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et atice. ot e o Fred H e cember, 1969, ‘were- the. only
*.that police’ office hicagg of Fred Hampton and : panthers ~slain’ inr circum-
" ¢iiies murdered: 28° members Mark Clark were the 27th andl e which “equld: possibly

e Faombs oty fo) - murders ot Pantbers byl ieate police - pré-plaming,t
“of the Bl nther-Party Isipatice. SN L ‘police - pre-planning,
+ strongly challenged in a metic;} - Epstein says that Garry ulti-j Epsiel “said’ He asserts that|
- nlousty; researchied articleap- mately: produced a Jist of only. Clark  had_rconfrobted police}
" pearing in the current ' New!1% Panthers murdered and onej with. @ shelgun he previously

York magazine. . -0 Lo |of them admittedly was killed{ ad. fired- and. “that. . Hampton
. The author, Edward Jay Ep- by & merchant -during an:al was killed ‘in- a- hail -of fire di-
" stein, eotrctuded that the claim leged robbery attempt. - irected: by police into a rear!
“is. a broad exaggeration and; “Of the remaining 18, Epstein apartment bedroom.. o

tha only two Panther deaths said, only 10 Panthers actually} -~ o all ‘of- the "10° cases: to}
- “could: “possibly bave Fosultediwere shot by police under any ‘which Garry's list has been re-
frome pre-plaphed : police  ac+ cireumstances. The other. eight duced, at least some of the

tlems, - T were killed inincidents of pri<iPanthers involved werearmed

: “"Epstein - previousty wrote! vate. stool-outs, such: as ~thefand presented. a threat 1o the-

- “fnquest—The . Warren: Com- slaying' of - four - men by an- 'p@lice."jf-;xisiein writes
“ mission and the Establishment  other black militant organiza-] - “Six'of the 10 Panthers were y o
| of Truth™ a-critigue of the of-jtion n Los Angeles. . - kifled " by seriously wounded read . Epstein’s: repert: himseir,.

. _ficial investigation into the as-i.° Of ihe 10 killings by police | policemen * who ‘clearly had but” that based on s briefing
sassination: of President Ken-: Epstein found that eight could|reason  to_ believe that their by an: aide, he knew: that Ep

~medy:. S A “pot have occurred as a resultiown lives were in jeopardy. In stein - was: wrong in ‘at Teast:
In the New Yorker article,;of pre:planning by police: Theinone of these cases, moreover, two 7 examples -of the  way.
Bypstein is sharply critical -of ! eight were in situations wherelis there any pesitive evidence Panthers died.: = e
" such  publications © as - The|police were staking out apos-| to support. 2 belief that the - .Garry :spoke-- from  New

Washington Post and The: New|sible burglarly site and in oir-Iwounded policemen knew they Haven, Conn., where heis de-
York Times for publishing’the: cumstances where police: eithi{ had been shot by Black: Pan- fending Black: Panther Chair-
Panther reporis . umeritically;er ‘were called o the. sceneithers” . . S ‘man’ Bobby G." Seale in a con-
" and sometimes without attrib-iof an incltent or hat followed |, - Epstein nofes that on Dec. 9 spiracy-to-murder:. case.. The
uting them to- the man who: persons “deemed.’ suspicious.] 1969 The- Washingtor” Post  {raclimein the case-was one of
-made the original claim of {Officers were either kifled or:-stated flatly” that, “A total of those listed by Garry as mur:
“murders”--Charles *Garry, “ajwounded in several -of those!28 Panthers: have cdied - im dered by police.
San . Franeisco - attorney: whotincidents. ER ARty “Letashes. with: police sinceJan.: < "Federal. enforcement agen-:
‘represents ~ Panther: " defend-{. Hampton  and- Clark. who 1, 1968 ‘The statement was in cies " clajm:. that petween. Oct.
ants. %0 lwere shat in a police raid on|a story pieced together from: 28,°1967, and Dec. § 1963, five
Garry, ;in. December, 1960, Hampton's . apartment in De- wire dispatehess 7“0l pelice officers were killed and
S 4 I S RLURUREI ANt S o A o The New York. Times.ear- f12 wonnded by Panthers... ©
ried . similap stétementsf'ihi T e
1 news? stories.ian Dees T andi
Dec. 9. 1969; also without atiri-}
i bution .te.GarTy or any. other;
souree, Epstein reported.”
| Garry; whose  original; com-
» ment . about <728 murders
4 touched off. the stories, said
yesterday in.a telephone inter-;
Tview that - he ‘pe¥er - repres
sented the Panther figures as§
final or complete. Hesaid the!
{figures were given to him by
the ‘Par ers, who had tore<
| coristruct: the list frony past in-
cidenls. 0 g BT
- Garry said-he released-the
list - 8s: an approximatior ! §
isaid at the time there may be
more or there way beless,” e
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lt is wﬁh mxxed emotmns (c}ueﬂy envy ami
,‘chagnn} that we-eall your- attention to an’ ‘article’
2 ‘Edward Jay Epsteiu in the- ‘iebruary 13 issue

- of the New. Yorker—euvy: becanse it is a work of -

" gebunking we wish we had undertaken ourselves, -

and chagrin because, For Your Information, we

" are among those newspapers whose careless per- -
" petnation: of an untrue statemyent’ Mr. Epstein has’

o j"ng}xuy seen fit to eriticize, The statement in ques-
T -tion was apparenﬂy made in December of 1969 by
o7 Chaﬂes R.-Garry, counsel for the Black Paother
i Partyy I a week’ which saw ‘struggles between
* police and ‘Panthers.in: Chicago and ‘Los ‘Angeles;

"7 Mr. Garry was reported to have clafmed that the -
‘. two'Panthers who had died in the Clncago gunﬁre

Y22 Fred ‘Hampton-and  Mark Clark — were the:
““twenty-seventh and. twentyeighth . Panﬂxers" to,
have been. “murdered by. the police.” The assertign -
{with a more neutral formulation, such. as “k}ﬂed
by” or “died in clashes with™) was picked up by
"-the" press and by a number of public figures: i

. their comments, Attribution to’ Mr. Garry—or- auy-‘-’

. one etse—tended to vamsb. Thus, it soon became
patt of the “factual” background. of stories ‘and.
- ‘expressions of opinion. concerning. the Panthers and
- the: police that “twenty-eight'” Panthers had died
as 2 result-of armed: conflict with the police. Mr.
. Epstein demonstrates this a»sertmn to ha&e been
7 extravagantiy untrue.

The Washington Post's role in temformnv “this
misconception was twofold, involving first a sin of
commission and then # sin of emission. Ou the first

. count we did in fact fail to pwv:de any. sttribution .,
or qualifying ““reportedly” or similar’ “condifioner”:
~ in’a news story of December 9, 1969, Three days
‘befare, on the 6th of- December, we bad reported

: "‘Jay A. Miller: executive director of the ACEY
in Illinois, said it is ‘absolutely ‘imperative’ that -

77 "Chicago deaths} and that the public be given 'z *
R ,mmptele report. ... He said: 26 Panthers have '’
{”(hed. io pnlu:e sbootm,s smca Jazmary, 1963" :

",dxsputche? ‘snd’ édded on to _another such - story :

dealing with, “the Tos Angefes raid’ that had just:
oecmeé dxrect mrihuhen was dmpped.;"mus:

,Jay Mmer, mmms d:red.aro{ ‘the Ame ean
F o ChviL ‘Liberties Union; asked for  an inguiry. into’
© a2 whole range of reported Panther slaymgs A
“total-of 28 Panther membets haxe ched in c!ashes

X"T!te mm one: of them
: mgngﬂupthemam&mway—buttﬁeﬁaﬁe
ment, inexcusably, was asserted as bald fact.-

So far as our inkstained plunge into the chps

g ‘has been ab[e to mdzcate {and SO far as Mr‘ Eprstem

.credxtrnwhasdone

“ing our ‘endless resources of seli-pity and undet

“‘our own. behalf; The answer is, Now.'So as not to

-jury..The verdict takes no- time to reach: It isthat
;difﬁculty of getting | to: the bottom of 2 complmatedj :
“assertion represent’ an msuiﬁment ‘defense on:all

"Xind of error in the first place and none for failing:
“to:pursue the truth behind the phony By acts.ff In

eﬁarqu), urzt was, the one’ occasmn on which The
Post: gresented the allegation ‘as fact; rather than

" ’as someone’s version of the fact. With atiribution,

‘however, the ﬁg}ne darts'in and out of subsequent

: matenal m‘i’hePost and that brmgsus to our sin-
“of: omxsswn, wmch seems to us, at the very least,
to be-as grave: in the weeks and: ‘menths that fob

Towed, albeit with- attribution; weregrmtedtms
“charge without ever subjecting rt to scrutiny; with-.
‘out trymg to ascertain that it was true, w:thoui :
“in short. —— doing’ what Mr. Epstem,

~:You will. have wondered at what pmnt summmx
* standing of the difficulties of our trade and sen
tivity: ‘to even: _slightly " unfair cnm:ism “of  onr
‘performance; we- would choose to sob a little' i

be too embarrassing. about it, we will run through
the case for the defense quickly. We note first the
fact that we deal each day with a new ‘torrent of -
'onﬂxctmg and/or suspect assertions-(the front .

“page-on the day of this wrzt:mg ‘forexample, pre-
‘sents -a “Calley version, a ‘Stans version, a “Udall =

-yersion, and.a presidentiai version. of various facfs
‘and evenis under challerxge) “And in’ this connees =
tion we note that, by Mr. Epstein’s own account, -
Some six to eight months were required to produce
his attempt to- straighten out.of the faulty record
and that:even with time, checking.and ‘yecheeks
ing. his article is’not whelly- free -eof -misim-
presmna as: to who: said -what - when, Again,

‘we suspect that” Mr. Epstem is somewhat too dis-

~missive. in. his aititude toward: pohc&?anme: en-
couniers that have not ended in Panther deaths or
“any- deaths, But which nonetheless have occurred ~
‘ and make an important part of the backgtozmd that:

-caused. 5o much anxiety over the Chicago and Los

" the facts be explored promptly [concerning the ;_‘,}.;_Angeles encounters and their meaning and effect.

Borrowing a page from: the  Vice' Pr:esndent’s book,
we go on fo observe that many of the quotations®
from: The Post were cited in a-way that made them -

,sound more eulpable  than ‘they -were; F‘maﬂy'

‘we would invoke the ease with which a busy, pres: -

sured ‘deskman, could ‘have  produced that usat-_
tributed quotatmn in an amalgam e{ dispatches?o :
cember 9th. : s
Having thus: fﬂncmmed as: cormse! for’ ttxe prosg
cntion ‘and the defénse in our own:case, We Jmight -
as well” complete the process by ‘weighing in as+.

ptess*of business, a slip of the hand and’

‘counts. There is no adequate excuse for makmg ﬁns

.shott,-we find’ aurselves guilty ‘and
reservations . comcerning  Mr.- .Epstein’s” pre

tion” of his ease: and. his manner of quotmg——-we
commend lum for hxs etfort to set the record
stmght .




