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B
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aurence S
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W
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stilnirton P
oet S

tar W
riter 

T
he late J. E

dgar H
oover is-

su
ed

 w
ritten

 o
rd

ers to
 all F

B
I 

o
ffic

e
s in

 M
a
y
, 1

9
6

8
, to

 
"expose, disrupt and otherw

ise 
n

e
u

tra
liz

e
" th

e
 N

e
w

 L
e
ft 

m
ovem

ent. 
H

e d
sico

n
tin

u
ed

 th
e cam

-
p
a
ig

n
 w

ith
o
u
t e

x
p
la

n
a
tio

n
 

th
ree y

ears later. 
T

h
e
 H

o
o
v
e
r m

e
m

o
ra

n
d
a
 

w
ere m

ad
e p

u
b
lic y

esterd
ay

 
b
y
 actin

g
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

R
o

b
ert H

. B
o

rk
 after th

e Ju
s-

tice D
ep

artm
en

t d
ecid

ed
 n

o
t 

to
 a

p
p

e
a
l a

 U
. S

. D
istric

t 
C

o
u

rt d
ecisio

n
 req

u
irin

g
 p

ro
-

d
u
c
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts. 

N
B

C
 n

e
w

sm
a
n

 C
a
rl S

te
rn

 
su

ed
 fo

r release o
f th

e H
o
o
v
er 

m
em

o
ran

d
a u

n
d
er th

e F
ree-

d
o

m
 o

f In
fo

rm
atio

n
 A

ct. 
H

oover directed that the dis-
ru

p
tio

n
 p

ro
g

ram
 b

e carried
 

o
u

t In
 h

eav
y

 secrecy
 an

d
 th

at 
it b

e aim
ed

 at "d
isru

p
tin

g
 th

e 
o
rg

a
n
iz

e
d

 a
c
tiv

ity
 o

f th
e
se

 
g

ro
u

p
s . 	

. N
o
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 
should be m

issed to capitalize 
u

p
o

n
 o

rg
an

ilatio
n

al an
d

 p
er-

so
n
al co

n
flicts o

f th
eir lead

er-
ship." 

T
h
e
 ta

rg
e
ts o

f th
e
 F

B
I 

counter-intelligence cam
paign 

w
ere d

escrib
ed

 b
y

 H
o

o
v

er 
as 

"N
ew

 L
eft o

rg
an

izatio
n

s an
d

 
key activists." 

T
h
e M

ay
 1

9
, 1

9
8

8
, m

em
o
 

in
stru

cted
: "T

h
e d

ev
io

u
s m

a-
neuvers and duplicity of these 
activ

ists m
u
st b

e ex
p
o
sed

 to
  public scrutiny through the co-
operation of reliable new

s m
e-

d
ia

, b
o

th
 lo

c
a
lly

 a
n

d
 a

t th
e
 

seat o
f g

o
v
ern

m
en

t." (S
eat o

f 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as H

o
o
v
erese 

for W
ashington, D

,C
,) 

T
h

e d
irectiv

e ch
arg

ed
 all 

b
u
reau

 o
ffices th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e 
n
atio

n
 w

ith
 th

e resp
o
n
sib

ility
 

fo
r tak

in
g
 ad

v
an

tag
e "o

f all 
o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities fo

r co
u
n
ter-in

-
teillg

en
ce an

d
 also

 in
sp

ire ac-
tio

n
 in

 in
stan

ces w
h
ere cir-

cum
stances w

arrant." 
H

oover did not spell out the 
sp

ecific n
atu

re o
f th

o
se ac-

tions. 
Justice D

epartm
ent officials 

said
 th

ere w
as n

o
 ev

id
en

ce in
 

the agency's files that then-A
t-

to
rn

ey
 G

en
eral R

am
sey

 C
lark

 
ap

p
ro

v
ed

 o
r w

as ev
en

 aw
are 

o
f th

e N
ew

 L
eft co

u
n
ter-in

tel-
lig

en
ce p

ro
g

ram
. S

tern
's su

it 
called

 fo
r p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 o

f all 
d

o
cu

m
en

ts th
at related

 to
 th

e 
cam

paign. 
In his m

em
orandum

 launch-
ing the cam

paign H
oover cau-

tio
n

ed
 th

at "th
e n

atu
re o

f th
is 

n
ew

 en
d

eav
o

r is su
ch

 th
at u

n
-

d
er n

o
 circu

m
stan

ces sh
o
u
ld

 
th

e ex
isten

ce o
f th

e p
ro

g
ram

  

activ
ists an

d
 is h

ig
h
ly

 co
n
- 

, ' cerned that the anarchistic ac-
tiv

ities o
f a few

 can
 p

araly
ze

.  
Institutions of learning, induc- 
tio

n
 c

e
n
te

rs, c
rip

p
le

 tra
ffic

 
an

d
 tie th

e arm
s o

f law
 en

-
fo

rcem
en

t o
fficials to

 th
e d

et-
rim

ent of our society, 
"T

h
e o

rg
an

izatio
n
s an

d
 ac-

tiv
ists w

h
o

 sp
o

u
t rev

o
lu

tio
n
 

and unlaw
fully challenge soci-

ety
 to

 o
b
tain

 th
eir d

em
an

d
s 

m
u
st n

o
t o

n
ly

 b
e co

n
tain

ed
, 

b
u
t m

u
st b

e n
eu

tralized
," he 

said. 
H

o
o

v
er's m

em
o

 can
celin

g
 

th
e b

u
reau

's co
u

n
ter-in

telli-
g

en
ce effo

rt, lab
eled

 b
y

 th
e 

late d
irecto

r as "C
O

IN
T

E
L

-
P

R
O

S
," w

as issu
ed

 o
n
 A

p
ril 

28, 1971. 
"E

ffectively im
ediately," the 

D
irecto

r d
ecreed

, "all C
O

IN
-

T
E

L
P

R
O

S
 o

p
erated

 b
y
 th

is 
b
u
reau

 are d
isco

n
tin

u
ed

." H
e 

en
u

m
erated

 sp
ecifically

 p
ro

-
g
ram

s ag
ain

st esp
io

n
ag

e, th
e 

N
ew

 L
eft, w

h
ite h

ate g
ro

u
p

s, 
th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
 U

S
A

, 
b

lack
 ex

trem
ists an

d
 th

e S
o
-

cialist W
o

rk
ers P

arty
 d

isru
p

-
tion program

. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e y
ear p

rio
r to

 th
e  cancellation relations betw

een 
H

oover and the N
ixon adm

in- 
istration 	

grew
 	

severely 
strained. H

oover w
as privately 

c
ritic

iz
e
d

 in
 c

o
n

tro
v

e
rsia

l 
m

em
o

ran
d

a o
f fo

rm
er W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se d

o
m

estic secu
rity

 ad
-

viser T
om

 C
harles H

uston for 
h
av

in
g
 b

een
 in

effectiv
e in

 
d

ealin
g

 w
ith

 in
tern

al secu
rity

 
m

atters. 
P

resident N
ixon announced 

Islet M
ay that because of H

oo-
v

er's o
b

jectio
n

s h
e can

celed
 

a July 15, 1970, decision m
em

o-
random

 authorizing electronic 
su

rv
eillan

ce, m
all in

sp
ectio

n
, 

b
reak

-in
s an

d
 in

ten
sified

 in
-

fo
rm

er tactics ag
ain

st A
m

eri-
can citizens and U

.S
. groups in 

d
o

m
estic in

tellig
en

ce o
p

era- 

R
elease o

f th
e tw

o
 H

o
o
v
er 

m
em

oranda yesterday w
as the 

first tim
e th

e Ju
stice D

ep
art-

m
ent released docum

ents in a 
F

reed
o
m

 o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct 
challenge. B

ork said, "T
he law

 
a
n
d
 th

e
 p

u
b
lic

 p
o
lic

y
 e

x
-

pressed in the F
reedom

 of In-
form

ation A
ct did not w

arrant 
ap

p
ealin

g
 th

e D
istrict C

o
u
rt 

decision." 

be m
ade know

n outside the bu-
reau

 an
d

 ap
p

ro
p

riate w
ith

in
-

o
ffice secu

rity
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e af-

fo
rd

ed
 th

is sen
sitiv

e o
p
era-

tion." 
H

e added: 
"T

h
e b

u
reau

 h
as b

een
 v

ery
 

closely follow
ing the activities 

o
f th

e N
ew

 L
eft an

d
 th

e k
ey

 


