o
i
%
:

PSR

8/10/T1

g

.wm: mmmme;mmmmmm
5 Pow Lerbermg ‘;Lmiz.z ; ’asuw Tl st i._

S o Tme Zmedoke Prmprse ol Gds 1a%tor (te pou 3’% the & J.m in Bhaces of Suiie
Plagallation?) Ls %0 exmvlate the tuo wnclone. dooes Fron S smz.m PaneIm

CTou 21 res 1 *oled & long Yalk or telks soomt e Ypetuin wdoow uﬂiﬂ.‘x
I Szrowivad as ’;z:i:':lw,% w*:*f ed B potpesends. tutended B rost Soe veasiions lie s
Powe?y and qsszzfm b %éssmlﬁaam byaiemne mmtwm%mm;, et

£t s,
5 HE S it
- A e

mze I3k 8014wl wint % hed Taarmed in the By arem mmm
wm B o mﬁ‘ .1%:3. '

T
,.iu ogs

o b1 was ther wzﬁ. T e i i%m;f’za* Butaitn, L e;%—'
T gl zz.}:: af%er w1l his aw pr Hegmay o nay net heve baen
mws - ﬂv{ﬂﬁmwﬁl sepls ﬁmv mgm:m, aw the g’tmaa gf

P

e R g mga& Wzﬂw dvr’uw mw?& m’rm tm

" ke Kng

: *3. Cibier, b oaikt
L in 3WF oo mey VasElioton s Bee 11

i Mng avkion, Therc wa: Tistle 2 A

Filasnt I oak asesioss of iw Loy :M Lhay

2 TP e e

GRURL Gl AT

Poaarny 3 o oat i

: 1Lm: LIS EN fm Tookbare wy at i bowes. afte

v B he mrenior, i
Lese A ma,;:gi;a. ¥oeoee all wamsd, ¥ oehne ayobed »n.."’ﬁ!
wwite be u Epvdscstadiog ov fenling
2lat wmving sooniidor 1 bendod as g whib

% SAng,

'uv'«';ﬁf:? meldaes of offindsl sagrreesion of $us

AR s conosrmed sits s FEECG 0 Covmmpt

flg frans zaa:ﬁs%y ann ity i, Yet instend of sauing

: luyurs yeeribls, ené 4t 1o a winlation of the onmsms, it Enerelly

z;:"v' naese Lnuiy cererrs {vig Hemphie, ohare m‘é:t: Freatmitors fo addataly bocane Juden;,
Wlny bask 45 Yhe larem Fape TRAEE, thm has alse beeg $1%lsenl,

B ¥ e R R Y2 S e &Juﬂ,ﬁx‘,ag L e vt to mm&m 2% the vimes, or fre : xm“fmy B
¥olf?, :@ whaw 179 golnd hdw % eend & Oopy of my 1uiter end of the enol wmre, ny 5/66
ims:‘wr = Foldt, “hen at the Post. Y iink the eanot 1s obvices and porhens siill ‘
1tha &m....ﬁsﬁ““*n{; furtber {ron Juriy en hkis al cgations of Whrsats % frase Adn ,
by b Fil. Lf'we acdesd pim ?:xga%&ma ettty Peon hin WAIRGS® v o koep n !
Glary, e iz Maning tg Sy sl ema Jaxrm a&ma:a% :
£ 4



. o L 5

R

Former Policeman

By Charles Howe

After three years a se-
ciet witness to the death
&t Bobby Huiton, 17-year-
oid Black Panther killed in
a hail of police bullets in
Oakland, has swrfaced.

The. witness is Gwynne
Peirsoi. a black former Oak-
land policeman with 22 years
service. He was.on the scene
of the zunfight in West Oak-
land on april. 6, 1963, when
Huiton died.

Several weeks after the
killing, Peirson told The
Chronicle in a coniidential in-
terview:

“Bobby Hutton didn’t have
fo die. Tie thing just Zotout
of contvol.”

ANGNYMITY

Peirson asked for — and
gat—anonymity from The

Cironicle. His version of the
afiair was published on May
21 1963, but he was not iden-
dat that tiee

fe official version of the .
ient. trigoered when El-
e Cleaver and a carload |
ners opened fue on

wud pobcemen, has |
it that the woarmed Hutton

was Kilied while.irying toes- .
cape aiter officers took him |
into custody.

But Peirson confideniiutiy
teid The Clironicie shortly
afler Hutton's death that
“Hutlon was waiking with
Lis hands in the air . . . he

stuibled and browuqghit his,StS an . ;
i The Chronicle. suid.he never

factwally saw whe shot Hutton

hands down . . . there was a
series of shots . . .7

THESIS :

Peivson surfaced yesterday ;

anwer pubiishing his acenunt

af the killing in a master's

thesis submitted w the

¥

3

Schiool of Criminelozgy at the
University of California at

And he said he gave his
version of the affair shortly
afler it happened to investi-
gators from the Alameda
county district attorney’s of-
fice.

A second witness to the
Kiling — who must still re-
main anonymeous — alse talk-
<«d to The Chronicle shortly
aiter Peirson did.

The version of the affair

this witness gave — a ver-
siont also submiited to inves-
tigators — goes further than
Peirson's in accusing police
of misconduct.

This version was also sub-

mitied to investigators.

But in the final report that
went to tire Grand Jwry, nei-
ther version appeared. In-
stead. there was the testimo-
ny of five policemen, three of
whom said they fired on Hut-
fon.

COUNTY

Spokesmen for Alameda
county said they had no im-
mediate comment on the

; Peirson allegationsyester-
! day.

Pierson, now a lecturer
and training director at the
Departinent of Administra-
tion of Justice at the Univer-
sily of Missouri in St. Louts,

'reatfirmed his version of the
Cshooling vesterdav in a tele-

phaie interview.

He confirmed that  afier
submitting his report of the
Hutten Kidiing ke *“was ha-
rassed” by brother efficers.
“I was blavibalied and there
were allegations T was not
doing my job weil.”

RETIRE

Peivson retived lust year |
with a Kiee injury and heis !

on a disability pension.

Peirson. in his T-page the- !

sis and in hus interview with

“hecause he was surrounded
by policeruen.”

ifowever, the sccond wif-

ness who qso guve investigu- |
tors a recport on the afiair, |

did have a grandstand view

of the atfair.

This version, aiso pun-
lished in the May 21, 1968,
Chronicle article. said:

“Bobby Hutton was kicked
by a policeman. stumbled,
and then a panicky officer
fired a pistol bullet into his
itead.

“Qther police . . . lost their
heads and within the space of
a few seconds pumped four
more bullets into Hutten's
falling body.”

S£. CHROWiCte  4[i9/57 53
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New Version of

Hutton Slayin 18

By Dester Waugh

Turee vears atter the fatal  was siot whnle trving to es- |
| cape.

shuoiing  of Black Panizer’

"Party Treasurer Bobby Hut-
Cton by Oaklund poice. anew
version of what happened the |
might of April 6. 1963, has'

come 1o Iight.
Lwvme Peirsun. g bly

n
Oakland police officer |

pr

1sent auru the !

. Pm*nu‘ -police slootout. now

Hutton was kiiled not
~eiitse he broke and ran but ;
because police “‘var out or
coniraf

Tixe Incidcu: WIHCE ue-

n Lumer King's assassing-
H Wus @ urning peint in
Panther Party afiais.
4 to the figit o Alglers
e purtyspreminent

_uumsier of information. Ei-

Cieaver. who faced

ccharges of paroie violation

amd other charses arising

i the tizng.

The Atameds FOTIAY
Grand Jury. which ruied the

“police action lawtul. heard

five police witnesseswho
said the 17 vear old Huton

> weekend of Ja- .

i

Peirson was nol asked to ¢

testify.

Other versiuns by police

witnesses were hinted af the |
time but never surfaced. Ci-!
vilian witgesses, including

reporters, were not alloweq
near iie area during the bai-

‘e and itz immediate afier-
math, and consequentiy the |
| circwmstances of Hutron's'

~—Turn s Page 20, Col, §

—Irom Page |

death remain something of a
mystery.

Court cases presented
against six of the eight Pan-
thers arrested that night
have fovused on the assaalt
oin two pulice oificers which
set off the che of events
that ended in Huitan's Lil-
gy, The muanner of Huttan's
death wus ruled immaterial
o these Preceedings, Peirson
was never called as a wit-
ness, either by defense or
prosecution.

Peirson, 19, quit the Oak-
land force last year atter 22
years of service. He has writ-
ten ahout the incident three
vears later in his eruninolo-
gy master's thesis for the
University of California.

He saidofficers sturted
Ushoving” Eldridge Cleaver
and Hutton as they surren-
dered and emerged from the
hasement of a house on 28th
Street in West Oakland,
where they had tuken refuge
after the shooting of two
Oakland officers.

Peirson told The Examiner

that the police were “all
werked up for various rea-
sons. They were getting
ready o do almost any-
thing."” .

In his thesis, he wrote that
“because of the physical con-
tact between Hutton aad the
officers, and aiso because
Hutton was walking with his
hands in the amr 2t the time,
he stembled white walking
and brought his hands down,
When his hands came down
there was a series of six to
mne shots and Bobby Hutton

n an interview,
said hp diddn’t “think it wue
n: wder. U5 just that the
way complelely out

v ool
They hud heen firiy
tor halt an hour, never n'map
iny where von are s ¢
— ab feast I didn' see anv-
thing to shoot at. In the end.
they didn’t have any contral
ever what happened.”
Aervoss Streeg

1

Peirson satd he was stand-
ing across the sireet from
the house, hehind a telephone
pole. Near him an Fmery-
ville policeman who had
vonte to help was kneeling
helund a car, pumning off
vounds from a 12 siuge shot-
Gy,

“He shot up a viole box of
shotgun shells, and [ dow’t

v what he wus shooting
al. But he shot up the bo.s.
and when he was {inishe he
sot up and lef.”

Peirson’s testimony ditfors
from testimony siven ty the
Grand Jury two weeks after




iy

%

the shooting by five other po-
, Hee officers,
sard thev shot at Hutton,
- The gfficer
¢ standing  closer
. than Peirson wa
Grand Jury basice
same stury.

They said Clesver and Hut-
ton emerged from the base-
ment and, accompanied by
several officers who had
gone down a walkway beside
the house to et to them,
came fo the jront of the
house.

Thelr testimony
o:e or more of the froun —
suspects and '
fn the ground,

<o Hutfon
wid the
iy the

teured

w Huttg
Crunmag posi-

cors aoreed they sa
come up i i

tion"
Satton :ua ;.i‘nm: eight or

' ac w*’d«

to one u“v er. 'lhu offi-

thrce of whom !

s, who were'

'

cers :aid thoy heard other |
(policemen yelling, “Look out! ]

1e's runmn

fying offi r.
shots, i

avound and
from his se
Hiutl Wi
{ive
o runm 1Y
Cthe sidewallk
Not Seen
Anviper said La
“carbine slung over my
wiulder and [iust broushris
teht around, and I wus st
“inosort of a creuchued posi-
ction, and 1 fived.
fetimes:
Peirson recewed a disaimli-
v oretirement fram the O
land force last year. He said
he had passed the promoation-
al exam for sergesnt more
than once. Although placed
fon the eligibility list, he was
‘not premoeted while others

st

hij

i~

1
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Ha sow works as « leclurer
Pand
Unniversity of Mi
| nunoiogy e

training (Lrectuc af the‘

"
3
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GWYNNE PEIRSON

Never was called

s Altorney Lowel

Peirson wrote in his thesis
that he stated to a team of
pelice and district attorney’s
investigators that Hufton did
not make any attempt toes-
cape hefere being shot.

“Approximately a moenth
later selectied statements
were submitted fo the Grand
Jury. In addition, several of-

ficers were called {o testify |

hefore that Jury. As aresult
af the statements and the tes-
timony . .. the jury found
that Bobby Hutton was xilled
while trying o escape and
that therefors his death was
‘justitiable homicide " "
Peirson wmte that he was
not called testify, that iis

s-afemonz wirs w‘l seen by |

the Grand Jiry, and that in
fact his stalement taken
down by 4

Alumeda Coun
Jensen said

tenorapher, was !
‘never transerihed from short-
¢ hand, :

ty District |

hie conld not muake any com- .

ment a3 to why Peirson's

{views were excluded. :
Peirson told The Examiner

that when his opinion be-

came known 0 ether ofli-

sed m Oaxdand. He has

land force in

C 1947 as a patrolman. .
He worked 11 vears in the .

pit

“pressure’’ was exected .
son was horn and.
:1wo sons, aged 12 and 2. He |

Sioined the Oak!l

ol division and 1@ years:
a homicide investigator. :



