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W
as O

sw
ald an F

B
I agent? 

W
arren panel study is disclosed 

W
A

S
H

IN
4t014 	

T
 h

 e W
arren

 
C

om
m

ission
 d

iscu
ssed

 a rep
ort th

at L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald

...h
a&

 w
ork

ed
 as an

 
FB

I 
undercover agent- for m

ore than a year be-
fore the assassinations of P

resident John F
. 

K
en

n
ed

y, `,accord
in

g to a recen
tly d

eclas-
, 

sified 'com
tnission transcript. 

M
em

bers of. ,the'V
O

rrim
i,ssion included 

th
e late C

h
ief Ju

stice E
arl 'W

arren
 an

d
 

P
resid

en
t F

o
rd

, th
en

 a
 rep

resen
ta

tiv
e 

from
 M

ichigan. T
hey discussed the report 

at a 'closed session on Jan. 22, 1964. 

T
he transcript rem

ained classified top 
secret for 11 years u

n
til released

 to H
ar-

old W
eisbe:rg, an author w

ho had filed suit 
u

n
d

er th
e F

reed
om

 of In
form

aton
 A

ct. 
W

eisb
erg h

as w
ritten

 m
an

y b
ook

s an
d

 
articles criticizing the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

in
vestigaton

 an
d

 its con
clu

sion
 th

at O
s-

w
ald, acting alone, shot and killed K

enrie ,  
dy in D

allas, T
ex., on N

ov. 22, 1963. 

A
t th

e sta
rt o

f th
e m

eetin
g
, J

. L
ee 

R
an

k
in

, gen
eral cou

n
sel of th

e com
m

is-
sion

, said
 h

e h
ad

 b
een

 told
 b

y W
aggon

er 
C

arr, T
exas attorn

ey gen
eral, th

at "
th

e 
w

ord
 h

ad
 com

e ou
t . . , th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as 
acting as an

 F
B

I u
n

d
ercover agen

t an
d

 
that they had the inform

ation of his badge 
w

h
ich

 w
as given

 as n
u

m
b

er 179, and that 
he W

as being paid $200 a m
onth from

 Sep-
tem

b
er of 1962 u

p
 th

rou
gh

 th
e tim

e of th
e 

assassination." 

R
an

k
in

 said
 h

e h
ad

 talk
ed

 to H
en

ry 
W

ad
e, D

allas-  d
istrict attorn

ey, w
h

o told
 

h
im

 th
e sou

rce of th
e rep

ort w
as a m

em
-

ber of the press. 

"
T

h
ere is a

 d
en

ia
l o

f th
is in

 o
n

e o
f 

th
ese F

B
I record

s, as you
 k

n
ow

,"
 in

ter-
jected

 th
e late R

ep
. D

ale B
oggs; D

-L
a., a 

com
m

ission m
em

ber. 

"
It is som

eth
in

g th
at w

ou
ld

 b
e very 

C
on

tin
u

a on
 P

age 17 

A
ssociated Press 

L
ee H

a
rv

ey
 O

sw
a

ld
 , 



how
 the F

B
I probably w

anted the probe 
handled. 

O
ne unidentified speaker said, "T

hey 
(the F

B
I) w

ould like to have us fold up 
and quit." 

"T
hey found the m

an," said R
ankin. 

"T
here is nothing m

ore to do. T
he corn- 
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E SU
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D

A
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IN
 D

EA
LER
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A

Y 18, 1975 

p
a
n

el stu
d

y
 

m
ission supports their conclusions and w

e 
can go on hom

e and that is the end of it." 
D

ulles agreed that the FB
I w

as trying 
to capture credit for 'having solved the 
case, then w

ith the discussion about to end 
he said, "I think this record ought to be 
destroyed. D

o you think w
e need a record 

of this? 

S
E

C
TioN

 O
N

E
-- 

d
isclo

sed
 

A
n unidentified speaker replied, "I 

don't. E
xcept that w

e said w
e w

ould have 
records of m

eetings and so w
e called the 

reporter in the form
al w

ay." 
" I w

ouldtkeope that none of these 
re

c
o
rd

s a
re

d
 to

 a
n
y
b
o
d
y
," a

d
d
e
d
 

B
oggs. 

O
sw

a
ld

 a
n

 F
 

I a
g
en

t?
 W

a
rren

 
P

rizatfirst P
age  

difficulC
U

Iptove oat," answ
ered R

ankin. 
"T

here W
ititeg-events in connections w

ith 
this that are curious, in that they m

ight 
m

ake it possible to check som
e of it out in 

tim
e. IteigftC

tliat'the F
B

I records w
ould 

n
ev

er slag
, x

. an
d
 if it is tru

e, an
d
 o

f 
course,:14774i't know

. B
ut w

e thought 
you $110400,0 the inform

ation." 
L

a 	
kip com

m
ented that he and 

W
arrezi'llict discussed , the report and "w

e 
said it tInitw

as -true and It ever cam
e out 

and could" be established, then you w
ould 

have peizi4e think that there w
as a con-

spiracy;tiz accom
plish this assassination, 

that nothing the com
m

ission did or any-
body could diSsipate." 

"Y
dtt are:so right," said.  B

oggs. 
"O

li;T
errib

le," said
 th

e late A
llen

 
D

ques, 117ei• director of t h e C
entral 

Intellijig 	
dy and a: m

em
ber of the 

W
arren 	

ziiion. 
"T

he im
plications of this are fantas-

tic, don't ^think so?" asked B
oggs. 

"T
diaT

ta: ceim
m

entect an unidentified 
particiriiintii4/4 

D
 	

Stlizned 1;vizSr the FB
I W

ould 
hire O

s 	
,as an undercover agent. 

0•4q.he ostensible m
ission?" 

m
ean, w

hen they hire 
so

m
eo

n
eire so

m
eb

o
d
y
 fo

r a p
u
rp

o
se 

• W
arlt"to penetrate the F

air P
lay for 

C
uba C

onim
ittee? T

hat is the only thing I 
can thi 	

e, they _M
ight have used 

this in 	
Y

ou w
ouldn't pick up a fel- 

low
 lik 	

do an agent's job." 
"H

‘A
lgivnid) w

as T
laying ball, w

rit. 
ing 'let 	

O
nth the eleM

ents :of the 
C

o
m

m
u
m

 arties," said
 F

o
rd

. "I m
ean

, 
h
e
 w

a
sg

 b
a
ll w

ith
 th

e
 T

ro
tsk

 ite
s 

and w
ith the„others. T

his w
as a strange 

eircum
stanC

ieto m
e." 

• 
"B

ut the F
B

I get people right inside, 
y o u know

," D
ulles com

m
ented. "T

hey 
don't need a person like this on the out-
side. T

he only place w
here he did any-

thing at all w
as w

ith the F
air P

lay for 
C

uba C
om

m
ittee." 

A
n unidentified speaker brought up 

the tension betw
een the com

m
ission and 

the F
B

I and particularly its director, the 
late J. E

dgar H
oover. 

"T
hat is som

ew
hat an issue in this 

case, and I suppose you are all aw
are of 

it," said the speaker. 
W

eisberg said that, in this transcript, 
R

ankin is som
etim

es identified by nam
e 

w
hen he speaks and som

etim
es not. W

ar-
ren never is, he said. H

e speculated that 
the speaker in this case w

as the chief jus-
tice. "T

hat is that the F
B

I is very explicit 
that O

sw
ald is the assassin or w

as the 
assassin, and they are very explicit that 
there w

as no conspiracy, and they are 
also saying in the sam

e place that they 
are continuing their investigation," the 
speaker said. 

"N
ow

 in m
y experience of alm

ost nine 
years," he continued, "it is hard to get 
them

 to say, w
hen you think you have got 

a case tight enough to convict som
ebody, 

that that is the person that com
m

itted the 
grim

e. In m
y experience w

ith the F
B

I 
they don't do that . . . W

hy are they so 
eager to snake -both of those conclusions, 
both in the original report and in their ex-
perim

ental report, w
hich is such a depar-

tu
re? N

o
w

, th
at is ju

st circu
m

stan
tial 

evidence and it doesn't prove anything 
about this, but it raises questions." 

tA
 m

om
ent later, com

m
ission m

em
-

bers discussed their fear that the F
B

I w
as 

try
in

g
 to

 m
an

eu
v
er th

em
 sim

p
ly

 in
to

 
endorsing the F

B
I probe and described 

"Iv  
D

ulles 


