
W
hen the F

B
I P

rotests, W
ho Infiltrates the C

row
d? 

B
y A

rt B
u

ch
w

ald 

I w
as sh

o
ck

ed
 to

 tu
rn

 o
n
 th

e tele-
v
isio

n
 se

t la
st w

e
e
k
 a

n
d

 se
e
 F

B
I 

ag
en

ts tak
in

g
 ad

v
an

tag
e o

f th
e first 

a
m

e
n

d
m

e
n

t to
 p

ro
te

st th
e
 in

d
ic

t-
m

en
ts o

f th
ree o

f th
eir o

w
n
 fo

r al-
leg

ed
ly

 v
io

latin
g
 th

e F
irst A

m
en

d
-

m
en

t rig
h
ts o

f o
th

ers. 
D

em
o
n
stratin

g
 in

 th
e streets is n

o
t 

w
h
a
t th

e
 F

B
I d

o
e
s b

e
st. U

n
d
e
r J. 

E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er an

d
 h

is su
ccesso

rs, th
e 

ro
le o

f th
e F

B
I w

as to
 m

o
n
ito

r th
o
se 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 w

ere o
rg

an
izin

g
 an

d
 fi-

n
an

cin
g
 p

ro
tests, to

 in
filtrate th

o
se 

g
ro

u
p
s th

at w
ere m

arch
in

g
 an

d
 to

 
rep

o
rt o

n
 th

e "tro
u
b
lem

ak
ers" w

h
o
 

w
ere u

sin
g
 th

e sid
ew

alk
s an

d
 b

o
u
le-

v
a
rd

s to
 c

a
ll a

tte
n
tio

n
 to

 th
e
ir 

grievances. 
O

ld
 h

a
b
its d

ie
 h

a
rd

 fo
r so

m
e
 o

f 
th

e ag
en

ts, an
d

 last w
eek

's F
B

I d
em

-
o
n
stratio

n
 w

as n
o
 ex

cep
tio

n
. 

A
s th

e
 F

B
I a

g
e
n
ts a

n
d
 fo

rm
e
r 

a
g
e
n
ts w

e
re

 fie
rc

e
ly

 p
ro

te
stin

g
 in

 
fro

n
t o

f th
e
 U

.S
. D

istric
t C

o
u
rt 

B
u
ild

in
g
, a m

an
 w

as tak
in

g
 p

h
o
to

-
g
rap

h
s o

f th
em

. 

"O
'T

o
o
le," sh

o
u
ted

 o
n
e o

f th
e p

ro
-

testers, "w
h
at th

e h
ell are y

o
u
 d

o
-

ing?" 
"I'm

 tak
in

g
 p

ictu
res o

f th
e rin

g
- 

C
apitol P

unishm
ent 

lead
ers o

f th
is d

em
o
n
stratio

n
 fo

r th
e 

agency. I got som
e really good ones." 

"A
re y

o
u
 o

u
t o

f y
o
u
r m

in
d
? W

e're 
a
ll F

B
I a

g
e
n
ts d

e
m

o
n
stra

tin
g
," 

O
'T

o
o
le seem

s d
isap

p
o
in

ted
. "Y

o
u
 

m
ean you don't w

ant photos for your 
files?" 

"N
o
, w

e d
o
n
't w

an
t p

h
o
to

s o
f u

s 
d
em

o
n
stratin

g
. W

h
at w

e're d
o
in

g
 is 

p
erfectly

 leg
al. It's co

v
ered

 b
y
 th

e 
C

onstitution." 
"I g

o
tch

a. I'll tell y
o
u
 w

h
at I'll d

o
. 

I'll in
filtrate th

e cro
w

d
 w

ith
 a tap

e 
reco

rd
er an

d
 ch

eck
 to

 see if an
y
o
n
e 

is talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t o

v
erth

ro
w

in
g
 th

e 
governm

ent." 
"O

'T
oole, you don't have to do that 

W
e're all g

o
o
d
 A

m
erican

s an
d
 w

h
at 

w
e're d

o
in

g
 Is callin

g
 an

 in
ju

stice to
  

th
e atten

tio
n
 o

f th
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

-
ple." 

"Y
eah

, I'v
e h

eard
 th

at o
n
e b

efo
re. 

B
ut som

eone's behind this dem
onstra-

tio
n
 an

d
 I th

in
k
 w

e b
etter fin

d
 o

u
t 

w
h
o
. I h

ear th
e m

o
n
ey

's p
o
u
rin

g
 in

 
fo

r a
 d

e
fe

n
se

 fu
n
d
 fo

r th
e
 p

e
o
p
le

 
w

h
o
 w

ere in
d
icted

. It co
u
ld

 b
e co

m
-

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e S

o
v

iet U
n

io
n

 o
r C

u
b

a." 
"D

am
m

it, O
'T

o
o

le, th
e m

o
n

ey
 fo

r 
th

e d
efen

se fu
n
d
 is co

m
in

g
 fro

m
 fo

r-
m

er an
d
 p

resen
t F

B
I ag

en
ts. T

h
ere is 

n
o
 fo

reig
n
 m

o
n
ey

 in
v
o
lv

ed
. W

h
y
 

c
a
n
't y

o
u
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 w

e
'v

e
 g

o
t a

 
leg

itim
ate g

riev
an

ce, an
d
 w

e w
an

t to
 

se
e
 th

a
t th

e
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 w

e
re

 in
-

d
ic

te
d
 a

re
 n

o
t u

se
d
 a

s sc
a
p
e
g
o
a
ts 

ju
st b

ecau
se th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

w
ants blood?" 
"I th

in
k

 w
e sh

o
u

ld
 tap

 th
e lin

es o
f 

th
e g

u
y
s w

h
o
 w

ere in
d
icted

. T
h
at 

co
u
ld

 lead
 u

s to
 th

e so
u
rce o

f th
e 

m
o
n
ey

, an
d
 also

 to
 w

h
ere th

e o
rd

ers 
are co

m
in

g
 fro

m
." 

"O
'T

oole, do you know
 w

ho I am
?" 

"S
u
re, y

o
u
're T

u
rn

b
u
ll fro

m
 Id

en
-

tification."  

"I'm
 o

n
e o

f th
e rin

g
lead

ers." 
"Y

o
u

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a
v

e
 fo

o
le

d
 m

e
. 

n
ev

er h
ad

 y
o

u
 d

o
w

n
 fo

r a rad
ical 

n
u
t." 
"I'm

 n
o
t a rad

ical n
u
t N

o
n
e o

f u
s 

Is 
a rad

ical n
u
t. W

e're law
-ab

id
in

g
 

citizens." 
"Y

eh
. B

u
t In

 th
e '8

0
s w

e w
ere to

ld
 

that anyone w
ho dem

onstrated in the 
streets w

as a rad
ical n

u
t. E

ith
er th

at 
o
r a m

isg
u
id

ed
 p

aw
n
 in

 th
e co

m
m

ie 
stru

g
g

le to
 d

estro
y

 o
u

r w
ay

 o
f life." 

"T
h

at w
as in

 th
e '8

0
s. N

o
w

 ev
ery

-
o
n
e's in

 th
e streets. T

h
e farm

ers, th
e 

doctors, the hard N
ag. W

hen you get 
d
esp

erate y
o
u
 h

av
e to

 let ev
ery

o
n
e 

k
n
o
w

 ab
o
u
t it. W

h
at are y

o
u
 d

o
in

g
 

w
ith

 th
at n

o
teb

o
o
k
?" 

"I'm
 ta

k
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 n

a
m

e
s. W

e
'll 

cro
ssch

eck
 th

em
 w

ith
 th

e S
o
cialist 

W
o
rk

ers P
arty

. I can
't b

eliev
e all 

th
ese p

eo
p
le are F

B
I ag

en
ts." 

"O
'T

oole, this Is a nonviolent dem
-

onstration." 
"J. E

dgar H
oover alw

ays said those 
are th

e w
o
rst k

in
d
." 

A
 m

e. L
o

a
 A

n
g

le
s
 T

h
o

e
s
 


