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I returned an earlier call from Attorney General Ile msey 

The Attorney G(neral stated there were two developments in the James Earl 

Ray case. lie stated he received a letter from or elguod "bneyd" which ha 

thought he had mentioned to me the other day and it was fairly difficult to 

understand lt, probabk Atrposely so; then he, the Attorney General, received 

a letter from Arthuri,6ines, the lawyer, on Friday or maybe it was Monday, 

and It referred to the earlier letter from Sneyd, or James Earl Ray, and said 

he,weascapprehensive about the return mot and requerted permission to 

accompany Sneyd, or Ray, on the airplane. The Attorney General co:Ahmed; 

that Hanes had then called Nat before noon. The Attorney General stated that 

be has wt been t.dcbg calls from him, but the man who had been taking the ■? 

.eila 

 

is out of town no he bad his Executive Assistant, Sol Lindenbaum, tak1 

the call. lanes said that he was ca route to London leaving early in the 

afternoon and he was planning to waive extradition at Ws time and wanted to 

know whether be would be permitted to fly back on the plane with Sneyd, or 

hay. Lindenhaum told Hanes that he had dot talked this over with the Attorney 

General and he doubted very much that It would be poealble, but 11 he would 

Li:quire later when he got to London, they would let him know. 

The Attorney General stated he guessed this means two things: 

One we will have to be prepared earlieJesthan we thought to bring Ray Lack; 

and second, we need to make a dec1.80\1113 to whether we should e_flt1;a4;eie 

to come on that plane. 	 • 	; 1 	2 	, 	 3 
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I stated I did not think the latter oust to be done as he has no statue 

officially other than being his attoruoy and In the letter which Parcircrtcrittr--1  

brother askin.,: that be get 5309 so Ray would have IL to pay his lawyer, the 	• 

brother apparently suggested elle lawyer in Texas named Percy Foreman nerd 

en—I.—Ray in his reply to his brother stated he would wait until he got back h eit here 4nd 

• *.v.' _confer with Hanes as to any arsoclate counsel as he wanted to get a prominent 

.---itt'wyer with whom Hanes could work ao he would defer that decUen until he 

.4," 	got back to this country. I continued that in the letter to his brother, there 
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was indication he might waive extradition and be back here soon. I Mated that daises, of cuuree, is retained by him tentatively with the expectation of another lawyer, although I doubt Hanes will agree to that because knowing his make-up, he will want to run the case himself. The Attorney General conan-ented that he would guess letting him on the plane would bring him closer to Ray and it would be more difficult for Ray to got another lawyer It he vented one. I stated also that' it weuld allow tam to entry on about his conversation with Ray or bring an objection by Hanes of not talking to Mae that in other worths, at that time, Ray in in the custody of FLA Agents and I do not believe anybody should be allowed to sit down and have a long conversation with him and Hanes would try to do it. 

I continued that there is no reason why he should worry about the plane flight; in other words, if he is afraid the plane Is eolne to fall, Hanes can't stop It and if he is convinced somebody is going to talk to flay and get information, he could rnake a disturbance on that although one of the four men on the plane is We Sulierrisor of the ease who knows all the angles so U hay volunteered anything, we would have someboey who ArdlUJis all the aspects ano alter telling icy of hie rights, liay could answer if he so desired, init we are inetructing our man to make no effort to qneetion him. I stated also that Ranes 'when he got back would give a long interview as to what transpired on the plane and we are trying to keep it as quiet as we can with no publicity either in London or JwIemphis. The Attorney General etatea that, of course, he would be in the way. 

I elated he would be in the way and I dki not think he has any riget to be on the Mane. The iiturney GLneral stated he could not insgicie that he has any right and, in fact, he could not remember any case wheu we are transporting a prisoner where the lawyer is allowed to accompany Lin]. I said no lawyer, relative, or anybody outside the immetlinte oificiale are allowed to go with the prinoner. The Attorney General said this would be a bad precedent. I said it ..oeuld be a very bad precedent and no dcubt Would be brought up in future cases and it is meta an etitstandIng case it would certainly be a precedent ;seized upon by others. I sald I felt no representative 
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of the hats of Tennessee sbovid go along because there would be articles written or long interviews given about things that happened Lhat never did happen, whereas with our own people, we here tight control and they won't say any-thing and we have indicated to the Sheriff la Memphis to keep his mouth shut, although I don't know if he 

I told the Atterney General that I had cent him a memorandum on what the Sheriff's plans were In traneporting Bay from the airport to jail; that I tikouzht he had five armored cars and the officials, or officers, will • he the sane ones who will guard trim in jail. I said they have also put up bullet-proof meterial in the cell block where he will be detained and there will be no other prisoners in the cell block, so I thought the security at Memphis was pretty well assured. 1 stated that as to the activity on the plane, I did not think there should be anybody on board; that, of course, the Alr Force Doctor will be on board, but he is really a member of the Crew and I thought it would be a bad precedent to set and with a fellow like Banes, I thought it would be undesirable to make an exception, even U be were a high class person. The Attorney General said that if he were honorable, we might flew. It would eliminate the question of coercion of force or anything. I said the doctor will be aboard, but he is an officer of the Air Force sad,' therefore, would be able to testify. I said the plan ift to have Bay examined immediately upon boarding the Wane nt the airport in London before it takes off and before leaving the plans at the airport In llemphie. I said the Air Force doctor will do that. 

The Attorney General said then that my feelieg is that Banes ehould be advised he may not come back on the plane and I told bin; I thou,;iit so definitely. 

The Attorney General said they would tell him that and let me know, or perhaps Legal Attache 1.1. Watch in London would be the first to get the word, about the waiving of extradition and when he mIght be returned. I told the Attorney General that we would advise Minnich this afternoon that Hanes is going over to London. 
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The Attorney General asked U we had any fear of Klan Infiltration in the Sheriff's Office in Memphis and I told him no. I told him that the . Prison Bureau has two men down there who are instructing the guards who will have Ray in custody is jail as to how to handle the custody of a prisoner considered dangerous and apparently they are going Into the technical aspects of it. I said we have looked the jnil over and talked to the Sheriff as to his plans on the removal of theiprlsoner from the airport to jtil and the transportation there if the Sherlif Le going to handle this. I said we did not tell him be was going to, but Learned bow it would be done U he were going to do it. I raid he has no idea, of course, when the fellow will be coming in nor do we at the presentilme. 

I said I thought we ought to get the plan. over to London as rapidly as possible even If it has to stand by over there so the minnte the proceedings are over 'We can get him aboard and out, particularly In view of Bane' going over because we do not know what kind of motions he can file in the Britteh courts, although I donated he could do anything, because he will do everything he can to try to rates questions. I said our relations with the thane Office and Scotland Yard are such that they will see the situation as we do. 

The Attorney General said that' maybe he better have Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson cell. Banes now and tell him he will not be allow(d to return on the plane before he gets to Cniand. I told him I theef,ht so as be may not go as It is an expensive trip and he has no cash yet from Ray so tar as we know because tiny was trying to get 1600 from his brother which, I think, was to be a kind of retainer fee for ilanes and If Banes does not have any cash yet, he may not spend more money to maim the trip to London. I said that so far as Hanes knows, he may be ready to depart at any time and I thought the sooner we move the departure tip, the better. The Attorney General agreed and said be was not sure we know enough now to send the plane over now. lie said he did not know where it was and I told him the plane is at Andrews Air Base. True Attorney General said also that I would want to send my e:.en in it too. I told biro I did and we have four MOD available to go over. I told him the reason I knew the plane is here la because Vinson sent over word to Assistant Director Rosen this morning that he thought they should go look the plane over so I presume it is at Andrews DOW and is being kept there. 
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The Attorney General sucietted that maybe I could find out from Mr. Minnich what happ-::ned at the hearing today and get his adv'se as to • whether the plane should go over now. I told hltn I could do that. 
J T:10 Ittomey GenElal said he had [KA tiL:ed to :a,sistant ttorazy Geni.tral Vinson and to 14-..t nim talk to YU:on and then Ile wcvlAl act to me. 

• • Very truly yaws, 

John Edgar Hoover 
• Director 

• 

SENT FROM D. D. 

TIME  
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