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U: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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SL:-C(Securit7 matter — Communist)  

Re Bureau phone call from Assista
nt Director 

• SULLIVA, to SAC JOIC:SON 2/23/66. 	.Laz,, 

V.  Today I visited His Excellency, the 
Lost teverend 

J2ML.2../dCW,Archhishop.ai Chicno
c.at his residence'. att - 

bard a most pleasant visiicefiCern
Ang matters in general, 

during which tine his 2scellency expr
essed his very high 

regard for the Director and the work
 of the rm. He 

indicated that he had bad the opportu
nity during past years 

to cooperate with the Bureau represen
tatives and he appeared 

most appreciative of my visit. He ind
icated that during the 

• past six months, he has tried to become
 acquainted with 

.the various problems which face his 
church in the Chicago 

area, but that a big part of the six-m
onths he has sprint in 

"traveling and, therefore, is not as 
well versed in the 

entire situation concerning Chrptgo 
as be would like to be 
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At this point he consented that be was worried. 

abOut the presence of Reverend,UARTIN
 LUTHE3 KING in 

Chicago and stated that Km bad yisitod kin hero
 in 

Chicago some tine ago. This gave no 
as opportunity to 

ask him his impression of IMYGs  His Excellency stated 

that this was the first occasion.he had.talked with KING 

and be was "not impressed". He state
d that during.the 

conversation; LUC WArarted a vary glib tongue and His 

Excellency could not help but questiciff-Ers sincerity. His 

• Excellency stated that be felt 1:1=-
1.asnOfit-rutlful man 

and gave as an example that mix agreed ttiii
-thcrioW- 

. vornsutinn between KING and His Excell
ency would remain in 

ntrictest confidence. He pointed out
, however, that'the 	' 

Fess was "conveniently available" out
eido.tho Archbishop's 

esidonce upon the departure of KING a
nd XING spoke at 

qr. ength to the press concerning his
 visit with the Arch- 

ishop, even though the two nen had agre
ed the conversation 

as confidential. 	
he 

I then„in strictest confidence, brie
fed His 

Excellency along the lines discussed with Assistant Director 

SULLIVAN. It was obvious that His Excellency sincerely 

1 
. I°  appreciated receiving this infor

mation and indicated to se 

i that he would 	most ost circu=s2Ict.in his dealings with 
KING 

.....„. .........- 

His Excellency Is a vary toIattyl Individ
ual, and 

from his consents and demeanor, I foi
l certain that he will 

do everything possible to neutralize KING's effect in this 

area. 
• • 	. 	 • 
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I feel that this visit was highly pr
oductive. Re 

has accepted ny invitation to visit the
 Chicago Office. He 

gave no his private telephone number and asked that Nip- 

its),  in very close toudh on matters of 
mutual interest„_. 

as.  

Bureau.m111 beske
pt advised of developmenta 
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. 	Chicago, Illinois, Police Department, advised that on 2/3/Z6 : 
Martin Luther ring, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadarshi 

• Conference (SCLC), =et with Eeverend John P.• Cody, Archbishopcf 

- - 	the Chic 	 P. :.go Di0C2S2 of the C=Tr-C7-tt"trThi.  cvet.f..:-.3- . 
•4,111T1.7r-the nature of a courtesy visit; at ring's request, dzria; 
which ring reportedly informed the Archbishop of the nature anti 
purpose of his cpaign to end segregation and discrininaticn 
against the Negro in Chicago. King has selected Chicago to be 
the site of the first SCLC invar.ion into the northern civil 
rights problem. It is recognized by Kitt that the future of ,. 
1..... --..--,.....+4.. ....« .-̂11 ........ 4, Gk. m119/.4-.414" nr f 1nro At Tbar is-- --„,-----. 

4 	CLC Chicago pro:rel. '  	P5C1-itlrer1:1) CY 	— 	r -4/ -  
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ON  
se! 	 King stated at a press conference, after his meetia.g 

• iTz. 	with the Archbishop, that be and Archbishop Cody were in sub- 
. 	, stantial agreement upon the goals they were both seeking and 

t•i". . . intended to keep in touch with each other. King declared he 
was hopeful of the active participation of priests and nuns in 
connection with his SCLC program in Chicago and had gained the 

II.: impression iron the Archbishop that such participation vas a 

	

„._ 	matter of individual conscience and would not be a natter of 
a 2  ' aiscipline insofar as the Diocesan hierarchy was concerned. 1 

.277:111. 	Iew rI: fourso=e,, Stanlev:Sevison, Barry'. tachtel, cla.z.lrice fee it 	King continues to\rely heavilIN,Non9.the advice of his 1  

	

g 	 . • 	i / ' 	t 

yr...iia 
111 t • , ones and Bayard/UWE-Er-L-4 in conni,ction-t.-ItB-ra :major ECLC-.  

rotrle=s ifnirret Tint-. =3 . These individuali have 311 been 
t , ti. nenbetzt of the Coanun 	vaxty_or_goa%mist Party front grot:ps. 
.2'1 • --Irthe past. As ong as King utilizes those advisors with 

subversive backgrcrands, the danger remains that his SCLC 
activities will be influenced by comnunist-ariented thinking. 

1 -t ill Should communists or coltrzunist sympathizers succeed in,4. • • • 
4  e .1 influencing the SCLC Chicago progr,da, it,,wettld.bo- n,,Ra.14sr. „lc; 
2 -1i breakthrOugh for the coanuniets A -the    ii‘;•ti;.ilef,ht...tfitel.d. 
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.. 	, Zing's mee
ting with Ar

chbishop Cod
y has been 

irith_Specia
l Agent in C

harge Warlin
 V. Johnson 

of our 

Office. Joh
nson *as given assura

nce that he 
can talk 

Archbishop C
ody in complete confidence and Archbishop

 

not violate this confidence. Bureau files show that 

Archbishop C
ody, chile s

erving as a 
Bisbop in the St. 

Archdiocese 
in the early 1950'

0, 
 

eekir/.4.44.1.40i
i, 're- 

Ihe reported
ly had'an ex

cellent know
ledge 

discussed 

Chicago,  

to 
Cody will 

LOu 

It is felt it would be desirable to have31063.SrATZi. 

in Charge Jo
hnson brief 

Archbishop C
ody regardin

g the 
 

subversive backgrounds of King's key 
advisors tad

 to emphasiz
e 

to the Archb
ishop the va

st influence
 these indiv

iduals cmort
 c: 

King. In addition, Special Age
nt in Charge Johnson would 

disclose to the Archbishop King's ern sordid 	 activities 

::-.-..th. a hviefinZ mould benefit the Archbishop in determining
 th. 

degree of cooperation ills  al-chd
i.......ftw  will ext

end to King'
s 

program in C
hicago tna v

ouia probabl
y result in 

a iwinscmi=g
 

of King's in
fluence in C

hicago. This
 would be a 

serious blom
 

to any possible communist attempt to exploit King's program 3: 

Chicago. 

RECO=MENDAT/ON:  
• 

. • 	It is recomm
ended that A

ssistant Director Sullivan t 

authorized to telephonically contact Special Agent in Ch
arge 

Johnson and instruct him to brief Archbishop Cody regarding 

the strong influence being exerted on King by his key advise: 

with communist back rounds and to inform him of King's on 

"-- 	 
hypocritical  --'i-c-,11.nthavior. Special Agent in Charge 

Job 

will inform the Archbishop that under no circumstance may 

ever be any attribution to the FBI for the information furn1 

• - 

y; 


