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Dear Jim, | 4/19/ T4

The mail has Just ~ome, two students are due here asoon, so0 inatead of going over the
DEFENDANT!S MEMORANDUM PURSUANT TO ORDER OF TH: COURT with care at this moment, the fow
impressions for which I have time fyoma lmety ekimming 4o sse if you had included all the
attachments.

First, vour mailing did not get out night b-fore last, thus the delsy. The postrark
is of t e 18th,

It is quite helpful of the other aide 4o attach the ¥arren-Boutin letter of 12/21/83
saying that the Comudssion had ggreea to "soliclt" the servicees of Renkin “at a meeting
of the Counimsion on Densmbar 6, 1963." I suspest that we also attach it as aonfirmation
of what I maid, that the Commimsion, when it ected as a VYommiseion, 4id so throuzh its
executive megsions. And when Warren soted for it, he informed it, often through the
executive seasions,

This also confirms that the withhelding wf that transcript wms uot for any national
security reeson but, properly, beasuse it dealt with nereconrel matters. Or, tocaz
this one step further, the only remaining auestionds with the withh 1d pages of ﬂw i2/ 5
sesalon, nlec deserives mg (b)(h), nothing was classified hefore Rankin started 4%, or
before Ward & Paul started using stamps, which was only aftor Rankin was runsing the Comm
migsion, Separately this is ouite interesting.

(If you knew how hs manipulated the old biddies on Euby you'd understand the hint boters)

This attachmant alaen telle us that the file %o renesek ie the PCB one. IF vou get
around to doing it, I sugreat _ou mske a list of all thet ig in it because it seems not
unlikely that they will cle nse it wadwww i€ they haven't alresdy unles: vou are frot.

¥ard & Paul 1/?/64, last graf, which refers to TUP BEURFR and SECRET classificatdon
only: it is their offer, not in responme %o anv demand attributed 4o Henkin, #11 Honldn
asked was "for a statement of the prices for work performed.”

The begirnin: of this graf eliminates sny reasonnble doubt that Ward was not rosponding
to the details Rankin laid out becsuse it does begin contrary to the inevitable pleaus,

"It is contemplated that the reporting services will be performed in Weshington, DeCee..?

This not only does not say that with or without preper sut. orization Ran};.in told thom
to claasify, aside fron the foregoing is aleo ssys the oproside, "It 45 gontempicted...
The work will be given Top Seoret or Secret classifiecation..." not class;ificaﬁozm and
not ",,.and Scoret,.."

They are rually grabbing and risicing on this one! That this is Ward'h propossl
becomes olearer when he offews togive them the stuff to get rid of:If desired,notes,
waste paper and other materials will be delivered to the Comdssion dailv...." It is if
Rankin wents it, not that he demanded it.

Page 2 weaims thie a little where he refers to the use of only persons with the
“neceasary clearance.” But he does not say oleared for Seeret and Top Sceret. So it is
no less fiar an infervence that is anything is to be classified, they will supily reporters
and support witn whatover alesrapce is required,

The pmnult grafs bears on my analysis., Ward is soing into things "to ls¥ »=,proper
groundwork..." not “4o confirm our underetanding of your specifieations.

Rankin's letter of the next day i the first indirect roferuice to classifying in
its approval of Ward's proppsal. It meles no reference to classification and if 4t is to
be talen the way the governuent now invwehds, means thut rogardless of law or regulation,
bothing, no matter now innoouous, iz over to be wnciassified and nothing will be claseifinad
lower than secret. Yhis would prove part of our argumunt if they fakes this 1ine, that
to them no law male sny difference, they wented seareey end law, hell or hish water and By
God! they are going to have it.

Beagt,



