
1 tinder 

ime that 
ntial car 
niles per 
led as a 
arksman 

from the 

exacting 
it was 

'onds. It 
)1 in the 
er to fire 
• second 

missed, 
shots. If 
ess of 7 

3  ability 

er and a 
Oswald 

ding the 
e was a 
on con-
commit 

lion ap-
rifle on 

ild have 

it reveal 
s that it 
ritz and 

e Texas 
by the 

t. 
of the 
Eugene 
ifle and 
glimpse 
similar 

ry tech-
weapon 

vas dis-
r on the 

ither of 
resident 
iund on 

tnlicher- 

Catcall() rifle involved in the assassination. 	‘11; ", j) , ;1 ■ • ■ 'JOT 
mounted a scope on a rifle 3 weeks hefore the assassination. 

Commission finding.—Dial D. Ryder, an employee of the Irving 
Sports Shop, has stated that he found on his workbench on No-
vember 23 an undated work tag with the name "Oswald" on it, 
indicating that sometime during the first 2 weeks of November 
three holes had been bored in a rifle and a telescopic sight mounted 
on it and bore-sighted. However, Ryder and his employer, Charles 
W. Greener, had no recollection of Oswald, of his Mannlicher-
Carcano rifle, of the transaction allegedly represented by the repair 
tag, or of any person for whom such a repair was supposedly made. 
The rifle found on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book De-
pository had two holes in it bored for the installation of a scope 
prior to shipment to Oswald in March 1963. The Commission con-
cluded that it is doubtful whether the tag produced by Ryder was 
authentic. All of the evidence developed proves that Oswald owned 
only the one rifle--the Mannlieher-Carcano--and that he did not 
bring it or a second rifle to the Irving Sports Shop. 

Speculation.—Ammunition for the rifle found on the sixth floor 
of the Texas School Book Depository had not been manufactured 
since the end of World War II. The ammunition used by Oswald 
must, therefore, have been at least 20 years old, making it extremely 
unreliable. 

Commission finding.—The ammunition used in the rifle was 
American ammunition recently made by the Western Cartridge 
Co., which manufactures such ammunition currently. In tests with 
the same kind of ammunition, experts fired Oswald's Mannlicher-
Carcano rifle more than 100 times without any misfires. 

Speculation.—The assertion that Oswald's palmprint appeared 
on the rifle is false. The FBI told newsmen in an off-the-record 
briefing session that there was no palmprint on the rifle. 

Commission finding—The FBI confirmed that the palmprint 
lifted by the Dallas police from the rifle found on the sixth floor 
of the Texas School Book Depository Building was Oswald's palm-
print. The FBI informed the Commission that no FBI agent made 
statements of any type to the press concerning the existence or 
nonexistence of this print. 

Speculation.—If Oswald had been gloveless, he would have left 
fingerprints on the rifle because he would not have had time to 
wipe the prints off the rifle after he had fired it. 

Commission finding.—An FBI fingerprint expert testified that the 
poor quality of the metal and wooden parts would cause them to 
absorb moisture from the skin, thereby making a clear print un-
likely. There is no evidence that Oswald wore gloves or that he 
wiped prints off the rifle. Latent fingerprints were found on the rifle 
but they were too incomplete to he identified. 

Speculation.—Gordon Shanklin, the special agent in charge of 
the Dallas office of the FBI, stated that the paraffin test of Oswald's 
face and hands was positive and proved that he had fired a rifle. 

Commission finding.—The paraffin tests were conducted by mem-
bers of the Dallas Police Department and the technical examinations 
by members of the Dallas City-County Criminal Investigation Labo-
ratory. The FBI has notified the Commission that neither Shanklin 
nor any other representative of the FBI ever made such a statement. 
The Commission has found no evidence that Special Agent Shanklin 
ever made this statement publicly. 
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