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T

h
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 o
f In

v
esti-

g
atio

n
 rep

eated
ly

 an
d
 co

v
ertly

 
a
tte

m
p
te

d
 to

 m
a
n
ip

u
la

te
 th

e
 

n
ew

s m
ed

ia in
 an

 effo
rt to

 in
-

flu
en

ce p
u
b
lic o

p
in

io
n
 an

d
 d

is-
cred

it citizen
s an

d
 o

rg
an

iza-
tio

n
s th

a
t w

e
re

 its ''ta
rg

e
ts,' 

the S
enate S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

Intelligence A
ctiV

Ities reported 
today. 

T
h
e co

m
m

ittee's rep
o
rt o

n
 

d
o
m

estic in
tellig

en
ce activ

ities 
presented evidence of pervasive 
an

d
 freq

u
en

tly
 su

ccessfu
l ef-

fo
rts b

y
 th

e
 F

.B
.I. to

 u
se

 th
e
 

n
ew

s m
ed

ia to
 attack

 su
ch

 tar-
g
ets as th

e R
ev

. M
artin

 L
u
th

er 
K

in
g
 Jr. an

d
 g

ro
u
p
s an

d
 in

d
iv

i-
d
u
als in

 w
h
at are d

escrib
ed

 as 
th

e "n
ew

 left." 
F

ollow
ing are exam

ples from
 

th
e
 re

p
o
rt o

f w
a
y
s in

 w
h
ic

h
 

th
e F

.B
.I. so

u
g
h
t to

 in
flu

en
ce 

reports of the new
s m

edia: 
A

T
Iu

tau
g
h
 a "g

o
o
d
 frien

d
" 

w
h
o
 w

as ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e b

o
ard

 
o
f a

 n
a
tio

n
a
l m

a
g
a
z
in

e
, th

e
 

b
u
reau

 k
illed

 an
 u

n
fav

o
rab

le 
a
rtic

le
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
 th

a
t 

w
as sch

ed
u
led

 to
 ap

p
ear in

 th
e 

m
agazine. o

fficials ap
p
ro

ach
ed

 
rep

o
rters, in

clu
d
in

g
 o

n
e fro

m
 

a m
ajo

r m
ag

azin
e, an

d
 o

ffered
 

to
 p

lay
 tap

e reco
rd

in
g
s "em

b
ar-

rassing" to D
r. K

ing. 
"A

 freelan
ce w

riter w
as fu

r-
nished by, the bureau w

ith pho-'  

to
g
rap

h
s d

ep
ictin

g
 

a 
radical 

g
ro

u
p
's ap

artm
en

t as "a sh
am

 
b
les w

ith
 lew

d
, o

b
scen

e an
d
 re-

v
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 slo
g
an

s d
isp

lay
ed

 
o
n
 th

e w
alls." 

( II'h
e
 W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 b

u
re

a
u
 

ch
ief o

f a m
ajo

r n
ew

s o
rg

an
iza-

tio
n
 w

as alleg
ed

ly
 g

iv
en

 d
iscre-

d
itin

g
 In

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

law
y
er d

efen
d
in

g
 D

r. D
an

iel 
E

llsb
erg

 in
 th

e P
en

tag
o
n
 p

ap
ers 

case. 
T

h
e F

.B
.I.'s effo

rts to
 u

se th
e 

new
s m

edia w
ere generally part 

o
f th

e b
u
reau

's co
in

telp
ro

, o
r 

counterintelligence 	
program

, 
d
esig

n
ed

 to
 "d

isru
p
t" o

r "n
eu

-
tralize" p

eo
p
le o

r g
ro

u
p
s co

n
si-

d
ered

 a th
reat to

 d
o
m

estic se-
cu

rity
. B

u
t th

e rep
o
rt in

d
icates 

th
at th

e F
.B

.I. also
 so

u
g
h
t to

 
u
se th

e n
ew

s m
ed

ia to
 d

isse-
m

in
ate its o

w
n
 v

iew
s o

n
 su

ch
 

Issu
e
s a

s fo
re

ig
n
 p

o
lic

y
 a

n
d
 

sexual m
orality. 

A
 freq

u
en

t tech
n
iq

u
e u

sed
 b

y
 

th
e b

u
reau

 w
as to

 p
lan

t n
ew

s 
articles th

ro
u
g
h
 "frien

d
ly

" re-
p
o
rters, ed

ito
rs an

d
 ex

ecu
tiv

es. 
T

h
e b

u
reau

 also
 u

sed
 its co

n
-

tacts in
 th

e m
ed

ia to
 su

p
p
ress 

articles th
at w

ere d
eem

ed
 u

n
-

frien
d
ly

 to
 th

e b
u
reau

 o
r o

th
er-

w
ise regarded as undesirable. 
T

h
e rep

o
rt said

 th
at th

e b
u
re-

a
u
's c

rim
e
 re

c
o
rd

s d
iv

isio
n
 

m
a
in

ta
in

e
d
 "c

o
v
e
rt L

ia
iso

n
" 

w
ith

 th
e
 n

e
w

s m
e
d
ia

 to
 a

d
. 

v
an

ce tw
o
 m

ain
 d

o
m

estic in
tel-

ligence objectives: (1) providing 
d
ero

g
ato

ry
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 th
e 

m
e
d
ia

 in
te

n
d
e
d
 to

 g
e
n
e
ra

lly
  

d
iscred

it th
e activ

ities o
r id

eas 
o
f ta

rg
e
te

d
 g

ro
u
p
s o

r in
d
iv

i 
duals, and (2) dissem

inating un-
fa

v
o
ra

b
le

 a
rtic

le
s, n

e
w

s re
-

leases and background inform
a-

tio
n
 in

 o
rd

er to
 d

isru
p
t p

articu
-

lar activ
ities." 

A
t th

e co
m

m
itete's h

earin
g
s, 

a fo
rm

er d
irecto

r o
f th

e crim
e 

reco
rd

s d
iv

isio
n
, T

h
o
m

as E
. 

B
ish

o
p
, testified

 th
at h

e k
ep

t 
a
 list o

f th
e
 b

u
re

a
u
's "p

re
ss 

frien
d
s" in

 h
is d

esk
. 

H
e 

also 
said

 th
at th

e F
.B

.I. so
m

etim
es 

refu
sed

 to
 co

o
p
erate w

ith
 re-

p
o
rters w

h
o
 w

ere critical o
f th

e 
b
u
reau

 o
r its d

irecto
r. 

M
r. B

ish
o
p
 sa

id
 th

a
t. a

s a
 

g
en

eral ru
le, th

e b
u
reau

 g
av

e 
o
u
t o

n
ly

 "p
u
b
lic reco

rd
 in

fo
r-

m
atio

n
," b

u
t th

at- th
is co

u
ld

 
co

v
er alm

o
st ev

ery
th

in
g
 in

 th
e 

files "on a targeted individual." 
D

r. K
in

g
, th

e
 c

iv
il rig

h
ts 

lead
er w

h
o
 w

as assassin
ated

 in
 

1
9
6
8
, w

as a freq
u
en

t o
b
ject o

f 
F

.B
.I. "n

ew
s leak

s," acco
rd

in
g
 

to
 th

e
 re

p
o
rt_

 It a
lle

g
e
d
 th

a
t 

th
e b

u
reau

 o
ffered

 to
 p

lay
 fo

r 
rep

o
rters tap

e reco
rd

in
g
s th

at 
w

ere said
 to

 b
e "em

b
arrassin

g
" 

to
 D

r. K
in

g
—

p
resu

m
ab

ly
 in

-
volving a sex episode. 

T
h
e rep

o
rt stated

 th
at in

 N
o
-

v
em

b
er 1

9
6
4
, th

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 

b
u
re

a
u
 c

h
ie

f o
f a

 "n
a
tio

n
a
l 

new
s publication" told N

icholas 
B

. K
atzerib

ach
. w

h
o
 w

as th
en

 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral, th

at o
n
e o

f 
h
is re

p
o
rte

rs h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
-

p
ro

ach
ed

 b
y
 th

e F
.B

.I. an
d
 o

f-
fered

 a ch
an

ce to
 listen

 to
 "in

- 

terestin
g
" tap

e reco
rd

in
g
s in

-
volving D

r. K
ing. 

B
enjam

in C
. B

radlee, now
 ex-

ecutive editor of T
he W

ashing-
to

n
 P

o
st, co

n
firm

ed
 to

 a q
u
es-

tio
n
er to

d
ay

 th
at w

h
en

 h
e w

as 
bureau chief of N

ew
sw

eek m
a-

gazine in 1964 he inform
ed M

r. 
K

atzen
b
ach

 o
f th

e o
ffer m

ad
e 

to one of his reporters. 
T

h
e rep

o
rt g

en
erally

 d
id

 n
o
t 

d
v
u
lg

e th
e n

am
es o

f th
e jo

u
r-

nalist or new
s m

edia executives 
w

h
o
 w

ere in
 co

n
tact w

ith
 th

e 
F

.31. 
A

ccording to the S
enate find-

in
g
s, th

e F
.B

.I. m
ain

tain
ed

 a 
c
lo

se
 re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 th

e
 

ch
airm

an
 o

f a n
atio

n
al m

ag
a-

zin
e d

escrib
ed

 in
 a b

u
reau

 m
e-

m
o
ra

n
d
u
m

 a
s
 "

o
u
r g

o
o
d
 

frien
d
." T

h
e rep

o
rt said

 th
at 

th
e b

u
reau

 to
o
k
 ad

v
an

tag
e o

f 
th

e
 re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 th

e
 

unidentified 	
executive 	

to 
"sq

u
elch

" an
 u

n
fav

o
rab

le ar-
ticle, to postpone publication of 
an article on an F

.B
.I. C

ase and 
fo

restall p
u
b
licatio

n
" o

f an
 ar-

ticle w
ritten by D

r. K
ing. 

F
ollow

ing are som
e other ex-

am
p
les cited

 in
 th

e rep
o
rt o

f 
attem

p
ted

 m
an

ip
u
latio

n
 o

f th
e 

new
s m

edia by the F
.B

.I.: 
0IF

..B
1. headquarters asked its 

fie
ld

 o
ffic

e
s to

 p
ro

v
id

e
 th

e
 

p
ress w

ith
 sp

ecific d
ata "d

e-
p
ictin

g
 th

e scu
rrilo

u
s an

d
 d

e-
p
rav

ed
 n

atu
re o

f m
an

y
 o

f th
e 

ch
a
ra

c
te

rs, a
c
tiv

itie
s, h

a
b
its 

an
d
 liv

in
g
 co

n
d
itio

n
s rep

resen
-

tativ
e o

f n
ew

 left ad
h
eren

ts,"  

say
in

g
 th

at "ev
ery

 av
en

u
e o

f 
p
o
ssib

le em
b
arrassm

en
t m

u
st 

b
e v

ig
o
ro

u
sly

 an
d
 en

th
u
siasti-

cally explored." 
41T

he bureau ordered field of-
fices to

 g
ath

er in
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

at 
w

o
u
ld

 d
isp

ro
v
e alleg

atio
n
s b

y
 

"th
e lib

eral p
ress, th

e b
leed

in
g
 

h
e
a
rts a

n
d
 th

e
 fo

rc
e
s o

n
 th

e
 

eft," th
at th

e ch
icag

o
 p

o
lice 

u
sed

 u
n
d
u
e fo

rce ag
ain

st d
e-

m
o
n
strato

rs at th
e 1

9
6
8
 D

em
o
-

c ratic N
ational C

onvention. 
4
S

e
v
e
ra

l m
o
n
th

s a
fte

r th
e
 

C
o
in

te
lp

ro
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s w

e
re

 
su

p
p
o
sed

 to
 h

av
e en

d
ed

, th
e 

F
.B

.I. attem
p
ted

 to
 d

iscred
it 

L
eonard B

oudin, the law
yer de-

fen
d
in

g
 D

r. D
an

iel E
llsb

erg
 in

 
th

e P
en

tag
o
n
 p

ap
ers case, b

y
 

d
isclo

sin
g
 to

 th
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

b
u
reau

 ch
ief o

f a m
ajo

r n
ew

s 
serv

ice in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u
t M

r. 
B

o
u
d
in

's alleg
ed

 sy
m

p
ath

y
 fo

r 
"com

m
unist causes." 

9
T

h
e
 b

u
re

a
u
 p

la
c
e
d
 in

 a
 

ne
w

sp
a
p
e
r a

n
 a

rtic
le

 b
y
 "a

 
w

ealth
y
 N

eg
ro

 in
d
u
strialist" 

th
at p

u
rp

o
rted

 "to
 g

iv
e th

e lie 
to

 th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist co

n
ard

 th
at 

th
e N

eg
ro

 is d
o
w

n
tro

d
d
en

 an
d
 

h
as n

o
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ities in

 A
m

eri-
ca." T

h
e b

u
reau

 also
 aid

ed
 th

e 
p
u
b
licatio

n
 o

f articles su
p
p
o
rt-

ing the w
ar in V

ietnam
. 

A
s o

n
e o

f its reco
m

m
en

d
a-

tio
n
s, th

e co
m

m
ittee u

rg
ed

 th
at 

in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
cies b

e p
ro

h
i-

b
ited

 fro
m

 d
issem

in
atin

g
 in

fo
r-

m
atio

n
 to

 th
e n

ew
s m

ed
ia fo

r 
political or caber im

proper pur-
poses, inluding discrediting op-
p
o
n
en

ts o
r critics. 


