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King Wiretap  

Called RFK's Ideci 
Hoover Asserts Memo to FBI 
Cited Concern Over Marxism (So 
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By JEREMIAH O'LEARY 
Star Staff Writer 

Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.'s telephone was 
proposed to the FBI by then At-

Jorney General Robert F. Ken-
nedy in June, 1963, and author-
ized by him in writing later that 
year, FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover told The Star today. 

Hoover revealed the contents 
of two memorandums in one of 
which Kennedy expressed con-
cerly a'bout -  possible infiltration 
of the race issue by Marxists 
and spoke of allegations that the 
Negro leader was closely asso-
ciated with Marxist ideas and 
followers. 

That memorandum to Hoover, 
dated June, 1963, was written by 
Courtney Evans, then assistant -
director of the FBI and liaison 
map__.with the Justice Depart- 
ment. It reported the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about 
the feasibility of installing elec-
tronic devices on King's tele-
phones. 

Concerned About Allegations 
Kennedy, according to the Ev-

ans memo, was concerned about 
reports that King was a student 
of Marxism, that he was asso-
ciating with a New York attor-
ney with known Communist 
connections, but that he did not 
openly espouse Marxism be-
cause of his religious beliefs. 
The Evans memorandum indi-
cated Kennedy wanted to know 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove these allegations. 

The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly and that it was ex-
tremely difficult to use wiretaps 
effectively in such cases. 

Hoover told The Star that FBI 
officials also informed Kennedy 
at that time that they doubted 
the advisibility of undertaking 
electronic surveillance of Dr. 
King because of possible polit-
ical repercussions. 

However, the second memo-
randum cited by Hoover shows 
that on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
chief reported to Kennedy that it 
was then technically feasible to 
apply wiretaps to King's tele-
phones at headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga. and 
at an unnamed location in New 
York. 

That memorandum constituted 
the FBI's request for authority 
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to proceed with the wiretap pro-
posed by Kennedy four months 
before. The document bears in 
the lower left-hand corner the 
signature, "Robert F. Kenne-
dy," and under the name the 
date "10-10-63." 

Hoover did not indicate to The 
- Star when the surveillance was 

started but said the taps were 
discontinued on April 30, 1965. At 
that time Nicholas Kaltenbach 
was serving as Attorney Gener-
al. 

Asked about the results of the 
electronic surveillance today, 
Hoover declined comment. 

The FBI director told The 
Star: "1 have never authorized 
installation of technical electron-
ic devices without written au-
thority of the Attorney Gener-
al." 

Today's disclosures climaxed 
a long smoldering controversy 
over the role of the FBI, a sub-
ordinate bureau of the Justice 
Department, in using wiretaps 
or other electronic devices in 
investigative matters. The mat 
ter came to a head Sunday When 
Carl Rowan, a columnist for The 
Star, charged that the FBI had 
no authority to wiretap Dr. 
King's conversations. He quoted 
former Attorney General Ram-
sey Clark,_ who succeeded Kat-
zenbach, as saying "the implica-
tion that people thought Dr. 
King was a security threat is 
outrageous." 

Authorization Cited 
The Rowan charges prompted 

Associate FBI Director Clyde A. 
Tolson to write to Rowan early 
this week defending legality of 
the King wiretaps. 

"For your information," Tol-
son said in his letter, "the wire-
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. 
was specifically approved in ad-
vance in writing by the late at 
torney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy." 

Tolson added that the monitor-
ing device was "strictly In the 
field of internal security and 
therefore was within the provi-
sion laid down by the President 
of the United States." 

Evans, now a Washington law- 
yer, was en route to Puerto Rico 
today and could not be reached 
for comment. However, Tuesday 
night Evans said he had no rec-
ollection of whether a wiretap 

authorization directed at King 
had ever been involved in his 
discussion with Kennedy. 

Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy, D-Mass., said today he 
would have no comment on 
Hoover's disclosure. 

Hoover and Kennedy, after the 
latter became a New York sena-
tor, accused each other of being 
responsible for use of hidden mi-
crophones in investigations. 

Evans figured in that contro-
versy when Kennedy made pub-
lic a February, 1966, letter to 
him from Evans which made the 
point that the use of hidden mi-
crophones was not Kennedy's re-
sponsibility but suggested he 
may have directly approved the 
use of wiretaps on phones. That 
letter said the FBI sent national 
security wiretap requests to 
Kennedy for approval. 

It is reliably reported that 
Kennedy was reminded by the 
FBI that it still had in its files 
the authorizations signed by him 
as Attorney General for tele-
phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo-
ver did not disclose at that time 
any names of persons under 

retap surveillance with Ken-
nedy's approval. 

At that stage, Kennedy and 
Hoover broke off the public ex-
change of charges as if by mu-
tual consent. This was regarded 
partly as due to Kennedy's reali-
zation that his signed authoriza-
tions were still in FBI files, 
partly to the FBI's desire not to 
have special attention drawn to 
its investigative techniques nor 
to engage in a battle with the 
Kennedy forces that could have 
political overtones. 

The Justice Department on 
Tuesday declined a direct an- 
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