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Dear Jim,

This is a personal letter, to you only, not to your comnitiee. It is prompted by
several things you said last night without really thinking them through, what amounts
to acceptance of the sclf-justification of others as fuct, uneritiecal acceptance when
you are in a position te know botter, I say this and what fol.ows not to criticize you
but with eny entirely idfferent motive, The ‘time has come when I will not again even
undertake to stop these int:rminable stupidities, all immoral and unethical, all part
of the gilly effort to make of th. comnitiee what it wil nover ben, cannot and ought
not be, an effort to breathe left into the stillborn.

#=  You may not be aware of it, but when Bud firet organized his comuitiee, he had
his board of directors in mind before seeicing membership. It is one of the reason no
serious critic would join, I explained this and the other things, all of which proved
true, to him, and as with Garrison, with Bud, on tids, being right is next to criwinal,
and ix the unforgivable, He had such ambition, such nobility of purpose, »nd all that,

There have always been seriou- disputes between the major critics, and it is not
Yo be unexpected because we are all peopls of strongly-held beliefs. But the fact is that
on no case has any dispute prevented the closest collaboraticn, the trusted sharing, the
help with egoh others work that now, even afier so luny a time, seems hard to believe
could sxist. Quitc the cogtrary of that selfishness horeshit Bud and Bob feed you, I
have always submitted my work to the crifical comment of others before publication. With
WHIT WASH, which was complated before I knew any others were woridng in the ficld (save
Mark), after publication of the 1izited edition, it did it also with that, prior to
printing, once I learned of others, and to several ucmbers of the press (inoluding
Tom Wicker and Harrison Salisbury, among those who read it seriously; Dan Kurzman, whe
also did, Larry Stern, who did not, there may have been; others). People of strongly-
beld belief often expruss them strongly, depending on their characters. But let me cite
to you the vigor of my dispute with Panl Hoch over his amelon work, That did not in any
vay impair our relationship. We stil trust each other, s5till work cooperatively, and I am
certain \on my part at least) still respect each other, It Paul does not now realize it,
I have no doubt he will comc to understand that as I wab concerned about the impact on
what we all, in different ways seckm, I wan sericuely worried about what this, eventually,
would have meant to him as a Person, There are o few of the nuts who have some rescntment
at what they regard as a fatherly attitude on my part, It is a natural byproduct or years.
I am dld enough to be the father of mogt, the grendfather of some, and I have Jad uore
experience with life, its forces and ways. I ses and understand what those with less
experience often do not, and I am content to rest on the cstablic hed validity of, if not
all, close to it, for in almost all cases it is slready stabli hed. With suall people,
this sometines recults in bitterness and resentment that is not expressed in t rus of that
0ld bastard was right but, in such cases alone, with psychological devices. fhis is not
to say that I have slways been right, never maice dztokes, but I'11 stece this record
against any other, for 2ll the errors 1 have made, of judgement and of trust. I am as,
in tHae, you will come to realize, rather outgoing anc trusting. Your new board meaber,
Mary, vhen she was here, did in fact give me_hell for trusting so m any people, with the
result that so much of my stufs disapprears., One minor exampls of wiich you have knowledge
is the John George picture, the only copy I fad. In this case I still rccall clsarly

what haprened to it, a: you should. And you also should be aware of its possible value,
hence of its disappearance.

Let uwe explain what way scem like a lack of continuity in this, After your call last
night, I was at least a deeply upsot as I reflected, I had trouble going tu sleep, which is
quit: rare, was sv disturbe! that it made @y heert beat irregularly. 'ihe paysical and
medical todl of the years has been heavy, tor I also have worked continuously, longer,

4 believe, than any others, under more unfavorable donditions, of some of which your are
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aware, The emctional toll ha: been heavy, and such tnlngs as Garrison and now Bud
ars worst in tiis area, At the mement, what I do not have to tell you about the
pyblisher contributes. 3o, I furced myself to siay in bed later than usual, even if
without sleeping, and I write this ia pieces because there ar: the morning things,
liks ghaving, and writing this 1s a disagrceabls reliviag, so I do it in spurts.

AR

What you will come to understand in that the oaly reason 1 am teking time to do
this now, to write this at all, is for you. Jow you may not sece it that way, but you may
understand betzer if you understand, by asking yourself, that it cen mean nothing for
for me, do nothing for me. What other purposs could I by any means serve?

T As I snid sarlier, I am older then all others, and I do have a sort of fatherly
interest in those few I do like and do respect aud of whom, in the end, I do hope for
meaningful contributions, You are going to have to live in the future with this part of
your life, ani the fuiure always beings the insight of hindsights It cen be uncomforiable,
This, too, is a function of years. I do not think you will be heppy if you are parg of
something that, regardless of your motives or thosc others thing they havem you in
retrospect thing wae either not good or not morel and ethical, that did wrong or bad

~shings, that defeated or imparred the emormous work of others.
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You uay dispite that tides nowest imnorality ani stupddity, for it is botk, with ozes,
follows ay sending bud copies of uy tdtters. The obvious is something that oftens escapes
wony, In retrospect, everyon: may think souething so obvious he alaso thought of it
fimediately. But I thiok it not likely that this business was nct an effort %o take over
what L had initiated, and trusted all of you with., Not knowing th. date Bob started on it,
or how, 1 cannot of course cous up vith provf. I can usggest thet the time interval
beart heavily my way. I can olso sug ect that, espscially with this alleged fear of my
my "wrath®, th. moct obviou: an. the coupletely normal thinc to have done would have been
| to acknollledge my l.bter with o simple comment to the eFlect that rou-all hed had the same
3 idea indepcndently and were taidng your own ep roach to 1t. This, coming immedistely, woul
would have at least adiresved that quection, Bub honest people in other sreas) have
troutle being dishonest. Bichops arc not the best plckpockets. Failure to do this and
particularly the injunction to secrvey, co that no word of it would gt back to me, leave
' little doubt in my mind and I tell you frenldy that untill there is proof that mekes it
; possible to believe your version, I simply do not anl see no basls for it.

Sisampaee e
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§ Phere is a record that addresses this perfoetly. It was equally obvious that with the
f brealdng of the Amzy Intelligence story the swme thing should have occurred to all of us
who knew of Powsll. You people knew leu:, had donc less, kuew of it ornly recently. Others
of us had worked om it lonz, long belfors your cowibtiee existeds But your comuittee has

# arragated, or aiteapted to arrogate to 1tself, a:thorities, functions and responsibilities
i it does not have and cancot exercisme. So, there iz an casy moralit, in all of this that
tend . to obscure what stdipred of all the selfQjustificatio. b comes no morc than
unethical. With the Awmy stufi’ thers is and can be do doubt. You can check your ovm files
files ou this. I wrate the army, sent Bad copies, snd later there sud:'enly bloossomed

ed his original idea, or Bobs, to iscuz that cragy release. How much later you can recall
wvithout checiing your files, for it wau ot uatil Bud's offlce party that I blundered
into it. When the reaction toc my destriction o that stupidity/vanity was resistance, I
was wrathtul. But I was also Tight, and it died, and you were saved, and all of us were
saved hurt. Had I not lost my cool, so poweriully, there would have been this great
blunder, tiis great help to the other side, something they could have achicved a eredibilit
by siuply sheoting it down. Aside from all oi this, thers wa_  anoiher apsect, I have a
Have a spen’al case against the Army intelligence. But Bud is unwilling to share

even tha® which is the property of othors with others, 4t all belong to him, in his mind,
! simple because he has the great committes, great only because it is his, great only in

i the dishonesty publicity he has created for it.
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Tae apyroach to the Army was my idea elone. Bud, Bob or both stole it. Collectively
you could not handle it, It came out as stupid and the kind of thing that had to do
worse then fall end worse, help them. But my cemtral point heve 1s morel ansothtical.
Knowing this, if you cen recall the begimudng of this avgum-nt, ysu mict recall that I
¥as ot wrathiful, that I was calm, and that 4 did not get angry uwntil there was not
alternative apurvach, for that enormous stupidity had to be prevented, I think he record
here addrsssed the sequ:onces with dogzs. .o pos:ible consequences :ith Youps sre wowse,
enl they uay have the by=-product of ruining any chance of any Congres:ional collaboration
in the future,
™ Ga the questions of ethice and morality I remind you od the Hay case. For all he
spent, for all the btiwe and collaboration trom incompetents he had, Bud came up with
nothing except child's stuff, nothins significant. On the other hnnd, I did acke o deal -
with him, He considered it imposwible, out I pulled 1% off. My terms wer: clear, -xplicit
and agreel tos So, after I do all this work, after L get bim his client and glve him his
case (and he even stack me for what are for me considerable phone bills~when I asked for
them Lic actually said he didn t have tho momey!), what does he do but say it is his
semritles thal has don- the work I did, ani that Flammonde, who isn't even a competent
crook, wes mis investigator, ke took #lammonde to Burope (youe explanation, that F's
publicher peld his expenscs, doesn't stack, for ¥ had no publisher). Now - hen L had my
book uone, it i: pretty obvious that I had no personal gain involved in my pre-condition
taat * be the investigator on the case. As 4 have told you many time, Bud has to ba
protecte. from Bud. He is also a suck for any kind of curvé or drop, swinsdng wildly at
what ought be iguored. He had no keney to live up to his agreement, to take me 'Aith him
wien i wout to sev Hay, after I got him the case, but he had for all sorts of other
and unilomily wasteful things, like Burope, which ia the e mintake, what could have
yiclded notling exeept to the devotee oi the cneapat of poor deteetive fiction., The real
work to Le done, in “emphis in particular, wa. never ap.roached, tud is incapable of it.
My litile time there war very productive, as to a desree you lmow. And tre more T succeed,
the more Bud resents.

I can give you much mor<, but this is enough to put‘-you into a porition o make an
independont judgemenve One thing I ados I got from Ray what hobedy else did tho ons time
I saw hise Diey this ueke Bud happy? lio. He still doemn't kep me filled in. How much of
this do you think 1'1) put up with? Or should? You tell me who you know who would have
put up with as moeh?

Tet through all or this tdme, I was ke=ping you, until it became irposritle, you
collectively, with the escence of my successes, and yon damned well Jmow this, Now show
me one t ing you collectively produced that you shared with me, And I'm the pelfish,
I'c the pararoeld? Can you reall 3.1l yourself t.is?

Bud's judzement is aiserable, Every time he fails to consult with me, and it is his
8go elone that precludes it, for whenever he has asked me to 2o to DG, - hather or not
I could afford either the slight cost or the time, I did. Going back to the Halleck case,
he didn't consult me about orman, and that waz, @s I told Bud as =oon as he didp a
real disasters . have nover said enything about i%, save in PMILI (and I want the
imediate return of both of those books), giving all the eredit to Bud, but agsin 1 get
him hic caze alter he lost it, prepped his witnesses with what they didn't see, I think
but am nct sure arranged for Wecht, but I can play you the tapes of my showins him what
he did noi ses, fousnt Gerrison through to hi:z agreecuent to cantiaue, brousht back suthord
zatiou lor Sud to conidnue, snd then had a vory taxing fight with 3 landrie to ot the
thing going again. Bud go! eredit vor tods victory, out I 4id the .ork, And I've besn
sllents Su, the question of egos is eaully addressed, '
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I did take you and Bi.}l aglde once: and tell you the consequences unless there was a
change, that I couldn t bell the cat and you'd have to. You failed, If I have to, I ill
not. I may be too late, but you believe me, Jim, I'll do it. If I do not, all the
work I've done, at all this great cost, the ruin of our lives and our futures will be a
futility. That I will not accept. ]

Let me address Sprague, lou ar- welcome, as you've long known, to see my files on
him, You wil: find that as I have had to drain myself to frustrate the enprmous damage
he did that could be prevented, and I cen't begin to deseribe the cost, in money and
physical and emotional drain, that I have spent an eisormous amount of painstaking time

*B¥er the years in trying to put a littlc comion sense into his noodle. Even recently, .
You know of some, What you do not kmow is that his wife drew me aside and thanked me at
Bud's party. Little as she knows, she does know he is muts about tids, I did not lean
on bhim at the party wntil there was no choice, and what I thon did trat he later found
80 uncongenial iz to charge him with responsibility for any consequences. I also not only
told hil but proved to him that he kmew so goddamned little he ought ncver open his mouth,
It is this that in retrospect he found so uncongenial, and it is, unfertunately, true.

3 .took his appearance on the Fred Gale show in Hew York and parsed it lilke a sentcnce.

There was on it mo single factual or accurate thing he said, In fact, that disaster was
so great that when I did the Gale show six weeks ago, and Fred has long been a friend of
mine, Fred asked me aftexward if all these guys were muts. He stilly likes Bud, but the
others he doesn't want to see again. If a man who knows so little about the case as Fred,
but is genuine end concerned, aan see this, can you imagine how bad they really were?
Remember, I told you I had beensent this tape, told you to listen to it, end you didn't.

There is no chance that in a long lifetime Sprague, rcgardless of the purity of his
inetnetions, can begin to undo the harm he has done us. How can you expect me to continue
to take this? Or to be silent in the faceof it, to not even try to do something? Or how
can you expect Dick to like it when faced with it in a wey he cannot escape, It simply
was necessary to try and close that nonstop flapjaw bofore somebody gets killed, and
that, now is a distinet possibility, whether or not you kuow it, The great boon is that
he didn't tell your flapjaw committee, which has the rentntion of an oversize sieve,
all he was told. The rest I had to try and keep locked inside that blownup head.

Bick was very wucémfortable after he thought it over. We all have egos, and his was
deeply hurt. So, he got sore. But if you have the slightest doubt about what hpppened, I
adre you to get him to go over it with me in front of you.

There is no point incontinuing with the specifics. I could write a book about them,
they ar that many, I am trying only yo open your eyes and mind, for I do not want you to
look back in sorrow, to be hurt when you seek good, to fecl later that you have sadly
abused you wife, been part of hurt., But es of today, your committee has done about as
much good as Garrison. It i: as selfish and selfOseeking as he and if it has come up with
anything that in aby way helps forward what we arc all supposed to be seeking, it has
Boen kep} secret from me. As you know, so far as cooperation is concerned, it is you only.

ob didn t even get the copy of the Archives regulations I asked of him, Whiht reminds me
of another picture of Bud you should know. Seme time back, before he moved his office, I
t there one day and he was all smiles and said, in almest thase exasct worda, ™ we have
finally, at long last!) gotten something you don't have®, What was it? Exhibit T10
and even that Bob didn t begin to get in full). Hell, we'd had hhat for years. It had
then been in COUP for tRo years, But Bud's unique genius is that he buys all the shit not
already down the hppper, reads that, and ignores mcaningful work. For that he has no
reading time. But I glve you a picture of his jeslou:y, his attitude.

What I am really addressing is how he can be so nice a guy in so uwany ways acd on
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this be so corrupt and dishonest -and how in the future eh will emerge from this whole,
not sick, as Garrison is. I do not went that to happen, But I camnot long tcke the time
for the effort to prevent it. Nor can I continue %o permit the enormous easte of my

tiue that he bas caused. Come here some day and let me show you the amount of it reflected
in things he asked me to do on paper that I did-to no end, for he forgot as soon o5 he
asked, of he changed his mind, or he didn't read 1%,

Jim, we have a Tecord to lock back upon. I am the non-lewyer, but I think you will
agree that substantially, even my leogal judgements and recosunedations were the right
ones, Wheee they were ignored, we fell. We uight hot have aveided it hed they not been

’_}_snored. but we'd have had a better reford, . ) .

I think you should also make your own estimate of the validity of the prececupations
of your committee, the total involvement in what any mature mind had to tell you was shit,
Lt is incredible that so enormous an effort should have goe into sc much that could not
possibly be right and could not, were there the chance, be established, When the wild
gecse did not come in on their own, you people sentnative beaters out.

= - I you recall some of our argument at the time you began the cémputer project, you
now, in the current issue, should see the validity of my then argument, What was fed
into it was garbege. The basic work was not, so ti.e besie work cannot be retrieved,
Had it nay value at all, what Bon drafted would not have emerged in that form, if at
all,

Iaddrensthefalaecalimabcutlankofindex.lgavem“aofm, personally,
coples of all my worics -nd all the indexes, Those not printed in the book you had
for xeroxing, and Sprague and Berkley also had and duplicated these. Only the first
printdng of WW is without index, I do not give those awelys Besldes, the few I have may
some day have welue, and I have very few. That edition sold out almost 1005,

Take my word for it, though you will oot have this letter in time for it o meke a
difference in what I do, from now on, to the degroc I can influence or contrel it,
things wili be different. sgain I have to face our survival-mine and that of all of us,
if you do not or cannot see it that way, I'm sorry, end I will not take more time to
try and open your cyes. The political stupidities in this anonymous memo-ask yourself
even why it is undated, gnd about that childish subtitle- are a diseredit to all of you,
Frankly, if you read it, i'm ayrprised you did not see its boomerang potential, Right
now I'm at the point whero if the other side doesn't, I'll consider showing it to them.
Fot for vindictiveness, either, for it can be productive. And it is a shamefully dishonest
mothod and approach. *t is cheap, unfaithful, deceptive and can be as ruinous to Boggs as
to us. Which brings me to where I now am,

I will not again repeat the total dishomesty of the thing to which ~ objected so
strongly and wiat it can mean to what L now have in tho wormks. It cannot be immocent.
Firgt o all, ii the yoar-eld prodse had been kept, it would not have been there for
Bohtousainmoenuy.Bututhsudmreumdmbemmm.rmoughtmming
yourself how, when he is in other wasy, the Iddn of guy he is, on this subject he can
migbehave so badly. But it confronts me witn that with which I must chpes If it is used
in any way, itwillmtmlymlthepmspachofmrryingthatutmﬂhar. but it may
kill the promising prospects I have for contextual use, for carrying it further, and for
usging it with the rest. If it does, then 1 have to con dder that to wideh I next turn,

I will be in New York, and I will be seeking out other possibilitics, I have mentuoned ym

one to you. Whether or not I can arrange it, you would be well advised to consider that
IWillh?o



A yeau ago Mo sodapromn wasimads, Juii ol [T, bt Bt Maiiat
achiove nothing, he would set his jaw and ignore whet he wants to ignore. He probsbly
will not sdmit it to himself, but i he has made me too many promises he has not kept.

I can't accept promises any more. Now I want more than a promise, and I realize the work
this will require, I want the return of cverything I have let any of you have, I want it
now, and I want it completely. I want not only what is in your files but whatever copies
have been permditted to be made, Regardless of source, too, for got much of my work
from that other epitome of personal integrity, Gerrison. The = exception is what is
required for currmmt litigation. I not only ask this, I expect it, and promptly. I
simply carmot allow anything like this to huppen again, and I do not propose to again be
_.gubjectod to the kind of nervous and emptional siraing this has causeds Neither my
age nor the present condition cf my health permits it. =3

I am surprised that you, personally, would go for that horsehit that I am so .
difficult t. work with., Youk have worked with me, Take two cases: the clothing.yic suit
and the spectro. Did we have & single problem with the formex? Did you rcpeatedly not
keep your schedules and dates on it, and did I not, in close to complete silence, accept
this wasting of my times and limited means? When Bud said thai the speciro casze would
~-go to the Supreme Cour:. and he would do it, did I not let him do whatever he wented,
even when I disagreed with it? Did we have a single argument? Did I interpose any
oserious objections? Was I, in fact, even consulted? Were the long analyses 1 prepared
even consulted? Are the stupid errors so reflective of a lack of evea the most basic
knowledge of the fact of the assassination in any way justifiable? And the repetition of
a serious one when I had cauht it, but it is in the appeal? Save ¥ ranted and raved about
$his very serious imposition upon me and my time? In each case I asked that I have
time to review these papers for just this purpose, yet in both cases it was made
impossible. The results speak for themselves, as does the record. And the same thing
happened with Rey, in and before Hemphis. If we ar  all prone to error, we are all old
enough to know that others may catch them, What better reason for me not having the
opoortunity, when I have without deviation always been available, always found the time?
I suggugt you ask yourself is this is no more than accidental, or if it reflects some-—
thing else, an incredible, ckildish jealousy.
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There is not ungfyou who lkmows enough about the essential fact of any of the
caseg. How long will it take befors you both realize it and act upon it? Is this
jealously to dominate everything you all do and what the rest of us can or must live
with? It is not fear of my "wrath" that discourages this. And I don't ask for the
return of my travel expenses, of the pariing fees I can't afford, When I am asked, I am
there, and you damned well mnow it, I cocl my heels, waste time, accept other personal
abuses, but I gm there.

I could rchash mors, like Davison snd that crazy, wrong whole business that killed
Ehnthadpotanﬁal. I ought not need to at this point. I can do the same thing with
ongress, whether or not you know it, and with aspects of Temnnessee. I content myself
with Santayana: He who does not learn from the gast is doomed to relive it.

Sincerely,

N
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Harold Weisberg

s
b



