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WASHINGTON M — The
Warren Cormission discussed
a report that les Harvey Os-
wald had worked as an FBI
undercover agent for more
than a year hefore the assas-
sipation of President John F.
Kennedy, according to 2
recently decla
sion transcript.

Members of the commis-
sion; including the late Chief
Justice Earl Warren and
then-Rep. Cerald R. Ford of
Michigan, €isc ssed the re-
port at 2 closed session on
Jan. 22, 1964

The trauscript remained
classified top secrct for 11
years until released to Hareld

. Weisberg, an author who had

filed sujt under the Freedon
of Informaton Act. Weisberg
has written numerous bhooks
and articles criticizing the
Warren Commission  in-
vestigation and its conclusion
that - Oswaid, acting alone,
shot and killed Kennedy in

" Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

A copy of the transcript
was -obiained by The Associ-
ated Press.

At the start of the meeting,
J. Lee Rankin, general coun-
sel of the commission, said he
bad been told by Waggoner
Carr, Texas attorney general,
that “the word had come o

. that Oswald was acting
as an FBl undercover agent
and that they had the infor-
mation of his badge which
was given &s nuraber 179, aud
that be was being paid U0 a
month from  September ol
1962 np tnvough the tirae of
the assassination.”

Rankin said he had tat 4
to Heury Wade, Dallas Dis-
trict attorney, who told him
the source of the report was
member of the press.

“There is a denial of this
in one of these FBI recerds,
as you know,” interjected the
late Rep. Male Doggs, D-la.,
another coinmission mewmber.

“]t is something that would
_be very difficult te prove
out,’’ answered Rankin.
“There was ecvents in cult
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nections with ihis thay are
curious. in that they might
meke it possitie 10 check
copte of it out it fime. [ as-
cume that the FRI records
would never show it, and if it
is true, and cof vourse, we
don’t know. Bol wae thuught
you should have the: informa-
tion.”

Later, - Rankin commented
that he and Warien had dis-
cussed the repart and “we
said if that was irue and it
ever came oul aud could be
established, then you would

-

have people think that there
was a conspiracy to accom-
plish this aseassination, that
nothing the commission did or
anybody could dissipate.”

dyou arc so right,” said
Boggs.

«QOh, terrible,” said the late
Allen Dulles, former director
of the Central Intelligence
Agency and a member of the
Warren Commission.

«pe implications of thise
are fantastic, don’t you think
s0?" asked Boges.

“errific,”” commented an

unidentified participant.

Dulles questioned why the
FBI would hire Oswaid as an
undercover agent.

“\What was the ostensible
mission?” asked Dulles. *“I
mean, when they hire some-
one they hire somebody for a
purpose . . . Was it to pene-
trate the Fair Play for Cuba
Commitiee? That is the only
thing I can think of where
they might have used this
man . . . You wouldn’t pick
up a fellow like this to do an
agent’s job.

eport of Oswald as agent

“He (Oswald) was playing
ball. writing letters to both
the clements of the Commu-
nist parties,” said Ford. “1
mean, he was playing ball
with the Trotskyites and with
the others. This was a
strange circumstance t¢ me.”

“But the FBl get people
right inside, you know,” com-
mented the former CIA head.
“They don't need a person
like this on the outside. The
only place where he did any-
thing at all was with the Fauir
Play toy Cuba Committee.”




