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transcript of the reporter's notes for that session has been prgpared
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Director
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I called this meeting of the Commission because of something that
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caveloped fbday that I thought every member of the Commission should have

knowledge of, something that you shouldn t hear from thd publlc before you
had an opportunity to think about it. I will just have Mr Rawkin tell you
the story from the beginning. | |

Mr. Ravkin: Mr. Wagner Carr, the Attorney General of Tekas,,called ne

Vemm—

- at 11:10 this morning'and said that the word had come out, he wentci to-get

, 1t to m2 at the flrst moment, éhat Oswald was acting as an FBI Undercover
Agent, aﬁd“that they had the 1nformatlon of his badge which was glven as.-
Nuwber 179 and that he was belng pald two hundred a monLh from September
cf 1962 up through the time of the assassination. I asked what the source

. : C -t
of this was, and he said that he understood the information hed‘been‘made
available so tﬂat Defense Counsel for Ruby had that informatioh, that he
knew that the press had the>iﬁfprmetion; and he didn't know exaetly whefe
Wade heﬁ gotten the iﬁfo?mation; but he was a former FBI Agent.

That they, tﬁat is,nﬁééé before; had said that he had suffieieﬁt so
that he was willing to make the statement.

i Ford: ‘ade is?

At The Pistrict Attorney.-

Tord: Carr is the Attorney General.

Foggs: Right, of Texas.

Pzwkin: I brought that to the attention of the Chief JusLlce immediately,
and he said that I should txy to get in toych with Carr and ask him to bring-
" Wada uvp here, and he would be willing to meet with him any time . today orx .

toright to find out uhat was the basis of thlS story I tried to get Carx
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- him that the FBIL never keeps auy records of names.

' .
{ )

Cqund e was cut canpaipning In Texuriana and so fcvth, and fo it rook us quite

R

a while to get back to hiw and talk to him, I just got throngh talking to
/

him and he .told me the source of the information wes a member of the press

who had claimed he knew of such an agency, that he was an undercover agent,
but hé‘now is coming with the information as to his particular number gnd
the amount he was getting andvthe.detail as to the time when the paymenté
started. Wade said he as well as him did not know the-name of'fhe informant
but he_coﬁld guess who it was, that it was given to his assistant,_énd he Qas
sure that he knew,‘and he said he was trying to check it out.tdiget-more 

definite inﬁprmation. Carr said that he could brlno Wade 1n some tlme the

first of the week, but in light of the fact that 1t was this man of the press ,

and that they did not thlnk it would be broken by the press 1mmedlate1y,,<

~although there had been all kinds of storlgs down there but Carrx sald there

were some 25 to 40 different stories about this being the case admonishing the

pless themselves, but this was the first time that he got sovathlng deflnlte-

.as to how they were handllng it or how it could be handled by hlmself But

‘I was concerned of an undercover agent.  He thought that the press would not .

bring the story without some further proof, and they are workiﬁg on that now,.
he said. So he thdught that if he brought Wade back on Mo#day or Tuesday,
that ﬁhat would‘still take care of any major problem. When he first told_ué,
he said the press had it and he was fearful because he hadn't eve; gotten

this from Wade. He got it from another man that the press would bring it

'bgfore we could know about it and the Commission would be asked all kindsl

~of questions without having information about it. Now he said Wade told

-

M. Boggs: Wade is the District Attorney for Dallas Cpuntyf

Rawkin: a That is right.




‘-“flé{l.AiQ I was talklng with Carr.

(: And the other man, Carr, is the Attorney Genr‘%i?

A: That 1s vight. . !
/ Q: And the other people who have knovledge of this story?

A: He indicated that the pfess downf;hefe had knowledge of this story,
znd t%ht the information caee froA somelinfqrment who was a press repre-—

sentative, and he, that is, Wade,‘coul& guess who it was but his assistant’

knew and he never asked him. They'were trying to get more explicit information.

A: - Lee, would you tell them?.
Mx. Dulles: Who were you talking with when_yeu got this information,

Wade hlmself?

i\

"Beggs: There is a denial of thlS in one of these FBI records, as you
Know. |
Az Yes;
Coopef: .In this file we had yesterdey, one of the 1awyers'for this
fellow who.claims to represent —_ | |
.f'ﬁogge: Thornhlll I thlnk°
’:Cooper: Oswald or one of them, RLby, told about this, do you recall it,
he said it was being rumored around.
Bawkin: Yes, it was being rumored that he was an undercover egent. Now

it is something that would be.very difficult to prove out. There are events

in connection with this that are curious, in that they might make it possible

to check some of it out in time. I assume that the FBI records would never

,show it, and if it is true, and of course we don't know, but we thought

you should have the -information. .

»_") B

"’?: A: Lee, would you tell the gentlemen the c1rcumstances under which

o thls story was told?

AAi Yes, Vhen it was first brought "to my attention this mornlng —_—

LA
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Boges: That is after the Ruby episode oé yestefday?

A: That is right.

Q:/KYes.

A: And Mx. Carr said that they had used this saylng before the Court
that they thought they knew why the FBI was so willing to glve some of
these records to the Defense Counsel, and they were ‘ ing to, the
Defense Counsel belng able to get the records and asklng.ehe Court to'

rule that they couldn't get them.

Lo
.

.Q:_ That is, the District Attorﬁey was?

B

A: That,islfight, and he said'a‘number éf Fﬂeee ;ecords were fgrnished

by the Texas‘euthorities, and that they should not be given up ﬁo %He Defense
Counsel, and that the reason he thought that they were so eager to help Ruby
was because they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undefcover agent and
had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundredba month
and so forth, and that was the way it was explained §§ his juspification to the
Court as a-ﬁesie for determining the records and that that wes tﬁe.expuse the
¥BI, the reason the FBI had for being so eager to give the records up. That

is the way it was developed. Now Mr. Jzworski, who is associated with the

Attorney General working on this matter was reported to you before, and

» story, I don't talk to Story about it but I did talk to Jaworski

~ 2nd he said he dida't think Wade would say anything like this unless he had

sorme substential information back of it, and thought he could prove it, because

he theught it would ruin many in politics, in Texas, to be‘making'such a

claim, and then have it shown that there was nothing Eoﬂié.fff;-_', SO
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Fosgs: Lo doubt about it, i :qbld ruin swny.
A: fad Jaworski is an able lawyer, mature and very ccwictent. We have
cowplete confidence,inlﬁim as a person. Now that is the evaluation of the
' ' X / . i
situation. [ -
Ford: Hd hasn't made any investigations himself?
A: Yo, he.ha§ not. -’
Ford: Was ﬁade or anyone connected with Wade?
A: No. | |
Dulles:' Talklng about St01y, Just a few minutes ago Just telling him I_
wasn't golng to be down 1n Texas, I had told hlm I was 301ng to be down at -
 the time, he dldn t 1nd1cate that he had anythlng szany.importance pn his
.mind. bhybe ﬁé won t'offer'ic to him‘obviousiy. ) ;  ?Jff~'f¥} : A-; -
Rawkin: I dén't(ﬁno& éhat.it'was even brought to his Qttention.
Dulles: I don't believe it was,‘now. 0f course, he is not in the hlerarcﬁy.
A: VWell, I thlnk they were plannlng on telling the Attorney General and
Jaworskl.
Ford: How long ago Jid they get a feeling that there was some Substance.to
‘the rumofs that apparently had been -— I just assumed, ana I didn't'psk.tbem
that, that Carr called me and secemed to be in a matter of great urgenéy.at 11:10
this morning,'and that heAwas fearful that they would Bring in‘the papers
before we would even get to know about it,band tﬁatlis the way he was talking
and acting about'it.‘ |
| Cooper: He felt there was ..; He didn't know the name of the informant?
A: _ﬂo, he did noﬁ.
,;;':ii”, Q: Vhat then woﬁld.lead him io'think it had substance?

; A: Vell, he said that the reason he thought it might have substance was

because Wade had heard these rumors constantly, and hls assistant had votten

MORE
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. . this i-{ormation from the inlorzant as to a definite bade nusber, and the

awount &ad the date.

Cocper: liow would you te%n this kind of thing? ’ ._7
‘ , . , ' /
j!} . A. It is going to be very difficult for us to be able to establiéh the
fact in it. I 2m confident that the FBI would never admit 1t, Jnd I presume“~""”
]
{

[
i

their records will never show it, or if their records do show anyth)_ng,~ I

~ assigned to a dozen dlfferent people accordlng to how they wvanted to de;crlbe"

them. So that it seemed to me 1f it truly happened he d1d use postal boxes

~ e

\ ‘ would think their records would show some kind of a number that could he

practically every place that he went, and Lhat would be an ideal way to get

. money to anyone that you wanted as’ “an undercover agent, or anybody else that’f_:l

-"_ HE IS

by . ¢ - -~

you wanted to do bu31ness that way w1th w1thout hav1ng any partlcular trans- '
action. - Al
\ Ford: There might.be people who would see what was going on with that

i partlcular box, because the postal authorities do watch, they have means of

i : - watching in many places that no one could see. They can watch the clerks as }

to what they are doing in these boxes, and they can watch the ind1v1duals that

P ' are going ian and out. They do that only vhen they have an occaolon‘to be

suspicious, but they might, in watching forx somebody particularly, they

LR night also see other things that they just have to note. That is a p0351bility.é

i

: o '
! Dulles: What was the ostensible mission? I mean when they hire somebody

C o A they hire somebody for a purpose. It,ie either. . . Was it to penetrate the
Fair'Play_for Cuba Committee? .That‘is,the only thing I can think.of where

}they might have useé this man. It would be quite orolnary for me because
they are very careful about the agents they use.- You wouldn' t‘plck up a

Lo e fellow like this to do an agent'é.job. You have got-to watch out for your -
i . ‘ . . L . .
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agents. You liave really got to knov. Sumotimns you make & Critnie.
!

Ford: He was playing ball, writing letters to both thue clcments of
" the Comnunist parties. I mean he was playing ball with the Trotskyites

S and w1th the others. This was a strange circumstance to me.

Dulles: But the FBL get people rloht 1n31de you know. They don't 'need -
~a person like this on the outside. The only place where he did any at all

r”‘was w1th the Fair. Play for Cuba Committee.

Boggs._ Of course it is conceivable that he may have been brought back

.

gv‘ 1-f“- from Russia you know.

A:f If‘he was in the employ from 1962 September 1962, up to the tlme ;, _;_,

of.the asse51nat10n, it had to start over in Ru551a, dldn t 1t because
didn't he get back in February? When d1d he get back here from Ru351a?
Q?I 4 A: I think it was February; February of this year. a - y
Q: Of '62. Was it of '62?
2-' '; S A: Oh yes, that isAright, it was '62.
Dulles: They have no facllltles, they haven't any people in Russia.
‘They may have qome people in Ru351a but they haven't any orgenlzatlons of
itheir own in Russia. ' ' B
A: Yes.

Dulles: They might have their agents there. They have some people,

sometimes American Communists who go to Russia under their guidance and

so forth and so on under their controls

Cooper: Of course there are rumors all around Dallas, of course the
.- FBIL is acquanited with rumors too.
. : SN o o ' L . K . -
R T S A: One of the strange things that happened, and it may have no bearlng

on this at all .is the fact that this man who is a defector, and who was

o under observatlon at least by tne FBI Lheyﬂsay they saw him frequently, could




s ;
' S e walk alovt the Imnigration Office in Mow Orleans one day and come out thb
- ) .. /

next day with a passport that Permitted him to go to Russia. From my obscr-

,‘ .
vations of the case that have cope to us, such passports ar# not passed out
. 0 »

with that ease. . _' e >

Dulles: Mr.,vI think you are wrong on that. -

o wR YL e e

A: i_could be.

Dulles: Because the passports are issued valld for anywhere except

: f" '-specified countrles. There is a stamp as I recall that says not good for
Communist China North Vietnam, and so forth.‘ For a long time they had on

the stamp not good for Hungary.. But any Amerlcan, practically any Amerlcan,

ot L 3 ..., - . -

L f_" ‘can get a p353port that is good for anywhere. An Amerlcan can. travel and

BRI

% Russia is one of the countries that you can now travel to.
. E]

| A: Well, maybe you can.

g - Dulles: You can get them quick.

A: T think our General Counsel and I both have some expelience in cases

- that have come before our Court which would 1nd1cate that that isn' t ‘exactly

\ . the fact

'nﬁiiés: I.thiﬁk"in thé State Department. . . . R

A: They haoe great difficulty, some of them, in getting a pass?ort to
go to Russia. | ‘

Boggs: Pértlcularly for someone oho has any Communlst < e e

A: Oh, yes.

Dulles: Is there any evidence the State Department has ‘that record in
the files? I don't think that record has ever turned up.
Cooper: They admitted there wasn't any.

A: What record, that he was a dgfector?

o o T Tt e - Lt .
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! Dulles: VYes, 1 don't think the Stuie Popaviment or in the Passport
Burexu, there was no record. It didn't get down to the Passport offices.
That is_on; of the things we'ought'to look into.
) . A: The State Department knew he was a dcfectof. fhey arfangéa for hom ~
to come back. | | |
Dulles: But it don't get o passport files or the fassbo#t récord;.

They are issuing hundreds and thousands of passports. They'hévé their,own‘f

particular system. e /
?,5. o A:'Yes." B - . . o L > !

. .. - . T e N . - . . . bl
< ..+ Dulles: They don't run around from time a man comes in,”

L

If{tbejiéén‘ff“fyf '
AL L : - T e T
find any clue, and they don't according or our record here they don't find ..

any warning clue in his file -~ they should have a warning clue in his file

but as I recall they don't.

ii o Cooper: That is what they admitted, that they had'not supplied ﬁhe_

warningf
N ) Dulles: And the Passport Office don't on its own ussually go around .
i - and inquire. They wait until it 1s assigned there. Then they follow it up.

Cooper: This may be off the point a bit, but as I re-read the report,

the chronology of the FBI checks on Oswald, they knew thét‘he ﬁad gone -to
Texas, They learned from.Mrs. Payne: they knew where ﬁrs..Oswalkiwas 1iying.
! \l"‘They talked with her. They knew where he was working.

" Boggs: Sure. That is all in the file.

- Cooper: I know.that. I say they knew where he was working:

Boggs: I am sure you went over that material that we received a few - ) .

i ;ifidays ago.. You will find the report from the FBI dated béck_iast éuﬁ@ef,:i.N
.~ ‘znd months. before that and then months after that, §hy soﬁe agént w6Uld:“ﬁ ;

EREET TR
.

o

! ’ : [ SR . B
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-make a report onm it. =iy
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TR B Coopcr:  Surc. ,
A. I think it was in October,

! S " Rawkin: They had a report on many,, they had an agent go and see hin
Ty /
. when he was in prison. . = [+ . ’

’Boggs: In New OrlLané?

A: In New Orleans.

Q: Right.

A. And he lied to them befo:e the police; He said his wife was a Texas

girl, and he marrled her in Texas, and a whole strlng of. stuff and in Dallas

they had a report prior to that that was deflnltely contrary to 1t.

:.s‘-'

Boggs. The fellow Butler, who works for the proflt organlzatlons that s

v ———y =N
.

L ‘Dr. Oynard heads to dlssemlnate and tie Communist propacanda to Latln Amer—

"ica, is the one who confronted him on the streets in New Orleans. I know

Butler. He is a very flne young man. It was. . . . Butler says that this was

the first time that they establlshed that he had been 1n Russia and that he

1
i
1
)
i
!
¥
i
¥

files, that film, that tape that was made and borrowed in New Orleans?

o . A. Yes.. . ,
Boggs: 0Of course on that.tape -1 1istened to that tape =T he gives

the normal Communist line, reaction to everything. \

‘A:‘Thatbis right.'

" Q: The same old stereotyped answex?

A: Yes.

Cooper: low do you propose to meet this situation?

Boggs: This is a serious thing.

" MORE
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.. had defected at one time and.then returned. You have ‘that undoubtedly in your



.~ case, aud I suppose you

- do that.

A: I thoughi first you should know zbout it. Secondly, thcre is this

factor consideration, that is somewhat an issue in this

/ . ) SN
That is that the FBI is

too that a

are all aware of it. very

explicit that Oswald is the assassin or was the assassin, and they are v%ry' '

explicit that.there waé noicon§piracy, and they are also saylvg in the sa<§;zj2:;j
place that they are continuiﬁg their investigation. ,Now in ny experience of
glmost nine years, in the first place it ‘is hard to get them to say when yod
think you have got aAcase tight enough to convictAshmébody,'that that is the H§;
person that committéd the crime.- In my experlence w1th the FBI they don t

They claim that they don t eveluate, and 1t is unlform :

prlor experience that they don t do that. Secondly, they have.not Tun butf;

.

all kinds of leads in Hexico or in Russia and éé forth which they could

probably -~ 1t is not our business, it 1s the very --

Dulles: VWhat is that? S

A: They haven't run out all the leads on the information : ,
and they could probably say -- that isn't our business.
Q: Yes.

A: But they are concluding that there can't be a conspiracy without

those being run out. How that is not v from my experience with

the FBI.
Q: It is not. You are quite right. I héve seen a great many reports.,
A: VWhy are they so eager to make both bf those conclusions, both in
the original report and their experimentai report; vhich is such a departure.
Now that is just circumstantial evidence, and it don't prove anything zbout.’
this, but it raises questions,

We have ‘to txy to flnd out what they have

say that vould give any support to the story, and report it to ‘you.

T
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ford: ;Who xﬂild know if aaybody would ia the Duzenu Fave such an,’
arrnn"e_entY '%
i - '

A: 1 thinf ?ﬂgt there are several. Probably Mr. Belmont would know
every ﬁrdercover agent, .

Q: Belmont?

A: Yes.

Q: -An informer elso would you say?

A: .Yes, I'wehld think so. He is the_épecial security, of the division.W‘

Dulles" YeS, I know. ' B E _ ' ;’..-._ 3 N

A: And he is an able man. But when the Chief Justlce and I were Just

-brlefly reflecting on this we sa1d if that was true and it ever came out and

could be establlshed then you would have people think that thereiwas a
conspiracy to accomplish this assassination that nothing the Commission
did or anybody could dissipate.

Boggs: You are so right.

Dqllesﬁ 'Oh, terrible.

Boggs: Its implications of this are fantastic, don't you think so}

"A: Terrific.

Favkin: To have anybody admit to it, even if it was the fact, I am
sure that there wouldn't at this point be anything to prove it.

Dulles: Lee, if this were true, yhy would it be particularly in theit
interest -~ I could see it would be in their interest to get rid of this
ran but why would it be in their interest to say he is cleerly the only
guilty one? T mean I:dqn't see that argument that you raise particularly -
shows an interest._ . . )

Poggs: fi can immediately —;

A: ’They'wouid like to have us fold up and quit. ‘ T e

EEen . HORE
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/ Duzus: lhii; closes the case, you see. Den't you scel? !
1 N 8 Do
;i bulles: Ypg, I sce that. | / _
a1 /
% I Rawicin: " Théy found the man. There is nothing nicxre to do. THe t
E: ‘ curission suppfrts their conclusions, and we can go cn'dome and that is |
ks . . R g
I o 4 g
] the end of itk :
g g - . - y
'S s ' Dulles: Bytifthat puts the men right on thenm. If he was not the killer o
SN il ‘
G and they cmpldyg¢d him, they are already it, you see. So your argument is
R . o
g | . correct if thﬁy%ze sure that this is g01ng to close the case, but AL 1t 1"‘ ‘s
S ; d01 t clooe t}egcase, they are worse off than ever by d01ng thls. ﬁ‘fxiiu S
C

! .  Boggs: Yds;

I would thlnk so.~~And of course, we are all even galnlng

?

t I
in the realm qigspeculatlon. I don't even 11ke to see this beln" tnken down.

Dulles: Y¥db. I think this cord ought to be destroyed. Do you thlnk

v aime -
PR

we need a recbé% of this.

s At e s oy

b z‘
A: I don'§ it f%gve rccords of meetlngs and

£ : id (84 1
i ! i
so we called {he reporter in the formal way. If you think what we have . .

% except that we id we\ﬁ

said here shola

73

1 not be upon the 1 ?%&d;ﬁﬁﬁﬂaaﬁ'have it done that way. Of

ALY i . ) ;

. . LR ST Lw ) b

courcse it migh#. . . . - e -4 Y . §
htan Y X3 S ) ,::‘,:‘ .

\
R
3
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Dulles:

only copies

hope so too.
also give them to you Commissoners. Now 1f you ‘don't want

the only ones who get them but Sides himself: off the record
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