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F
B

I 
oves A

gainst K
ing C

alled U
nethical 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 (A

P
) —

 A
 fo

rm
er 

F
B

I o
fficial say

s th
e b

u
reau

's ln
-y

ear 
cam

p
aig

n
 ag

ain
st D

r. M
artin

 L
u
th

er 
K

in
g

 Jr. w
as u

n
eth

ical an
d

 an
 ab

u
se o

f 
pow

er. B
ut he denies that it contributed 

to K
ing's assassination. 

C
h

arles D
. B

ren
n

an
 also

 
ed

g
ed

 F
rid

ay
 to

 th
e H

o
u
se A

ssa.ssir,a-
tions C

om
m

i ttee th
at to

p
 .F

B
I o

fficials 
gave alm

ost no thought to investigating 
th

e p
o
ssib

ilira o
f co

rsp
iracy

 after th
e 

A
pr:I 4, 1956, m

urder 	
ling in M

C
:71- 

phis. T
enn. 

C
arnm

inne-e C
ha:rM

an 11)11:S
 5:3:eS

 
D

-O
}
:c, an

d
 R

ep
 F

lo - ,:d
 J. F

ith
ian

 
In

d
.. ask

ed
 B

ren
n

an
 :f h

e th
o

u
g

h
: th

a: 
the late ;J. E

dgar H
oover's denunc:anan 

o
f K

in
g

 an
d

 th
e F

B
I's d

issern
in

atan
 o

f 
alieg

an
o
n

s ab
o

u
t K

in
g

 m
ig

h
t h

av
e :re-

ated
 a cltrr.ate th

at led
 so

m
ean

: t: 
the civil rights leader. 

"Y
o

u
 d

o
n

't see, ev
en

 n
o

w
, th

at y
o

u
 

m
ight have so poisoned the atm

osphere 
th

at co
u

ld
 cau

se so
m

eb
o

d
y

, n
o

t th
e 

F
B

I, but som
ebody, to pull the trigger?" 

F
ithian asked. 

B
ren

n
an

 said
 it is alm

o
st im

p
o

ssib
le  

to determ
ine all of the things that m

oti-
v

ate an
 assassin

, b
u

t th
at h

e h
as n

ev
er 

heard a suggestion that F
B

I harassm
ent 

of K
ing led directly to his m

urder. 

A
t th

e tim
e o

f K
in

g
's assassin

atio
n

, 
B

rennan had for tw
o years been chief of 

th
e in

tern
al secu

rity
 sectio

n
 th

at co
n
-

ducted the cam
paign against K

ing. 

B
ren

n
an

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t accep
t S

to
k

es' 
ch

aracterizatio
n
 th

at th
e F

B
I effo

rt to
 

d
isc-ed

it K
in

g
 as a civ

il rig
h

ts lead
er 

w
as "illeg

al, im
m

o
ral an

d
 u

n
co

n
stitu

-
tional." 

"It w
as u

n
eth

icaa" B
ren

n
an

 said
, 

ad
d
in

g
 iater: "It w

as an
 ab

u
se o

f p
o
w

- 

B
rennan said he still believes that the 

fiat 
F

B
I in

v
estig

atio
n

, ap
p

ro
v

ed
 b

y
 

A
ttorney G

enera: R
obert F

. K
ennedy to 

d
eterm

in
e w

h
eth

er K
in

g
 w

as fallin
g
 

u
n

d
er co

m
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce, w

as ju
sti-

fied. 

"W
h
ere th

e w
h
o
le th

in
g
 g

o
t o

ff th
e 

track
, really

, w
as w

h
en

 it g
o
t in

to
 D

r. 
K

ing's personal life," he said. 

B
ren

n
an

 said
 th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 w

as 
ju

stn
!ied

 b
ecau

se F
B

I o
fficials w

ere  

afraid com
m

unists m
ight be able to in-

fluence K
ing aw

ay from
 non-violence 

and turn his thousands of follow
ers in-

stead to black m
ilitancy. 

E
arlier F

riday, a form
er A

tlanta F
B

I 
ag

en
t, A

rth
u

r M
u

rtau
g

h
, said

 th
e b

u
-

reau conducted a vendetta against K
ing 

and then botched its investigation of his 
assassin

atio
n

 b
y

 n
o

t lo
o

k
in

g
 in

to
 th

e 
possibility of conspiracy. 

M
urtaugh said the sam

e F
B

I intelli-
g

en
ce ag

en
ts w

h
o

 h
ad

 co
n

d
u

cted
 th

e 
operation against K

ing also conducted 
the assassination investigation. 

"It lu
st d

efies reaso
n

 to
 say

 th
at th

e 
sam

e people w
ho have engaged in a 10- 

year vendetta against K
ing should inves-

tig
ate Its m

u
rd

er," ad
d

ed
 M

u
rtau

g
h

, 
w

h
o
 tw

ice b
ro

k
e d

o
w

n
 in

 tears d
u

rin
g

 
his testim

ony. 

B
ren

n
an

 said
 th

e F
B

I p
u

t its effo
rts 

back on a routine basis after Jam
es E

arl 
R

ay
 w

as id
en

tified
 as th

e su
sp

ected
 

assassin and a fugitive to be caught. 

"1
 n

ev
er g

av
e it an

y
 th

o
u
g
h
t as a 

possible conspiracy," B
rannan said. "It 

ap
p

eared
 to

 m
e th

ey
 h

ad
 im

m
ed

iately
  

solved the case so that there w
as no nee 

to investigate further." 

T
h
e co

m
m

ittee rep
o
rted

 F
rid

ay
 th

e 
it h

ad
 fo

u
n
d
 n

o
 ev

id
en

ce to
 su

p
p
o
rt 

ch
arg

e th
at a sq

u
ad

 o
f o

ff-d
u

ty
 F

B
 

agents had assassinated K
ing. 

A
n

d
 W

alter F
aim

o
y

, th
e d

eleg
ate it 

the H
ouse from

 the D
istrict of C

olum
bia 

an
d
 a m

em
b
er o

f th
e co

m
m

ittee, d
e 

nounced law
yer M

ask L
ane as a spitefu 

"consum
m

ate pitchm
an " 

F
au

n
tro

y
 d

en
ied

 L
an

e's alleg
atio

t 
th

at F
au

n
tro

y
 h

ad
 said

 th
e p

an
el h

al 
evidence that K

ing had been m
urderer 

b
y

 an
 F

B
I assassin

atio
n

 sq
u

ad
. U

.N
 

A
m

bassador A
ndrew

 Y
oung w

as caller 
before the com

m
ittee as a surprise w

it 
H

ess to testify that F
auntroy had not tot 

h
im

 o
f an

 alleg
ed

 F
B

I assassL
n

ab
o

r 
squad, as L

ane charges. 

L
ane has w

ritten
 b

o
o
k
s o

n
 th

e m
u
r 

ders of both K
ing and F

`m
ident John F

 
K

ennedy. L
ane also has appeared before 

the H
ouse com

m
ittee cm

 bel-alf of Jam
es 

E
arl R

ay, w
ho pleaded guilty of K

ing's 
m

urder but suhsequantly recanted C
hi' 

confession. 


