Dear lMike,

Until I received your 7/26 I had a mild curiosity about why you intfiated and
persisted in this correspondence. There seemed to be no real point, except for your
effort to make your unreal theorizing appear to be real, to make untruth appear to be
truth and fact out of fabricated fictions.

7 You theoreticians are allke in being over your depthas, not recognizing this or
the great harm you have doneoz are driven to porsi:’t.i.n-—h—-your assorted disinforme-
tions,/enlarge upon what you persist in diutorting and)¥hat is not enough to make you
lock good to yourulvea% hide your immaturity and incompetence from yourselves,
you make up what you want to be, convince yourselves of it and in doing this justify
yourselves and your wild notiong we In the course of all of tl'z; 't sare a bit
‘apout the a.dditia%m you do or how vicious you became. N

More gently thah you deserve I tried to cautlon you gver your m to
a thin and sometimes invimible line you have already’ mas’%i/th Braden, who has you
where you really belong, in court over libel.’ You mccomplished that by unquestioming
qu:;tation of a book that to one who knows nothing about the subject matter but has
some slight knowledge of the realities of life should have been easily recisnin‘b‘lc

,aa at best dubdous, .

‘You ignore this and persiasand thinly disguised an questiona become at once
defamgtory and menacing,' I did not reach my yeary,live the life I've led and donw mimk
what 1 have done and continue to do to be intimidated or frightened by a glpf-important
nincg;t‘wop who is tle wallcing and loud—talldng embodi\_émant of the countryman's phrase
"ool%égo—educatadl ignoramus," .

It is clear that you are trying to balb me into smmewthat you can imagine means
other than it does and again tellj others that it means other than it does. The obvious
course is to ignore the bait and swim away. But before I do I want you to k:nci a few
things and strongly encourage that youy resisty your compulaion and not twist anything
to conform to your ceazy ‘pracunoﬁtd.onn and irrational fabricationss' .

in some way .
I have not "been retained by Marcello to work/on his behalfl , vis a vis the Kennedy



case,." I have never seen or spoken to or been spoken to by Marcello or wa'.aa.rmn and no
such proposal was made by anyone or by any indifection,’

Howover, if I werc to make an ethical or moral evaluation of such an offer it would
compare not unfavorably with your association whth and work on a disinformational House
commnittee which began with untenable pmoonqgﬁtim and never departed from them until
a single last-minute kickback left it no real alternative with regard to it. I think it
ie impossible for any private person, regardless of his reputation, to do as much harm
to the country as an irresponsible, dishohest official body and when this relates to
what I regard as the most subversive of crimes in a country like ours I think that any
such association, even one less t ookding up wild atﬁieu and pretand:l.ng—_ﬁ—thnt

alleged evidence makes them real, even less thanffabricating what leads away from the
.realities of such a crime and suc.:h an "investigation," becomes its own subversions
This 18 not to say that I have not rendered such services to others where you may
not approve. I have been a (court arranged) consultant to the Department of Justice,
as JI have been to elements of the media, here and abroad, including regarding books
Durding one of my exposures of the gross dishonesties of your committee George
Wr once exclaimed, "Why, you are defending the FHIL" Against some of the committee's
n@t abuses of the nation's trust I am willing to lay myself open to tlmt charge agﬂ.'_n,
m.qﬁ Fo a number of others. You are undoubtedly incapeble of understanding that the ‘defe.nsa
of téﬂ.l‘tl\ requires the exposure of falsehood -~ including even yours.
L, FS— aupo pro@b:w incapable of understanding that while "defending" the FHI
I had ih in court in wor: cases than I can recall with certainty. Or that my best-paying
consultencies of the past (I have none current) resulted in less untruth reaching mass .
audiences in at least three different major forms.
You end your "small potatoes" just "know you (meaning I) will want to respond to
these allega‘bi@ and gee to itm you are not being used in a way you are un.l\tm of "
Tha only "allegatiomh of which i now come from you. I believe I have said more
than enough about them above - and I would caution you against any rcpetition of them :

or any other untruths abouj: mee
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& - ugly issues and sppearances."

e # ‘any association with wisdom, I remind you of Sentayana's, that he who refuses W leam

On page 3 you Bay thatI asked for certain information gonnecting mollo lnd

the 544 addma.wA'mora hénest representation is that I accepted

your offer of them. In bacldng out on your offer, beginning with a less than honest .
s alo
ni;!resentation of it, you refer me to Marcello and/or Wassermany\ representing hew little 0 L

you doubt what you have 80 thinly disguised es questionss : . i
. ; ";.,:::-7
This 1s baby stuff, hefitting your own self-portreit but not befitting wither man~ -

hood or confidence in the alleged evidence. If you dared subjeot it to oritical exami~ “

L T

Youddmlud.byanyingyuum“Bomtob-thnbomrofthohudmn'rum
nptnndyoumnot "thabouuorthabumu."!onmiumamm

:I.ntem!-t :Lunn.torr
Just before that, Ghildishly intending a threat while transparently pretending

otherwise, you say what you call "“these nllontl.mf inexorably raise some pretty:

4 ;.;,; While hints and reminders do little good with you, I suggest that you consider that
A% ip not only beauty that is in the eye of the beholder.
i Piplquqk in & man's shell, you have already entered on thin ground, While there is 1‘

\' uthina n.bout you or this or your other letters that leads me to believe yeu hlﬂ er want

. from the past la doomed tg relive it.




Michael Ewing
P.O. Box 218
St. Michaels, Maryland 21663

301-745-5229

July 26; 1979

Dear Harold:
Thank you for your most recent letter, which I received
today. As per normal, while I disagree with much of what you
| say, I enjoyed your stern incantations.

I'd. like to bring some information to your attention
regarding some alleged "activity" of yours that I was
recently informed of by two usually reliable sources.,
While both independently stated that the information was

., correct, I thought I'd write and ask you directly whether
the "information" is true, false, or somewhere in between.

Essentially, I've been told that New Orleans Mafia
leader Carlos Marcello has recently made representations
(through his Washington attorney &nd representative) to
ma jor media outlets that you have been voluntarily enlisted
to defend him against any charges that he was in any way
involved in having President Kennedy murdered.

According to this information, Marcello's D.C. attorney,
Jack Wasserman, has been informing reporters and editors that
"the most respected Warren Commission critic, Harold Weisberg,
has contacted us" to voice his firm belief in Marcello's
"innocence" and the "total lack" of any evidence or information
that would raise suspicion about his possible complicity.
Acecording to these reports, Wasserman has been "quoting"
excerpts from a communication you allegedly provided to him
on Carlos Marcello's behalf, and is representing you as "the
bedg L aubthority on Mr. Marcello®s total non-involvement." One
source stuted that it was his impression - based upon what
Wasserman has told editors - that you perhaps "had been retained”
by Marcello to work in some way on his behalf, vis a vis the
Kenndﬂy case.

In any event, I thought I would bring these allegations
to your immediate attention, in view of the potential signifi-
cance of ‘them. .

I hope they are not true and that you would not be used
- wittingly or unwittingly - for such purposes; particularly
in this instance.

You have stated that you were disturbed over the circu-
lation of information regarding your relative, Mafia associate
Willie Weisberg, and his avowed wish to formulate a Kennedy
ugpagaination. You wrote that you thought this Weisberg-Weisberg
"econnection," however distant, might be used by your would-be



detractors L draw "suspicions" about your objectivity or
comni ttment in considering potential Mafia complicity in
Pregidoent. Kennedy's murder. Need I comment that reports

or wllegubions of your purported assistance or aid on behalf
of Curlos Marcello and his attorney make suspicions about
the Willie Weisberg "connection" seem like rather small
potatoes.

T know you will want to respond to these allegations
and see to it that you are not being used in a way you are
unaware of, if that is the case. That Jack Wasserman has
appurantly been saying these things about you to the news
media is, I believe, true. The specifics - beyond what I've
recounted here - are not clear. I hope you can clear this up.

You might guess that my general opinion of Jack Wasserman
ig nol all Lhat dissimiliar to my opinion of his client or boss.
Investigntors have long reported that Wasserman enjoys something
beyond the Constitutionally prescribed lawyer/client relation-
ahip with Marcello, and there are reports that he is identified
by some law e¢nforcement bodies as a part of the actual Marcello
organization., 'I will keep my estimation of him private, and
would certainly note that he has never been convicted of a
gerious crime, as have other fellow Marcello attorneys (G, Wray
Gill, second degree murder or manslaughter*; Cecil Burglass,
tax fraud; David Levy, bribery**).

At the gsame time, I would also note that Finding 15 of
the Third Lnterim Report of the Kefauver Senate Committee (1951)
ig at least worth keeping in mind when one considers Wasserman's
legal work on behalf of Marcello and other reported clients such
as Willie Weisberg's superior, Angelo Bruno:

"15. A major question of legal ethics has arisen
in that there are a number of lawyers in different parts
of the country whose relations to organized criminal
groups and individual mobsters pass the line of reasonable
reprraentation. Such lawyers become true "mouthpieces"

% Clarification of the specific crime committed has °
provery difficult to reconstruct, as Gill was relatively young
at the time, and the official records of it were later mys-
teriously destroyed; reportedly by orders of the Marcello
organization.

## One of the first such convictions under the Omnibus
organized crime statutes; despite a colorful defense provided
by Levy's attorney, Jim Garrison,



For Lhe mob,  In individual cases, they have become
tnbegrn) parlts of Lhe eriminal conspiracy of their

gl iluntby, "

Lo any event, T look forward to hearing your side to
Lhuse gborica. 1 cerlainly know that erroneous allegations
tre oomore Lhon common occurrence in the Kennedy case.,

T your letler you requested that I provide you with
vierioud arens ol information or citations regurding the presence
ol Murcel 1o employees or "assocliates" at the 544 Camp Street
Mo taldrgg, o well as other information relating to David Ferrie's
repoebed aelivities there, and the possible Oswald connection
Lhrein, ’

Newd less Lo say, 1 you have in Pact been enlisted in
gome wiay on Marcello®s behalf, I certainly would not care to
redpond Lo your request for such public information, nor would
[othink ool Fubure contact iw appropriate; regurdless of your
Longbime slous as a respected Warren Commission critie,.

Likewiwe, ifF these allegations about you are essentially
pecurabe, 1 Lhink T would prefer nolt Lo forward copies of the
BCA reports Lo you; preferring to let Wasserman and his
elient wbsorb Lhe cost of furnishing you such material, if
Lhey or you degire.

Iy event, as you cun see, these allegations inexorably
rilag some pre bbby ugly issues and appearances. [ look forward
Lo hearing your response, and hope you know how muech I would
shure your copLtempt for Marcello and his representatives if
Lhey have conved this information to circulate about you
erroneously. OF Lthat much, al least, they are entirely
capable.

Sarry Lo be the bearer of bad news,

Best wighes,
Wb sy
// (e

Mike Ewing
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