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Tell Os:dirty tricks 
B

y P
a

trick 

S
u

n
-T

im
es B

u
reau

 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
he C

hicago office of the F
ederal B

ureau 
o
f In

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 e

n
g
a
g

e
d

 In
 "d

irty tricks" a
g
a

in
st th

e
 city's 

b
ra

n
ch

 o
f th

e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 N

a
zi P

a
rty in

 a
n
 e

ffo
rt to

 n
e
u
tra

lize
 

It, new
ly released F

131 docum
ents show

. 

T
h
e
 C

h
ica

g
o
 o

ffice
 le

a
ke

d
 In

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 to

 n
a
tio

n
a
l p

a
rty 

o
fficia

ls, a
n
d
 p

e
rh

a
p
s th

e
 p

re
ss, th

a
t th

e
 fa

th
e
r o

f F
ra

n
k 

C
o
llin

, th
e
 C

h
ica

g
o
 p

a
rty ch

ie
f, w

a
s a

 Je
w

. T
h
is p

re
vio

u
sly 

se
cre

t fa
ct le

d
 to

 C
o
llin

's e
xp

u
lsio

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 p

a
rty. H

e
 la

te
r 

se
t u

p
 a

 riva
l g

ro
u
p
, th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l S

o
cia

list P
a
rty o

f A
m

e
rica

, 
T

h
e
 F

B
I a

lso
 se

n
t a

n
 a

n
o
n
ym

o
u
s le

tte
r to

 C
o
llin

's su
p
e
rio

rs 
a

t N
a

zi n
a

tio
n

a
l h

e
a

d
q

u
a

rte
rs in

 A
rlin

g
to

n
, V

a
., a

ccu
sin

g
 

h
im

 o
f d

islo
ya

lty to
 th

e
 p

a
rty's le

a
d
e
rs. 

F
B

I a
g

e
n

ts, th
e

 n
e

w
 file

s sh
o

w
, a

lso
 w

o
rke

d
 clo

se
ly w

ith
 

th
e

 C
h

ica
g

o
 P

o
lice

 D
e

p
a

rtm
e

n
t in

 h
a

ra
ssin

g
 lo

ctil N
a

zis. O
n

 
a
t le

a
st o

n
e
 o

cca
sio

n
, a

n
 F

B
I O

p
 a

b
o
u
t N

a
zi a

ctivitie
s le

d
 to

  

th
e

 A
p

ril 1
9

, 1
9

7
9

, a
rre

st o
f C

o
llin

 a
n

d
 fo

u
r o

f h
is fo

llo
w

e
rs, 

w
ho w

ere found in possession of w
eapons. 	

.
 
.
 

T
h
e
se

 d
isclo

su
re

s b
e
ca

m
e
 p

u
b
lic la

st w
e
e
k a

fte
r th

e
 F

B
I 

released 52,000 heavily censored pages from
 its C

O
IN

T
E

LP
R

O
 

flie
s, fo

llo
w

in
g
 a

 fre
e
d
o
m

-0
-In

fo
rtn

a
tio

n
 re

q
u
e
st., 

C
O

IN
T

E
LP

R
O

 w
as the code nam

e for an F
B

I program
 that 

called for harassm
ent, disruption and discrediting of dissident 

dom
estic political groups durhig the 1900s and early 1970s. 

P
ro

b
a
b
ly th

e
 m

o
st d

e
va

sta
tin

g
 th

in
g
 th

e
 F

B
I d

id
 to

 C
o
llin

 
w

as to inform
 the national N

azi leadership of his Jew
ish past. 

In
 a

 le
tte

r sig
n
e
d
 "a

 frie
n
d
 a

n
d
 n

a
tio

n
a
l so

cia
list," th

e
 F

B
I 

C
hicagn office told N

azi national lender, M
att tC

oehl, that C
ol-

lin
 w

a
s b

a
d
-m

o
u
th

in
g
 h

im
 a

n
d
 o

th
e
r le

a
d
e
rs b

e
h
in

d
 th

e
ir 

b
a
cks a

n
d
 m

a
kin

g
 "tra

itn
ro

u
s" co

m
m

e
n
ts. 

T
h
e
 le

a
d
e
rsh

ip
 d

id
 n

o
t re

sp
o
n
d
 to

 th
e
 a

n
o
n
ym

o
u
s le

tte
r,  

how
ever, so the C

hicago office sent a second one in w
hich It 

d
isclo

se
d
 C

o
llin

's Je
w

ish
 p

a
st, p

o
in

tin
g
 o

u
t th

a
t a

n
yo

n
e
 w

h
o
 

looked at his nose could tell he w
as Jew

ish. 
T

h
e

 F
B

I co
n

sid
e

re
d

 C
o

llin
 to

 h
e

 L
h

e
 fin

a
n

cia
l a

n
d

 d
rivin

g
 

force behind N
azi activities in Illinois. A

n O
ct. 23, 11939, m

em
o 

said "K
now

ledge that (C
ollin) Is partially Jew

ish to his associ- 
ates and A

rlington should elim
inate his activities." 	

' 
T

h
e
 file

s a
lso

 sa
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r n

o
tin

g
 th

a
t th

e
 in
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rm

a
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n
 w

a
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le
a
ke

d
 to

 th
e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l N

a
zi le

a
d
e
rsh

ip
: "T

h
e
 n

e
w

s m
e
d
ia

 
p
icke

d
 ib

is u
p
 su

b
se

q
u
e
n
tly a

n
d
 C

o
llin

 h
a
s b

e
e
n
 d

iscre
d
ite

d
 

and ridiculed in the press to a considerahie degree." 
O

n
 A

p
ril 2

2
, 1

9
7
0
, n

il m
a
jo

r C
h
ica

g
o
 n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
rs ra

n
 th

e
 

story that C
ollin's father, M

ax C
ohen, w

as a G
erm

an Jew
 w

ho 
h
a
d
 ch

a
n
g
e
d
 h

is n
a
m

e
 to

 C
o
llin

. T
h
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 Ju

n
e
, C

o
llin

 
w

as expelled from
 the N

azi P
arty. 


