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W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 A

 top space official, 
w

ho w
ent salm

on fishing last year w
ith 

B
o
ein

g
 b

ig
-w

ig
s, tried

 afterw
ard

 to
 

a
w

a
rd

 h
is fish

in
g

 c
o

m
p

a
n

io
n

s a
 

"w
asteful," $200,000 contract. 

T
he inside story is told in confidential 

m
em

o
s fro

m
 th

e files o
f th

e N
atio

n
al 

A
eronautics. and S

pace A
dm

inistration 
(N

A
S

A
). 

T
he m

em
os identify the obliging space 

o
ffic

ia
l a

s Ja
c
k

 A
. Jo

n
e
s, a

 q
u

a
lity

 
control chief based in H

ouston. H
e w

as 
tak

en
 fish

in
g
 b

y
 co

rp
o
rate ex

ecu
tiv

es 
d
u
rin

g
 a

 v
isit to

 B
o
e
in

g
's S

e
a
ttle

 
h
ead

q
u

arters. 
A

n
o

th
er sp

ace o
fficial, Jo

sep
h

 H
. 

L
evine, w

as included on the fishing trip 
but played no part in seeking the $200,000 
contract for his hosts. 

T
h
e in

cid
en

t w
as tu

rn
ed

 in
to

 stark
 

d
ram

a w
h
en

 th
e co

m
p
lain

an
t, Jam

es 
M

axw
ell, suddenly died of a heart attack 

a
fte

r h
e
 b

ro
u

g
h

t th
e
 sc

a
n

d
a
l to

 th
e
 

attention of N
A

S
A

 investigators. F
riends 

sa
y

 h
is d

ilig
e
n

c
e
 in

 p
re

ssin
g

 th
e
 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 h

elp
ed

 b
rin

g
 o

n
 th

e fatal 
attack

. 
M

axw
ell w

as upset because his nam
e 

w
as listed as the N

A
S

A
 engineer w

ho had 
req

u
ested

 th
e $

2
0
0
,0

0
0
 co

n
tract. T

h
e 

m
o

n
ey

 w
as su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 b

e sp
en

t fo
r 

research equipm
ent that he thought w

as 
unnecessary. A

ccording to a confidential 
rep

o
rt, h

e saw
 "ab

so
lu

tely
 n

o
 n

eed
 fo

r 
this purchase request" and considered it 
"w

asteful to spend (the) m
oney." 

It w
as Jones, not M

axw
ell, w

ho sought 
th

e $
2
0

0
,0

0
0

 co
n

tract fo
r B

o
ein

g
, th

e 
docum

ents charge. H
e allegedly began 

p
u

sh
in

g
 fo

r th
e co

n
tract im

m
ed

iately
 

after h
e retu

rn
ed

 fro
m

 th
e fish

in
g

 trip
 

w
ith B

oeing executives. 
T

h
e o

u
trag

ed
 M

ax
w

ell co
m

p
lain

ed
  

that the use of his nam
e "im

plicates m
e 

in
 a v

io
latio

n
 o

f law
." H

e d
ied

 b
efo

re 
N

A
S

A
 com

pleted its investigation, w
hich 

resu
lted

 in
 can

cellin
g

 th
e co

n
tract. 

Jones and L
evine got off, how

ever, w
ith 

a m
ild reprim

and. 
F

o
o

tn
o

te
: A

 N
A

S
A

 sp
o

k
e
sm

a
n

 
co

n
firm

ed
 th

at Jo
n

es an
d

 L
ev

in
e w

ere 
entertained by B

oeing on the fishing trip 
and acknow

ledged that Jones has sought 
a $200,000 contract for B

oeing after his 
return. N

orm
an W

ynn, one of the B
oeing 

h
o
sts 

o
n
 th

e
 sa

lm
o
n
 e

x
c
u
rsio

n
, 

confirm
ed that it took place, called the 

affair "insignificant" and hung up on our 
rep

o
rter, M

arc S
m

o
lo

n
sk

y
. Jo

n
es an

d
 

L
evine did not return our calls. 
S

U
R

V
E

IL
L

A
N

C
E

 S
U

B
S

ID
Y

: W
hen 

lo
cal p

o
licem

en
 o

r p
ro

secu
to

rs n
eed

 
special help to spy on alleged crim

inals, 
they turn to U

ncle S
am

 for help. D
uring 

th
e p

ast sev
en

 y
ears, th

e fed
eral L

aw
 

E
nforcem

ent A
ssistance A

dm
inistration 

( L
E

A
A

) h
as resp

o
n
d
ed

 w
ith

 u
n
u
su

al 
generosity. 

T
h
e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 h

a
s d

istrib
u
te

d
 a

 
stag

g
erin

g
 to

tal o
f , $

1
6
0
.8

 m
illio

n
 to

 
su

s n
o

o
rt 1

,9
2

9
 in

tellig
en

ce - related
 

p
ro

je
c
ts a

ro
u
n
d
 th

e
 c

o
u
n
try

. T
h
e
 

fig
u

res w
ere p

ro
v

id
ed

 to
 C

h
airw

o
m

an
 

B
e
lla

 A
b
z
u
g
, 	

w
h
o
se

I  
G

overnm
ent nform

ation subcom
m

ittee 
is investigating federal snooping. 

A
p

p
ro

x
im

ately
 $

2
.5

 m
illio

n
 d

o
llars 

w
a
s e

a
rm

a
rk

e
d

 d
ire

c
tly

 fo
r th

e
 

"p
u
rch

ase o
f electro

n
ic su

rv
eillan

ce 
eq

u
ip

m
en

t," acco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e L

E
A

A
 

report provided to A
bzug. 

Incredibly, $1.3 m
illion of the bugging 

eq
u
ip

m
en

t w
en

t to
 states w

h
ich

 eith
er 

p
ro

h
ib

ited
 w

iretap
s o

r h
ad

 n
o

 sp
ecific 

law
s on bugging. 

C
alifo

rn
ia, fo

r ex
am

p
le, o

u
tlaw

s  

w
ire

ta
p
p
in

g
 e

x
c
e
p
t in

 u
n
iq

u
e
 

c
irc

u
m

sta
n
c
e
s. Y

e
t, th

e
 fe

d
e
ra

l 
governm

ent gave C
alifornia authorities 

$
9
8
,5

9
6
 fo

r so
p
h
isticated

 su
rv

eillan
ce 

equipm
ent. 

T
he C

alifornia D
epartm

ent of Justice 
a
c
q

u
ire

d
, a

m
o

n
g

 o
th

e
r th

in
g

s, te
n

 
"beeper" system

s, w
hich allow

 police to 
follow

 vehicles at a distance, 15 voice -
activ

ated
 tap

e reco
rd

ers, 3
6
 m

in
iatu

re 
m

icro
p
h
o
n
es an

d
 h

ead
sets, an

d
 fiv

e 
"intelligence kits" at $2,500 apiece. 

O
ther states w

hich prohibited w
iretaps 

at th
e tim

e th
ey

 receiv
ed

 th
eir L

E
A

A
 

grants —
 Illinois, K

entucky, L
ouisiana, 

M
ich

ig
an

 an
d
 N

o
rth

 C
aro

lin
a —

 w
ere 

su
p
p
lied

 w
ith

 b
o
d
y
 tran

sm
itters, au

to
 

tracking devices, and other unspecified 
"technical surveillance equipm

ent." 
E

ven w
hen m

oney is doled out to states 
w

here w
iretapping is legal, there is little 

m
eth

o
d

 to
 L

E
A

A
's m

ad
 g

iv
eaw

ay
.  

O
fficial bugging is legal, for exam

ple, in 
N

ew
 Jersey

. T
h
ere state au

th
o
rities 

spent $206,093 In federal funds to buy 
eavesdropping equipm

ent to handle 808 
authorized w

iretaps. 
B

u
t, th

e rep
o
rt n

o
ted

, th
ere w

as "n
o
 

co
rrelatio

n
 

betw
een 

th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f 
w

iretap authorizations and the am
ount 

o
f fu

n
d
s e

x
p
e
n
d
e
d
 fo

r e
le

c
tro

n
ic

 
surveillance equipm

ent." 
C

learly, L
E

A
A

 exhibits little control 
o
v
er th

e lo
cal sp

en
d
in

g
 an

d
 u

se o
f th

e 
equipm

ent. T
he report points out, in fact, 

that 25 states sim
ply refused to provide 

L
E

A
A

 w
ith an item

ized breakdow
n for 

—
W

ith
 L

es W
h

itten
 

th
e b

u
g
g
in

g
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t b
o
u
g
h
t w

ith
 

L
E

A
A

 m
oney. 

P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

IA
L

 O
D

D
S

: Jim
m

y 'T
he 

G
reek" S

nyder, our political oddam
aker, 

rates P
resident F

ord a runaw
ay favorite 

to w
in the R

epublican nom
ination, w

ith 
S

en
. H

u
b

ert H
u

m
p

h
rey

, D
-M

im
i., h

is 
m

ost) likely opponent. 
F

ord's nom
ination is such a safe bet, in 

Jim
m

y's book, that a betting m
an w

ould 
have to put up 13 on the P

resident to w
in 

$1. A
n
y
o
n
e w

ish
in

g
 to

 tak
e a risk

 o
n
 

R
onald R

eagan, on the other hand, could 
collect $7 on a $2 bet. T

hird in the G
O

P
 

ratings, at 8 to 1 odds, is V
ice P

resident 
N

elson R
ockefeller. 

H
um

phrey is a 2 to 1 favorite to w
in the 

D
em

ocratic presidential nom
ination. In 

other w
ords, a $1 bet w

ould be w
orth $2 if 

he is nom
inated. 

H
e is follow

ed by S
en. H

enry Jackson, 
D

-W
ash

., 4
 to

 1
; G

eo
rg

ia's ex
 - G

o
v

. 
Jim

m
y

 C
arter, 5

 to
 1

; S
en

. E
d

w
ard

 
K

en
n

ed
y

, D
- M

ass., 8
 to

 1
; an

d
 S

en
. 

B
irch B

ayh, D
-Ind., 10 to I. 

A
labam

a's G
ov. G

eorge W
allace and 

T
ex

as' S
en

. L
lo

y
d
 B

en
tsen

 are far 
behind, as Jim

m
y the G

reek calculates 
the odds, w

ith only a 20 to 1 chance of 
w

in
n

in
g

 th
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
. T

h
e o

th
er 

D
em

o
cratic asp

iran
ts are 25 to I long 

sh
o

ts, e
x

c
e
p

t fo
r e

x
-S

e
n

. E
u

g
e
n

e
 

M
cC

arth
y
, D

-M
in

n
., an

d
 S

en
. G

eo
rg

e 
M

cG
overn, D

S
.D

., w
hom

 Jim
m

y gives 
only a 50 to 1 chance. 


