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Date: 	July 1, 1966 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Director, United States Secret Service 

John Edgar Hoover, Director 

CORR cPpNDENCE FROM 
DR. JO 	ICIIOLS . 
KANSAS CI 	KANSAS... 

• 

a 

q41111;.:! 

06". 	 • 

1 4.. 	s  ..• 

6 	• 
■■••s 	• • 

a: • 

• ;A 

)". • • A,-  
Tolson 	  

Lei 	  
Casper 	 
Callahan 
Conrad 	 

4-Cr°  
Fa 
Ga

ll  
le 

Rotas 	 

Tavel 	 
It oilw 	 

jut, 19§6  
Gondr 	_ 	 ROOM 	 TELETYPE UNIT ED 

NOTE: Acknowledgment to 'Dr. Nichols made separately. 
DCM:cao (4) 

There is enclosed a copy of a letter from captioned 
individual dated June 27th together with a copy of a letter from him 
to the Registrar of Vital Statistics, Dallas, Texas, dated June 21, 
1966. 

Dr. Nichols has been notified of this referral to your 
Agency and of the fact that the FBI did not issue any instructions 
prohibiting the release of the death certificate of President Kennedy. 

• 

For your information, inquiry on July 1, 1966, by-ou) 
Dallas Office determined that in August, 1965, Secret Service refire ' 
sentatives had noted copies of the death certificate of President 
Kennedy were being requested in great volume and some were 
subsequently sold on a commercial basis. By mutual agreement wit 
the state and local authorities, the file containing the certificate was 
flagged with a notation that requests be screened so that copies wouL 
be furnished only to the family or an authorized representative of the 
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Shall look forward to a speedy reply, 

sincerely, 407. 70G0 -.1°  9/4 

BEG- 47 

John Nichols, M. D. 
Associate Professor of Pathology 
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,.AIVERSITY OF KANSAS ME,i1CAL CENTER 

RAINBOW BOULEVARD AT 39TH STREE . 

KANSAS CITY. KANSAS 66103 • AREA CODE 913 • AC h ems 6-5}5 Mr. 'DA 
r. 1) 	n__ 

OLPARTMENT Of PATHOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY 

John Edgar Hoover, Esq., Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 
I 

I .2 

Sir:- 

I am preparing for publication an article on forensic medicine which 

Will, in part, deal with jurisdiction of the coroner. The Registrar _ 

of Vital Statistics in Dallas, Texas, has advised me that you have 

prohibited her from issuing certified copies of the death certificate .)• 

of the late President John F. Kennedy as you can see from the en-

closed Xerox copy. 

Now, I should like to ask that you make an exception in my case and 

allow her to issue the requested certificate. 

June 27, 1966 

Mr 
Mr. C.- 
Mr. C-7:1‘,sn_ 
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June 21, 1966 
SCHOOL Of MEEHCINE 

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY 

Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Dallas, Texas. 

Dear Sir: 
Enclosed please find American Express Money Order number 

...-_-'10S,25;823 payable in the amount of $1.00 for which 
I 

should lil(e to 
receive a photostatic copy 

of the death cer- 

tificate of: KENNEDY, (President) John F. filed on or 

• 

aoout Nov 

If this,  is 

ember 22, 1963. 

not the 
correct amount please go ahead 

and 

sate to me and I will remit the correct 
Univ:Irsity of 
Rainbow Blvd. 	7-th Sc. 
Kansas City, Kansis 	6e ica 
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CITY OF DALLAS 
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

1936 AMELIA 

DALLAS. TEXAS 75235 
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SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY 
June 21, 1966 

Registrar of Vita
l Statistics 

Dallas, Texas. 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please f
ind American Expr

ess Money Order n
umber 

.:-735,265;823 pay
able in the amoun

t of $1.00 for wh
ich I 

shoul liae to rec
eive a photostati

c copy of the dea
th cer-

tificate of: KENNEDY, (Preside
nt) John F. 

about November 22
, 1963. 

filed on or 

If this is not th
e correct amount 

please go ahead a
nd 

forward the certi
ficate to me and 

I will remit the 
correct 

amount by return 
post. Also, if th

is is not the cor
rect 

place from which 
to obtain a copy 

of this public do
cument please 

forward this lett
er with remittanc

e to the correct 
place and/or 

advise me. Shall 
look forward to h

earing from you. • 

Sine/rely, 

?V. I/ 1 ,  . 

ksl; 	

1. 
‘-() 

4(vjohn Nichols, Y
..j. 

Associa'..e Profes
sor of Pathology 
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Dr. John Nichols 
Associate Professor of Pathology_ _ 
'Un Nib rib I ty-  or 	C'eal .Centei- 
Rainbow Boulevii:d at 39th Street — 
Kansas City, Kii-isaa--66103 

Dear Dr. Nichols: 

July 1, 1986 

In response to your letter of June 27th, with 
enclosure, I can assure you that the FBI has not issued either an 
instruction or a request that certified copies of the death certifi- 

-:-.cate of President John F. Kennedy not be released. ' 
• "' 

Since another Government agency may be able to 
r,be of assistance to you, I am referring your communication to 
rthe Diiector, United States Secret Service, Washington, D. C. • 

ty• 

J. Edgar Hoover  

Dallas - Enclosures (2) 	 • 1--)rf- 
Reur telephone call 7-1-66 advising that by mutual agreement bei.wee 

the Secret Service, the State Department of Health and\  he Public Health 
Department of the City of Dallas the file containing theildeath certificate t 
President,Kennedy_has been flagged with an instruction thaFall requests 
shOuld- iie screened so that copies of the death certificate will be issued 
only to the family or an authorized a representative of the family. This 
confirms the above information and the fact that Mrs. Maurinnun, 
Registrar.  of Vital _Statistics, City of Dallas, -has assured you that she w. 
not indicate in the future that the FBIhid requested this document not be 
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Sincerely yours, - r 

I. .- • 



Dr. John Nichols 
(s"%'. 

NOTt: Correspondent and Mrs. Lamm are not identifiable in Bufiles. In order 
to resolve the question as to the authenticity of the statement made by 
Mrs. Maurine Lamm, Registrar of Vital Statistics for the City of Dallas,to the 
effect that the FBI had instructed that certified copies of the death certificate not 
be issued, the Dallas Office was telephonically contacted. SAC J. Gordon 
Shanklin telephonically advised 7-1-66 that the FBI definitely had not made any st 

request, but that the Secret Service in Dallas had suggested that a more restrict( 
. policy be adopted since a great number of copies of the death certificate had been 

issued to people who were in turn selling them. This was in August, 1965. On 
August 17, 196_5 Secret Service Agent Kenneth J. Wiseman at Austin, Texas, 

15 contacted W. IVarroll, State Registrar of_VitalStatistics, State Department 
of Health, concerning this matter. Subsequently, by mutual agreement between 
state andcity authorities and the Secret Service, the file was flagged with a 
notation that all requests should be screened so that the death certificate would LI( 
issued only to the family or an authorized representative of the fwily. A 
memorandum concerning this matter was prepared by Dr. Hal 3-:;Dewlett, Direct 
of Public Health, City of Dallas. Mrs. Lamm, Registrar of Vital Statistics, 
onleavi-when the Secret Service Agents came around and when she saw the notati 

-.flagging the file she erroneously assumed that the FBI had made the request. She 
7. advised the Dallas Office yesterday that she definitely will not make such an 

assumption in the future concerning this matter. Copy of incoming referred to 
Secret Service.tritioens. < 	• 
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