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» ¢ Attached for your aspproval for dissemination are
. copies of a communication containing information concerning the
progress of Martin Luther King, Jr.,, President, Southern 4
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), to organize a massive .
* eivil disobedience campaign in Washington, D, C., in the Spring
‘of 1968, i ‘ T . "
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e King in the past has publicly announced he will

- eonduct a massive civil disobedience campaign he calls the
MWashington Spring Project" in.early April, 1968, to pressure
Congress into passing legislation favorable to the Negro. - .
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.~ King 1s currently holding the first of two workshops

from 2/19-23/68 at Miami, Florida. He has invited approximately (
150 Negro ministers throughout the nation to attend this meeting.
The ¥ord Foundation recently gave King's organization a $230,000
grant to hold these workshops in an effort to devel op responsible
leadership in the Negro ghetto areas of the nation's major cities
It bas been determined that King plans to discuss the Washington
Spring Project at this workshop, S
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. -Kingiappears to be concentrating his attention om -
ol the South where he has chartered a small twvin-engine aircraft
ei to help speed him about urging people to. support his campaign.

' RECOMMENDATION: . _

L Tt

That copies of the enclosures be forwarded to _
Mrs. Mildred Stegsll at the White House; Mr. William Welsh, -
Administrative Assistant to the Vice President; Secretary of i
Agriculture Freemari; Secretary of Labor Wirtz; Secretary of - "
Defense; Secret Service; the Attorney General; the Deputy., -
*' Attorney General; Assistant Attorneys General Pollak, Yeagley, -
* and Vinson; the Inter-Division Information Unit of the Depart-

ment; and to the Departments of Army; Navy; and Air Forcs. ;

~ CONMRIENTIAL- E

3, .




- | 4 “e ln- - - - - - ———— e e >, e
-__.T_! TR S T e e i
£ | @ . Vs -
— E e ~3, .
: S G i 168 T
=- -8 sac, Tew Yorx uoo..msoz) _' L 2/aqes T
:.; e VAR, T e e S . : .“1»;'“;_—. :__.._
e B m:-ctu, ¥BI (1no-3-1o4-34) Uil a ,,,.. .. n. BhRw e
A g L B e U el T
‘ qIST .. m,," < . -'“__':""?'. _....,;.':".:'".‘-,_--':....'t.--h -‘--’,".
" :‘.cmmnmzm il e R TS i S - I
(mnn Assocn'nn S B .-.'_.' s
»s ‘__. cd e X Lt .- .
Lo mmn-t.x z/s/ag. a eopy o:! ynch m !urnhhod
Atlanta. . .. Lk

. oy 38 W0 . = ) .-ft o, -3* ":‘-
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:fm'th in reairtel 13 excellent and shows that your o:!ﬂ.eo:-

is alert to the necessity to suggest effective counter- : ': Tget .
intelligence measures whenever the occasion arises. Your *
enggested article bas been given to cooperative news a
sources and you shouhl be alert for publication of this - ;-z .

iaformation in your area. Promptly furnish the Bureau '.. _ (
with coples of any news articles which relate to thla - (_/ )
mtter, along with any tang:lhlo rmlta. _

1-Atnnta(m04m) : . § gt

r. = - ‘." ‘-'f' ':
'tis'elt K i
(s)

NOTE:

-EJ‘-‘“S &’/ao-* ?-'/69/ 3{2"/4{;:

New York Zurnished a suggested article concu-niu e "'T"- :
the appearance of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., at a° 1 o
fund-raising affair sponsored by CP-controlled n-oodonnn o
éssociates. The article raised the question as to whether .

King was courting thé conmunists to bolster his civil

.- disobedience campaign, It was also pointed out that

- |§ac§10'ngliitomr 1:10-- :;socnto of King's and o .
“leading gure, one the officers of Freedomwazs
dssocciates. Crime Records Division has furnished the FEB 21 153
articla to cooperative news sourcas and lew Tork is

. Tagquested to be alart for the publication of any nrt!.clu
rolating to this mttor.
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£ < Re New York airtel to Buresu 2/9/68 captioned as
“l...c . ®bove and Atlanta airtelsand LHis 2/12/68 and 2/15/68 captioned]
et ‘_’ "WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT, RNM". . . E /‘
£ 2“3:3 ; Re New York sirtel suggests a communication which -
i |22 the Bureau might release through its mass media contacts.
.~ ° Re Atlanta communications reflect as of 2/7/68 and 2/12/68
N ; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., evidenced considerable skepticism
3 3 as to the proEahle success of SCIC's WSP. . o
S3e Atlanta is of the opinion that New York's suggested
ﬁfa ~ communication is excellent and has no desire to materially
d ¢ Aamend it. .. ® ' ‘
i3 ™ , . e
_1-; _ +  The communication submitted by New York is
A iif-desizncd, or course, to cause the reader thereof to ask
”'-1:_ himself the question whether KING is inviting CP assistance

for the Washington Spring Project. It is felt possible
additional impact might badpiven this question if New York's
communiention is introduced by pointing out that recently
(For example, during the 2/6 and 7/68 Executive Board nceting
in Washinzton, D. C.) it is understood KING eviderced :soms. .=
discouragement as to the probablg success of the Wasj}ngton

Spring Project. ‘ 1'4,!39'. /é._')' -3~/ f_’_{:‘:_:_..: ég/
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This is to recommend release of the attached ot

article to sourcés in the mass news media field regarding

" Martin Luther King, Jr., leader of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, who is scheduled to give the keynote

address at a fund-raising activity sponsored by Communist

Party-controlled Freedomways Associates, publishers of the

magazine, "Freedomways,” which is self-described as a .
guarterly review af the Negro Freedom Movement. The ,f '}f* e
LY

-
"

objective is to show that King appears to be courting the’
communists to bolster his forthcoming civil disobedience "
| campaign in Washington, D. C., in the Spring of 1968.

recently publicized the fact that King is to give the .
keynote address at the 100th anniversary celebration of

the birth of thé late W, E. B, DuBois, well-known Kegro
educator who joined the Communist Party, USA, at the age

of 93. This affair is scheduled to be held on 2/23/68 in
Carnegie Hall, New York City, and is sponsored by Freedomways
rAssociates. The main purpose of this affair is to raise

-‘ money to help finance "Freedomways" magazine, and inforsa-

4 + The communist publication, "Nat:lonil Guardian,” |

tion has been received indicating that with King as the
keynote speaker the affair will undoubtedly be a financial
success. -
Although no information has been received as to

the contents of King's speech, it is reasonable to assume

that ho will comment on the matter with which he is primarily
concerned st the' present time, namely, his campaign of civil
disobedience planned for the Bpring of 1968 in Washington, D. C. , -
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It i3 belicvod that the publicity given to Kinz's npwanmw
at Carnegie Hall on 2Z/23/68 in behalf of the communist "% B e S
publication, "Freedomways,” could serve to show King®s - safrol e o
affinity Yor the-.communist movement and, thereby, place his “° .. ..
planned civil disobedience campaign in the proper context.™ S i

The attached proposed article goes directly to -
the heart of this matter. It is proposed that this article -
be reléased 'to appropriate sources in the mass news media

field through the Crime Records Division, The proposed
article raises the question-as to whether King is courtipg
the communists to bolster his civil disobedience campaign.

o connection, it is pointed out that Hunter Pitts

(Jack) 0'Dell, former close associate of King's in the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, is one of the
editors of "Freedomways,” <In 1963, King reluctantly released
0'Dell from his post in the Southern Christian Leadership »
Conference. when if became publicly known that O'Dell was a
leading figure in the Communist Party. It is further
pointed out in the proposed article that the Communist Party,
with its years of experience in agitation and fomenting
conflicts, would be a powerful ally for King in his efforts
to promote civil disobedience in Washington, D. C.

RECOMMENDATION:,
< .

That this memorandum and the attached article be
routed to the Crime Records Division for release to
appropriate sources in the mass news media field.
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