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T
he T

reasury D
ept. 

is secretly investigating charges that the 
host of a L

as V
egas casino presented an 

illegal gu
n

 to th
e official in

 ch
arge of 

enforcing the federal firearm
s law

s. 
R

ex D
avis, d

irector of th
e B

u
reau

 of 
A

lco
h

o
l, T

o
b

a
cco

 a
n

d
 F

irea
rm

s, 
allegedly accepted the gun in violation of 
th

e law
s th

at h
is agen

cy is su
p

p
osed

 to 
uphold. U

nder these law
s, firearm

s can't 
b

e p
resen

ted
 a

s g
ifts to

 resid
en

ts o
f 

an
oth

er state. 

D
a

v
is ca

teg
o

rica
lly

 d
en

ied
 th

e 
allegation. H

e told us that he had visited 
L

as V
egas on

ly on
ce, h

ad
 stayed

 lon
g 

enough to m
ake a speech and had never 

a
ccep

ted
 a

n
 illeg

a
l firea

rm
 fro

m
 

an
yon

e. 
T

h
e allegation

 again
st D

avis filtered
 

ou
t of a Ju

stice D
ep

t. in
vestigation

 of 
C

h
arles B

aron
, th

e "
greeter"

 at th
e 

fashionable R
iviera H

otel on L
as V

egas' 
strip

. 
B

aron
 is a retired

 b
rigad

ier gen
eral, 

w
ho has lived in L

as V
egas for 20 years. 

H
e is know

n to be an avid gun collector. 
R

eports reached W
ashington that he w

as 
p

a
ssin

g
 o

u
t w

e
a
p

o
n

s to
 v

isitin
g
 

celeb
rities. 

O
ne of D

avis' ow
n agents overheard a 

co
n

v
ersa

tio
n

 in
d

ica
tin

g
 th

a
t a

 h
ig

h
 

A
.T

.F
. official, p

ossib
ly D

avis h
im

self, 
h

ad
 accep

ted
 a gu

n
 from

 B
aron

. T
h

e 
in

v
estig

a
tio

n
 ev

en
tu

a
lly

 fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 

D
avis. T

reasu
ry officials told

 u
s th

at 
internal investigations usually are m

ade  

into any charges of im
propriety against 

T
reasury officials. A

spokesm
an said the 

prelim
inary investigation has produced 

n
o evid

en
ce th

at D
avis took

 th
e illegal 

gift. 
F

ootn
ote: B

aron
 d

id
 n

ot retu
rn

 ou
r 

rep
eated

 calls. 
S

E
C

R
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 In

 a 
m

em
o in

ten
d

ed
 for th

e eyes on
ly of 

D
eputy A

ttorney G
eneral H

arold T
yler, 

a Justice D
ept. official has charged that 

th
e d

ep
artm

en
t con

d
u

cted
 "

im
p

rop
er 

and perhaps illegal" surveillance at the 
R

epublican convention last A
ugust. 

T
he official, L

ee H
enson, reported that 

a
n

 1
1

.-m
a

n
 tea

m
 w

a
s a

ssem
b

led
 in

 
K

an
sas C

ity to k
eep

 close w
atch

 on
 

' "
yip

p
les, gays an

d
 oth

er p
erson

s an
d

 
groups." T

he "spies" w
ere draw

n from
 

th
e
 J

u
stic

e
 D

e
p

t.'s C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
 

"1- R
elations Service, w

hich is supposed to 
resolve civil rights disputes. 

In
 H

en
son

's op
in

ion
, th

e sp
yin

g w
as 

"im
proper and unlaw

ful" because it w
as 

"
u

n
r
e
la

te
d

 to
 d

isc
r
im

in
a
to

r
y
 

p
ractices."

 
H

e 
contended that the 

C
om

m
unity R

elations Service has "no 
surveillance or htelligence-gathering 
authority." 

N
ev

erth
eless, th

e II civ
il rig

h
ts 

officials w
ere ordered into action, w

ith 
all the dram

a of an undercover m
ission. 

T
h

ey
 ca

rried
 "

w
a
lk

ie-ta
lk

ie ra
d

io
 

eq
u

ip
m

en
t an

d
 w

ere req
u

ired
 to

 m
ak

e 
hourly radio reports." 

T
h

e la
n

g
u

a
g

e w
a

s stra
ig

h
t o

u
t o

f 
m

ilitary op
eration

s. T
h

ey w
ere issu

ed
 

"
ord

ers."
 T

h
ey w

ere "
d

isp
atch

ed
,"

 
"

d
etailed

"
 an

d
 "

b
riefed

."
 A

fter a fu
ll 

day's spying, they w
ere "debriefed" and 

"secured" for the night. 
It w

as a stran
ge assign

m
en

t for civil 
rights specialists. 

F
ootnote: A

 Justice D
ept. spokesm

an 
to

ld
 u

s H
en

so
n

's p
ro

test is b
ein

g
 

rev
iew

ed
 a

t th
e req

u
est o

f T
y

ler. 
C

om
m

u
n

ity R
elation

s d
irector B

en
 

H
o
lm

a
n

, w
h

o
 o

v
erru

led
 H

en
so

n
's 

ob
jection

s to th
e K

an
sas C

ity m
ission

, 
d

en
ied

 th
a
t it w

a
s illeg

a
l. H

ew
n

 
declined com

m
ent. 
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 A

t the 
h

eigh
t of th

e p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aign

, 
Jim

m
y C

arter inadvertently stirred up a 
te

m
p

e
st in

 G
r
e
a
t B

r
ita

in
 —

 a
n

 
old

-fash
ion

ed
 Irish

 d
on

n
yb

rook
 w

h
ich

 
w

as overlooked at hom
e. 

H
e
 m

e
t in

 P
ittsb

u
r
g
h

 w
ith

 
Irish

-A
m

erican
 lead

ers, m
an

y of th
em

 
d

ogm
atically an

ti-B
ritish

. A
 m

ilitan
t 

priest read C
arter w

hat purported to be 
a cop

y of th
e D

em
ocratic platform

 on 
Ireland and asked w

hether he supported 
It. T

he platform
 w

as carefully calculated 
to offen

d
 n

eith
er sid

e. B
u

t th
e p

riest 
spiked the non-controversial platitudes 
w

ith som
e language of his ow

n. B
etw

een 
tw

o innocuous sentences, he inserted the 
w

ords: "T
he U

.S
, should encourage the 

form
ation of ( a 1 united Ireland." 

T
h
e
se

 a
re

 trig
g
e
r 

w
ord

s, w
h

ich
  

d
isregard

 P
rotestan

t view
s and uphold 

th
e p

osition
 of th

e Irish R
evolutionarr 

A
rm

y. T
he unsuspecting C

arter, groggy 
from

 the grueling cam
paign, overiook

eer  
the inflam

m
atory sentence. 	

44.1 
T

he B
ritish press, how

ever, focused on . 
the 

q
u

ote th
at C

arter hadn't noticed:-" 
W

ithin a few
 hours, the B

ritish and the, 
Irish P

ro
testan

ts w
ere in a rage. C

artertZ
; 

w
as d

en
ou

n
ced

 b
y several E

n
glish

 , 
parliam

entarians, one of w
hom

 callete7,  
h

im
 a

n
 "

irresp
o

n
sib

le .. 
peanut.

 
p

olitician
."

 

T
o
 m

a
k

e
 m

a
tte

r
s w

o
r
se

, o
n

e
; 

sen
sation

al E
n

glish
 p

ap
er rep

orted
 th

e 
C

arter h
ad

 b
ack

ed
 th

e Irish
 terron

sta"
 

position w
hile sporting a pro-IR

A
 butter 

d
ecla

rin
g
 "

B
rita

in
 O

u
t!"

 In
 

fact", 
- a photographer had caught him

 w
ith ar 

an
ti-B

ritish
 b

u
tton

. B
u

t it h
ad

 b
ean

' 
p

in
n

ed
 on

 h
im

 at a S
t. P

atrick
's D

ag 
parade m

onths earlier. H
e im

m
ectiatelf: 

snatched it off, but the photographer w
ar 

too quick for him
. 

C
arter's real p

osition
 w

as -that that, 
w

arrin
g faction

s sh
ou

ld
 sit d

aw
n

, 
together and talk peacefully. H

e sent a'i 
telegram

 to th
e Irish

 P
rim

e K
in

isterj 
explaining his view

s. Such responsible 
papers as the L

ondon tim
es also tried to 

set the record straight. 
B

ut the dam
age had been done. O

ut , 
E

uropean sources tell us that the denial&
 

has never caught up w
ith the originart 

story. O
nly in the U

nited States has thr.' 
story gone m

ostly untold. 	
m

et 
+

O
s 


