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FBI Story Plantmgf

Tied to Fired Editor

NASHVILLE, May
(AP)—The publisher of The
Nashville Tennessean said
Wednesday that the FBI at-
tempted to get a story pub-
lished in the mnewspaper
through a copy editor who
was fired last week because
of an alleged “special rela-
tionship” with the agency.

Publisher John Seigen-
thaler-said at a news confer-
ence that former copy editor
Jacque Srouji reported to
an FBI “control agent”

. while employed by The Ten-
nessean.

“It is now our belief that
on one specific oceasion
within very recent weeks,
someone associated with the
FBI sought to use the rela-
tionship with her to have us
publish in the Tennessean a
news story that served the
narrow interests of the
agent or agents who pro-
vided her with leads to de-
velop the story.

“The story was never pub-
lished primarily because I
suspected we were being
used,” he said. He declined

to say what the story was

about.

Seigenthaler, who was a
special investigator with the
Justice Department under
the late Attorney
Robert F. Kennedy, salid
Srouji had possession of
highly sensitive FBI docu-
ments. He declined to elabo-
rate except to say, “1 have
never known any citizen to
have access to information
as sensitive as she had.”

‘Sroujl has been unavail-
able for comemnt since Fri-
day, when it was disclosed
she had been fired for what
Seigenthaler ealled ‘“past
and recent conversations
with the FBL"”

“She acknowledged to me
last Tuesday and Wedn
that the FBI asked her,
while she was reporting to
them about other matters,
about at least two members
of this newspaper’s staff”
Seigenthaler said.

“She acknowledged to me
that the questions when
they were raised startled
her and that she worried
about why they had been
asked. She said she reported
only favorable things to the
FBI about these staff mem-

tbers, buﬁ the fact that the

e e

questions were raised and
she was in a position to re-
spond to them led me to de-
termine that it was not wise
in the interest of the people®
who work here to continue®
her association with this
newspaper.”

staffers or discuss the ques;,
tions raised about them.

Asked if Srouji was pai&
for her work with the bu-,
reau, Seigenthaler said,;
“She told me that on one oc-
casion the FBI did pay her,
to make a trip to attend a
meeting in Michigan” when
she worked for the Nash-
ville Banner under its prior
management. He did not
know the purpose of the
trip.

He said Srouji provided
the newspaper with eoples
of FBI documents that re-’
lated to newspaper storips®
and with inside information
on several FBI criminal im<
vestigations.

US. to Promde
Private Lawyers
For 2 FBI A gents

mnted Pnu!htvmnt onal

The Justice Depnrtment‘
has agreed to provide pri-
vate lawyers for two FBI*
agents being sued for al-
leged FBI burglaries of the
Socialist Workers Party
headquarters.

Agents Arthur J. Green
Jr. and George P. Baxtrum
Jr. were named ‘as defends
ants in a damage suit afte
their names appeared
FBI records the party ob-
tained under court orders. _i

Spokesman _ Robert :
Havel said Wednpesday tﬁ
Justice Department  nor
mally directly defends
eral employees who
sued for their official ac
tions but provides
lawyers for ulﬂid.ls i:equ
ceivably may a er pro

on criminal char ‘
Deputy Attcmey Genng!

Harold R. Tyler Jr. decid
to hire private defense 'qi,...
yers for Greene and
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