
Invasion 
B

y R
ichard E

. R
otnaan 

W
a

s
ta

n
e

to
n

 P
o

s
t M

e
t W

O
W
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T
h

e S
p

ecial S
en

ate S
u

b
com

-
m

ittee on
 P

rivacy an
d

 In
for-

m
ation

 S
ystem

s is n
om

in
ally 

h
old

in
g h

earin
gs th

is w
eek

 on
 

a
 b

ill to
 esta

b
lish

 a
 p

riv
a
cy

 
b

oard
 to oversee "

gath
erin

g 
an

d
 d

isclosu
re of in

form
ation

 
concerning individuals." 

D
esp

ite w
id

ely d
ivergen

t id
-

eo
lo

g
ies, h

o
w

ev
er, th

e w
it-

n
esses a

re testify
in

g
 to

 ju
st 

on
e th

in
g—

fear of a govern
. 

w
en

t w
ith

 excessive access to  sen
sitive in

form
ation

 on
 in

d
i-

viduals. 
V

ice P
resid

en
t G

era
ld

 R
. 

F
ord

, in
 a letter to com

m
ittee 

C
hairm

an Sam
 J. E

rvin Jr. (D
-

N
.C

.), yesterd
ay su

p
p

orted
 a 

p
rd

itib
itian

 on
 "

secret"
 gov-

ern
m

en
t record

-k
eep

in
g sys-

tem
s. 

"
P

riv
a

cy
 is a

 b
ip

a
rtisa

n
 

cau
se,"

 F
ord

 said
. "

W
e can

 
an

d
 sh

ou
ld

 close ran
k

s on
 th

is 
vital issu

e of grow
in

g 'an
d

 le-
gitim

ate concern to the A
m

eri-
can

 p
eop

le."
 F

ord
's rem

ark
s 

w
ere read to the com

m
ittee by P

h
ilip

 W
. B

u
ch

en
, th

e execu
-

tive d
irector of th

e D
om

estic 
C

o
u

n
cil C

o
m

m
ittee' o

n
 th

e 
R

igh
t of P

rivacy, w
h

ich
 F

ord
 

heads. 
F

ord
 also revealed

 th
at th

e 
ad

m
in

istration
 is p

lan
n

in
g to 

d
ra

ft leg
isla

tio
n

 to
 p

rev
en

t 
"snooping" by the operators of 
cab

le television
 system

s, all of 
w

hom
 have the technical capa-

b
ility to record

 th
e p

rogram
 

p
referen

ces o
f su

b
scrib

ers 
w

ith
ou

t th
eir p

erm
ission

 or 
know

ledge. 
In

 su
p

p
ort of th

e p
rop

osed
  p

rivacy legislation
 S

en
. B

arry 
G

old
w

ater (R
-A

riz.) told
' th

e 
com

m
ittee it m

u
st "

p
rogram

 
th

e p
rogram

m
ers ... It is m

y 
b

elief th
at as w

e m
ove closer 

to a d
ata-b

an
k

ed
 society, p

ri-
vacy m

u
st b

e p
lan

n
ed

 b
efore-

hand." • 
In

 oth
er

, 
testim

on
y, rep

re-
sen

ta
tiv

es o
f th

e N
a
tio

n
a

l 
C

om
m

ittee for C
itizens in E

d- 
ucation, 	

charged 	
that 

"
d

ossiers"
 are m

ain
tain

ed
 on

 
a
t lea

st 4
5
 m

illio
n

 p
u

b
lic 

school children. Stanley J. Sal-
ett, sen

ior com
m

ittee associ-
ate, claim

ed
 24 states h

ave n
o 

statutes protecting the privacy 
of acad

em
ic, m

ed
ical an

d
 p

sy-
ch

ological rep
orts on

 sch
ool 

children. 
E

leven
 states d

o n
ot m

ain
- M

in
 gu

id
elin

es for th
e d

istri- 
b

u
tion

 of in
form

ation
, S

alett 
said

, leh
vin

g release of su
ch

 
in

form
ation

 to th
e d

iscretion
 

o
f m

o
re th

a
n

 1
8

,0
0

0
 lo

ca
l 

school boards. 
A

lso
 testify

in
g

 y
esterd

a
y

 
w

ere H
ope E

astm
an, assistant 

d
irecto

r o
f th

e D
istrict o

f 
C

o
lu

m
b

ia
 A

m
erica

n
 C

iv
il 

L
iberties U

nion and represent-
atives of th

e L
ib

erty L
ob

b
y 

an
d

 th
e C

om
m

erce D
ep

art-
m

ent's C
ensus B

ureau and In-
stitute for C

om
puter Sciences. 

T
h

e Id
eological d

iversity of 
the w

itnesses w
as striking. 

O
n

 M
on

d
ay, con

servative 
R

ep. B
arry G

oldw
ater, Jr. (It-

C
aL

) and liberal R
ep. E

dw
ard 

K
och (D

-N
.Y

.) appeared before 
th

e com
m

ittee as co-sp
on

sors 
of a sim

ilar b
ill u

n
d

er con
sid

-
eration

 in
 th

e H
ou

se. F
orm

er 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
era

l E
llio

t L
. 

R
ichardson testified, and each

,  

senator P
resent spoke in favor 

o
f th

e h
ili—

a
ll in

 a
p

p
a
ren

t 
harm

ony. 
T

h
eir reason

 w
as a catch

-ell 
—

"
W

atergate."
 F

or th
e w

it-
nesses. "W

atergate" m
eant the 

need to regulate vast netw
orks 

of d
ata b

an
k

s an
d

 a h
eigh

t-
en

ed
 con

cern
 ab

ou
t sop

h
isti-

ca
ted

 in
terferen

ces in
 p

er-
son

al p
rivacy. A

ll recogn
ized

 
th

at tech
n

ology cou
ld

 aid
 in

- 
form

ation-retrieval 	
techni- 

spies, som
etim

es excessively, if 
not controlled. 

T
h

e p
rob

lem
 th

e com
m

ittee 
faces, 	

F
ord 	

said, 	
is 

"
b

alan
cin

g"
 in

d
ivid

u
al in

ter-
ests an

d
 th

e n
eed

s of govern
-

m
en

t in
 "

ob
tain

in
g th

e in
for-

m
ation

 n
eed

ed
 to ad

m
in

ister 
Its serv

ices a
n

d
 en

fo
rce its 

law
s." 

of P
rivacy F

ocus of Senate H
earing 


