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S
urvivors of a contro-

versial 1969 C
hicago police raid on a B

lack 
P

anther P
arty apartm

ent and relatives of tw
o 

party leaders killed in the raid have agreed to a 
$1.85 m

illion settlem
ent. 

Justice D
epartm

ent sources w
ho asked not 

to be identified said the tentative agreem
ent 

has been approved by the federal governm
ent 

but m
ust be accepted by the governm

ents of 
the city of C

hicago and C
ook C

ounty. T
hey 

said both actions are expected before the end of 
the year. 

T
he settlem

ent—
to be paid in equal shares 

by the federal governm
ent, city and county—

is 
believed to be one of the largest in a federal 
civil rights suit. N

one of the governm
ent agen-

cies has agreed to liability in the raid, sources 
fam

iliar w
ith term

s of the settlem
ent said. 
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... B
lack Panther leader killed in police raid 

T
.h

e first trial in
 th

e civ
il su

it lasted
 1

8
 

m
onths and ended w

ith a directed acquittal 
after the jury deadlocked. A

n appeals court 
overturned the verdict, saying the judge com

-
m

itted key errors. 
In 1980, the U

.S
. S

uprem
e C

ourt refused to 
overturn the appeals court, and the case w

as 
sent back for a retrial. 

Illinois B
lack P

anther P
arty deputy chair-

m
an Fred H

am
pton, 21, w

as killed in his bed in 
the raid on D

ec. 4, 1969, and M
ark C

lark, 22, a 
party leader from

 Peoria, Ill., w
as gunned dow

n 
in the living room

 of the W
est S

ide apartm
ent 

used by the organization. F
our of seven other 

occupants and tw
o police officers w

ere w
ound-

ed. A
lm

ost 100 shots w
ere fired in the predaw

n 
raid, all but one of them

 by the 14 C
hicago po-

lice officers w
orking directly for then-C

ook 
C

ounty S
tate's A

ttorney E
dw

ard V
. H

anrahan, 
according to FB

I ballistics experts. 
T

he police, acting on a w
arrant to search for 

illegal w
eapons, w

ere arm
ed w

ith subm
achine 

guns, shotguns, m
ilitary carbines and revolvers. 

H
am

pton died of tw
o rifle shots to the head. 

G
rand juries and a panel of nationally rec-

ognized crim
inal justice experts found w

ide-
spread attem

pts to w
hitew

ash the events and 
m

ake it appear that the P
anthers, and not the 

police, w
ere responsible for the violence and 

shooting. 
T

he suit, filed in 1970, alleged that H
anra-

han and his staff, the police and the FB
I, w

hich 
provided C

hicago police w
ith inform

ation used 
in planning the raid, conspired to violate the 
civil rights of those in the apartm

ent. 
R

elatives of the tw
o slain m

en and survivors 
of the raid had asked for $47.7 m

illion in dam
-

ages. 


