
L
ev

i P
ro

p
o
ses C

u
rb
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n

 F
B

I A
ctio

n
s 

it/Ohe 
B

y W
illiam

 C
hapm

an- 

P
ro

p
o
sed

 , Ju
stice D

ep
art-

m
e
n

t re
g

u
la

tio
n

s issu
e
d

 
y
esterd

ay
 w

o
u
ld

 p
rev

en
t th

e 
F

B
I fro

m
 e

n
g
a
g
in

g
 in

 
'd

o
m

e
s
tic

 s
e
c
u
rity

 in
-

v
estig

atio
n
s u

n
less d

irected
 

a
g
a
in

st g
ro

u
p
s lik

e
ly

 to
 

co
m

m
it v

io
len

ce, A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

eneral E
dw

ard H
. L

evi said 
y

esterd
ay

. 
T

h
e
 re

g
u

la
tio

n
s w

o
u

ld
 

re
s
tric

t th
e
 F

B
I u

s
e
 o

f 
w

iretaps and m
ail covers and 

w
o
u
ld

 lim
it—

b
u
t n

o
t fo

r-
b

id
—

so
m

e "p
rev

en
tiv

e ac-
tion" techniques em

ployed in 
th

e
 F

B
I's m

u
c
h

-c
ritic

iz
e
d

 
C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

 operations. 
L

ev
i. in

 u
n

v
eilin

g
 th

e d
raft 

regulations before the S
enate 

in
tellig

en
ce co

m
m

ittee, said
 

th
a
t so

m
e
 o

f th
e
 C

O
IN

-
T

E
L

P
R

O
 a

c
tiv

itie
s "w

e
re

 
o
u
tra

g
e
o
u
s a

n
d
 th

e
 o

th
e
rs 

w
ere foolish. 
"N

onetheless, there m
ay be 

circu
m

stan
ces in

v
o
lv

in
g
 an

 
im

m
ediate risk to hum

an life 
o

r to
 e

x
tra

o
rd

in
a
rily

 im
-

portant governm
ent functions 

th
at co

u
ld

 o
n

ly
 b

e co
u

n
tered

 
b

y
 so

m
e so

rt o
f p

rev
en

tiv
e 

actio
n

." 
B

y Jam
es K

.W
. A

th
erto

n
—

T
h

e W
ash

in
g

to
n

 P
o

sh
 	

U
n

d
e

r
 th

e g
u

id
elin

es, h
e 

A
ttorney G

eneral L
evi testifying at S

enate hearing. 	
said

, an
y

 su
ch

 actio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 

w
a

s
n

im
p

ro
n

 p
o

i 	
W

t..le
r 

h
a
v

e
 to

 b
e
 su

b
m

itte
d

 fo
r 

.ap
p
ro

v
al in

 ad
v
an

ce to
 th

e 
A

ttorney G
eneral, w

ho could 
•au

th
o

rize it o
n

ly
 w

h
en

 th
ere 

w
as probable cause to believe 

violence w
as "im

m
inent." 

C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
 w

as the F
B

I 
co

d
e n

am
e fo

r a n
u
m

b
er o

f 
d
isru

p
tiv

e o
p
eratio

n
s fro

m
 

1954 to 1971 targeted against 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

s ran
g

in
g

 fro
m

 
the K

u K
lux K

lan to the B
lack 

P
an

th
ers. 

T
h

e
 a

c
tiv

itie
s in

c
lu

d
e
d

 
electro

n
ic su

rv
eillan

ce, in
-

filtratio
n

, an
d

 m
ed

ia cam
-

paigns designed to disrupt or 
lessen

 th
e in

flu
en

ce o
f th

o
se 

o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
s. T

h
e
y

 w
e
re

 
initiated by the late director of 
the F

B
I. J. E

dgar H
oover. 

L
evi engaged in a bristling 

exchange w
ith S

en. W
alter F

. 
M

o
n

d
ale (D

-M
in

n
.) as h

e 
te

stifie
d

 b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 c

o
m

-
m

ittee, w
h

ich
 also

 h
ad

 in
-

v
e
s
tig

a
te

d
 th

e
 G

e
n

tra
l 

Intelligence A
gency. 

M
o

n
d

ale ask
ed

 h
im

 ab
o

u
t 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts w
h
ich

 d
etailed

 
a
lle

g
e
d

 , F
B

I
 

ab
u

ses—
d

o
cu

m
en

ts sim
ilar, 

M
ondale said, to ones the C

IA
 

had been"w
llling to turn over 

to the com
m

ittee. 
"I'm

 n
o
t in

 th
e C

IA
, h

av
e 

never been, and don't care to  

be." L
evi responded. 

M
o
n
d
a
le

 sh
o
t: "D

o
 y

o
u
 

consider that a good answ
er'!" 

"I co
n

sid
er th

at as g
o

o
d

 an
 

answ
er as the question," L

evi 
said

. 
M

ondale then turned to the 
co

m
m

ittee ch
airm

an
, S

en
. 

F
rank C

hurch (D
-Idaho) and 

said
: "M

r. C
h

airm
an

, I th
in

k
 

that kind of arrogance is w
hy 

w
e
 h

a
v

e
 tro

u
b

le
 w

ith
 th

e
 

e
x

e
c
u

tiv
e
 (b

ra
n

c
h

) o
f 

governm
ent." 

"I apologize to S
en. M

ondale 
if I ap

p
eared

 arro
g
an

t," L
ev

i 
said

. "I th
o
u
g
h
t so

m
eb

o
d
y
 

else w
as appearing arrogant.' 

U
nder the draft regulations 

L
evi outlined, the F

131 could 
en

g
ag

e in
 d

o
m

estic secu
rity

 
operations only in cases w

here 
g
ro

u
p
s in

te
n
d
e
d
 to

 u
se

 
v
io

len
ce to

 o
v
erth

ro
w

 th
e 

g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 -

S
tates o

r o
f a state, in

terfere I 
in this country w

ith activities 1. 
o

f a
 fo

re
ig

n
 g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t, 
im

p
a
ir fu

n
c
tio

n
in

g
 o

f th
e
 

fed
eral o

r state g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts 
o

r d
e
c
isio

n
s a

ffe
c
tin

g
 in

-
terstate co

m
m

erce, d
ep

riv
e 

persons of their civil rights, or 
create d

o
m

estic v
io

len
ce o

r 
rioting w

hen it w
ould require 

th
e
 u

se
 o

f fe
d

e
ra

l a
rm

e
d

 
forces. 


