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I had a long talk this morning with Congressman Gerald R. (Gerry) Ford I 
(R. - Michigan) in his office. He asked that 1 conic upto see him. Upon arriving he , 	; 
told me he wanted to talk in the strictest of confidence. This was agreed to. 	r (... 	; 
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iwith Dulles. Hale Boggs told Warren flatly that Olney would not lieacceptable and thar -4 7 V;t'l 

argument out a compromise was made when the name of Lee.  asilcinyas mentioned. b.— 

• 
Warren stated he knew Rankin and could work with him. ET: 
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_ _______.___.....------0. ,, 4•,.. • 
Ford told me that he was currently having problems inasmuch-as tl / */-:' 'fi  

i

majority of the members of the Commission desired to go along with the recommendation 
made in Deputy Attorney _GeneraP:Kutzenbachis letter to the Commission dated 12-,9-63 
In this letter, Katzenbach recommended that the Commission make an immediate' I t  
press release pointing out that the FBI report clearly showed there was no internati.on 
conspiracy or collusion and that Oswald was a loner. Ford stated he was a minority of ; 
one that did not want to give out any press release until the Commission had had a 
thorough 'ppportunity to review and discuss,the FBI report. (I noted that the report vat 
on his deSk at the time of our meeting- ).,... ,.- ' ;:---.!',.- • ,-.:.-.''..t- "‘..:  -;(' _:-.A.  ' • 11. ..1 • 
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_..  ri•-;"( Ford told me he was somewhat disturbed about the manner in which . 	' 
Chief Justic-e--jiwarrenwas carrying on his Chairmanship of the Presidential Commission.!  
He explainedthat the first mistake that Warren made was his attempt to establish a 1:' -2- i 
"one,man commission" by appointing a Chief Counsel, Warre.Y.piney, that was his owiki.;) 1 
protOge. Ford stated th:kt.iafter the mention of Olney's name by the Chief Justice, at \ It ,, 
heir first meeting, Allerilles, former Director of CIA, protested quite violently..\ N.,  
ecause of Dulles' protest, the other members told Warren that they would like to know-. 1 
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,: nore about Olney prior to giving their consent. I ' t, • 	 •,  
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. 	 On the occasion of their second meeting, Ford and 'Hale toggs joined R..-
. 
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he (Bongs) would not work on the Commission with Olney. W. rren put up a stiff 	. - 6 l'4 
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DeLoach to Mohr 12-12-c 
Re: Assassination of the President 
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. • - 	 I told Ford in strict confidence that the Director concurred with hie 7, \:" 
i  

viewpoir . I mentioned that our investigation thus far had conclusively shown that ,.4.:,,• --  
-..L.  - 

Oswald iderated by himself and that Ruby additionally was a loner. However, FBI
k,..  
-- ,;. ,̀1''' 

investigktion was still pending on a large number of rumors, speculation and gossip 1,t.rry-• 
\ I  

and it, therefore, would be quite unfair for the Commission to take a stand prior to. :::.,....; 

111 the evidence being turned in. Ford stated this was his point entirely and that.''i:.: ,  

lthough he was a minority of one he intended to stick to lis point.' ...'....•;.-:;,%:"..t7':1 . ..'X'.. 
• • 	-, ,:. 	•i.:. --‘ ' 01.' ••::'ia- ". 2- - 

Ford told me that John McCone, Director of CIA, had, approximately -,•:;,_•-• 

one week ago, gone up to his office and told him that CIA had uncovered some .--7,.:: . -- 
"startling Information" in the Oswald case. McCone proceeded to tell Ford that a... 

source of CIA's in Mexico had seen money exchange hands between Oswald and an'•••••7  
unknown Cuban Negro. Ford stated this excited him greatly inasmuch as it definitely 

tended to show there was at -int ernati nal connection involved in the assassination of ,-...: 
he President. .a),,,,,  4„, --,...„, 

1,--v-ra 0c 	".1■ k"1.1 • 
I told Ford that apparently McCone had failed to follow up on this matter. 

I mentioned that CIA's source had recanted his storey and had ipdicated.thatiLwasil, -if------  
fiLment.  of hisiiiitiati6A- 116-W&er,--1-6Fovethe unstable tendencies of this source, - 

the sou rce hart later claimed that he was actually telling the truth. I pointed out that we 

• were still ChCckinFTso-Mci-a-ligre-glofthiS-11-o-w-e-v—er,ifie---CIA—s-OuTee was obviously either 

•' iiirsTrIbie or somewhat.' OiViiy.-C1Copathic liar.Ford stated he euld certainly see this. -- 

j----  ... 	- 	k,...-„,:,,A..) .., se• .. .. -  
Ford indicated he would keep me thoroutthly advised as 	the activities of 

1  thought it should be done. He also asked if he could call me from time to time and - - • • 
the Commission. lie stated this would have to be on a confidential basis, however, he_ 

straighten out questions in his mind concerning our investigation. I told him. by all • . • 

• means he should do this. He reiterated that our relationship would, of course, remain . 

confidential. • 

We have had excellent relations with Congressman Ford for many years.'  

He has peen given an autographed Copy of the Director's book "A Study of Communism" 

and has' Peen in touch with my office on numerous occasions In the past. 	 • 
• • 	- •.% • I 	- 	t . !C 
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Contact will be maintained with Congressman Ford. 	rto).• 
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•.1.  IV: • 0, , , 	•.•  

• T2,1:,.,„ • - - . Vhile talking to VI': J. Lee Rankin on 12-17-03, lir. rankie -
;14--;;1111:.cated that he vins somewhat concerned over the security aspects -.;•'• 
.j,'rolntive to earl Warren, Chief Justice of the Supre:10 Court. ..'-*,-- 
f"? . )`'. :1:-nkin nert'coleci thz.lt the Chlat J ktri  0. `e) •. co las to have no regard - 

--;• .. 	' 	• 	' 	• ''' • 

`1.**".% .1at ' SOCV Or for 10.s own securit:i  Thifl c.1--il,. -.. -:.ernooa of the 17th, the'', 	, 
•••,C,.1.10f Justice waned from the .:.,.....v.it! T'.,  --t- -- the Veter:r.s of - - -, .'.- - 	1. 

.> ri: i t; n wars buildina where ti.!ci 7 •,:eLif:•-.•.t'!; r: ...mission 11: f !CM  ' 7: -  ... ' - 1:  
. s> located.' The of. fice that is  tci. .1)c,• oz,:a-:,-...2.1 . i..; Warren is 6n tho.  icurth k)•• 
'•-,floor of the building in the front an:1 ;'.r.. nal:in co...:racntod that :ier .,,.. ■,. 
;‘-1.3,?rsonally was suite concerned ?vor' thc -  safety of the Chief JustLce.•

. 
 

- V.r.• nankin cori:::3nted that there ve-...0 ra:..ohably as 113aay people in the '• 	'Nil  
country that would lthe to see physical hr.rr.: come to the Chief JUVACO.' i  • 
as there were that had unfrie..,:lly feel:..tg:.• toviards the Presidenv, azd . "1.. i 
possibly more such inkaviduals..• y •• :,.. '• ' - • :..- -: • --, - 7 :- • -• 44.':'... e 2 4.f - r' ". ' !.- . -- -'s r: 	N 

. 	4., 	. 
A •••:: 	.7 . i.  1 s • - t 	 . • 	 , . .,... 	 i. 	

i  Zr. . ., .an'.:in stated that he •./as desi:ous of knowing 	.. whether' 
•- or not it woule..be possible for any kind of a check to be made in the : 
.t- general area of the Veterans of.Voreiun 1;ars :)uilding to (totem:111e -•-•-•.. 4\\ • 
..what individuals were in the ar.):. tha-.. ;:ight be 0:notionally disturbed,.... 
• - or have any feralinek of animosity towards the Chief Justice.? T. ...:: •• .::-.-- " 
7..,x'...!":.. ,.. • ••••• 	, •. ... 	.. 	. . 	 . - ' • 
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441'• . '" : .... ,.L.r.,- flan%in was advised that mal:io..; such a check of an area 
...would be an c;..-..7._'enely difficult task a.Ld would not be practical and it ' 1 
1 would certatay he well lor the Chief Justice to take necessary precautio;.1 
-% relative to his (-.-,wn safety. Lan'idn st:,..ted that he folly at;reed vir.h thcl 
:.; ralla.S'estion but lor the present till° he had been uu:.-iudoto, ssful In ;:ettl.nj 6 
•Il this thought r-,cret:.s to the Chief Justice. 1.Ir. nail!cil 4 via.s advised that 	t4 
'.1. the Bureau would, as we had in the past, pass oa any infonnatior. that 	0 

I cane to our :-.ttc.:ntion relative to -any individuals.  that t.:::;?re..ssod taimosity 
•, i towards the Cnie...' Justice. -' 	•.'.. ',.-- .'•-, •• :', ... -.' .; 	4...  '''. 	'. • ....•, 	,.-(1.., ,,,t..„„....... 	,, 	- 1,.... -/Oq0C/0--: ' ...".'' '' .i.r.' " --  ‘.2-r- ,....-:;■. /.4 ' • . 	• 	' 	 • 	'. i 

170 are „ns...-..-ucting our Viz;zhinctog -0<cliktoit t) 	to be :7.0rt 
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..,,. to t...zy 1,,nformation inc;!..cating an -...:.osity to 19.9 0 Erc.-.e:oas.;:..ce , tic if 
" you appi:ove, nr,,Ealley will advf..1--o b.l.„ naAio a...6 tiay wish to alc..t the 
":., Netro2olitau Po:i.lce De-.0a:tment iAasm:.lch as prot:.ctinz el citizer.. :s 	• 
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LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ' 

11.'2,1 It 21..4  
Of.' I i t• 	"..! 

DA-rt.: December 17, 1963 
e't 

. I talked with Congressman Gerald Ford R-Miclii9an at his office at 1:95 PM!. 
,-- . 7-■:."7 _N% 	'."'s,:r. ...AP:'"'er747 

is afternoon. The facts concerning the allegations of 	' --, . . .... ..„ ,L,,,.....,......0.1...........4.06.1.011.rithat  
saw Oswald receive $6, 500 in the Cuban Consulate, MexiCot*City, on September 18, 1963, 
and the recanting of such false facts were made very clear to Congressman Ford. \ 
He told me he was glad to ge ,,the further facts concerning the matter, particularly 	. • 
in view of thC story that Joh!). McCone of CIA had told him originally. lit f 4 1:.•;.- ;I-1k ''' i 

, I 	 0 ( 
	• 	. ; . • \ 	L - 

. 	.....  
--With respect to the meeting of the Presidential Commission on Decemtie‘ 16 

1963, Congressman Ford told me that the members of the Commission, including the 	I 

Chief Justice, • agreed unanimously that no preliminary release should be made to the ‘1"%t■ o; 
press regarding the facts as outlined in the FBI report. 	 • 	! 

• 3 

their hearings completed and the findings made public prior to July, 1964, when t 
Chief Justice Warren told the Commission that they should strive thave 

 i  1 
Presidential campaigns will begin to get hot. He stated it would be unfair to preientN a  r 

L the findings after July, 1964. 	_ 	 - 	i - / 	)4 .. •-• .i, ., c...    
: • • 	

,, it 1 	0 	• t.,)`.1 
. 	 o \ N • . . 

Several members of the Commission indicated that Oswald's handw-Mitten ` 
statements in the exhibits section of the report should be typed out for clearot' p?t;:sal. .̀  -4 r 

Rankin was instructed to contact our liaison man, Inspector Malley, in this regard. 
CO ; -0-4-4.A.,8  4.1._,6„, --qt--44---0-74-e 	--.6- ,ree.0  -93,0. 	: .;. . • t„,.... ....1  ..• I  

. There was no criticism of the FBI at yesterday's meeting. There were'-' ■ I 
no allegations made by any one, including the Chief Justice, that the FBI had leaked . 
portions of this report. I again went over very carefully with Congressman Ford the 
fact the FBI had not had any "leaks" whatsoever. I told him we were well aware that the 
Department had done considerable talking; furthermore, it now appeared somewhat 
obvious that members of the Commission were beginning to leak the report. I referred 

to this week's issue of "Newsweek" magazine which contains a rather clear analysis 
of the report. I told Congressman Ford that "Newsweek" was owned by the "Washington 
Post" and that apparently some one was trying to curry favor. I told him we, of course, 
did not get along ve4 well with either the "Washington Post" or "Newsweek." He 
replied that he was in the same boat, that he liked neither one•of these publications. 
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I told Congressman Ford in strict confidence that apparently Chief Justice Warren was 
quite closq to Drew Pearson and obviously used Pearson from time to time to get 
thoughts across to the general public. I mentioned Pearson's articlo3of December 14-16, 
1963. I told Congressman Ford as he well knew 98% of the facts in these articles 	• 
were absolutely false. 	. 	 .  

Congressman Ford told me that several members had been somewhat 
[surprised, however, pleased that the FBI's report had been in narrative form rather 
than written in a straightforward factual manner. I told him this, of course, was 
for the convenience of the Commission. He then mentioned Chief Justice Warren 
had expressed the desirability of seeing the actual reports which back up those in 
narrative form. I told him the Director had issued very specific instructions that 
these reports be made ready for the Commission. I told him they were quite lengthy 

- and wquld be conside -able material to wade through. •  

TwO members  of the Commission brought up the fact that they still -- ' 	i 

-  urther but, of course, would represent no problem. 

were not convinced that the President had been shot from the sixth floor window 	 t 

: 

- 
f the Texas Book Depository. These members failed to understand the trajectory - 
f the slugs that killed the President. He stated he felt this point would be discussed • 

../ 	Three members of the Commission expressed disappointment that -  
U. Et  aughman, former_Chief of .Secret Service, had seen fit to make a number of ill- 	• 
advised -emarks concerning the operations of the Secret Service in the press. The 	i 
Commission does not agree with Baughman and criticized him quite thoroughly. They 	t • 
nevertheless plan to call him before the Commission and take testimony.. 	......, . ' 	.• 

At the Commission meeting yesterchy, Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel, 	r 

was authorized to hire two so-called "technicians" who will assist him in research and 	i 
development of the Commission's findings. The Commission was told by Rankin that ..i 
these men were skilled attorneys. One of these individuals is named 	Adams • • 	 • i a former Police Commissioner in New York. Another individual is a person by the 	i 
name of „ _ 	(Telmer, an attorney from Chicago. The Commission was advised . 	. 
that both ¢r these men are available for immediate employment. Congressman Ford 	t 
stated he raised tare e question as to checking the backgrounds of these individuals. He 	I 
was told by Rankin that both of them had very satisfactory backgrounds and belonged 	a 
to no organizations Inimical to the best interest of the U. S, Government. 	 i • 

,,.,,  

	

'‘ ' Upon leaving, Congressman Ford advised me that he will be in Michigan 	
I. 
 

on a skiing vacation with his wife and children between December 22, 1963 and • - ! Jantiary 1, 1964. He stated I should call him at any time his jtssistance was needed. 
• F 
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• 
ACTION: 

He stated he had one problem. He wanted to take the FBI report with him yet. "`'.;: 	• 

he had noway of transporting it in complete safety. I told him I felt the Director 

would wail him to borrow from us one of our Agent briefcases that contains a lock. 

He stated this would be ideal and he would appreciate loan of a briefcase very much.--  

This matter will be followed very closely. If there are no objections, 
I will deliver an Agent briefcase containing a lock to Congressman Ford tomorrow, 
December 18, 1963. 
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