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FBI Director Clarence 111: 
Kelley has agreed to allow 
his agents, investigating al. 
legations of burglaries by 
bureau personnel, to bypass 
him and other FBI execu-
tives and report their find-
ings directly to the Justice 
Department. 

Kelley also admitted yes-
terday. that he was wrong 
when he said last year that 
FBI burglaries against sus-
pected domestic subversives 
had been terminated in 1986. 
The bureau, he said, had 
uncovered information about 
break-ins committed by FBI 
agents in 19'72 and 1973, and 
these burglaries are the sub- 
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was learned that the ar-
rangement between the FBI 
and the Justice Department, 
which has polio control 
over the bureau, was set up 
partially to ensure the ap-
pearance of impartiality in 
the probe. 

Kelley, it was learned, is 
not under any suspicion of 
complicity in wrongdoing by 
the bureau. Nor is there any 
feeling at the Justice De-
partment that he would not 
conduct a thorough Investi-
gation of the burglaries had 
he remained in charge. 

But, it was felt by Justice 
officials that because the 
investigation might involve 
former or present high. 
ranking FBI officials, the 
probe should be controlled 
from outside the FBI. Kelley 
Is understood to have 
agreed and to have assisted 
In setting up the procedure 
under which the FBI investi-
gators report directly to 
Pottinger and his staff. ' 

The investigation, . which 
came to light last week, cen- 
ters on allegations that FBI 
agents carried out bur-
glaries at the homes or of- 
fices of suspected domestic 
subversives during the past 
,five years. It is not known , 
;Itow many break-ins took 
place or how many agents 
were involved,' 1,4: ,,,.the. 

ject of the current investi-
gation. 

His statement came after 
the Associated Press report-
ed that a special team of 12 
FBI agents, assigned to the 
probe, had been Instructed 
not to give their investiga-
tive reports to Kelley or 
other bureau officials. 

The AP report prompted 
Assistant Attorney General 
J. Stanley Pottinger, whose 
Civil Rights Division is in 
charge of the Inquiry, to 
issue a statement saying re-
ports that "Kelley has been 
sealed off from all aspects 
of this investigation are 
wrong." 

"Mr. Kelley has taken the 
;unusual step of detailing a  

group of FBI agents to assist 
the Civil Rights Division in 
this investigation, and they 
report only to my investiga-
tive staff and to rne, not 
through FBI channeli,7 Pot- 
Unger confirmed. 	• 

"Nevertheless," he add-
ed, "Mr. Kelley and I have 
felt free to consult each 
other personally as we have 
found it necessary and ap-
propriate . . . Whatever in-
formation is shared with 
him remains In his personal 
knowledge and possession 
only and is not disseminated 
to other persons in the FBI 
or elsewhere." 

Potthiger did not elabo-
rate further. However, it 
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probe sorer his cetifered on 
the tifew York.fleld office.- 

In his statement yeeter-• 
day, Kelley recalled that he 
had said, during a •'.i1411`.- • 

' 1975, press conference', thatl-;! 
the late' FBI Director J....," 
Edgar Hodver had termi-
nated all burglaries by bu-
reau personnel relating to 
the domestic security field 
in 1966, 

In making that statement, 
Kelley said he had relied.on 
a memorandum written . hy 
Hoover in 7966 •!'and epee,, 
the recollections' of;Currgti.... 
headquarters 	 , 

"On March 17, 19713.14ii4°  
continued,..''FBr ,  . headquir-. 
tern learned as a' result of 
inquiries 'In' connection with." 
a pending lawsuit that fold-
ers in our New York office 
contained information con-
cerning entries' sutsseqtient 
to 1986 And the .E4epartment.  
of Justice was potified • the 
same day by tut."' '• -' 

The resejtieg invesUga- • 
Bon was.turned over to-Pot.; 
tinger's divisicna.  becanse It 
involves 'possible -:crimipal 

• charges that 'FBI.  me'ri" vio-
lated the civil rights of eitt 
rens through the burglarleSi 

"It 	, through this 
means,"-FIClley. ..,gilutriMM114,r 
"that I learned of the exist-
epee of a limited numbig. of 
surreptitious • entries pion-,  
ducted in 1972 and 1973 .... , 
The FBI,under my direction • 
is cooperating with the De-
partment of-JuStice in a lull 
and complete inveStigation 
to determiag 	fate ek. 

. this matter.% ,• ; 	•,.- 
' 	During 1972-And!,1973.-  the 
- F131 was -headed by four,.. 

men: hoover, who .died in 
May, 1972; L..Pitric,14;OrAY, 
who was acting director un-
til April;  1973: William;; a 
Ruckelshaus, who sticceeded; 
Gray as acting,dIrectoruntil.. 
July, 1973, and' Kelley, who 
was sworn in as. director on 
July 9, 1973. 	. 	' 	.• 

FBI . sources said •-last 
night that all .of the burglar-
ies alluded fo in Kelley's-.d 
statementk.,plece befere 
he beca 
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