A PRIMER OF
ASSASSINATION
THEORIES

The whole specirum of doubt, from

the Warren commissioners to Ousman Bs

HOW IT HAPPENED

1. SINGLE-BULLET THEORY
Proponents: A 4-3 majority of the War-
ren Commission (see chart, page 208).
And most Commission lawyers, nota-
bly Arden Specter, who developed the
theory in March, 1964, and Norman
Redlich, who advocated it as the oaly
aliermative 10 2 Iwo-ussassin theory.
Thesis: The first bullet wounded both
Kennedy and Connally, A second bul-
let hit Kennedy in the head and killed
him. Another bullet missed the car en-
tirely and was never found.

Sellieg Point: This is the only theory

the December 13 F.B.L Summary Re-
port was published in Jrguesi—that the
“so-called F.B.1. Summary Report™
{which the Commission considered of

P ") was.

and discarded” during the inquiry. Red-
lich further said “the Commission
study used the actual (November 26)
reports of the F.B.L investigative
agents, not just the sommary,” (How-
over, the actual report, just recently
foond in the National Archives, cor-
roborates the Summary Report.)

2. Time magazine proposes thal the
FRIL wm wrong on all
reports and has long snce publicly
dmitted thess errors, (However, the

that explains the ination in terms
of & single assassin. Why? Because filma
of the assassination show that u maxi-
mum of only 1.1 seconds could have
clapaed between the carliest point st
which Kennedy was first hil and the
[atest point 8l which Connally was first
hit. Since the bolt of the murder rifle
cannotl be operated in Jess than 23
sccondz, it could noy possibly have
been fired twice during the time in
which both men were hil. Either both
men were hit by the same bullet or
there were two nssassins.

This precise bullet path is essential 1o the
Commiszion’s theory that fhe first bullet wemt
theoigh Wensiedy and them hil Commally [Ez-
hibil 385). Any slight difference wuald ruls
this out and therelry suggest 2 second s1sassin,
Drawback No. i The single-bullet the-
ory is tenable if and only if the three
F.B.L reports (Navember 26, Decem-
ber 9 and January 13) are ¢ letely

F.BL told The Washington Post that
its Summary Repornt was accuraie ax
of when it was prepared. implying the
doctors later may have changed their
opinion. The F.B.L declined comment
10 The New York Times in June, 1966,
on the question of whether or not its
reports were ermoneous. Even 1o Com-
mission charipion Fletcher Knebel, the
F.BL would only admit that it was
possible that their initial reports did
not reflect a subsequent decision by the
doctars, )

3. The Commission’s Poxi-Report, re-
poried by Fletcher Knebel, holds that
the day after the autopsy, on receiving
further information about the throat
wound from the Dallas doctors, the
autopsy doctors reached the conclusion
that the bullet exited from Kennedy's
throat, Aside from the fact that this
theory contradicts the version of the
autopsy given in The Warren Report.
it still leaves unresolved the problem
of the bullel wound “below the
shoulder” (reporied by the F.BL),
that later apparently moved up 10 the
back of the neck.

Druwhack No. 2: Photographs of the
President's shirt and jacket support the
F.B.L report that the first bullet struck
Kennedy below the shoulder. If the
bullet fired from above did enter be-
low the shoulder it is highly unlikely
that it exited through the throat
Retorts: . The Creeping Shirt. Nov-
man Redlich has suggested (after the
F.B.L ph hs were published in

" 0 2
Exhibits 59 and 60 indicats thal the builet
entered lower than tha Commisaion said it had,

far that his shoulder was higher than
his throat. But the films of the assas-
sination show that Kennedy was sitting
erect, and his back brace, according lo
the Report “tanded 1o make him =it
up straight,”

hia right but could not see the Presi-
dent. He then began 10 turn to his left,

wrong on their statements of the me-
topsy. Why? Because ihese three re-
ports all state the first bullet did not
po compicicly through Kennedy and
therefore it could not have pone on 1o
hit Connally, who was sented in front
of Kennedy.

Retorts: /. The Incompetent FBU.
J. Lee Rankin, st the time the Commis-
sion's general counsel, and Norman
Rediich, his deputy, have said—after

Inquest) that the President's shirt some-
how rose up a few inches so that the
bullet hole in the shirt coincided with
a hole in the rear of the neck. Experi-
mentation indicates, however, that
raising the shirt over the collar line
entsils doubling it up, which would
produce two boles in the back of the
shirt

2. Newsweek magnzine suggests that
Kennedy may have beea bent over so

Connally’s testimony (and his wife's)
by declaring that in view of the circum-
stances he could hardly ba expecied to
recall clearly what happened.

2. F.B.l. THEORY
Propoments: The F.RI.

‘Thesiss |, The first buller hit Kennedy
below the shoulder and penetrated
“only » distance of a finger length."
This bullet was “expelled” onto the

President’s strefcher when the Dallas
doctors applied external heart massage.
2. The second bullet struck Conmally,
3. The third bullet entered Kennedy's
head und fragmentized. (The impact of
the shot sent a tiny fragment of bone
throogh Kennedy's throal, causing a
small throat wound) All shots came
from the Book Depository.
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sence of metallic traces on the holes in
the front of the shirt,

Drawback Ne. 1; The F.BIL Theory,
by positing that Kennedy and Connally
were hit by separate bullets, leads to &
two-assassin theory. As one Commis-
sion lawyer bluntly put it: "To say that
they were hit by scparate bullets s
synonymous with saying that there
were two assassins.”
Drawback Ne. 2: The Fourth Bullet.
Late in the investigation, it was dis-
covered that & bystander, James Tague,
had been wounded by one of the shots.
The F.B.L Theory holds that all three
shots hit inside the President’s car. Yel
it was unlikely that Tague was wound-
ed by any of these shots since he was
standing about 260 feet away af the
time of the fusillade. This raises the
possibility that Tague was wounded by
& fragment from a fourth bullet. Bui
only three shells were found in the
Book Depository.
Drawback No. 3: If the F.B.L sutopsy
report is sccurate, then the Commis-
sion’s autopsy findings.had 1o be pur-
posely falsified. The implications of
this are almost too disturbing to imag-
ine. Yet, the fact that the autopsy sur-
geon, Commander Humes, burned
“certain preliminary notes™ has given
rise 1o the theory that the “preliminary
notes™ aclually contained the carlier
version of the sutopsy referred to by
the F.B.I. Thiz question is uaresolved,

ESQUIRE: DECEMBER




One af the main stimuli for theories
that shots came from someplace other
then the Book Depoxitory i an ama-
teur eight-millimeter film of the assas-
snation faken by Abraham Zapruder.
In ten seconds of color film, virtuully
the entire sequence of events i re-
corded. The Zapruder film shows the
matorcade proceeding down Elm Street
with the President smiling and wav-
ing, rthen suddenly he reaches for hix
throat, apparently hit. About a second
larer Connally grimaces with pain and
beginz toppling over, A few ssconds
elapse, then a bullet visibly serikes the
President's heud. From the film, the
Commizsion judged that the President
way first hit detween film frame 210
and 225, and the fotal head shat oc-
cured an film jrame J13. By determin-
ing the shutter speed of the camero
(183 framex per second), the Commis-
sion ascersgined: I) a maximum of 5.6
seconds elapsed from the first 1o the
final thot; and 2) no more than 1.8
seconds elapsad between the time Ken-
nedy and Connally were first hit. This
time bind led directly to the Commis-
sion's Single-Bullet Theory (see above).
The Zapruder film also led 1o four
other interesting theories.

3. HEAD MOVEMENT THEORY
Propomest: Vincent Salandria, a Phila-
delphin lawyer,

Using two slide projectors, and super-
imposing frame 116 over frame 313,
Salandrin finds that after the fatal
head shot, Kennedy's head moves
sharply, buckward and to the left, a
dlrﬂ]mhm'ﬂhmm
the Depository.

the trajectory from the direction in
‘which the head moves and concludes
that the shot came from behind the
picket fence or the arcade on the grassy
knoll. Salundria also suspects that, be-
cause of the massive devastation, this
second wound, unlike the first, may
have been caused by a dumdum bullet
—which couldn't have come from
Dswald's rifle.

4. EARLY-HIT THEQORY
A group of California theorists

used the Zapruder film to show that the
first shot hit Kennedy between film
frames 190 and 210, If true, this would
be significant because the Commission
established that during this interval the

has

by the folisgs of am oak trec; there-
fore the shot must have come from
elsewhere.

Harold Weisberg also uses the Zap-
ruder film to prove the Early-Hit The-

wan blocked by a traffic sign between
film frames 205 and 225 (by which time
Kennedy had already been hit), Weis-

5. MISSING-FRAME THEORY
The fact that film frames 208 through
211 have besn deleted from the black-
and-white frame-by-frume photographs
published by the Warren Commission
(Exhibit 885) and from the color slides
of the Zapruder film at the National
Archives—and the fact that frames 207

bullet did not in fact pass through the
limousine's windshicld, as was belicved

ameter of the wound, although the
doctors later testified that under certain
conditions an exit wound would have
the xame appearance as an entry wound.

Since no exit wound was found in the
President’s back (and no bullet was in
the President’s body), the entry-wound
theory depends on the assomption that
the avtopsy and other evidence was
changed.

8. OVER THE FENCE THEORY

Maurice Schonfeld, U.P.L,
Jack Fox, U.P.1,, Burt Reinkardt, U.P.L
In the United Press-Interational film
library, a New York hobbyist found an
cight-millimeter color film of the as-

sassination made by Orville Nix. Ove
of the frames of the Nix film particu-
larty interested him because it showed
an object behind the wall on the grassy

the picket fence. Ome Dallas police-
man, . M. Smith, evea claimed to have
“caught the mmell of gunpowder™ be-
hind the wooden fence.

8. EYEWITNESS THEOHIEB

ally any srmchair student of the assas-
sination, given the Report's twenty-six
volumes of testimony, can develop an
interesting theory as (o where the shots
came from. Right after the twenty-six
volumes were made public, Harold
Feldman, a writer on the psychology
of assassins, counted up the various
sources of shots reported by 121 eye-
witnesses, His tally revealed that 38
gave “no clear opinion,” 32 thought
the shots came from the Book Deposi-
tory, and 51 thought the shots came
from the grassy knoll area, Largely on
the basis of this analysis, Feldman ad-
vanced the theory that there were two
mssassing: one on the grassy kooll and
one in the Book Depository.

nﬂu:lﬂit;vﬁ:hml&um.
body has to be wrong,

WHO DID IT?

The following rix theories name Les
Harvey Oswald as the lone amazsin,

10. UNDERGROUND MAN
THEORY
Propomesst: The Warren Commission.
The Commission did not reach a final
conclusion as to why Oswald killed
President Kennedy. Instead, it listed
‘Commission

knoll. He then employed o film spe-  fve “factors™ (which, a

o e T
fact a vehicle, On the roaf of the vehi- (1) pouility to his environment;
d‘;:ﬂwmh";“mmn (2) failure to extabliah “meaningfal
sy A ) i

Lee E. Bowers, Jr. told him that the

was “exactly what T saw.”

8. M, Holland, who was standing on

the overpams and had one of the best

views of any eyewitness, told Fox there

were four shots: “... the first came from
the book building and hit the Presi

n nn-n:ityloudd-nlymﬂ:—
out regard to the consequences.
According to this theory, Oswald had
no mative; he acted out of blind re-
sentment.

11. MANCHURIAN
CANDIDATE THEORY
Same Commissi

The second came from the same place

picket fence to the north of Elm Street.
There was & puff of smoke under the
trees like someone had thrown out a
Chinese firecrucker and a report en-
tirely different from the one which was
fired from the book building. . .."
According to Holland, the fourth
shot came from the Book Depository.
When Holland reached the fence he




WHO'S
AFRAID

THE
WARREN
REPORT?

Elementary, my dear Warren.
Everybody.
And here's why . . .

by Edward Jay Epstein
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The Warren Commission was supposed to end all doubts sbout the
sssassination of President John F. Kennedy. Tragically, it hasn't.
The distinguished bers of the Commission never intended that
their Report should become the basis for an amsateur detective
game, Yet this is precisely what is happening. A growing number
of people are spending their leisure hours secouring the Commis-
sion’s Report and the twenty-aix volumes of testimony and exhibits
for possible clues to a conspiracy. Others, using high-powered
magnifying glusses and infrared lights, are scrutinizing photo-
graphs of the assassination secene, hoping to find snipers concealed
in the shrubbery. Still others are combing the National Archives
on the hunch that they will locate something relevant in the three
bundred cuble feet of documents that the Commission dsemad irrel-
evant. Since the National Archives will provide microfilm copies of
any lussified d in the ination file at five cents a
page, including F.B.I and Secret Service investigstive reports, a
syndicate of private researchers is planning to buy all the available
documents. Presumably they will then subdivide the 20,000 or so
pages into aress (e.g., Ruby, Oswald, eyewitnesses, etc.), and at-
tempt a more definitive study than the C ission itself | d
Elizabeth Hardwick, & literary critic of considerable stature, is con-
sidering joining the syndicate for anothar purpose, She believes it
might contain the American comédie humaine,

Meanwhile, more active private investigatora are tracking down
leads in Dallns and re-interviewing star witnesses. A fow are keep-
ing the death count on those who have been even remotely connected
with the case. And there is & burgeoning grapevine through which
assassination news is rapidly disseminated. As soon as o new dis-
covery is made, assassination buffs mcross the country sre alerted
by a telephonic chain letter.

Thia phenomenon would not be particularly disturbing if the play-
ers were merely kooks. However, most of them are not. Assassina-
tion buffs apparently are seri people—professi dent
housewives, ete—bent on solving what they consider to be an un-
solved mystery. Perhaps this is all part of the American folklore

.tradition of amateurs stepping in and solving cases that baffie ths

police. Already amateurs have made some constructive contribu-
tions fo the case. Mra. Sylvia Meagher, s U.N, careerist, has com-
pletely indexed the twenty-six volumes of testimony, a feat the
Commission never had time to accomplish. Mr. and Mrs. George
Nash, sociologists, found three new witnesses to the Tippit murder
by following & tip given to them by a Dallas undertaker, Vincent
Salandris, a Philadelphin lawyer, has charted the precise move-
ments of the President's head after the bullet's impact by superim-
pumr on each athnr the individual frames of the film of the assas-
tion taken by a b der. And Paul Hoch, a Berkeley gradu-
ste student, haa nmruusd some extremely important documents in
the National Archives, including the original F.B.1. report on the
autopsy. The man who has undoubtedly done the most to propagate
the sssassination cult is Mark Lane, thirty-nine-year-old attorney
and sometime New York State Assemblyman, Lane began lectur-
ing in coffeehouses, then stumped the college circuit, and is cur-
rently promoting both a book and a two-and-a-half-hour docu-
mentary film on the sssassination. Above all, the Warren Commis-
sion itself shares at least part of the responsibility for the game.
The Commission was obliged to publish all twenty-six volumes of
data, slthough Commissioner Allen Dulles saw no point in doing
this. “Nobody reads," he said. “Don't believe people read in this
country. There will be few professors who will read the record."”
Making the record publie, however, is The American Way.
Indeed, the number of people who have bothered to read the rec-
ord has been small (less than a thousand sets of the twenty-six
volumes have been sold to date), But they have been sn inquisitive
group, often ingenious. With their help, the public record has
spawned & school of theories that has been swimming in the eddies
of the public press, lately with Increasing dizziness, Many of the
theories, it is true, depend on fragments of evidence which, al-
though clear enough, are palpably irrelevant (ie., the death of
several peripheral witnessss since the assassinstion). But they
are no more irrelevant than many of the Report's own meticulous
entries (ie, in July of 1962 Oswald spent $3.87 for a subscription
to Time). Assassination buffs have seized, perhaps too eagerly, rm
discrepancies in the testimony of wit who were und
ably shaken and confused. But in this they sare no more at fault
than the Commission, which appeared /Continued on page 330)




NOTES FOR A NEW
INVESTIGATION

by Sylvia Meagher

The woman whao indexed the entire twenty-six volumes of
The Warren Report emerges from ber task with this advice:
reopen the hearings and finish the job, For o starter. ..

tions ns to who pointed Oswald out 1o
the police, who drew a gum, whether
Oswald tried fo shoot an officer, and
what was said by whom. The following
witnesses present al the theatre might
have thrown light on those matters:

Bob Apple, insurance investigator.
Detective Panl Bentley: He found a
forged “Hidell™ card on Oswald. Bob
Barrett, F.B1, agent. Jim Ewell, re-

porier.

Detective E. E. Taylor: He stayed be-
hind at the theatre after the arrest to
muke 1 list of the names and addresses
of the patrons. The list is not among
the Commission’s exhibits.

ham, Lyon, Stringer, and Tomey.

... Oswald’s Interrogation
Although Dallas Police Clpuiu
Fritz “kept no notes™ or transcript of
the interrogation of Oswald, and the
reports by Fritz and Federal

agents (primarily from memory) were
incomplete and in some vital respects
ictory—e.g., Oswald’s tip 0

CALL THE the assassination, while driving toward
the triple underpass, she mw a man

IMPORTANT WITNESSES ..\ ihe erassy knoll carraing what

NOT HEARD appeared to be a rifle case,

BY THE COMMISSION R e o e
have witnessed the assassination at the
scene who were never questioned by

Concemning Oswald's the Commission. (Named in Appendi

Activitles . . . 1o Mark Luave's Rash to Judgment.)

Pierce Allmam, tolevision newsman; Os-

wald had said that someone bad ap- ... The Tippit Shooting

proached him outside the Dep There is iderabl fusion snd

lﬂﬂ!helbnﬁluudhﬁdnkdlﬂh
directed to the nearcst phone. Oswald's
sccount corresponds with the actual
experience of Pierce Allman. and this
conflicts with the Commission’s recon-
wiruction of Oswald's “escape.”

Mary Dowling, waitress at Dobbs
House: She told the F.BI that Oswald
and Tippit were in the restaurant st

says that the two men were aotl
scquainted and had never even ssen
one another.

John Rene Heindel, ez-erlnt acs

invented by Oswald for his own pur-
poses.
Alonzo Hudkims, reporter for the

was being paid $200 a month by the
F.B.L. as an informant holding assigned
number “S172."

Milton Jomes, bus passenger: He told
the FBI, that Dallas policemen had
baarded the bus and searched the pas-
sengers just after Oswald had debarked.
which was before anyone noticed Os-
wald's absence from the Depository.
Sumdra Styles, Depository office em-
ployee: With Victoria Adums, she ran
down the back stairs of the Depository
immediately after shots were fired but
did not encounter Oswald—supposedly
running down sl that lime—nor Roy
Truly and policeman M, L. Baker,
supposedly running up.

. The Shols and

Related Circumstances

James Chaney, motorcycle policeman:
He rode in the molorcade and re-
portedly saw Governor Connally hit
by a weparate bullet after the President
was first shot. This conflicts with the
Commission's single-bullet theory.
Julia Mercer: About 75 minutes befare

contradiction about the time that Tippit
‘was shot, the description of the killer,
the movements of the suspect, and the
actions of the eyewiinesses. The follow-
ing people could have given important
information.

T. F. Bowley, the only witness nt the
Tippit scene who lpoked at his watch
1o check the time when he saw Tippit's
body. Bowley said in an affidavit taken
by the Dallus police that Tippit was al-
teady dead at 1:10 p.m,, while the
Commission says that he was shot at
1:15 pom. If Bowley was correct about
the time, Oswald could not have walked
from his rooming house to East 10th
Street m time to kill Tippit.

Radio-car patrolman R, C. Nelson:
Tippit drove to central ODak CIff, sup-
posedly on a simultaneous

to him and Nelson. But Neison wenl
to the Depository, casting doubt on
whether cither of thom was really
ordered to Oak CIf.
Raodio-cor patrolman H. W, Sammers:
He obinined a description of the Tippit
suspect from an unknown bystander—
who said that the suspect had “black
wavy hair,” was §117 tall, and car-
ried a .32 automatic pistol.

Murie Tippit, widow of 1. D. Tippit:
She probably saw her hushand about
an hour before be was killed, when he
came home for lunch. Also, she could
have given information on such things
as their unlisted phone and Tippit's
“work at home" in the I

Frank Wright und his wife: They lived
across the sireet half a block from the
spat where Tippit was killed. Mr.
‘Wright heard the shols, saw & man
standing right al Tippit's car who “man
as fast as he could go,” got into a small
old grey 1950-1951 coupe, and “drove
away as quick as you could see.” Mr.
Wright phored the police to report the
shooting; it was her call that resulted
in the dispaich of the ambulance.
Ambulance drivers Claytos Bufler and
Eddie Kinsley were never questioned
either,

««. Oswald's Arrest
There are many unanswered ques-

Maenico, where he was at the time of
the shooting, and his “Hidell” alias—
the following persons present were not
asked to submil reports or to testify:
Jim Alles, former Assistant District
Attomney; Secret Service Grant,
Howard, Kunkel, Patterson, and
Warner; F.B.L agent Joe Myers; U.S.
Marshail Robert Nash; Chuck Webster,
Professor of Law,

... The Walker

In addition to the Kennedy-Tippit
killings, the Warren Commission aiso
“convicted” Oswald of sttempting to
murder General Edwin A. Walker in
April, 1963. But they neglected to take
testimony from:

Walter Kirk Coleman, o teén-age
neighbor of General Walker, who saw
two men flee the scene by car after the
shot was heard. Oswald could not
drive, and the Report said he was
alone,

Detective Ira Van Clenve, who partici-
pated in the original investigation of
the Walker shooting and who told the
press at that time that the bullet had
been “identified ss a 30.06" which
rules out Oswald's Carcano rifle.

..+ The
In view of the conflicting descriptions
of the wound in the President's back
by the F.B.I. and the autopsy surgeons,
vhmm-touvlhbwyemldhlu
dvunmthllnf
G-Fhm 'lﬂﬂlﬂﬂl‘
physician: He was in the motorcade,
then at Parkland Hospital, and later at
the autopsy, and he received the au-
iopsy report submitted by the path-

ologists:

Francis N. O'Neill, Jr, FBL agent:

He was present throughout the sutopsy

and his description of the wound in

the President's back conflicts with the

afficial autopsy ropart.

Jumes W. Sibert, F.B.l. agent: Same

a8 ONeill above.

Jobm T. Stringer, Jr. medical pho-

ln]rwhnr He photographed the
U's body.

Fourfeen other Armed Forees or Fed-

eral officials named in the F.B1 Re-

port, and four funeral-home workers
who prepared the body for burial.

(See Planted Bullet Theory.)

Richard E. Johnsen, Secrel Sarvice
agenr: He was handed the stretcher
bullet by 0. P, Wright, chief of per-
sonnel. at Parkiand Hospital, before
the Presidential party departed. Wright
was not called either,

The Commissian’y failure to follow up
leads, its dependence on unrealistic
resiy aad by omission of vital evidence
nevessitate further research, such ax:

1 Traciag and examination of the un-

experts,
3 Trocing of the rifle obtained by
Robert Adrian Taylor (see above) to
determine whether the wespon was

CTrnduuthmdryulmmm
discarded near the Tippit scene (num-
ber “B 9738") to determine whether
Oswald or someone else bad it cleaned.
$ Reenactment of Oswald's tuxi ride,
in a metered vehicle, 1o determine the
actual time. In reenactments performed
for the Warren Commission the esti-
male was progressively reduced from
eleven to nine to six minules.

6 Re-auditing of the police radio log
to make sn authoritative Iranscript
which would resolve the conflicts
among the three transcripts made for
the Warren Commission.

7 Auditing of tapes of o

of the first press conference is said 1o
ba “lowt™),

8 Tracing of Tippit's clipboard, never
requested by the Warren Commission
although it i visible in a photograph
of his car before it was removed from
the scene of  (Continued on page 3361




fighting with Bringuier, be msked to see
an F.BL, sgent. An F.B.L agent visited
him i jail and questioned him about
the activities of the Fair Play for Cuba
Committes.

3. Oswald's address book contained
the address snd licenss plate number
of Dallas FBL agent James Hosty. It
was later deleted from the police fist
of Oswald's nddresses.
Drawback: J. Edgar Hoover categor-
ically denied that Oswald had any con-
neclion with the F.B.1 und offered the
F.B.L' file on Owwald 10 the Commis-
sion. (The Chief Justice refused i,
however, on the grounds that it might
contain secret informution. )

24, O‘EWALD AS SECRET

Pr-p—ﬁ Mrz. Marguerite Oswald
and Norman Mailer.

that her son was a C.LA. agent. His
trip to Russin was 1 C.LA. mission, snd
s0 were his later activities. If Oswald
wad involved in the assassination, M.
Oswald suggests, “Now it could have
been that my son and the Secret Service
were all involved in a mercy killing,"
explaining, "If be [Kennedy] was dy-
ing of an incurable disesse, this would
be for the security of our country.”
Norman Mailer, ou the other hand,
believes that it is quite possible Oswald
wit an undercover agent for not one,
but & number of espionage services
(who “tend to collect the same par-
ticular small agents in common™).
Mailer wrote in Book Week: “Tt was
all & comedy of the most horrible sort,
but when Kennedy was assassinated,
the esplonage services of hall the world
may have discovered in the next hour
that one linde fellow in Dallaswas...a
secret, useless fittle undercover agent
who was on their private [lists; what

scenario. we hear an Ivy League voice
cry ouf in some unknown coancil-of-
war room: "Well, can't something be
done, can’t we do somethiog about this
man?, and & man getting up, saying,
“See you in & while,” and a little Inter
a phono call mude and another, and
finally a voice saying to our friend
Ruby, “Fack, T got good news. There's
 little job. .. .~

25. TWO OGNALD! 'I'HEOII\'
Proposent:

Cﬂibmuu&ubhp)hllldvlmed
& rather ingenious theory W explain
certain discrepancies in tha Commis-
sion's findings, Certain witnesses claim
to bave encountered Cawald prior to
Navember 22 in places where he could
not possibly have been. To explain
these anomalies, Popkin suggesus that
there were actually “two Oswalds™; the
second "Oswald” clossly resambled the
real Oswald. The real Oswald's rols
wus (o be & decoy—that is, he would
lead ihe police astray by becoming the
prime suspect, The escape of the sec-
ond Oswald, who actually fired the
shots from the Depository, was thus
facilitated. Whea Oswald's trial came

up, he would undoubtedly produce a
surprise alibi, and the evidence would
be so confused by the second Oswald's
pre-assassination maneuvers thut the
Oswald-on-trial would be acquirtted.
What went wrong, however—and here
the theory becomes a mite complicated
—was that the rcal Oswald met Officer
Tippit, who knew the second Oswald,
and waved him down. In the ensuing
confusion, Oswald panicked and shot

Tippit.

This theory differs from the Oswald

Impersonator Theory in one important
way: here, the real Oswald is guilty.
Drawback: The sightings of this “sec-
ond Oswald™ all occurred before it was
oven known that Kennedy would be
coming to Dallas. Thus it seems un-
likely that a carefully deceptive plot
could have been underway.
Retort: Oswald and his double were
ouly one of many pairs of sssassins
being set up all over the country on a
contingency basis, should the opportu-
nity for action arise.

26. POST-ASSASSINATION
DOMINO THEORY

Proponenis: Penn Jones Jr. and Mark

Lane.

Penn Jones, the editor of the Mid-

lothiun, Texas, Mirror, notes that a

number of key 'iinqul have died

Oswald, died of gunshot wounds in
Houston, according to Penn Janes. This
seems quile strange since she testificd
to a Commission luwyer afrer the re-
ported date of her death.

3. Earlene Roberts, the housekeep-
er at Oswald’s rooming house who
claimed she saw 1 police car stop in
front of the house about ten minutes
before Oswald encountered Tippit, alsa
died.

Mark Lane adds the case of Warren
Reynolds, u witness to the Tippit shoot-
ing, who was shot through the head
(but survived); Mancy Mooney, a for-
mer siripper in Ruby's nightclub who
also provided an alibi for the man ac-
cused of shooting Reynolds, hanged
herself in the Dallas jail; and Lee E.
Bowers, Jr., a bystander who saw a car
making a getaway from the grassy
knoll, was killed in a car accident to
which there were no witnesses.

27. RACIST THEORY
Léo Sauvage. Hans Habe
{nuthor of The Wounded Land).
Sauvage. sn American correspond-
ent for Figaro, suggests the theory that
Kennedy could have been killed by a
conspiracy of Southern racists 10 pre-
vent him from carrying out his civil-
righls program. To tum blame away
from themselves and onto Leftists, they
hodically framed Oswald (by im-

under “clowded ™ since
the assassination and he suggests the
theory that people who kaow too much
about the mssamination are being si-
lenced.

For example, Jones cites & meeting
at Ruby’s apartment at which two
newspaper reporters. Bill Hunter and
Jim Koethe, were present. Bill Hunter
waa later killed by the “sccidental dis-
charge™ of a policeman’s revolver in a
police station in Long Beach. Califor-
nin. Jim Koethe was killed by a “karatz

personaling him and by planting evi-
dence against him). Oswald's murder,
however, was not part of the racist con-
spiracy, but a separate plot instigated

that the 5.0.b. would never live out his
term and that he would die a violent
death. Reynalds slso vaguely suggested
that Governar Comnally may have
called long distance from Washington
to Lee Oswald who was staying in a
Dallas ¥.M.C.A. He had no proof.

A number of letters allegedly written
by Jack Ruby and smuggled out of juil
were auctioned off by New York auto-
graph dealer Charlea Hamilton, Penn
Jones. Jr. bought one and published
part of it

“I walked into & trap the moment |
walked down the ramp Sunday morn-
ing. This was the spot where they could
frame the Jew, and that way afl of his
people will be blamed as being Com-
munists, thix is what they were waiting
for. They alone had planned the killing,
by they I mean Johnson and others.”

"...read the book Texar Looks ar
Lyadon and you may learn quite a bit
-hwc .I'uhnnon and how he fooled

wm.mmtol Lee Rankin,
J. Edgar Hoover wraote, “I have not
received any information to implicate
President Johnson or Governor Con-
nally in the assassination,”

According to Buchanan's lhmrr.
“Mr. X." a right-wing Texas oil mil-

of the oil market. He decided to as-

by the Dallas police to prevent a trinl sassinate Kennedy in such a way that
in which he might be itted of the  Khrushchev would be di Os-
crime, wald was 1o be framed as the nasassin,

then executed by Tippit. With Qswald

28. CUI BONO THEORY
Proponents: Jevestia, Trud. Joachim
Joesten, Barbarn Garson, Don B. Rey-

chop™ in his Dallas The
murder is still unsolved, Ruby's lawyer,
Tom Howard, also attended the mest-
ing. He later died of a “heart artack”
(Jones notes “no autopsy was per-
formed”™). Jones suggests that some im-
portant [nformation wan divulged at
the meeting, and those who heard the
information had to be disposed of,

Moreover. Jones's paper has main-
tained & death-count on other relevant
individuals,

I. Hank Killam, whose wife was a
waitress at Ruby’s nightclub and whose
friend lived in Oswald's rooming house,
was found on & Florida street with his
throat cut,

L Dorothy Kilgallen, the only jour-
nalist who was granted a private inter-
view with Ruby, died. Jones points out
(erroneously) that her death occurred
‘an the night of the “strunge” Northeast
Power BlackouL. (Jones missed the con-
nection that the announcer of What's
My Line, John Daly, is the Chief Jus-
lice’s son-in-law.)

3. William Whaley, the cabdriver
who took Oswald home after the us-
sassination and possibly talked to him,
died in a car crash—the first cabdriver
to be killed on duty in Dallas since
1937,

4. Karen Bemnett Carlin, another
performer at Ruby's club and the lnst
person (o tulk 1o Ruby before he shot

nolds, Jack Ruby and others.

Thesis: Although not one shred of hard
evidence hax been uncovered lo prove
them right. many people have taken
the "Who benefited?™ line of pursuit
and point an sccusing finger at Lyndon
Johnson.

The Soviel Government newspaper
Ievestia, after condemaing The Warren
Report as slanderous to Russia, hinted
by sly innuendo that President Johnson
may have been implicated in the as-
sassination. They cite the soon-lo-be
published works of Joachim Joesten
(seven volumes to be sold by subscrip-
tion for $200) which argues that John-
son has been covering up. The next day,
Trud, the trade-union paper, made the
accusation more forcefully.

Californian  Barbara Garson has
written & satire, based on Macheth,
called Machird in which LBJ. and
Lady Bird take the parts of Macbeth
and Lady Macbeth in the murder of
IFK, and Adiai Stevenson (the Egg
of Head),

In January of 1964 the Warren Com-
mission learned that Don B. Reynolds,
insurnnce agent and close associate of
Bobby Baker, had been heard to say
that the F.B.L knew that Johnsan was
behind the assassination. When inter-
viewed by the F.B.I, be denied this.
But he did recount an incident during
the swesring in of Kennedy in which
Bobby Baker said words to the effect

dead, the Sovict Union would be
blamed for the assassination. Oswald,
however, outdrew Tippit and was cap-
tured alive later. The conspiratars then
induced Ruby to kill Oswald 45 a means
of silencing him for good. Aside from
Mr. X, Buchanan names the following
“additional conspirators™:

|. The assassin on the bridge. (He
hints this was Ruby. )

2, A wecond assassin in the Deposi-
tory who was wearing & police uni-
farm,

3. A police officer invalved in Os-
wald's arrest (who was, next to Mr. X,
the key conspirator ).

4. Tippit.

5. Oswald.

6. One of the policemen who missed
Oswald as he left the building.

30. CUBA-FRAMED THEORY
Proponent: Fidel Castro.

About & week after the assassimation,
Caitro suggested that the conspirators
intended that Cuba be blamed for the
assassination. Accarding to this theory,
Oswald may have been one of the rifle-
men, but his prime role in the con-
spiracy wis (o ghost a trail that would
lead directly to Cuba Thus, a few
months before the assassination, Os-
wald set up a phony Fair Play for Cuba
Comunittee in Wew Orleans and Dallas,
engaged in “brawls” with anti-Castro
Cubans, and identified himsell with
Castro and Cuba on radio programs.
Then he went 1o Mexico where he fried
1o obtain o (Continued on page 334
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Follow the patierns of deduction lo the major
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of the

And the opinion of Duilas doctors that

Kennedy had » throat entry wound,

HAILROAD OVERPASS currentiy
favar st the source of any shots.

r.-——-—--——_-.z‘
THE WINDSHIELD-OVERPASS THEORTY:
[rnat the first shot came from the

ailrond gverpasa directly in front of
Kennady, plerced the windshleld and '
J struck Him in the throat.

i
@
S

mmnmmmmn-w-u}m-ﬁiu'
e gons bl T
point.

EARLY-HIT TNEOI"! That Kennedy was first shot moments
befors Tha Warran Commiasian thinks—and by samsone

at a position other than the sixth-floor winoow, L 2 4

- A PLUS Anscuts The Warren

HEAD MOVEMENT THEORY; That the fatal shot
to Kennady's head musi have come from the
@rassy knoll In front and 1o the right of Kennsdy.

Group: Vincent

MISSING-FRAMES THEORY: That the Warren Commissian, In its
1sal to prove Dewald the lone sssassin of President Nennedy, cut
out frames 208 1o 211, because they tended to repudiate their
pat theory.

lawynr; Jasian
Professor: G, an, senlor aditor of

T omaimarons: mark Lane, swaic's 1
lnwnn-mmmrnumro ]
§ Lustgmunt:
of Who Killed Kennecyl; e
|| Joesten, authar of Oawaks; Assassin or |
Fail Guy?; Richard Dudman, a reporter
leu- Tha St. Louls Post-Oisperch. 1

e
Twarren Repoct. it rmvealea tiat thern |
Im besan only & crack—no hole—in the '

windaiieid. Theorsticians then moved
Isiutiy over w tha rignt and crept onta |
e 72 kol

-

THROAT ENTHY WOUND THEORY: That
the first shot camae from tha front n
the vicinity of the grassy knoll and hit

ORIGIMATORS: Lane, Buchanan,
Joesten, Dudman.

OSWALD INNOCENT

Thomas Buchanan, ot | i

‘ORIGIMATORS of Early-Hit and Missing-Frames

Caiifornia Group: David Ufton, U.C.LA, enginsering graduate

student, Lillian Castellana, accountant, Ray Marcus, authar of

Thie Bastard Bultef. about buliet No, 399, (See Planted-Bullet

Yheory) mmn Flelo, Beverly Hilis housawife, Harola Weisberg
ryiaed, suthor of Whitewssh.

Kannecy in the throat. T

i
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OVER-THE-FENCE THEORY: Based 0n an entarge-
mant of one frama of tha U.P.|-Nix movie of the

assassination purportedly
.| rife sz he leans againat a station wagon
the fanca a1 the.1op of the grassy knoil.

showing a man aiming a
behind

ORIGINATORS: Maurice Schenhld U.P., Jack
Fox, W.P.1, Burt Reinhacdt, U
ohaty lcian,

+ | tence; Les Bowsrs, saw car take off right atier
v aszassination.

thot the

Meaghar, Sxiandria, Weisharg, Lana and
Marcua. That the Commlwnn axhibit bullet
No, 399, which correspands to Oswald's
rifle and wes allegedly found on Governor
Connally’s stratcher in a hallway In
Parkiand Mamarial Hospitsl, was

sur put there by &

These tnearies, 5o othars,
mu-mmumhmum ha sutopsy
mﬂ-mwwﬂumbmu ¢

OSWALD A CONSPIRATOR

DALLAS OLIGARCHY THEORY
Proponent: Thomas Buchanan.
irators: palice officers {including

Conspiral Oowaid,
Tipgitl, Jack Ruby, snd an ol multi-millionaire

callea "Mr. X.”
N

ARASSY KNOLL ESCAPE THEORIES How the sacond assassin
ot away: |, Posad ax s Secret Servics Agent. Proponant: Sylvia

PLANTED RIFLE Proponent:
Lane. That tha original rifle found on the
sixth floor of the Depository was a German
Mausar, which was laler raplaced with
Oswalir's itstlan Mannlicher Carcanc.

Meagher, 2. Hid in the trunk of a car. Proponenie: Richard
Popkin, 5. M. Hotand, 3. Disappearsd down storm drain.
Progonant: Lillian Castellans.

MiIGH LEVEL (involving police snd/or othar
Government officiata).

i

IMPERSONATOR THI
Propanents: Lo slnn.n, Harold Weisberg,
Sytvia Meagner.

that an impsrsonator
trall to Incriminate him, (Sea alsn, Twa

Oswalds Theory,)
i

I HIGH LEVEL THEORIES (invotving police

and/ or governmant officials):

RACIST THEONY
Proponent: Lla Sauvags, author of The

Cswait A
Conspirstors. sunturn Whits-
Supremaciats.

Conwpirators: an oll tyooon, a reth
Eeneral and officists of the F.8.). ano ClLA

DOMIMO THEDRY
te: Paon Jones, Jr.
aaitor of Mldlumiln. Texss
Lane.

gang sthil in operation
bumping off key witnessss,

All Grassy Knoll theories and theoriats are included in the dark grey ares.

LOW LEVEL (without tha
asistance of Government officialsl.

w-ur!. Cawald, his anubl-
and others.

£33 PN AR~ i - se.

MAFIA THEORY

Praponent; Serge Groussard, a French writer,
Conspirators: The "Al Capone’ gang, Jack Ruby,
Tippi and Oswald.

Wmm THEORY

Castro.
Conspirators: Oswald and unnamed
antil-Castroites.

e bl s v

dgind



in the assassination. According to thia
theory, the impersonator made himself
coNspicucus at & nearby rifle range,
brought a gun into a oeighborhood
gunsmith, cashed large checkn, and
acted suspiciously. The impersonator
probably took part in the assasination.

Who Is This Man? A C.LA. report
on Lee Harvey Oswald srrived at the
F.B.L field office in Dallas the day of
the assassination. It revealed that Os-
wald had visited the Cuban Embassy
in Mexico City on September 27, 1963,
and included & photograph taken by a
secrel C.LA. camera of the man iden-

Deputy Conmable Weitrman and Ser-
geant Harkness.

Sylvia Meagher, an independent re-
scarcher, made a meticulous check of
Secret Service records and found that
no Secret Service agent was on or near
the kooll ares at the time that Seith
encountered the “agent.” My, Meagher
sugpests that the assassin may have
escaped by using fake Secret Service
credentials.

21. TRUNK THEORY
Proponents: |5, M. Holland, Richard
H :

Soon after the shots were fired, 5, M.
Holland rushed to the picket fence be-
hind the knoll (where he thought he
saw gmoke) and found a station wagon
and a sedan parked near the fence
(see Over the Fence Theory). Muddy
footprinis led from the bumper of the
station wagon to the sedsn and then
mysteriously ended. Holland said: “T've
often wondered if & man could have
climbed into the trunk of that car and
pulled the lid shut on himself, then
sameone clse have driven it away lat-
er.” Other theorists, like Professoc
Popkin, have thought it mare likely
that the knoll assassin simply hid the
rifle in the car, then fled on foat.

22. STORM DRAIN THEORY
Proponent: Lillian Castellano.
Mrs. Castellano, a California ac-

tified as Oswald leaving the E
After the assamination, a problem de-
veloped; the man in the C.LA, photo-
graph was got Qswald! Oswald's moth-
er added to the confusion by claiming
the man in the photograph was Juck
Ruby. (Obviously, it is't) Commis-
sion lawyers, attempting to find out if
the man in the photograph was asso-
ciated with Osweld or impersonating
him, were never able (o identify the
mystery man. All the C.LA. would say
was that it was a “mix-op.”

19. FALL-GUY THEORY
Propanent: Joachim Joesten.

Thesis: That the assassination was the
work of & conspiracy involving some
officers of the C.LA. and the F.B.L
well a5 some Army figures and some
reactionary oil millionaires. The con-
spirators used Oswald a5 a “fall guy,
a red herring. to draw altention while
the murderers escaped.” The F.B.L for
reasons of its own, completed the frame
of Oswald and covered up evidence of
the real conspirators.

The next three theories explain haw the
second arsassin escaped from the grassy
knoll

20. BOGUS SECRET-SERVICE
MAN THEORY
Propouent: Sylvia Meagher.
Dallas policoman J. M. Smith ran to
the parking lot behind the grassy knoll
diately after the i He
suddenly encountersd a strangsr and
pulled his gun, The strunger identified
himself as a Secret Service agent and
showed Smith his credentials (although
Smith later could not recall his oame).
Smith's account is corroborated to
some degree by two other law officers—

located what d 1o be &
storm drain in a photograph of the
grassy knoll taken st the time of the
assassination. However, it could not be
located in later photographs of the
grassy knoll. Through a contact in Dai-
las, Mrs, Castellano obtained a chart of
the sewer and drainage system sur-
rounding the grassy kooll. Apparently,
the drain was filled in sfter the assassi-
nation. Mre. Castellano suspected that
it could bave becn part of an escape
system.

23. OSWALD AS F.B.L
INFORMER

According to Secret Service report 767,
Alonzo Hudkins, a Houston reporter,
told the Secret Service that he had
heard from Chief Allan Sweatt of the
Dalias sheriff's office that Lee Harvey
Oawald “waa being paid two hundred
dollars per month by the F.B.L in con-
nection with their subversive investigs-
tion" and that "Oswald had informant
number S-172." The Commission never
called Hudking or Sweatt to testify,

There are 3 number of other inter-
esting circumstances surrounding Os-
wald's possible relationships with the
FB.L

1. Warren De Brueys, an FBIL
agent who covered both the New Or-
Jeans und Dallas beat, asked Carlos
Bringuier to furnish the F.B.I. informa-
tion about the activities of his Anti-
Castro group, When Bringuier refused,
De Brueys threataned 1o send an undec-
cover agent to infiltrate the group,
Later, Lee Hurvey Oswald came to
New Orleans from Dallas and tried to
infiltrute Bringuier's group by prefend-
ing he was an Anti-Castroite. Brin-
guier, at firsr, did not think this was a
coincidence,

2. When Oswald was arrested for

WHO KILLED JOHN KENNEDY?

SOURCE OF THE SHOTS

IDENTITY OF THE ASSASSIN(S)

The officlal sutepsy repart that both of
President 's waunds came from  ihe first bullet entered President

.
the rear and that the first bullet entered
the base of the neck,came

The F.B.L Autepsy Repart, stating that
2 back six inches below the collar

out ths Ihroal, and panetrated only half a fingerdength,

COMMISSION SINGLE-
BULLET THEORY: That the same
Buillst which aassed through 1.F.K.'s

F.B.1-TWO-BULLET-THEDRY: That
Kennady and Connally wers hit by
two differant bullets.

neck went an 1a hi

= The F.a L

ORIQINATOR: Arfen Specter,

Assistant Counsel [n moﬂ-ﬂ:

tacts of the assassination,

STAR Commander lames

J. Humes, who conducted sutopsy st

Naval Haspital.

CHIEF BOOSTER: Norma ich,
ty Counsel, who argued in favor

of the theory before ission

COMVINCED COMMISSIONERS:
Chief Justice Eart Warren, Chairman,
Allen Dulles, John J. McCloy,

Represantative Gerald Ford.

B.1. agants Francis X.
O’Nelll, Jr. lDdJI‘lﬂllw Sibert,
authors of The F.A.L Autopsy
Edward J. Eaihln.uﬁunffnm

MUSCLE: | Edgar Hoover, director of
the F.B.1, over whosa signature the
regort was writtan.

SUPPORTERS: Secrel Service Agents
Gresn, Bennett, Hill and Kellerman,
all of wham describe & back wound
six Inches baiow Ihnuﬂvmuu, by
imptication, the Doubiters . .

Neveriheless agreed wilh

DOUBSTING COMMISSIONERS who neverthet
e Commission's conclusions aboul Oswaid's guilt:

Sanator
Sanator lohn Sherman

Richard Russail, who aimost refused 10 sign the Report,
‘Cooper, Representative Hale Boggs.

DOUSTERS Gavernar John Connally,
¥ testified fiatly that it was inconceivabla that he and
Kannedy were hit by the same bullst. Mrs. Connally, wha.
and

by himsai, with nc assistani in the
planning or In the act, shot and killed
President John F. Kennedy.

PROPONENT: The Warren Report:
Signed by all saven

aven thase who doubtad the single-
bullet theory.

Caroner of England, wrots in high
braise of the Report.

TEXAS SCHOOL BOOK
DEPOSITORY

32 eywwithesses
Baliaved this tv be
e source of the shots.,

Proponant:
minister of Mali.

tha same forces which
had Lumumba snd Hammarsk

J3ia
kiliod and were mwacgm

THEORY
Revila P. Oliver, former

wark that went inta It, but in agresment
‘withh ita conciusions when It was published,
thesa man naw have sarious resarvations:
Dwight Macdonaid, Esguire and The New
Yorkar, Murray Kemptan, The New

Rapublic. Max Lerner, New York Post.

All Depasitory theories snd theoriats are inciuded In the light grey ares,

Chart designed by Ron Bonder




12. DOMESTIC QUARREL
THEO|

bonh,?amﬂtohhdmm

that Oswald was still hedging on the
eve of the assassination when he re-
lurned home to see his wife, Marina.
She spumned him. Oswald then went to
the garage, He got his rifle.

13. HORRIBLE ACCIDENT
THEORY
Proponent: Marina Oswald.
In her final testimony before the Com-
mission, Marina Oswald advanced her
own theory of Lee's motive. She said
she believed her husband was actually
trying to shoot Governor John Con-
nally, and missed, and by a horrible
nccident be killed the President.

14, OEDIFAL THEDHY
Renatus Hartogs, co-
author of TM Two Assassing.

have had u bed of his own, and sug-
pests that inner guilt feelings may have
led him to kill President Kennedy. Dr.
Hartoga finds it significant that Oswald
shot at both Kennedy snd Tippit three
tilna.lhulhnmhr"lhrn in psy-

the

masculine genitals, Hm. Sylvia
Meagher points out in her review of

Hartogs' book that Tippit was shot
Tour

were plonted at the scene by the real
murderers; b) the revolver then was
planted on Oswald by the Daollas police
{the plot obviously could not have de-
pended on Oswald going home and con-
venlently ferching his pirtol); and c)
Oswald's admizsion that he had his
revolver with him when arrested wos
fa

16. PLANTED-RIFLE THEORY

Propouent; Mark Lane.
Thesis: A 7.65 caliber German Mauser

three Dallas law officers first described
the rifle as & Mauoser. The problem with
this theory is that the bullet fragments

lp,Blmld Weisberg, Mark Lane and
Ray Marcus.
Thesin A bullet, which The Warren Re-

Shaw testified thst more fragments
were found in Connally's wrist than

lodged in Connally's thigh. The theo-
rists thus deduce that the bullet must
‘have been planted on the stretcher, The
fact that no hlood or other organic ma-
ferial was found on the bullet rein-
forcea their argoment, Professor

The wm}muw-mm sierced
mn-m nmw-mlnrmu.
thigh. Theorists say It's a faks.

wrlst and
18. OSWALD IMPERSONATOR
THEORY

LéoSauvage, Harold Weis-

fore it could not have come from his
stretcher. And Drs. Finck, Homes, and

berg, Sylvia Meagher (See also Popkin's
Two-Oswald Theory).

Thesis: Before the

one impersonating Oswald phuld
clues that would incriminate Oswald

HOW THE LEADING THEORISTS ANSWER THE LEADING QUESTIONS
Were
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