
H
A

V
E

 B
E

E
N
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O

R
 Y
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U
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 C
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U

N
T
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Y
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O

U
R

 B
R

O
T

H
E
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 W
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U

L
D

 H
A

 
B

E
E

N
 V
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R
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 P

R
O

U
D
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F
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H

E
 ST

R
E

N
G

T
H

 Y
O

U
 H
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V

E
 SH

O
W

N
. A

S 
N

E
W

 Y
E

A
R

 B
E

G
IN

S
, I R

E
S

O
L

V
E

 T
O

 D
O

 M
Y

 B
E

S
T

 T
O

 F
U

L
F

IL
L

 B
R

 
T

R
U

S
T

 IN
 M

E
. I W

IL
L

 N
E

E
D

 Y
O

U
R

 C
O

U
N

S
E

L
 A

N
D

 S
U

P
P

O
R

T
. 

L
Y

N
D

O
N

 B
. JO

H
N

SO
N

 
K

ennedy replied from
 A

spen, C
olorado, tw

o days later: 
G

R
E

A
T

L
Y

 A
P

P
R

E
C

IA
T

E
 T

H
E

 T
H

O
U

G
H

T
F

U
L

N
E

SS O
F

 Y
O

U
R

 T
E

L
E

G
R

A
M

. 
I A

M
 L

O
O

S
IN

G
 F

O
R

W
A

R
D

 T
O

 V
IS

IT
IN

G
 Y

O
U

 IN
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 A
T

 
Y

O
U

R
 C

O
N

V
E

N
IE

N
C

E
. R

E
SP

E
C

T
F

U
L

L
Y

 
R

O
B

E
R

T
 F

. E
E

N
N

E
D

Y
 " 

N
o one acted m

ore expeditiously to ernphtsize R
obert K

en. 
nedy's change of fortune than J. E

dgar H
oover. 

H
oover and Johnson had been W

ashington neighbors and, 
friends for m

any years. T
hey understood each other. S

hortly 
after the assassination, the direct line from

 the A
ttorney 

G
eneral that K

ennedy in another age had instructed H
oover-

to
 an

sw
er p

erso
n
ally

 ran
g
 o

n
 th

e d
irecto

r's d
esk

. "M
r. 

H
oover," an F

B
I agent recalled, "didn't answ

er it, so every-
, one tried to ignore it. W

hen it finally stopped, M
r. H

oover 
said, 'P

ut that dam
n thing back on M

iss G
andy's desk w

here- 
)

it b
elo

n
g
s.' ". T

h
e d

irecto
r rep

laced
 K

en
n
ed

y
's frien

d
 

C
ourtney E

vans by the obsequious C
artha D

eL
oach as the 

F
B

I liaison w
ith the W

hite H
ouse. W

alter Jenkins, a Johnson 
special assistant (w

hose brother w
as an F

B
I agent), replaced 

O
'D

onnell as the F
B

I contact. T
he A

ttorney G
eneral's office 

w
as cu

t o
u
t o

f th
e ch

ain
. W

h
en

 D
o
lan

 w
arn

ed
 K

en
n
ed

y
 

/ that the B
ureau w

as back to its old trick of dealing directly 
w

ith
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, K

en
n
ed

y
 sm

iled
 w

ry
ly

 an
d
 said

,. 
"T

hose people don't w
ork for us any m

ore." 42  H
e spoke to' 

m
e in early D

ecem
ber about the "revolt of the F

B
I," adding-

grim
ly that this w

as som
ething he w

ould gladly occupy 
self w

ith in the next eleven m
onths." 

K
ennedy never forgot the coldness w

ith w
hich H

oover h 
broken the new

s from
 D

allas. "It w
asn't the w

ay that, un 
the circum

stances, I w
ould have thought an individual w

ool.  
talk

. T
h
at w

as o
n
e th

in
g
. T

h
en

 I k
n
ew

 th
at w

ith
in

 a f 
d
ay

s h
e w

as o
v
er to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se g

iv
in

g
 d

o
ssi 

on everyone that P
resident K

ennedy had appointed, in 
W

hite H
ouse particularly . . . w

ith the idea that P
resid 

K
en

n
ed

y
 h

ad
 ap

p
o
in

ted
 a lo

t o
f . . . rath

er q
u
estio

n
ab

 
figures." In his W

I(  w
ith Johnson after the address to  

gress, K
ennedy had w

arned that the F
B

I w
as operating once 

again as an independent agency. "I said I thought it w
as a 

m
ajor m

istake because I thought that they should have som
e 

control over the F
B

I. . . . H
is response w

as m
ostly that it 

w
asn't going on and that he w

anted m
e to control the D

e-
partm

ent of Justice." K
ennedy rejoined that they both "knew

 
w

h
a
t w

a
s g

o
in

g
 o

n
 a

n
d
 th

a
t . . . if I h

a
d
 ju

st b
e
e
n
 

appointed A
ttorney G

eneral, I w
ould resign." H

ow
ever, if 

he did, "it w
ould be considered that I w

as getting out for a 
different reason. So that w

ouldn't do any good; and I w
as go-

ing to accept that relationship through the year; and then I'd 
get out." Johnson repeated that "that w

asn't really the sit-
uation that existed, that J. E

dgar H
oover never cam

e to him
 

directly. B
ut that w

asn't the truth." " 
K

ennedy's friends kept him
 inform

ed about the reports 
H

oover pressed on the President; as, for exam
ple, 

that the A
ttorney G

eneral's people at the D
epartm

ent of Jus-
tice are holding secret m

eetings to try to play up the B
obby 

B
ak

er case "in
 o

rd
er to

 cau
se y

o
u
 em

b
arrassm

en
t so

 th
at 

y
o
u
'll h

av
e to

 tak
e th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral o
n
 th

e tick
et." . . . 

[E
thel K

ennedy] is alleged to have said that the F
B

I is out 
there [at H

ickory H
ill] not checking the phones [for w

iretaps] 
but are putting w

iretaps in so L
yndon Johnson can listen.45  

M
cN

am
ara used to tell m

e that H
oover used to send over all 

this m
aterial on m

e and that L
yndon Johnson w

ould read it 
to

 h
im

. L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 to

ld
 m

e th
at h

e n
ev

er receiv
ed

 an
 

adverse report from
 J. E

dgar H
oover on m

e. O
ne tim

e M
cN

a-
m

ara had a dinner at N
ick K

atzenbach's house to talk about 
their children taking a b

icy
cle rid

e th
ro

u
g
h
 C

ap
e C

o
d
. . . . 

H
oover sent a report in to L

yndon Johnson that there w
as a 

m
eeting—

I think I w
as supposed to have been there—

at this 
house in w

hich w
e w

ere discussing the overthrow
 of L

yndon 
Jo

h
n
so

n
, to

 tak
e th

e n
o
m

in
atio

n
 fro

m
 h

im
. O

r lik
e A

b
b
a 

S
chw

artz reported to have said at som
e party, "W

e've g
o
t to

 
g
et rid

 o
f L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 so

 th
at R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
 can

 b
e-

com
e P

resident." . . . L
yndon Johnson says that he never re-

ceived such a report.46  

W
hile thus feeding the 

n
ew

 
P

resident's suspicions, the 
director at the sam

e tim
e protested to him

 about, as K
ennedy 

beard it, "a conspiracy, led by m
e, to get rid of J. E

dgar 
H

oover." " Johnson's response to K
ennedy's criticism

s of 
th

e F
B

I, o
r so

 H
o
o
v
er to

ld
 an

 in
terv

iew
er in

 1
9
7
0
, w

as: 
"S

tan
d
 b

y
 y

o
u
r g

u
n
s." A

s fo
r H

o
o
v
er h

im
self: "I d

id
n
't 

speak to B
obby K

ennedy the last six m
onths he w

as in of- 
678 
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