
Investigated 
Women's Groups 
For Four Years 

By Norman Kempster 
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Usi 	emale informers to provide 
details its male agents could not ob- 
tain, the FBI investigated women's 
rights groups for at least four years—
learning among other things that a 
New York group used actor Paul New-
man's telephone credit card. 

The investigation, which apparently 
ended in the spring of 1973, never re- 
sulted in any criminal charges. But it 
provided a -catalogue of information 
about the political beliefs and sexual 
preferences of activist women 
throughout the nation. 

In a response to a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request, the FBI made 
public 1,377 pages from its file on the 
women's liberation movement, or 
WLM as it was known to the FBI. 

The documents were censored to 
eliminate the names of informers and 
of some, but not all, of the individuals 
under investigation. 

But it was clear that the FBI made 
extensive use of informers, probably 
members of the groups that were be-
ing studied. 

For instance, a May 28, 1969, report 
from the New York FBI office to FBI 
headquarters in Washington con- 
tained items such as this: "[Name 
deleted] advised that a WLM meeting 
was held on 46-69, at 518 East Sixth 
St.. New York City, Each woman at 
this meeting stated why she had come 
to the meeting and how she felt op-
pressed, sexually or otherwise." 

The New York field office filed 
longer and more detailed accounts of 
women's activities than other offices, 
but the file showed that the investiga-
tion was conducted by FBI offices in 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Washing-
ton, Baltimore, Boston, Cincinnati, Se-
attle, Portland, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Newark. N.J., St. Petersburg, Fla., and 
other cities. 

The New York office filed an Inch-
thick report on women's activities in 
that city on Aug. 14, 1970. It said there 
were 3,200 names, ''not all of them 
radicals," on the mailing list of the 
Women's Liberation Center (WLC) on 
West 22c1 Street. The portion of the 
file that was made public did not indi-
cate whether the Informer gave the 
mailing list to the FBI. 

According to the New York office 
report: 

• "A notice was posted, as of May 
25, 1970 	recommending that wom- 
en use Paul Newman's credit card 
number when dialing long distance." 

• "During a meeting at WLC 
11, 1970, discussion was held regaming 
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