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WASHINGTON, June 16 —
[Clarence M. Kelley, the direc-
ltor of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, has said privataly
that his recent apology for the
bureau's past abuses of it
power was made in hopes thai
it “might well prevent.or st
least somewhat retard the pro-
liferation of highly restrictive
Leaiullti%n" directed at the
ureau Congress.

The lpynlogy, in whidh Mr.

ties "duﬁy mu mdquiu
mdafmsibie.wwn :
in a speech ivered muﬁ
8 at Westminister C
Mmouri Mr. Kalley's

The director did not specily
the actions to which he e
ferred, saylng only that the
bureau was “tr oIty Wa
were responsible for instances
which now are subject to such!"

criticism,” and outl|
that they had m not

pence agencies, might deter|
tough new legislative controls
on the bureau’s operations, was
made in a May 13 ldter tn,
(Ralph H. Jones, president of
Agents of the bureau.

Mr, Jones reproduced Mr.
'Kelley's letter of lanation,
which he said had followed his
“personal inquiry te . Director
Kelley for cttrifluﬂnl" of the
speech, and distributed it to
the society's several thousand
members, A copy
was obtained by The New York|
Times,

the bureau had been the subject
of “considerable attention” by,
Congress and the press and M
=CEnL NEws accounts had been
“miost dunagmg because. theyl
tmply we are unwilling to'
recognize and admit when we

‘the Society of Former Specialll’

of the letter||

In it, Mr. Kelley noted that| '

w? ﬂ?-%: ﬁmﬁm" .

tees was seen at the time by

sume senatons a3 a concession

powerful ¢conservative inter-
ut.s wlthi.n that body.
TEXT OF LETTER
Following is the text of Mr.

Kelley’s letter to Mr. Jones: ;

Dear lﬂph- mrl&s
mased ubnnt at
T 8,
1976. T'want to ten yuu t‘bunt

Kel termed some of the atteition by the
le,y s past intelligence activi- T:m ine newzy'me-

continues to

my action. T am sure you join
me in the hope the future
is & more pleasant one.

“T want to remew my

err.”

“Of course,” the letter con-
tinued, "“we all cannot agree |
an what can or should be said. | |
Sumecne, however, must mlke,

pledee to all the ex-agents to

| do my best to maintain the

position of nre-eminence for
the bumu."
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