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Removed After His Death 
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WASHINGTON, June S—The 

Justice Department is looking 

into the possibility that letters 

and documents removed from 

the office of 3. Edgar Hoover 

immediately after his death in 

1972 contained sensitive infor-

mation on public figures or 

otherwise bore on the F.B.I.'s 

operations, according to a 

spokesman for the agency. 

The existence of "secret" files 

maintained by the late director 

of the Federal Bureau of inves-

tigation, long rumored in Wash-

ington, was confirmed for the 

first time last February by At-

torney General Edward H. Levi. 
Testifying before a sUbcom-

inittee of the House Judiciary 

Committee, Mr. Levi reported 

that -,1.84 file jackets, merited 

"O.C„," for "Official and Con-

fidential," some of which con-
tained derogatory information 
on Presidents, members of Con-

gress and others, were taken 
ftom Mr. Hoover's office to 

that of W. Mark Felt, then 

the associate director. shortly 

after Mr. Hoover's death on 

May 2, 1972. 
YOther Data Dispersed 

At the same hearing, howev-

er, Clarence M. Kelley, the cur-

rent F.B.I. director, testified 

that the O.C, file's subsequently 

recovered by the Justice De-

partment had not been the only 

documents dispersed from the 

director's office after Mr. 

Hoover's death. 
There ware "some files," Mr. 

Kelley said, "which were not 

,transferred and which were 

dogroyed prior to the move 

to the associate director's of-

fice." 
•1Others were "taken out to 

his home and placed in his 

home, they being historical. I 

presume, to some extent," Mr 
Kelley added. 'There is no indi-
cation that they were other 

. than personal files." 
.It it these documents, 

.Justice Department 
said, in which the department 

is "interested." 	• 
An F.B.I. spokesmen said this 

week that Mr. Kelley had based. 
kis remarks on assuranoes by 

Hoover associates that the doc-

uments removed to Mr. Hoov-
er's home in Washington. had 

included only his personal ef-

fects and nothing of any offi-

cial significance to the bureau. 

Inveadgatien Started 

The Justice DePertinewg 
spokesman said. however, that 

his agency was nonethelres 

"taking steps to find out what, 

if any, files were removed" 

along with the letters and other 

PaPers. 
He would not say precisely 

what form the investigation 

had taken, or whether the 

whereabouts of the papers, or 

even their existence, had been 

poellvely established. 
Shortly after Mr. Hoover's 

death, Clyde Tolson, Mr. 

Hoover's long-time personal 

associate and the bureau's No. 

2 official, moved into the late 

director's home. 
Several pest and present 

F.B.I. officials said they under-

stood that Mr. Tolsoo, J, P. 

Mohr, another hoover associ-

ate, and various bureau secre-

taries, Including Helen W. 

Gandy. Mr. Hoover's personal 

assistant for many years, spent 

"weeks" in the house going 

through the materials that had 

been removed. 

Office 'Sealed Off' 

One former F.B.I. official said 

that, upon hearing of Mr. 

Hoover's death, Mr. Tolson 

called Richard G. Klelndienst, 

then the Attorney General, and 

asked him to order Mr. Hoo-

ver's office "sealed off." 
The office was closed, the 

man recalled, and L. Patrick 

Gray 3d, who had taken over 

as acting director of the bu-

reau, gave Mr. Hoover's aides 

a week to clear out his personal 

effects. 
In addition, these officials 

said, Mite Gandy had begun, 

about a year before Mr. Hoo-

ver's death, and on MI beanie-
Cons, to purge the files that 

were then In his Office. Some 

files. the officials -geld, were 
destroyed daring that period. 

Mr. Tolson. to whom Mr. 
Hoover left an satate valuhl 

at more than 1500.000—includ-

ing the 1I20,000 home to 

which the papers were taken—

was the executor of the late 
director's will, and thug re-

tained control over all of his 
"personal" belongings. 

There are no indications that 
the documents—if they indeed 

remained in existence—left the 

Hoover house before Mr. Tolson 

died lag April. The nominated 

executor of Mr, Tolson's will, 

to whom Mr. Tolson reportedly 

left about 325,000, is Mr. Mohr. 

who is now retired i'torn the 
F.B.I. 

A second former F.B.I. official 

said it was Mr. Mohr who 

had originally "engineered" th4 

transfer of documents from the 
bureau's headquarters to Mr. 

Hoover's house, and he suggest- 

ed thee in his capacity as 
nominated executor of Mr. Tol- 

toe's estate, Mr. Mohr might 
have knowledge of their cur-

rent whereabouts. 
Mr. Mohr dismissed the sug-

gestion, however, and said he 

had no knowledge of any doc-

uments having been removed 

to Mr. Hoover's house upon 

hi,. death or from the house 

Lippe Mr -rehires's death 

The secutid 'mover •lifit 

described sortie of the papers,' 

believed to have been removed) 

,to Mr. Hoover's home as "au-1 

'persensitive." and cautioned! 
that the use of the word "Mies" 
by those searching for them,' 

might lead to a semantic trap. 

Although the 'O.C. files and 

possibly sonic others were de-t 

signated by that term, the for- ,i 

I

mer official said Mr. Hoover 
had amassed "many, many doc-
uments—they , ran into the 
thousands." 	• 

"Don't call them files, be-
.cause there were documents, 
not always put in a regular 
F.H.I. file." he continued. "They 

were documents put in these 
special containers." 


