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" not to - worry sbout him or the federal asthority? Or any uere than the Fil's own raida? -
. Let me mention but fwo. They An{tiated the pre-dmwm tactic L Chicago, and the Jocal - .
" ‘reporting of what they did to the Panther office is &

most Establishment oriented. And looldny for one black man

who later turned out. to:

ac PEI informent by swe ring in a half-dozen cities, simul tanectisly, thet they hiéd Teescn

, "a perfoct duplicate of the hrom-
~ shirts. They made & total wreck of it, d Ilshing tiles, nimompba,utc..aﬂm B
_ taking the breeXfasi-fund money. I hesrd the reporting of Chicago readic stations, the o

teln found so expedient to ignors, XXX with all the syece ho gives the .

to be,ieve he was in the Black Paather office these 415 order to get a warreat {and apply -

the overtones to their representations to the courts to get bugsing pumasion).

Alse wissing, as 1% should not be in sny honest reparting, purticularly siththis -

much space, iz a single quotation from a single onu of the many organdzations of 7
black police on both the mimrepresentation by Kpetein or the broader and surious issus, T
that of r«pression. Is not the fact that bhlack police felt they required thair ovm -
organizations & sufficient index of the feelings of black police about vhat all police
were dojng to blacka? ' : e . . o

I just notice another things: where do you thing Bpstein got all those direct quotes
of all those police broasdcants, som: three years old? Do you thimk he listened to thoee
thousands and thousands of hours of tapes, er that he transcribed them, or that there

wore made avnilable to Wim? Here and in similar quetes, he employs the currently etahdard .

federal semantics, of the endless repetition of the specific that is irrelevent aad that
is designed to give an aura of fine detall, endless Tact, and precise information, &s
what cars responded to what calls. Over and over he has the pumber of the police cars. -
I think you can measnure the effect of this upon you, especially if you stop to thimk of
what is Dot in thu piece that could bave besn used in this same space. ¢ is » prope—
@mmqmumwuchihinwm&,tm.; T - BEE

- Aaides nfter interruptiea: I am not anti-police, not mti,—-l"BI.;I worked with the

FEI when you wers & bayy and recently I gave them, without inventorying it or examination

on return, a three-inchGthick files of materials I obtained from inzide an extremist
group. I work with other police regularly, aml recently I turmed ovir to ons police
depariment an inside inforsant they very much wanted, which was not easy to do and
required his advance consent. Ror are all white police or all whitw federul agents
hapoy with either the situation we here discuss or wbat more interests ne in my own
work, which is elliptical by design. 1f you have furthsr interest, I will tell you in
person. There are som: who truat me. ) ' '

Is it possible that in al} thees quotations of what is pretended to be an exhaustive
personal investigation, there was not a gingle sericus adverse eriticism of any police?



nlythasethatmnﬁetosmrﬂionlouaorﬁmtmﬁmbymmrmme&
t?aymmmmd. bracketed igeins what is sade to seen dependable? Was there, in this -
great investigation, no respipsible whit who hed aoy reascoable criticiss of the
pixx® yolice anywhere? Bo establizhed black leader or spokssmen? Heed I remdnd you af
- what the Hiack fedsral attorney in Ssaframcisco said om getting out? Be evea ridiculas =~
Yoldberg et al, and that by taking them and their aborted "investigation™ out of conmi:.
The extrema to which thix = is carried has & parallel in jolice—Panther ywotations, as
on.p. 69 near the bottom, After crediting wha = the police bad to say ami supplied, and
at sote lengthm hx coucludes this case, "The only witness es tao the ahuuting were those
wlmmk;nﬂmit.ammathzqmsticnofwtmshotfimtwbaagwtommbt-;_
'uﬁwn@mmimleﬁmemtkmmwutwammbmtm
the vacik would séusi to suggest that the police wers aiproeched from bepiund.” That this
sould glso seem to suggest other things is msm minor. Is there any case iu which he bas
not been wiliing to &ake the word of the police, who in esch case ware "participents™?
Even inCalifornia and Chicag:, and even after thi grand-jury investigation in Chicago?
{One or th: botteér cmses of nvedless and propagrndist use of the apecific that is not
esaen:lﬂmmummnwummxtmmxtm) : .

S In all ef thia attribution of tlmima&iate cause of the guoted statemv.ts by
black leuders about efficisl caum; ai@s ‘could he honestly have igrared any. ra:‘emcs
to “goverhs writings, statements, reports end vestimony, al¥ Tocused on and agulast
thaPandwrs. al.;callmg &mmmstme&ammwgemuam mnlthmt"

S jmatbm: CWﬂu on h;oatain. to ﬁo vhat is today &omx o pmmtu mting, yot! will
pot find him dsing <bat cthers do, what ¥ in particular have doner ami that is ,
aubejct himoelf to hostile questicning. The press  does the Job for hin, HBs sits bmck in
tiis ivory tower. By buptiss, for exwsplée, was the stacked diek of Long fohn Bubel,
Victor Lasid and Kirin U'lougherty, Buclelyy's right-kand man, ani three more unin-
hibiteu or more irresponsivle of the radicasl right I melther went to imagine mor mewst,
- OFf courdi, thig could be bucause h: finds it unpleasant, but others also do, amt it ia
the prevailing custom, especially among serious writers, who thuo resch a vastly xixgmrx
sudience witn their facts and belie{s than can be touched by their printed words. I
suggest this is Lecuuse Bpstein can t stand critical examination, and < know he had
rerusec it when it wus begged of hik. I was there.

aAttuck vz the Tines, p/ 48,”...that the churge of a™nationsl conspirscy” against
tha Penthers "has been echoed by more moderate civil-rights leaders”, inother case
of what I referred to above, he is defending any sati-black rppression. I think most
“of those who could be demcribed as he does in the interruption of thé quote said more
then agninat the Panthers®. As a matter of fact, the question to wiich Miichell

on CBS was broadsr, Here I suggest that with all he has to do bealden being

Attorney Ceneral of the “nited States, it 1s not in the normal cowme of things for
any Attomey Genural to bemmmhdawilinfqmdofm@.wmmm thdnles is
in the resesarch stage.

Sme page, it is true that praoﬁ.m}.ynoinaepandmt checkingm done, Wt I wake v
make two cumments, It was not "“arry's story " but thai of the Panthars, and one ’
of the ressons there scemed to be no need for independent chec:ing is that there is
no secret about police brutalities and excvases sgeinst minorities, and watil he inflated
it beyond reason, the precise mumber was not sigaificent in the face of the uncrobirsdicta
able fact that there had besn police “murdern®.

Un 51 he equates as the getting of the facts straight, only the mumber as s mesn
means assessing “thexidee #f & deliberste palice campaign agminst the Panthers®.
The "facts” by which this 12 messured is not and camnet be only by the mumber of surders
or claimed murders—or even if there were no surderms. It is ancther esmple of what I
believe his reul purpose is, de’ense of the nationa} sdministration’s policy ana of



~ the Tixws wmong papers, and Tise-Life. Bo others to guota in idestically the context you

- half-dogen different cities frou coast to comst thmt Sems was then in local Black Penther
‘offices. “n tida case, 52, taxe his quotes of libersls out ol the false context of the-
- mmbe: of murders aod puT it in the proper context and soikc youselfl if there is anything

~ -~ Jupoesible for black revolutionaries to got s fair trial, today, anywhere. Sesd T-

~sulficlenily confirmed ‘and muchk to the credit of tha Post), that he was. framed? You .
“E&gow 1am jo smore ids partisan thau tha Post, but is that any more the fssue wvith your = - o
" paper than with we? Zou also imow what I told you + believe the rest of thy wtary, when Con

Fronioe | gmamisisy W04 WELIST NOOK! LOGHY LI DEXRL™ o these, cspu:anyths i’cwtm e

you ani the Times are? I this orly calucidence that bw 0 perf Tectlyparallels’ Agnew 77

Alex Sackley casel: I do not recall, but I don't think he reports that Soms was
an PBI informent. This i thc guy for whes they wwore ou t & simultensous warrants in a

bete nuir of those Ppatein defends, ¥illism loans Colfin, who gsaid what I agree with,

ihet Wil of share the blame for the sxce:sses, You will find in ay own writing the = -

Tepetitiin of the plumse, “ths crime of silence”. I do not 8eek to escape my responsibility
for &y péart ik £t in the pant, It is homest to assume it. ¥y ridicule “libheral™

reaind you uf oy own correct fo ecast in. the Rap browu case? Bas it not already been -

and if ultimetely disclosed, will show, su?l of the FHI. How remerikable the coincidence

between Epstein's defense wng thls Brown revelation of fraceup, :
I've tuken wore time than I anould but I dog t want the countiry to burm, asd this

this iind of thdug, 1€ it gots no wers aitention Thak it alrealy bas, is fule for =

the fire. Puge 6, is it put straight, with no omissions, that Hoberson had surgery -

‘La one hospital wnd gevern wesk luter died of an iliness form which wost recover without -

great difficulty i4 asother, sspeciaily, if one would indulge a weeming paranoia, when
how that disease is or can bx traosuisbad is considered (I can't give blood any mere
because . tad it and for a uonth hud Laproper medical treatment for it, but I recovered,
H‘i:h‘:’.z; nospl telization~ani I wonder to how many I tried to nelp I gave it with ny
blood? J? 7 - -

“otics bow out-of—context the dutton case im, Without knowing what he has written,
I tald you he ami the others were erugaged in trying to cool the black commmity thet
was runnify amoi ian the afte wath of i sing asgassination. idere he given the date
without orientetiou~ two days after the King assassination. Jo yuu suppose that 17 they
were engaged in enflaming the blicks, they'd have wl) been in a house for the police
to besiuge? and in this case, sre tlere pose but "police withesses" or the ridiculed
Panther version? Ky own sources were whites, concerned whites. (p. 664. *...at least o
Eslf & dosen policesen epened fire..." Bo more, when he has al) this detail, like car
nuabers, direct quotes of three—year—ald police broatcusts? Are 100 not "at leant x R
half dozen™? Do mot the police adcount for pvery tisw they fire a eingle shot? ’

al11ly whes there is & death? Even the quate from whai must today be regsrded ay ,

& dublous source after the simllar one in Chicago, "that the police had 'scted lewnaly'”,
shooting Hutton in the beliaf hs was trying to escape”, Latar, ever this vhore can't hold
that. With 4l t o cops there, the mén having surrendered and being without arms fa
their haxis? e 5 :

the beglaming of the nuxt cass hangs on wiat he will not consider from the
otler side, police “reports”. Do you Auppoue that the detall and tiw quotes that fodlow
ean be the result of his lavestigation, so far from where he lives and works?

¥ith the clisats in a1l hlack cousunities toduy, with tiw means by wideh potice



g el

“indspentent witbesses” 1s 2 wite of editorislizing that in context is but oms of the

"maysignsmisizmtmb‘mﬁalwtiﬂhg. _ R
93 63, 1s tne quote at the nt of Wis case artributed to tng Lawyer whose credentials

@s & lide al and civil-liberiurisn im horest cotte:t? Ic he doing more than citing the
aeaning of the lsw? Hgre it is used to Geke 1% seaw ux though he ig saying more, + vexy

much doubt it, not with those credentials snd Mz beiny s lauyer, and doer mot T Lo

“hroughout 411 of this, too, Whatever any cops says is m.homtically emiitod, and

11 L0 cuse 1s thers any faficetion thut anf of the cited poliew Teports mammbjocteé

to eny serytiny or cross-exsw ktion, I & sot sgying that thnymmngm: that ey

have o Y wruug, but it 1s herdly impartial *riting tu taie all of them sx literal fact .

824 to dispute sad ridienle everything ever daid by iyune criticiizing ar &issgreeinz,
and in almost &1l cases limdting thal Lo btaathers, Here again, th rresentaticn of an

Yingusst Bupy® after “ficags as hot. subiset tg questlor or errer ia dubious mt. bast.
Yy - .

"Justifiable homicide®iers a4y be 0o more thun in San ¥rancisce, where Huttom was Without

- ar®s sad has surrendered whem ho was ki #d, or in Chicazo, where there is not ressonable
©doubt of giiher mirder wur vromedd Wation, iou ought read it grandsiury- repert, and that
CURECUL: contexd oy Rk VESRY speoyal problums they confroited, or avidaing inffoting any s

Police ano would thea scream sbout federal involvement or inspiration. Un lriago, a
digresain: Lhere is o deubs of “the sufficiancy of evidenoce to warrant indictment,
perticularls not for Derdury. The stupldity of the Panthers gave thex thedr out. They
refused to tesiify, &% fiygt thus wizht hwve seen Jusiified on tha basis of foar, with
Tramed State cliacges penedng, i set bedere b eno, anu it was stupid., Thia gave
Authority the "eutl” i1 nweded. sut Paiuther testimony was not Frerequisite for any
indfctaent, ou the sclf-evident poriury or the sore sericus charges posmible. ‘Epstein's
bandiing of Cidongn s dishraeat and very, very understuted wiile contrived to apoear
83 real riticism, <t awousts to defene, , e A "

: His handling or that begins dubiously, Suying it ig whut promutes Garry's pelief
ther: wag  (his "paitem, getocide” beingonly une slement in thet pattern, the others
&l1 uvéided Ly Eystein. Low about “osver's owa record and pronouncemcnts, the entire

FBI and IJ record in the south alone, and in the face of long-etanding police brutalities
in minority ureas? Thig dlen'y all start with Humpton., It ia subtle, clever propagsnds.

Une of ithe mearetutsinents that ia really dishonest while bretending othersipe,
PrRgeated end by you talen ks serious, digprssionate criticism of the police is gt the
top oU 73. Lore he avoids czlliing these premeditated murders as mora than “destha®
atd suys there ey e varying dugrees off uncortainties abous the others, but of these, "
thay Thnquestionsbly resul ted froz a belfverately planned ruid on & Mack Penther
hésdquariers”. s uses “dslidertaley® hera with aicill. Why use such a word to describe
4 raid with a warrant, except to cosnote that the worst that can be said is that &

"radi* was "deliberatsly planned"? ¥hat other kind of rais isg there, unplanned after

a Warruni, oot deliberate with official orders to do it? Thus he gots arousd what xy

iz anavoidable in any ascessnint of the independent or aven the federal grand—jury
record, (hat murder was thw Plan. Do you know that the uncontradieted—the admigted
avidence iz tha the. police could have radded thit pad when thay inew nobody wes there
end, With thedir war-snt, huvs gotten the weupons? Why do you think they didn't do it when
they kuew the place was oty 1 t eir purpose was ﬁ)«@etﬂwmponashdmmn??hy
that halimark of the authoritarian states, the Jusi-before-dawn raid? Ia the real reason
for this tims thut given 2/3 of tiw way downt,” to achieve the meximuos surprice and
mindmm potential for eigtborhood Interfersnce™, when they knew evervone would he there
thore ana ahlesp whereas they mimitiad tiey sould have conducied the raid when they alac
knew nobody was there?and alth the woetd utquestionusble record of what they thon di1d?

R




If it 13 true to say, “there sre markedly different versions of what Bapiensd b
snd (€4t persmades those who, properly and mwmum%m “perty

to give even a little credikility to what cannct be credited coming from ell Jocal =

authority, ineluding but mot restricted to the police, snd lsaning o your paper just
a bit. L suggest that the Fost hng been singled gut, and that its wmiaiﬁlspmlic e
azomiring is not as mwh a surprise as those benind this writing could be expoctes to .

expect. The. "plice version” is hardly reflected here At all, por ig T e -
mamufnoture and mbltce display of entirely falad wvidonce, at sewe public cost. and S
while he beping by saying accordag to Gorth, by tiw time hs gats ﬂmg*a»li;ttl«'iiti cpears

to the reader that it is fact that Groth called for a ctase fire s "muber” of times,. S
¥ith only cops firing? Then be go22 into-“the Pather version, as it was reported in o
the Washington Pbat"™. Why not as it wss Teported in the grand-Jary report, or by te 0
Department of Jurtacs, or ary of the local sourcen? Hoke tut wes guoted Irom the fost

is iz no single word a dirwet quote and could huve heen quoted from almcet amy wuplifc R
peurce, prinied or electronic, in the country, if not the civilized worid, I tiink your = =
~ people should thing of this iun particular, fo' I think they were had, and that Kpstein T

- was thy afficial aeans of having wou.

the police Yy
hiding what they 4id. Wimt the "additional balltistics evidence uncoverwd by the FBI*
Iwally save, 1f vou resd oven the grsnd-jury mport version Prepered by W, 48 that -
long after the moljce and thw Panthers wank over the browises, the ¥3I found, aié here
I'm depencingoh recllection, ohout as puch more baiXistics evidnre 1. the forms of
recoversd tullets, ete., ar hal heen rotten befom: thes. ¥hat does that say of the
lice inveatigetion, smd in context, why Bde 1% froe the sesder, #avi-frow ibose he .
hoped would spordes aloud? And, dd you know that a rather lorze acount of what WS :
fir«d by the police came not from tauir issue wespons dbut from whan thuy owned privately,
the kinis of wexpons ordibgerily not wanted, lsive alone noeded, for s Mmock-of-the Goor
Taid, like rifles. ioookx ¥ispalize using them Tast, inside, in the dsrk, in swsll
rooms, and you'll ser my point. Automati¢ shorguns-if mot postols wre the tings for
such pirroses, affer what the cops didn t sven heve, tiar gas, if there was any
resigtance, and there is no eredible evidence there was any. ,

Th:bi‘l** fﬂf&lmfefi by & real cutie thax 1n context ia &'Vﬂéfém :y?‘

Here again I am depending on recoliection, but that allaged deer alug wes, I aw
pretly certain, not recovered. If £t was, it was mot wntil Yong sfter -the police hud-
the wespon and axple epportumity to plant it and the empty casing. To say "consistent
with” iz ballistics evidence is mo more thsn e trodk to evold admltiing there is no
proof. Cousider how memy of sech king of sbotyun is made, each rifls witk me many
lands and groowes. Ballistics is a sretty precise science, emi the sarvings by weapoms

on projectiles is es unique as fingervrints, T -

Of all the reportiog in that lengthy grabd-jurt report, the lengthy representation Lox
beginning on 75 is hardly representative. It argues against the Panthers sad for the
cope, xhich iz herdly the thrust or the wording of that report. The accounts of how tho

victins were is hardly fuithful. ¥hen you consider that from the palice 1t merus tigt

this bhattls in which at most only ope shot of any kind ceme from angensother s the

police and Lasted 12 sdmutes, bow cam it b explaioed that Haspten wa iiled in bed,

laving down on Wis bucky Is that the way tils kind of man dies im a 12-minute Batile,

even 1f the first shot wakensd him _and the forst ceuld mot bave jit Wim)? So, this

Hllar of integrity in writing says, biding this, only that "Hemotan was rot Tatally

ahot while be wgs ‘drugged’ or bWy & polimstamﬁngmrbhﬁtham‘lgmu,

Az the Ponthers have claimed {mwmm"ﬁxdmamammcﬁwﬂ

But by a bullet fired by a police officer in the living room which had pussed throuh

two interveming walls at thx tize oo Penthers were firimy 4t the police”, I emplizsive that



¢ wmy, op. withur sifls, sdoress " ; '
" apd T murpeot that most, like you, didn't understsnd what hewas saying aasd dolng ut

at mont lmw 1';5rmt of tm shooting, mme 1in mors man u':m,' is m
slleged agalnst the Panthsrs snd 1 belisvs that is without subatentisl proof so you SR
cnn evaluste this soewing honesty at the end of the gquote, widch really defends the police

‘;elicebyinf&:ixstbsﬂuum&ﬂm&nﬁngm“&tﬁq* that any gther than the police .

wers firing. Thealr oun injuries were self-inflicted. 5
| hod preciss a3 55 the sclenes of ballistics, uhwa be says the fatal missle vas
recovarsd, 20 staitement of its arigin? AP SR e e

It 15 hive, after tris dishonesty, tiat be begins o conclue, as I eurlier eupbasised, g

not in tivms of the pumber attributed to Carry, the ostensible purpose of this long
Tatudy”, but &8 “pert of & mationglly cocrdinated patierm®, Ho thes, in the sume

paTegroul, defines fids for the kusty Tewder to nead only "teo kil MMW!’G". ,l

- knd, careful to woT all guotavions ef what the uanamed officisis of the Hixon
sdmizd s tration seld, he leans on the Timss sguin, guoking what taken by itself is
hard not to ballmve aven if one dess Aot Belisve it 36 have been proven, that these
stptertns hed "t lesst contribuisd to a climate of opinic i rakaa i 15

wronz losal polics-...\Umasion in Epstein} thet m virtual open season has been

* " declaved on 4hs Panthrrn which sesas historizally imacourate”.. That *inecouracy” ought .
“be laid alongmide what “oover alone had daid. The rest srae de trop, Wit they mre-wleo

sonaistent, There is mowhére in this article acythirg tha can be cited to im amy - -
dress this Blieged historical “inaccurscy“. He simpiy says it,
wore fmpressed by bis addressiog of nusbers of dead oaly. Bven io hls disbonesl way, be
presents no avifence on guything else. Stop ani think er this for a-wmomclit.

At the botiom thers 1s another cutie which ip presented as meaniag @il Thie
evitence and iz mot trathiul, "According to ALL e svidenmce thal is aveilablecise”

Bven when, as on tis lent pagy, b admts there may have been kalilngs, be cites

two cases and gives but two names, where there were three. There were Hution and -

P

Hempton, &z he acikoaluedges, Lot Gaere was also Ulark, and by Wis afinition tiis means
e was wems by halfsx , or thal e omitted /3. ' :

In thinik in 7y own sajor intersst, inevitatly Ipstein aay v of more interest.
Bis caresr is too consistent, his writing too closely muits the pruposes, in its moat
1inited mense, of the P51, and I remind you again of #itebell on UB3, of which 1 teld you
and interpoeted for you Rufgre I saw this article. Tnis is thw “libersl” who Toonsed so
fishonestly on ¥arren and other “liberals” and, ia context, defended the FEI's work, -
which is the lmst thing than cen holestly be dose in any Bonsst assessmout of e -
Warren Comaisnion's work. 1 think you luo« how this can 9% documented, 11 long sfter
tho last cow is home. Ur chicken has rossted. Abd for tida tne Basuers libwral ,
intellectnal comsumity took lia to hiar:s, amde a scholaxr wnd & rich young man out of thi
whore, and in the neme of rdefending” Warren? Orwell ie more rational! . - :

Parifcularly 8 I regret the weli-intenticned sditoriul whaso honesty of pirposs
1 do not for a mimue: doudt. For the Post is mow p,rt of what say yex o the

orantry, of snother while asmault on everything bl-cg, Tor still suother black Trastration \

ahout which no Yiaok is able o do exythiag, thas contributing o the elsck fweling of
fatility. T think we'li ind selectecas for this editorisl used for a jong wiwe, and

I don't thisk as it intended o bs used. Wuit until there is abook enlarging un
tirds!. . AT some ek I hoee the press will sscape their Agnewistic self-caging
and when 1t does evaluate its won euortooaing, which are {nevitasie and ocun't be avpided
avoided in say rusk reporting, 1t will do so in a way and on & subject that $a othar
than wseful for official, propegands, other tum fusling & f1ire in wixich ¥» muy all be
consumed. Oiks they didn t: for exanple, e their advance inowiedge ot the Bay of

Pigs, with all the potential that hag. “co hastily, liarold Welsberg

g



