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Transmit the following In  • 

—• - 
Via 	AIRTEL  

(ripe 101 plaintext Oe code) 

REGULAR MAIL 
(P riori 71 	 r 

.TO: 	DIRECTOR, FBI (62-109060) 

FROM: 	SAC, BALTIMORE (89-30)-,.  

SUBJECT: 	SSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT . 	 . 	ti 
. - 

JOHN FITZGERALDICENNEDY;..71— 	 1° 
11/22/63, DALLAS,LTEXAS 	- 	. 	L' ., *rot' t i..  LIP • LIN MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (2... 	

r  ce' 
f t-61-4  /1/131  t-. // / At 6:25 p.m. on November 2, 1966, Mr. DAVI 	FTON, Graduate Student,  University_st_CaliforniAT-telephon ally'tOntaatia -SA JiNES W. SIBERT while oH-Willaill-teave at Telephone Number 912-263-4793, Quitman, Georgia. LIFTON, who was calling 

from Los Angeles, California, had placed a call to the agent's 
residence at Hyattsville, Maryland, where the operator was 
given the number where he could be reached at Quitman, Georgia. 

LIFTON stated he was a graduate student at the University 
of California, was doing a research paper, and had read 	' 
an account of President KENNEDY'S autopsy paper by Agents __ 
SIBERT and FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, which appeared in a book 
entitled, "The Second Oswald". He stated he had also read 
accounts in another book entitled, "Inquest". LIFTON stated 
he wanted to ask some questions regarding this autopsy. 
• 
LIFTON was advised that none of his questions could be - 
answered. He then asked where he should direct an inquiry, 
and stated his question related to the statement made in. 

- the Agents' account that "It was apparent that a tracheotomy 

- Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C. 
He advised that he intended to write subh a letter as soort,-.,:- 

medical personnel present had made this statement. SA SIBERT 

had been performed, as well as surgery of the head area.' 

again informed LIFTON that no comment could be made con-
cerning 

 
 the autopsy; and if he desired to write a letter ,.. 

regarding such information, it should be addressed to the 

LIFTON stated he desired to know which person among the 

. as possible.. 	 62 1 06 --ii  (3'. Bureau 	 ' • RFC 40  v • ■ ' 

1  - Baltim 

■( 
Approved: 	  

JI 
Sent 

In Charge 
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- 	- 
-c.a.  A • ' ' not answer hii question, since he considered this question to i,•'," ...-- *--•‘-i.: 	.: !).• • 	- ... i 	• 

A) % /. ..- • . f be of•paramount importance.- -:•'• 	.-;.: 	• • 	• 
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• On November 4, 1966, Bureau Supervisor KENNETH RAUPACR was.  -':•'' ''I  advised that LIPTON had made the above call to SA SIBERT and .• ':, --- 
. - - was directing a.letter to the Bureau, concerning his inquiry. :— .. 
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Er. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal P.ireau of DIvastigation 
United States Department cf Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

. . 
Dear Sir, . 	 • 

•■• 

11818! Dc(( 1.t Street 
Los Ancelet,'61if.s. 90004  

Nuvember 9, 1966:7-_<_ -es  

Ir. TO Vine; 

Mr. I: -1. .9'.. 
. 7-1... :i.' 	A- 

Mr. 17.- JP. i 

I :.:ir. *. 
VT:. ■-•-!' . - 

Mr. t.r:, • I t. 

Mr. n:It 
Mr. r;.1 
:.I r. It 

Mr. Tay',  
:Mr., :J .) 

Mr., 
'rig?. Ttrwan 
1k1L•5 I:..*:, g 
M ira C:.:43- 

4-1-  

- 
- 	• 

Last week, I Contacted F.B.I. agent James-(. Sibert, Jr. 
by phone where he WC3 vacationing in Georgia. I am enToged in 
research on the Warren Commission'a Retort, and wanted to 0.31°: 
yr. Sibert acre questions concernin3 an F.B.I. report written 
by him and agent Frances X. O'Neill, *Jr. entitled: "Autopsy of 
Body of /resident John Fitzgerald Kennedy". (This report is 
"Commission Document 7" at the National Archives; at the bott 
of raze one is- indicat?d "File y 89-307 prrsumebly on F.B.I. 
dtsination). . . - 

. 

"Following the removal of the wrapping, it was ascertaine,IZ 

that the rreaident's clothing had teen removed and it - 

was also apparent that a tracheotomy Ind been rerformod s 	• 
as well as surer of the head area, naTal-, in the 	co col   FulTEE3IiEd33-al • .1, 

Vy 	
cn 

cuesticn was: precisely what did 'these two BE:enta il  Sibert 

and C'Eeflls witness which enabled them to make this etatement - 

in their F.B.I. report? Did one of the autopsy doctors yresant 

or any other doctor present point cut-that head surgery had been 
done on the /resident? Which doctor said so? If the e,:ents 
involved did not rely on any doctor's ctotement as the basis for 
this statement in their report, what direct observations or other 
criteria enabled them to cake this statement? In ahort, precisely' 

what did tle-ie twc agents witness which forced the basis for their 

comments recording herd surgery in their F.B.I. report? . 

It erpear:d to re that Ysers. Sibert end/or 	vOuld . . 

meat Irctatly be th.7. teat people tc *newer this question and to 

provide the elaboration requested InasTuch nr t%ey witnessed the 
autopsy proceedinrs and wrote the report 14111.ch contains the above 

statement. Iresumatly, they also took SCM3 cort cf noten durin: 
the autopsy since there is ouch a wecith of -dato.11 in their report 

(such as a lonG 11r,t cf names cf those /resent) despite the fact 

this report was rot dictated until November 26, 1963, fcur days 

after the - autorsy. The onrwer to cry Tieetiona s  therrfora, would - 

probably involve the (agents conaultins ary not:n made at the times 

or their respective pecories, or both. That is why I called •• 

5:1-1  WI 32 (0,2 	90 GO 

1)1  
This F.B.I. report saya that the /resident'; body waa 

from - the casket and was placed on the uutorsy table. The report 

then ototes: 

• 

1+ 

Sibert. 

Sibert pcinted cut to. me on the phcne thet he could not 

discuss .this matt !r with me, and •that r w,:uld.have to* direct tly 
inquiry to the headjuat:rs office in WashInotrn. I az7rred to folic,/ 	I, 

Er. sibert's advice end direct Ey questions in this 1..tter tv yct'. 	of 
1/11 



 

 

• -• 

• • 
• • • 

• 
-. 	 . 

Since neithrir 	 •of these szt,nts were c-11,d
j  
es witnesses bef the Warren Commission, there is nothinz in the twenty—six volu' cr in the material rublicly available. at tho'Esticnal Archives that I am aware of that could answ'Ir the abcve questions. For reason, I am directing the inquiry .to you, with the hops that-. • it can and will he answered as soon as yossible.- - . .• 	. 

I thank yc.0 for any cooreration' you are. able to . extend m..s in this matter. 

Respectfully yours; 

D?vid S. Litton 	t 

. 	. 
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' UNITED STATES GO' 'NMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 	:Mr. DeLoac 

FROM : A. 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERWggNMW----  
DALLAS,TEXAS 
NOVEMBER  22, 2963_  

DATE. November 16, 1966 
,v 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Mr. Wick 

PURPOSE: 

1;)-1 	tr• To advise a citizen's letter has been rceived ( a
1
sking Q(-  

I

questions relating to observations of our Agents who attended the autopsy of President Kennedy. Acknowledgment letter at ached. 

A letter has been received from David S.' Lifton of Los Angeles, California,-  who indicated he telephonically 
contacted Special Agent James W. Sibert, Jr., while SA Sibert 
was on vacation. He indicated he \wanted to ask Mr. Sibert some 
questions concerning an FBI report written by SAs Sibert and 
O'Neill concerning the autopsy performed on President Kennedy on 11422/63. Mr. Lifton referred to an FBI report indicating 
that the report said the President's body was removed from the casket -and was placed on the autopsy table. He then quoted the following information contained in the report: 

"Following the removal op the wrapping, it . 
was ascertained that the President's clothing 
had been removed and it/was also apparent 
that a tracheotomy had been performed, as well 
as surgery of the head /area, namely, in the 
top of the skull." (emphasis added) 

j
. 

f. 

Mr. Lifton is referring to the 7D-302 submitted by Sibert :and O'Neill dated 11/26/63, which sets forth information orally furnished to them py the,autgpsy. physician. 

Briefly, Mr. Lifton wants to know what -our Agents 

(
witnessed which formed the basis-for their.. comments regarding the head surgery performed on the President, and'in substance, requested an elaboration warding 'the autopsy. 	‘; 	e l / 

4 	 G. v•-1 -  /C  --/(i-&ti 	/ 11 - Enclosur 	 :// L--- /7.  -  

74RW 	19166 	 Is,OV 28 1966 
CONTINUED - 

BACKGROUND:  



Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

When these questions were asked of SA Sibert, he 
advised that he could not comment on this matter and referred 
Mr. Lifton to Bureau Headquarters. The Baltimore Division 
submitted an airtel to the Bureau which revealed that SA Sibert 
had been contacted by Mr. Lifton. Lifton, a graduate student 
of the University of California, is doing a research paper and 
had read an account of President Kennedy's autopsy report by 
SAs Sibert and O'Neill which appeared in the book, "The Second 
Oswald," written by Richard H. Popkin. Lifton also indicated 
he had read an account in another book entitled, "Inquest," 
written by Edward J. Epstein. 

Mr. Lifton's letter is one of several letters that 
have been received asking for information, and although his 
letter is being acknowledged, he will be referred to information 
which was furnished to the President's Commission and 
subsequently made available to the National Archives. 

Based on information furnished, Mr. Lifton was 
not identified in Bureau files. 

 

ACTION: 

Lif ton. 

 

 

Attached for approval is a letter to Mr. David S. 

i}71 	 )/944/ 

°IV  
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In view of the foregoing, it is sugg&stasid 	 -. 

answers to any questions you may have concernifig the -work "r. ..0 
ES.  

performed by the Warren Commission or the FBI would be  

available through review at the National Archives. '-** 	-ill •-,/ 
i.■ 

Sincerely yours. . 

4 p t., 	r ,-e i c 
- 	• 	— .--. 
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November 17. 1966 . 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Shroder 
1 - Mr. Raupach 
1 - Mr. Wick 

• 

.,- ;\44r. David S. Mai 
(4  1181a1/4-Dorothy.Street, 

Is Angeles, California 90049 

Dear Mr. Liftons 

With reference to your communication of 

November 9, 1966, this is to advise that all the materia 

developed by the FBI in connection with our investigation 

of the assassination of former President Kennedy was r:  

turned over to the Warren Commission for its consideration 

and the results of our inquiry into this matt were 

subsequently made available to the National Arc vs:by the -  
Warren Commission. 	

r 	t•  
a (11 r' 

NOTE: 	See memorandum A. Rosen to Mr. DeLoach dated 

November 16, 1966, KIAR:pah, cap Wined as 

:t-elP4  2 ips 
TELETYPE tfwTTC3 

V .  • 
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•• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

SAC, BALTIMORE (89-30) 

SlisFRANCIS X. O'NEILL, JR. and 
JAMES W. SIBERT 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN 
F. KENNEDY, 11/22/63 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 

DATE: 6//66 

The following information is being submitted 

to the file as a natter of record. 

During of 5/30/66 .-6/3/66 Bureau supervisor 
KENNETH RAUPACH, telephonically contacted SA JAMES W. 
SIBERT at the Hyattsville Resident Agency advising 
that & "Special' was being conducted at the Bureau 
in connection with an article which appeared in the newspapers 

relating to events that took place during the autopsy 
on 10/22/63 at the Navy Medical Training Center, Bethesda, 

Maryland. 

Mr. RAUPACH asked if any member of the KENNEDY 

family had appeared in the autopsy room during the 
time that the autopsy was in progress making a request 

that the findings of such autopsy be kept confidential. 
He was advised that at no time during the autopsy did 

either ROBERT F. KENNEDY or the President's wife appear 
at the autopsy room and that it was understood that these 

two individuals were in the tower at the Medical Center.-
RAUPACH was advised that one of the Senior Medical Officers 

had made the statement prior to the termination of the 
autopsy that "what had gone on in this room tonight should 

remain confidential and should not be discussed outside of 

that room". 

Memorandum 

RAUPACH also questioned as to whether or not 

the measurements as set forth in FD 302s submitted by 
SAs SIBERT and O'NEILL had actually been measurements 
furnished by the Pathologist or had been represented conclusions 

reached by the Agents. He was informed that all figures 

set forth in such FD 302 had been obtained from the Pathologist 

performing the autopsy. 	 9-  3o -  
4572  Baltimore 	 SEARCHED 

JWSAMO:cp 	 UmwanZE:n2E= 
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Later in the week a telephone call was 
received from the Bureau supervisor FLETCHER THOMPSON, 
who advised that he had additional questions pertaining 
to captioned matter and stated that he desired to know 
whether or not at least one agent was present in the 
autopsy room during the time that the autopsy was in 
progress and until it was completed. He was advised 
that such was the case and that if ene agent was out 
of the room it was understood and followed that the 
other agent was present at all times and that at no time 
were both agents out of this room from the time that 
the autopsy began until it was terminated. 

Mr. THOMPSON also asked if the Pathologist 
conducting the autopsy had made any mention of a bullet 
passing out of the neck at the point that the tracheotomy 
had been preformed at Parkland Hospital, at Dallas, Texas. 
He was aditsed that no such statement was made and that 
in fact the Pathologist was quite concerned concerning 
injury in the back and could not find a point of exit 
for this bullet neither could he find the projectile. 
Mr. THOMPSON was further advised that at that time Agent 
SIBERT had telephonically contacted SA CHARLES 
L. KILLIAN in the Firearms Section at the Bureau at Which 
time it had been ascertained that a bullet had been found 
on a stretcher in the Parkland Hospital and this information 
was relayed to the Pathologist conducting the autopsy 
who stated that in all probability this accounted for 
no bullet being found in the body in the back region and 
that such had probably been worked out by cardiac massage 
which had been parformed when the President was on a 
stretcher at Parkland Hospital. 

MY. THOMPSON again asked if any member of the 
KENNEDY family had requested that the results of the 
autopsy be maintained confidential and was informed that 
no mention had been made by any members of the Military 
or other personnel attending the autopsy, that the KENNEDY 
family had requested that the results of the autopsy be 
held in confidence, however one of the Senior Members had 
stated that and cautioned individuals in attendance at the 
autopsy that this matter should not be discussed after 
leaving this room. 

(2) 



MA 89-30 

On June 10, 1966 ASAC JOHN J. McDERMOTT of the WFO telephonically contacted SAO'NEILL and advised that he had been requested by JAMES MALLOY, Number One Man of Division 6, to contact wither SA O'NEILL or SA SIBERT and ascertain whether 
or not any member of the KENNEDYCtfical Party, who were at the Bethesda Naval Hospital on November 22, 1963, had requested that the results of the autopsy performed on the body of the President be maintained secret. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT was advised that no member of the official KENNEDY party entered the autopsy room nor did any member of the official party request that the findings of the autopsy be maintained secret. 

He was advised that the Admiral in charge of the hospital at the conclision of the autopsy requested all members who had attended the autopsy to keep the findings of the autopsy confidential. 

ASAC NcDERMOTT further inquired whether at any time both SA S111E7'1' or SA O'NEILL were out of the autopsy room. He was advised that at no time did SAs SIBERT and O'NEILL leave the autopsy room together. At all times during the course of the attopsy one of the agents was present. 

ASAC MCDERMOTT also asked whether the information contained in the FD 302s submitted by SMSIBERT and O'NEILL concerning the autopsy were the conclusions of the Agents hattrialies 	actual information obtained from the Pathologist who are in attendance at the autopsy. Mr. MCDERMOTT was advised that the agents submitted no concitsions of their own and that all information furnished in the FD 302 was obtained from the Pathologists who were in attendance at the autopsy. 

Mr. NCDERMOTT further was advised that the agents assisted in carrying in the Presidenttl casket into the autopsy room and were present in attendance at all times until the autopsy was complete and the mortiC2mns were preparing the body for burial. 

(3) 



llet6-11111 

r 

4:0110••■• Mar 	l• 
rIAT 111‘.1 
WY ROI MI CMII be I —I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 	SAC, BALTIMORE (89-30) 
	

DATE: 10/13/66 

FROM : SA JAMES W. SIBERT 

sukpEcr: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN F. KENNEDY, 11/22/63, 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 

At approxiMately 5:45 p.m., on 10/7/66, W. 
FLETCHER THOMPSON, SOG, telephonically contacted the 
Hyattsville RA, at which time he asked SA SIBERT if at 
any time during the autopsy any member of the KENNEDY family 
appeared or sent word to the autopsy room that the autopsy 
report was to be kept confidential. 

W. THOMPSON was advised that at no time while 
the autopsy was in progress did either ROBERT KENNEDY or 
Mrs. JOHN F. KENNEDY make their appearance. Furthermore, 
from the time that agents arrived at the National Navy 
Medical Training Center, Bethesda, until the autopsy was 
completed, no individual present made any remark indicating 
that a member of the KENNEDY family had requested that the 
autopsy report be kept confidential. 

W. THOMPSON was again informed that one of the 
senior medical officers prior to the termination of the 
autopsy had informed all present that "What has gone on 
in this room tonight should remain confidential and should 
not be discussed outside of this.room." 

W. THOMPSON was again advised that the autopsy 
had definitely beerV terminated when agents departed for the 
Laboratory' and in fact, the body had been turned over to 
members of the Gawler Funeral Home, who appeared following 
the completion of the autopsy. 

Furthermore, information set forth in the FD 302 
of agents SIBERT and FRANCIS X. O'NEILL, JR. relating to 
autopsy findings as stated by Dr. RUNE were based on the 
conclusions reached by Dr. HUME concerning locations of 
points of entry of bullets and Dr. HUME was not aware that 
a bullet had emerged through the neck at the point where 
the tracheotomy incision had been made at Parkland Ho 
Dallas, Texas. 

1 - Baltimore 
AM:mmm 
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BA 89-30 

was his understanding 
will soon be scheduled 
the various books written 
assassination who will 

W. THOMPSON advised it 
that a lengthy television special 
which will involve the authors of 
on the subject of the president's 
appear on such program. 
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