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MEMORANDUM 0,2i :1)70  

 

 

 

TO: File 

FROM: Andy Purdy 

DATE: August 17, 1
977 

RE: Search for mis
sing autopsy mater

ials 

I spoke with DR. J
ACK C. HARPER on A

ugust 8th 

(office: 214/942-2
878), the uncle of

 the pre-medical 

student who found 
the skull fragment

 in Dealey Plaza. 

DR. HARPER presume
s the skull fragme

nt is with the 

other skull fragme
nts and said that 

his nephew gave it
 

to the FBI. DR. HA
RPER saw the fragm

ent on the Sunday 

following the assa
ssination and took

 it to Methodist 

Hospital on Monday
 at which time he 

contacted the FBI.
 

DR. HARPER said th
e consensus of the

 doctors who 

viewed the skull f
ragment was that i

t was part of the 

occipital region. 
DR. HARPER said he

 retained a photo 

of the skull fragm
ent for about a ye

ar at which time 

the FBI took it fr
om him. He says he

 believes his neph
ew 

still has such a p
hotograph. DR. HAR

PER said the skull
 

fragment had relat
ively fresh blood 

on it. 

I spoke with DR. A
. B. CAIRNS on Aug

ust 9, 1977, 

regarding the HARP
ER skull fragment.

 DR. CAIRNS has 

retired from his p
osition as Chief o

f Pathology at Met
h-

odist Hospital and
 is now living at 

2303 Post Oak Road
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INTERVIEW, January 12,
 1977, THOMAS EVAN ROB

INSON 

Imterviewed by Andy Pu
rdy and Jim Conzelman 

00G661 

irdy;  

.),binson : 

Please state your name
 and occupation and ho

me address. 

My name is Thomas Evan
 Robinson. I live at 1

320 Ballencray 

Lane, Virginia. I've b
een a funeral director

 most of my 

life. (McLean) 

irdy: 	And
 you are aware that th

e tape recorder is run
ning and 

we're with the Select 
Committee on Assassina

tions staff 

and it's with your per
mission that we are ta

ping you now? 	
a 

3binson: Yes. 	

• 
n • 

ardy: 	We've just igone throu
gh the backgrounds of 

when you were 	n I 

present et the autopsy
 prior to beginning yo

ur work. Could 

you please detail for 
us your recollection o

f events and 	
K • 

what you saw once you 
began your work. 	

a I 
"I I 

obinson: 	Once I beg
an the work? I remembe

r the tracheotomy; I 

remember the bones of 
the skull and face bad

ly shattered. 	
0 

urdy: 	Where on the face were
 they shattered, which

 of the bones? 

tobinson: 	You cannot
 see that from the out

side. This is looking 

through the opening th
at the physicians had 

made at the 

back of the skull. 

)urdy: 	How big was that openi
ng? Was it an official

 opening? 

lobinson: Well, there, of course
, was an opening from 

the bullets, 

but then they had enla
rged that. The brain h

ad been re-

moved, and you could s
ee it. 

Purdy: 	Could you t
ell how large the open

ing had been caused by
 

the bullets. 

Robinson: 	Not really,
 well, I guess I can b

ecause a good bit of t
he 

bone had been blown a
way. There was nothin

g there to 

piece together, so I w
ould say probably abou

t (the size of) 

a small orange. 

Pprdy: 	Could you give us an e
stimate of inches and 

the nature of 

the shape? 

Robinson: Three. 

Purdy: 	And the shape? 

Robinson: Circular. 
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Robinson: I think_when that bullet hit that bone, i
t just shattered. 

Purdy: 

:Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Do you feel that any significant portion of the bull
et 

• after it hit the head, exited from the head, not ju
st 

being picked up by the doctors? Do you feel that po
ssibly 

exited, where could some it exited from the head? If
 any. 

You mentioned one possibly was that right temple. 

Yes, that did go through my:  mind. Well they had the
 

little pieces, They,  picked them out. 

So you feel that's the only place that the significa
nt 

size of the bullet could have exited. 

It was no bullet, it was a fragment or a piece of th
e bone. 

You would say that there is no other part of the hea
d where 

that bullet would exited or a part of the bullet? W
ere 

there other little holes anywhere? 

No. 

What is your understanding of what happened to the b
ullet 

once it hit the head? You say the bullet went into 
pieces. 

That's what I would say. 

You mentioned earlier that the FBI agents said s
omething 

to you about the bullets shattering. 

Yes, I was watching all this and I asked him about i
t. 

After he discussed with me the reason why all those 
people 

had to be there, I had questions for, I wanted to kn
ow. 

What did he say about the bullets shattering? 

He just explained to me that on occasion that happen
s. 

The bullet will smash into a great many pieces. 

You gathered from what he said that it was his impre
ssion 

that that is in fact what happened in this case? Th
at 

the bullet did shatter/ 

Yes. 

From your examination, that is what you have conclud
ed 

as well. 

Yes, I watched them pick the little pieces out. The
y had 

something like a test tube or a little vile or 
something 

that they put the pieces in. 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 



You think they pulled out a fairly many 
pieces of it? 

.I think so. 

Do you know that this man was an FBI age
nt, or. . 

He showed me some. credentials, I don't k
now whether it 

was Secret Service or, to me they all be
long to the same. 

No he was not military. There were milit
ary people there. 

So he was either FBI or Secret SErvice o
r some other 

plain clothes type, but he show you some
 credentials. 

Yes. I'm pretty sure he told me that was
 his field. 
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Purdy: 

Robinson 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy 

Robinson: 

n 

f 
o 0 

Purdy: 	Was it your understanding
 that that was just a tracheotomy. 

Or was there some other cause that may h
ave made it 

ragged or something else? 

Robinson: There is something about the b
ullet exiting from there. 

A bullet exiting from there. I don't kn
ow whether I 

heard the physicians talking about it or
 whether I read 

it now. 

NI 

Bullistics? About the thorax area, you s
aid that there 	p., ! 

 

was some irregular look . . . 	
,1 
0 

I said it was nasty looking. 	
e 
n 

Tracheotomy. Did you ever hear any discu
ssions that ,t, 

I 

would have indicated why that was the ca
se or what might 

have caused that, caused obviously the t
racheotomy occured c. 

prior to the time the body came there? 	
x 

Yes, those things are done very quickly.
 By nature of the 

situation, but it was examined very car
efully. The throat 

was. All that was removed. 

; 

1.4 

Purdy: What was your impression at the time or 
now thinking about 

it as to, if you assume a bullet or part
 of a bullet exited 

there, or something exited there. Where 
did that something 

come from? Where would it have entered 
from the other side? 

From the your examination of the body, w
here could it have 

come from? 

Robinson: You mean you're looking for a
nother hole? 

Purdy: 	Another hole or some other 
place, either coming from the 

head down and out or from the back. 

Robinson? It might have been coming fro
m the head and down. These 

are all in straight lines here coming do
wn like that. 

Purdy: Was there any other mark, hole or wound 
in body? 

 

 
 



No. If we had 
found somethin

g like that , 
we would 

have given it 
to them. 

In your impres
sion, where is

 the lowest po
int on the 

body that any 
metal fragment

s were found? 

Somehow I feel
 like there wa

s something fo
und in the 

thorax. 

Is that what I
 normally call

 the chest? 

Yes. 

You remember i
t to be metali

c or a piece o
f bone? 

I think that t
hey found a pi

ece of metal, 
a piece of 

bullet. 
• 

Do you 'rememb
er there being

 anything unus
ual or any l

arger 

pieces of meta
l turned over 

to anyone or t
urned over to 

the President'
s doctor or to

 the FBI agent
s? 

No, he had his
 function ther

e, but it was 
the pathologis

t 

who did the wo
rk. 

You said that 
later, when yo

u read some th
ings about the

 

assassination 
or the autopsy

, you heard or
 read somethin

gs 

which struck y
ou as incorrec

t. What would 
those things b

e? 

The time the p
eople moved (a

utopsy). The b
ody was taken 

. - and the bo
dy never came 

. . . . lots o
f little 

things like th
at 

Can I ask you 
what your impr

ession is of(f
rom your work 

on the body) t
he nature of t

he wounds or b
ullet which 

would suppleme
nt what you've

 already said 
or which would

 

contradict wha
t some other p

eople might ha
ve felt? 

You said a bul
let came at th

e back of the 
head shattered

 

the bone. 

Yes, I remembe
r that big wou

nd so well. an
d it caused 

us the most co
ncern, that's 

why I remember
ed it. 

So you were no
t surprised th

at such a larg
e piece of 

bone would hav
e been shatter

ed at the poin
t of entrance 

of the bullet.
 That did not 

surprise you o
r did that 

impress you 	
your experien

ce? Is that n
ormal? 

No, I don't kn
ow. I have see

n them so many
 ways, but 

he was obvious
ly hit there a

nd that I reme
mber thinking 

my God, "how c
ould he have l

ived" any ti
me at all with

 

a wound like t
hat. 
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Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 

P.ardy: 

Robinson: 

Purdy: 

Robinson: 


