Hiiquan] » 15raBekie F4088 tHRVheN s\ FNFRAYHARGR ines 6/3) of Epsteints Television and the News
Epsetink is broadening his range of official services. He had advanced from Mitchell and the
DI and FBI to Agnew and the entire White House, His finkey conclusions are those of the White-
heads. If I am correct in thinking this hook represents another form of an earlier work, then
it may be he was Nixon/Agnew/Whitehead's advance man, In any event, those things to which, of
all the things in the world to which he could devote himself, just happen to coincide with
officdal interests and his and official view just happen to coincide, Which is cart and which
horse (jackass?) is not that material, He is their boys Politically he secms more and more &
Nixonian Mitchellisti, If he finds most fault with the reporters not the oemers or management
he is following a line not based on actuality. HW 6/10/73
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" -By HERBERT J. GANS=:"

. Americans mow get most:
of -~ their- national and inter-.
—-national-—news— from—*televi--
sion, but of the thousands of
;qawswurthy events taking place -
in the world every day, only:
- a-handful” can be shown on.
“a- half-hour program. How TV:
- joirnalists select what is-to be-
:shown -thus. determines ~what.-
-t.he: “public; learns,. and there .
“are at least three theories abaut,
-their selection: procedures, The -
:..olﬁclll ]oumal:shc theory . is .
“that'; events Lare:” selected by
rtheww-importance.r i Another
“theory” popular-with-the White~
. "House- -, before - the--Watergate
= scandal, - proposes—that-events—
Iz are.-chosen*mainly -to sati
the-allegedly leftist bias of.tl
'l:V journalists-~A-third themy,w
- favored: by- social- scnenu.sts*isl\
- thaLnetwork priorities eneour-i
_age journalists-to. _select those
“yevents . that- can .be” covered?
~most-easily: and—cheaply-and~
hthat w*ll.attmct..a. large audl—]
“ence.: ;
7' This - u:em'-y Is daveloped._
“more. lully by Edward Jay Ep--
‘stein-in. his:new book, a study -
“based' on-observations among -
l and " interviews . with TV - jour-a-
~mnalists~in 1968 and 1969, par-’|
_ticularly. at N.B.C.. News. Since?l
\ ‘funds- are-limited, -the. entirs-]
panoply of national news must
be covered by a small number:/
{ “of camera crews (10 during his*
\-study’ but-more now), and the:
events. most often. chosen for !
-filming are ‘those most acces-:
sible to the camera crews.. Do-v
mestic news thus comes largely:
“out of Washington; New Yorl,:
Chicago and a few other-urban:
cantezs. nnd much-ot rL.repo :
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“to atmcmndthud the audi-=

ence, network ‘news must em-Z
phasize dramatic events which~
depict : exciting:” visual - action:~
The TV journalists are further-!
limited by-network policy, such=
as that-regulating the coverage :
of race riots, and by the F.C.C."
fairness doctrine; which requi
them to -present -“both . sides".
of a controversial-issue what-<
ever the conclusion- of their:
own- fact-finding— Epstein con--
cludes that TV journalists ars.
so beset with- technical and’
corporate-. requirements - thatx

Herbert J. Gans, professor of -
sociology at Columbia Univer- -
sity, is author of the furtheom-
ing “More Equahty S
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they have little. opportumty P 5 conferences, TV news- =
select news according to-their - ‘would not concentnteton sto— i
own-values. .. .. g X

umlis‘ts.ng.vmi.le-z—ex.

phcit.ulus _u.ru!y-. creep- into™: ._netwudupolicy‘;a such : as. t.hefr

the-news, - implicitzones-do - “SO occas:on-h‘,sstamug‘ Lizinews

all” the - time— At the- time- of - events, He never mentions how .~

Epstein's studrmrjoumaustsﬂﬁ? hard they@wor.k:rafammple;,..‘

referred to the:Peopie‘s'Repub-"" in lmhnp&foq-smom"

lic of .China. Is.Rad.LChina, but.s - though:. ther lackitl

ﬂxegc-_never"though

Chiang Kai-shek's isiand e £ - 5"

-arian mem.-:’e_i?gl:ﬁf-; g about the* social - “and't political

; ;- implications of his findings, not-. ,-:
Epstein’am--book.-whowwerﬂ is. 7 ably_the: over-selection. of. ac-..
about ~~ the--policy* * implica= ."tlen-packed-ﬁ‘evmts == which,’
tions -of its findings. Epstein.--while - hardly": Imnted “to TV
devotes only a couple- of pages--- news; does. give viewers an ex-
to-them, arguing tha:_opportu-._l_.aggemted “~version of realxty
nities... for changing - network:" Although' t.heru is some e\n--l
news-are severely ilimited-and: . dence that on domestic 1 ‘matters,
that alternative sources of news~." at least; their opinions-‘are not .
—on.- local stations” public-tel-.> shaped - by what- zhe;: -See-on-
svision and in-the-print-media - the - TV news,I." would #ar-=
—should be explored. Not only-‘ gue that- the--news— media
does he forget that these media - should report more of the typi- "~
are inhibited by similar organ- * ca| but undramatic . events-so - -
izational priorities; but he-fails. + as . to -give- their- audiences- a- ;

| to- consider other-possibilities - more realistic picture of Amer--<--
for change. For example, if the icam society: Epstein dismisses -
fairness” doctrine-were- revised - this argument-as the social sci==F
1o- require news: programs .to' - ence critique-of- the  news, but-
devote more time: and film - to‘-*in this instance, the’ soda.l"'sci- |
the~ activities - of-:the: majority: - entists .. may--just™ -

! oLA.mencans who~ cannot hold’; rightnack,;l
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