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: Kenncth Q. Gilmore, Managing Editor of the "Reader's :
Digest,® Telephoned yesterday afternoon to advise that the ... '\
*Reader's Digest®™ has contracted with Edward Jay Epstein to . .
write a book concerning the November, 1963, "assassination-of-:. . .
President John F. Kennedy. Gilmore said that the book will’ "\\
be ‘a definitive, factual work which will evaluate, and . = h
hopefully put to rest, recurring myths surrounding the ;*'~\\

. Kennedy assassination. ' ’ Do :
R According to Gilmoféc Epstein has already begun
-‘interviewing persons who are knowledgeahle of various areas of
lthe Kenncdy Assassination. Gilmore's purpose in calling was
‘§ o reguest the Bureau's coopcration in _(1) sceing Epstein when
Epstein is in Kashington later this month or early in February,
(2) furnishing Epstein copies of previously issucd statements
. [ and/or press releases concerning the Assassination, and (3)
~3 | qiving consideration to requests which Epstein may make for -
other information. ’ T s L
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INFORMATION IN BUFILES:
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~ Gilnore, who is very well known toQ the Bureau, ,was
Washington Editor of the “Rcader's Digest"® ﬁngr to his being

- named Assistant Managing Editor (and subsequently Managing
Editor) at the magazine's Pleasantville, New York, hcadquarters
approximately thrce ycars ago. He and two othcr "Rcader's
Digest®” officials (John Barron and William Schulz) met with -

Dircctor Kelley in July, 1974.
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S me D e Epsteln, who was born in December, 1935, wrote a g
IR Master s Degree thesis at Cornell University dealing with’ the
P Warren Commission's findings -- which Master's Degree thesis fﬁ
Jeat was publlshed in 1966 under the title "Inquest." “Inquest®-%:.
is based in large part on interviews with members of the ..
Warren Commission and its staff which revealed that no . " -
single mcmber of the Commission heard all of the testimony “izv ~-
regarding the Kennedy Assassination and that the average SESTRRRCOL N,
member of the Commission heard 45 percent of the testimony. " -

"Inquest®™ also indicates that there was bitter disagrecement
among the Commission working staff about the credibility of -
wltnesses, about the quality of evidence compiled by Government~
agencies, and about the ultimate wording and conclusxons of - -
the Warren Report. - . R “*‘? 'f"

- *.‘_

Y

kY

- -

In 1971, Epstein wrote an artlcle for "The New ° ‘é%%
Yorker" magazine in which he refuted charges made by attorney
.|Charles Garry that 28 Black Panthers had been killed by police
‘J*n a national scheme to commit genocide against the Black Fanther
‘Party. He also argued this issue on a natxonal televx51on pro-
cram with Garry. . - ~ R
In an article entitled *Did the Press Uncover R
Watergate?® in the July, 1974, issuc of "Commentary," Epstein
~-:  wrote that "it was...becausc of the pressures put on the con-
=3 sg1rators by Judge John Sirica, the grand jury, and CongreqsionaL
e committees that the cover-up_was, upraveled® and that "it wag -
not the press which exposed Watergate, it was agencies of
government 1tse1f.
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The Kenncedy Assassinaticn has, of course, been the
subject of recent interest on the part of Congressional’ ‘
Committces, as well as Frcedom of Information Act requests.

It also is the focal point+*of continued interest on the part

of ncws media; and a book dcaling factually with the Assassination,
as wcll as the rumors and conJecLure whlch pcr51st, would rervc

a worthwhile purposc.
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_ RECOMMENDATION: . .. , e S ) e ‘.'l"\l‘i,*":.‘.’:‘ & ;g

¥ #°° * That this momorandum be returncd to the RcscwrcH'QJ' e
: .. Scction so that Mz, Gilrore_can _be telephonically advised tiv-: o . B
Sr7 T (914-769-7000 oxt. 2021) that Epstein should feel free to'“"" N
R contact us while he-is in Vashington late this month or. . . . '

R onrly nch unnth, at which time we vill be glod to conaldcr.

S e o= - ‘-.-n >, . V- . N AR - 8 "

e s

‘s

. ' WYV A e .- 2 ",- _'-.\ o " ."'-‘."..; ’ ' : Y\Q

~ - -

e mr——r e St et
e e o ATV AT b e e

,
L P N N
R~ T TRV SRt DR SR T



~ ~ el N . 1
- " R . -
o € o - T
- b /
e e e L . o
; - . s

- Campbell to Moore memo - S R
2~ 7 RE: BOOK REGARDING ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY--:

- ~ . P

. _whatever questions or requests_he may have.

testimony before the House Subcommittee on Civil and Constit-:
tional Rights, which deals with the Kennedy Assassination, -0
will be given to Epstein. @ -t Ealonove \ -
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wnatever 3o hav uring that visit,”
a copy of Deputy Associate Director Adam's October 21, 1975,. ° .
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