
 co

n
rete reaso

n
 to

 d
islik

e M
o
rrissey

; -  h
e o

n
ly

 

w
an

ted
 to

 m
ak

e K
en

n
ed

y
 lo

o
k

 h
ad

 an
d

 M
o

rrissey
'l n

o
m

in
atio

n
 p

re-

sen
ted

 h
im

 w
ith

 th
e o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 d

6
 so

. 

Jo
h

n
so

n
 an

d
 H

o
o

v
er h

ad
 th

eir m
u

tu
al fear an

d
 h

atred
 o

f th
e 

K
en

n
ed

y
s in

 co
m

m
o
n
—

an
d
 m

o
re. A

s n
eig

h
b
o
rs in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 sin

ce 

th
e d

ay
s w

h
en

 Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

as a sen
ato

r fro
m

 T
ex

as. th
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

 

freq
u
en

t d
in

n
er g

u
ests in

 each
 o

th
er's h

o
m

es. T
h
ey

 rem
ain

ed
 clo

se 

w
h

en
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 serv
ed

 as v
ice-p

resid
en

t, b
u

t th
ere w

as a ch
an

g
e in

 

th
eir relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

h
en

 L
B

J b
ecam

e p
resid

en
t. T

h
e d

irecto
r w

as o
v

er 

six
ty

-fiv
e b

y
 th

at tim
e, p

ast retirem
en

t ag
e fo

r fed
eral em

p
lo

y
ees, an

d
 

he stayed in office only because of a special w
aiver w

hich required the 

p
resid

en
t's sig

n
atu

re each
 y

ear. T
h
at w

aiv
er p

u
t H

o
o
v
er rig

h
t in

 

Jo
h
n
so

n
's p

o
ck

et. W
ith

 th
at lev

erag
e Jo

h
n
so

n
 b

eg
an

 to
 tak

e ad
v
an

-

tag
e o

f H
o
o
v
er, u

sin
g
 th

e b
u
reau

 as h
is p

erso
n
al in

v
estig

ativ
e arm

.  

H
is n

ev
er-en

d
in

g
 req

u
ests w

ere u
su

ally
 p

o
litical, an

d
 so

m
etim

es il-

leg
al. T

h
ere w

as ab
so

lu
tely

 n
o
th

in
g
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

o
u
ld

n
't ask

 o
f th

e F
B

I. 

w
h
eth

er o
r n

o
t it fell w

ith
in

 th
e b

u
reau

's ju
risd

ictio
n
. A

n
d
 H

o
o
v
er 

hot-footed it to Johnson's dem
ands. T

he few
 tim

es he let L
B

J dow
n, it 

w
as sim

p
ly

 b
ecau

se th
e b

u
reau

 lack
ed

 th
e cap

acity
. 

W
h
en

ev
er th

e o
ccasio

n
 aro

se, P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

o
u
ld

 u
se th

e 

F
B

I ag
ain

st th
e p

ress. A
s an

 ex
am

p
le, o

n
 1

5
 M

arch
 1

9
6
5
, L

B
J called

 

th
e b

u
reau

 an
d

 said
 h

e w
as d

am
n
ed

 d
istu

rb
ed

 ab
o

u
t a sto

ry
 p

u
b

lish
ed

 

b
y
 th

e W
ashington E

v
en

in
g
 S

tar say
in

g
 th

at th
e p

resid
en

t w
as g

o
in

g
 

to
 ap

p
o

in
t K

erm
it G

o
rd

o
n

 (th
en

 th
e d

irecto
r o

f th
e B

u
reau

 o
f B

u
d

g
et) 

to
 b

e secretary
 o

f th
e treasu

ry
. Jo

h
n

so
n

 m
ad

e it clear h
e w

as v
ery

 

d
isp

leased
 th

at th
is h

ad
 b

een
 leak

ed
 to

 th
e p

ress an
d
 said

 h
e w

as 

g
o
in

g
 to

 p
u
t a sto

p
 to

 it. 
T

h
e p

resid
en

t to
ld

 u
s to

 "d
iscreetly

" fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
o
 leak

ed
 th

e 

sto
ry

: W
e said

 w
e'd

 d
o

 w
h

at h
e ask

ed
. H

e rem
in

d
ed

 th
e b

u
reau

 th
at 

w
e had done this before for him

 and obviously w
e had good press con-

tacts. W
h

at w
e d

id
 n

o
t tell P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
so

n
 w

as th
at it w

as th
e F

B
I 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 leak

ed
 th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e S

tar in
 th

e first p
lace. T

h
is w

as 

a calcu
lated

 p
o

licy
 d

esig
n

ed
 to

 g
et th

e p
ress o

b
lig

ated
 to

 th
e F

B
I so

 

th
at w

e co
u
ld

 su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 u

se th
em

! W
h
at w

e d
id

 tell L i B
J w

as that 

th
e F

B
I w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t an

d
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t leak

 an
y
 su

ch
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 b

ecau
se 
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w
e d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
 M

r. G
o

rd
o

n
 w

as u
n

d
er an

y
 co

n
sid

eratio
n

. a p
aten

t 

lie. W
e h

ad
 h

ad
 th

e tip
 earl• fro

m
 o

n
e o

f o
u
r co

u
n
tless h

ig
h
ly

 p
laced

 

sources of inform
ation. 

H
o
o
v
er h

ad
 ch

o
sen

 "D
ek

e" D
eL

o
ach

. a m
an

 w
h
o
 at tim

es 

seem
ed

 to
 b

e H
o
o
v
er's p

ro
teg

e an
d
 at o

th
er tim

es seem
ed

 to
 h

e al- 

m
o

st a so
n

 to
 th

e d
irecto

r, to
 act as F

B
I liaiso

n
 to

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 w

h
en

 h
e 

served in the S
enate. D

eL
oach's relationship w

ith Johnson continued 

in
to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

h
ere, m

u
ch

 to
 H

o
o
v
er's ch

ag
rin

. D
eL

o
ach

 

becam
e a m

em
ber of Johnson's inner circle. D

eL
oach and his fam

ily 

v
isited

 w
ith

 th
e Jo

h
n
so

n
s at C

am
p
 D

av
id

 an
d
 at th

e L
B

J R
an

ch
, an

d
 

ev
en

tu
ally

 D
eL

o
ach

 o
b

tain
ed

 a d
irect lin

e to
 L

B
J's W

h
ite H

o
u

se 

., from
 his bedroom

. 

B
ecause his advanced age put him

 in such a precarious position, 

H
o

o
v

er literally
 tu

rn
ed

 th
e b

u
reau

 an
d

 all its reso
u

rces o
v

er to
 D

e-

L
o
ach

 an
d
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 to

 u
se as th

ey
 saw

 fit. an
d
 h

e fo
u
n
d
 h

im
self v

ery
 

m
u
ch

 in
 th

e b
ack

 seat, alm
o
st a cap

tiv
e o

f th
e p

resid
en

t an
d
 h

is F
B

I 

liaison. H
e couldn't do a dam

ned thing about it either, even if he had 

w
an

ted
 to

, w
h
ich

 I doubt. A
ll H

oover w
anted w

as to stay on as direc-

to
r, to

 av
o
id

 retirem
en

t. A
p
p
earan

ces w
ere m

ain
tain

ed
, h

o
w

ev
er, 

an
d

 Jo
h

n
so

n
, th

ro
u

g
h

 D
eL

o
ach

. treated
 H

o
o

v
er w

ith
 k

id
 g

lo
v

es an
d

 

w
as alw

ays careful to see that the attorney general, H
oover's nom

inal 
b
o
ss, d

id
 th

e sam
e. 

F
o

r in
stan

ce, early
 in

 1
9

6
5

 D
eL

o
ach

 to
ld

 H
o

o
v

er th
at th

e p
resi-

d
en

t w
an

ted
 H

o
o
v
er to

 k
n
o
w

 in
 co

n
fid

en
ce th

at h
e h

ad
 called

 b
o
th

 

th
e atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral an
d

 d
ep

u
ty

 atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral in

to
 h

is o
ffice an

d
 

h
ad

 sp
ecifically

 in
stru

cted
 th

em
 th

at th
ey

 w
ere to

 g
et alo

n
g
 w

ith
 th

e 

d
irecto

r an
d
 th

e F
B

I. T
h
e p

resid
en

t, D
eL

o
ach

 said
, to

ld
 th

e atto
rn

ey
 

general that the director's advice should be sought, particularly on fu- 

h
ire ap

p
o

in
tm

en
ts in

 th
e d

ep
artm

en
t, an

d
 esp

ecially
 th

e assistan
t at-

to
rn

ey
 g

en
eralsh

ip
 o

f th
e C

rim
in

al D
iv

isio
n

. T
h

e p
resid

en
t h

ad
 also

 

ru
tted

 th
e atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral to
 in

itiate lu
n
ch

eo
n
s o

r reg
u
lar m

eet-

g
s to

 w
h
ich

 h
e sh

o
u
ld

 in
v
ite H

o
o
v
er. D

eL
o
ach

 to
ld

 H
o
o
v
er th

at 
ohnson w

as su
re th

at A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral K
atzen

b
ach

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e 

an
d

 v
ery

 lo
n

g
 an

d
 th

at h
e h

o
p

ed
 th

e F
B

I co
u

ld
 p

u
t u

p
 w

ith
 h

im
 

th
e tim

e b
ein

g
. 



T
h
e B

u
rea

u
 

I first becam
e aw

are of D
eke D

eL
oach w

hen he w
as w

orking as 

liaiso
n

 to
 th

e C
IA

. A
lth

o
u

g
h

 
w

e
 had H

est, ,net—
w

e w
orked in 

=
:.- -i- -.7

en
t d

iv
isio

n
s—

I h
ad

 h
eard

 ab
o
u
t h

im
 fro

m
 so

m
e fo

rm
er F

B
I 

w
h
o
 w

ere w
o
rk

in
g
 fo

r th
e C

IA
. T

h
e w

o
rd

 w
as aro

u
n
d
 th

at 

ach w
as consciously driving a w

edge betw
een the tw

o agencies. 

er w
as jealo

u
s o

f th
e C

IA
's p

ow
er an

d
 h

e h
ad

 b
een

 b
itterly

 

, rspoirited w
hen the new

 agency w
as form

ed to dom
inate the field 

r =
-)71dsside  intelligence D

eL
oach played on that jealousy by hint- 

T
eL

 to H
oover that the C

IA
 w

as planning to extend its field of opera-

.1n3 to the U
nited S

tates. T
o H

oover, that w
as like w

aving a red flag 

fro
n
t o

f a b
u

ll. and he w
as furious w

hen he heard it. M
y C

IA
 con-

a
cts saw

 through D
eL

oach's gam
e and cam

e to m
e in alarm

 to discuss 

e
 ev

er-w
id

en
in

g
 g

ap
 b

etw
een

 th
e tw

o
 ag

en
cies. T

h
ey

 ask
ed

 if I 

=
R

aid
 d

o
 an

y
th

in
g

 to
 rem

o
v

e D
eL

o
ach

 fro
m

 h
is liaiso

n
 jo

b
, b

u
t I 

rischi - t h
av

e th
e au

th
o

rity
. 

D
eL

oach once acted as liaison betw
een the C

IA
 and m

e w
hen 

.ss-
• ask

ed
 to

 g
iv

e a sp
eech

 to
 fifteed

 h
u
n
d
red

 o
r so

 C
4
 em

p
lo

y
ees 

A
cco

m
p

an
ied

 b
y

 th
ree m

en
 fro

m
 th

e C
IA

, D
eL

o
ach

 H
im

self d
ro

v
e 

ew
e to

 th
e b

u
ild

in
g

 o
p

p
o

site th
e L

in
co

ln
 M

em
o

rial w
h

ere th
e C

IA
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h
eld

 m
an

y
 o

f its m
eetin

g
s. W

h
en

 w
e arriv

ed
 at 6

:3
0
, n

o
 o

n
e w

as 
-th

ere-. T
he speech w

as scheduled for 7
:o

o
. B

y 6:45, w
hen not one 

other person had show
n up. I began to get very nervous, D

eL
oach 

told m
e to calm

 dow
n. that the C

IA
 w

as so disorganized that everyone 

else w
as probably late. A

t 
five m

inutes to seven, w
hen w

e w
ere still 

alo
n
e at th

e h
all. D

eL
o
ach

 w
en

t to
 u

se th
e p

h
o
n
e. H

e cam
e b

ack
 

cursing the C
IA

. insisting that they had given him
 the w

rong inform
a- 

tion—
I actually had been scheduled to speak in the auditorium

 of the 

H
E

W
 building, w

here a full house w
as w

aiting im
patiently for the 

speaker to arrive. T
he C

IA
 m

en and 1 w
ere full of apologies w

hen w
e 

finally arrived at the right place at 7:i5, but not D
eL

oach. "C
ouldn't 

help being late," he told the anxious C
IA

 delegation w
ho m

et us at 
the door. 	

couldn't be avoided. W
e w

ere w
orking on an im

portant 

espionage case." 
D

eL
oach and I did not w

ork together, but w
e knew

 each other 

rather w
ell, enough for him

 to m
ake a personal request. S

om
ehow

 he 

had heard that I enjoyed brow
sing in bookstores, and he asked m

e if! 

w
o

u
ld

 b
u

y
 so

m
e b

o
o

k
s fo

r h
im

. I ask
ed

 w
h

at k
in

d
 o

f b
o

o
k

s h
e 

w
anted—

novels? biography? history? "A
ll of them

," he answ
ered. 

-just as long as they look good and are w
ritten on serious topics." H

e 

w
ent on to explain that he w

anted the books not to read but to display 

in his hom
e to im

press his guests. I did send him
 som

e books, m
ostly 

used but in good condition, and he sent m
e grateful m

em
os. 

A
lthough D

eL
oach w

as the num
ber three m

an in the F
B

I before 

m
e, there w

as never really any com
petition betw

een us. If w
e dis-

agreed, it w
as because I felt he w

as giving m
y friends a raw

 deal, not 

m
e. F

or instance, I didn't like the w
ay he treated an associate of m

ine 

nam
ed A

rbor G
ray. A

s the bureau's resident expert in the "dangers of 

com
m

unism
," I w

as sw
am

ped w
ith offers of speaking engagem

ents. 

D
eL

oach hoped to lighten m
y load by taking over som

e of those en-

gagem
ents, but H

oover turned him
 dow

n so I picked A
rbor for the 

b
. I w

as still b
reak

in
g

 A
rb

o
r in

 w
h

en
 I b

ro
u

g
h

t h
im

 w
ith

 o
n

e to
 

sp
eak to a group in N

ew
 Jersey. I planned to handle one phase of a 

su
bject and let A

rbor handle another. O
ur points of view

 dovetailed 

beautifully, and thanks to A
rbor w

e gave a m
arvelous talk. B

ut D
e-

L
oach w

rote a m
em

o to H
oover saying that one of his cronies from

 the 
A

m
erican

 L
eg

io
n

 (D
eL

o
ach

 h
eld

 m
an

y
 h

ig
h

 p
o

sts in
 th

e L
eg

io
n

, 

C
a

rib
. "D

ik
e

" D
e

L
a

n
c

h
, H

o
o

v
e

r's
 

tiaL
so

n
 m

an
 to

 th
e L

H
J W

ilke H
o

u
se. 

W
id

e W
o

rld
 P

h
o

to
s 
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T

h
e B

u
reau

 

including national vice-com
m

ander and chairm
an for public relations) 

hated G
ray's speech and that D

eL
oach therefore had to recom

m
end 

that A
rbor G

ray retire from
 the lecture circuit. 

W
hen the director show

ed m
e D

eL
oach's m

em
o I defended A

r-

bor's perform
ance, and as soon as I got back to m

y office I ran a check 

on the legionnaire w
ho com

plained about the speech. I found out that 
he ow

ed m
oney everyw

here and that he had been found psychologi-

cally unfit to serve in the arm
y and w

as discharged. I reported m
y find-

ings to H
oover and all hell broke loose, but w

hen the sm
oke cleared 

A
rb

or G
ray w

as b
ack

 on
 th

e lectu
re circu

it an
d

 D
eL

oach
 n

ever 

m
en

tion
ed

 it again
. N

o oth
er com

p
lain

t w
as lod

ged
 again

st G
ray. 

D
eL

oach
 w

as h
ap

p
y in

 h
is job

 as liaison
 m

an
 to L

yn
d

on
 Joh

n
-

son
's W

h
ite H

ou
se, an

d
 h

e d
id

 h
is b

est to k
eep

 Joh
n

son
 h

ap
p

y b
y 

d
oin

g w
h

atever th
e p

resid
en

t ask
ed

. H
e ask

ed
 a lot. W

h
en

 Joh
n

son
 

w
as running for president against Senator B

arry G
oldw

ater. he asked 
D

eL
oach to have our agents go through the files to see if the F

B
I had 

anything he could use against any m
em

bers of G
oIdw

ater's staff. D
e-

L
oath passed the w

ord to H
oover, w

ho, as alw
ays, w

as glad to oblige, 

and he sent w
hatever inform

ation w
e cam

e up w
ith (it w

asn't m
uch) 

straigh
t to th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se. 
Johnson's objections to G

oldw
ater w

ere political, but his attitude 

tow
ard Senator W

illiam
 F

ulbright, chairm
an of the Senate F

oreign 
R

elation
s C

om
m

ittee, w
as m

ore p
erson

al. Joh
n

son
 d

id
n

't lik
e F

u
l-

bright, and he sincerely believed that the senator w
as playing into the 

hands of the enem
y w

hen he voiced his objections to L
B

J's V
ietnam

 
p

olicy. T
h

rou
gh

 D
eL

oach
, Joh

n
son

 ord
ered

 H
oover to assign

 a few
 

F
B

I agents to m
onitor F

ulbright's televized Senate com
m

ittee hear-
ings and analyze w

hat w
as said for any signs of C

om
m

unist ipfluence. 

It w
as ab

su
rd

, b
u

t w
e d

id
 it. 

Johnson w
as alm

ost as paranoid about the C
om

m
unist threat as 

H
oover w

as, and, through D
e L

oath, L
B

J ordered H
oover to post an 

F
B

I lookout near the Soviet E
m

bassy in W
ashington to observe visi-

tors. T
h

e p
resid

en
t in

sisted
 th

at a record
 b

e k
ep

t of an
y sen

ator or 

congressm
an w

ho entered the em
ba./sy, no m

atter w
hat' is m

ission.  

D
eL

oach
 exp

lain
ed

 th
e president's feelings to H

oo er in M
arch  

___ L
B

J's T
ool 	

65 
• 

of 1966. T
he president, said D

eL
oach, spoke of the harassm

ent being 
given his policies by Senator F

ulbright. Johnson said that there w
ere 

on
ly ab

ou
t six sen

ators w
h

o form
ed

 th
e n

u
cleu

s of th
e op

p
osition

. 

including F
ulbright. M

orse. B
obby K

ennedy, G
ruening, C

lark (P
a.). 

and A
iken (V

t.). A
ll of these m

en, Johnson had learned from
 the F

B
I, 

had either had dinner at the Soviet E
m

bassy or lunches or private 

m
eetings w

ith the Soviet am
bassador prior to the beginning of their 

h
eavy op

p
osition

 to th
e p

resid
en

t's p
olicies. A

s for F
u

lb
righ

t. D
e-

_L
iaach.torailoover, L

B
J said that he "doesn't know

 w
hat the sm

ell of 
a cartridge is—

he's a narrow
-m

inded egotist w
ho is attem

pting to run 
the country." T

he president said that w
hat B

obby K
ennedy w

as try-
ing to do w

as to bring em
barrassm

ent to the adm
inistration and fam

e 
and publicity to him

self. 
L

ater that sam
e m

onth D
eL

oach told H
oover that L

B
J w

anted 

the director to discuss the em
bassy visits during a netw

ork television 
appearance the president planned to set up for him

. L
B

J said that 

H
oover m

ight w
ant to subtly w

ork in the "fact" that there w
as consid-

erable espionage going on and that certain Iron C
urtain em

bassies 
w

ere attracting m
any prom

inent legislators and leaders of the U
nited 

States into doing their bidding. T
he president added that this w

ould 

refer to F
ulbright and M

orse w
ho, he felt, on the V

ietnam
 issue, w

ere 
definitely under control of the Soviet E

m
bassy. 

Johnson didn't lim
it his paranoia to senators and congressm

en 
w

ith possible Soviet connections, though. H
e w

anted the F
B

I to keep 

an eye on every senator and congressm
an w

ho opposed his policies, 
w

hether they w
ere R

epublicans or D
em

ocrats, w
hether they leaned 

to the left or to the right. H
e w

anted anything our agents could dig up 
on them

 that m
ight prove em

barrassing or politically dam
aging. H

e 

leaked the inform
ation w

e sent to him
 on R

epublicans to the press 

him
self, but he w

as reluctant to attack m
em

bers of his ow
n party and 

supplied w
hatever dam

aging inform
ation he had on the D

em
ocrats to 

verett D
irksen, the leading R

epublican in the Senate. 

Johnson also w
anted the F

B
I to keep a dose w

atch on his critics 
the press. F

or instance, in A
pril of 1965 D

eL
oach told H

oover of 

ohnson's instructions regarding R
obert P

ierpoint, the W
hite H

ouse 
rresp

on
d

en
t for C

B
S

. A
ccord

in
g to D

eL
oach

, Jack
 V

alen
ti h

ad
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