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ACTION: 	SecState V. Am ric 384 

LONDON 8797 

SUBJECT: EXTFALITIOIN: James Earl RAY 

ELF: 	State 180320 

1. As fax as British law is concerned Bow Street Court is of 
opinion that Ray has right to have affidavits taken in U. E. and 
received in hearings at London 12.st year. Bow Street 

states he believes copies of these- afficit.vits were giver_ to de-

tense after proceedings here were completed. He assurnee, 

documents were transmitted to Ranee in U. S. V hen infc_Tmer: 

giving affidavits to Ray might result in their publication, hn re-
peated that Ray, as defendant, had every right to the afacvlia, 

which 1)le understood could include Ray's making them avat'.21:„,  
to others if he chose to do so. 

f 2. V hlle Department correethat affidavits not avails.,...bie to 
in e. r. , this policy does not apply to party in the proceecicv 

who co'ald publish it if he wished. Thus we Bay to have made 

renuest for documentE, court would have released them. Ccirt 

would not, rit, not release to writer or any tiezd party. 
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3. Embassy ban obtained views of nreign Office nricl ic 
Office which concur with those or Bor SIOCe Corrt. 
agree matter of publication would be up to 
4. Sinceoth Court and Home Office would have granted re-quest by Bay for documents, Embassy GI view that it would awkward not to release documents to Ray. E.mbaEry would nct, rpt, not support giving documents to writei.. 
5. Foregoing has been coordinated with Gaither. 
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