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JFK's assassination was a plot 
(Editor's Note: This is the 

Hist of three articles by 
Manchester architect Robert 
Cutler, who has spent almost 
two years investigating the 
murder of President Kennedy. 
His conclusion: it was a 
well-conceived plot and the con-
spirators are still alive. Cutler, 
who lectures on his theory, has 
read volumes about the murder 
and carried his investigation as 
far as Dallas and new Orleans. 
He lives on Boardman Avenue 
in Manchester.) 

By ROBERT B. CUTLER 
In the July 13 Ne w  

Yorker. Edward Jay Epstein 
has written an interesting 
article on his experiences and 
thoughts concerning the ac. 
tivities of Jim Garrison. the 
District Attorney of New 
Orleans Parish, as they relate to 
the assassination of President 
Kennedy. 

This lengthy self-con-
gratulatory piece hes as its 
prime thesis the rep..ehensibiLty 
of the D A's methods of gather-
ing evidence and tne 
worthlessness of the witnesses 
on whom the case for the pro-
secution of Clay L. Shaw is bas-
ed. (Ed. note: Shaw is the New 
Orleans businessman Garrison 
belives conspired to shoot the 
President.) 
Epstein travelled to New 

Orleans and as a member of the 
original band of critics of the 
Warren Report, whose book "In-
quest" was a bestseller, he was 
welcomed as an ally by the 
District Attorney, who has had 

. more than his share of dif-
ficulties in bringing Shaw to 
trial. 

Before looking into the New 
Yorker piece, it is pertinent to 
peruse a quote or two from "In-
quest" (Bantam Book edition, 

Viking Press. 1966) and 
establish the proper background 
for Epstein's current revels. 
tions. 

Demonology 
Page 2: "With regard to the 

Commission. most at the writing 
on the assassination farts into 
two diametrically opposcd 
categories: demonology and 
blind faith. 
"Writers in both groups seem 

to subscribe to an assumption of 
governmental omnipotence i.e., 
that the government can do 
whatever it sets out to du tt 
should be noted that this study 
rejects both lines of reasoning 
because it rejects the common 
assumption on which they are 
based." 
Page 30: "There was a dualism 
in purpose. II the explicit 
purpose o fthe Warren Com-
mission was to ascertain and 
expose facts, the implicit 
purpose was to Protect the na• 
tional interest by dispelling 
rumors." 

Cuts Little Ice 
This latter quote is all very 

erudite, succinct and 
sanctimonious as befits a 
master's thesis in government. 
Which "Inquest" started tut to 
be. 

It cuts very little ice with the 
simpie-mincled segments of the 
population who feel strongly 
that the top echelon of their 
government should possess the 
courage and intelligence to 
direct all available departments 
of the government. USIA. CIA, 
FBI. SS, etc.. to ascertain 
beyond the shadow of a doubt 
who murdered one of the most 
popular presidents this nation 
has ever had. 

Part One of "Inquest" is titled 
"Political Truth." which ex-
amines in depth the discrepan-
cies between the FBI's Sum. 
mory and Supplemental Reports 
and the Warren Repoct, 
particularly relative to the num-
ber of shots. the autopsy, 

• wounds. projectile paths. etc., 
etc., and ends with this sen. 
tence: 
Page 50: "It indicates that the 

conclusions of the Warren 
Report must be viewed as ex-
pressions of no"tieal truth." 

Cause for Shouting 
To most demonoligists, and 

this will include those who have 
read all pertinent demonologia, 
this is cause for shouting from 
the housetops, dancing in the 
streets and burning effigies at 
almost anyone even remotely 
connected with the "In-
vestigation". 

To the ordinary man in the 
street, who has not experienced 
the benefits of the rartfied at-
mosphere surrounding doctvrial 
thesis-writing. "political -truth" 
is immediately, instinctively and 
unequivocably equated with • 

Part Tow is titled "The 
Investigation": the 'final sen-
tence in Chapter 6 is worh 
re-reading. 
Page 90:"The function of the 
Commission bearings, then. was 
to record, rather than to In-
vestigate, the evidence." Those 
who love demons, and the 
loveliest of all is stabled in a 
stall labelled "Truth," leap from 
their seat and once more run 
up the flag in honor of Epstein, 
their shining white knight 
returning from another suc-
cessful foray against the War 
ren Commission dragon. 

Meat for Demonologists 
Part Three. "The Report", Is 
the round Epstein wins without 
even trying. Wesley J. LMbeies, 
one of the most frustrated of the 
assistant Commission Counsels. 
wrote a 26-page, single-spaced 
critique of the Report's Chapter 
IV on September 5. 1963, just 23 
days prior to publication. 

It 	was 	Liebeler 	w h 
befriended Epstein allowing him 
access to the material in his 
tiles, without which "Inquest" 
would have remained In the 
honor-thesis category. 

The 	revelation 	of 	t h e 
behind-the-scenes. frantic com-
pilation of the behind-the-scenes 
frantic compilation of material, 
the helterskelter. writing, 
editing. re-writing plus the 
tension of obtaining the Com-
mission's unanimous approval, 
all pursued under the political 
pressure of publication prior to 
the presidential election in 
November. 1964: this was 
blood-red. rare meat for the 
demonologists and they 
devoured it sans carving or 
chewing. 

(to be continued) 
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Cutler refutes magazine article 
r 	(This Is the second of 

three articles dealiag with a 
piece that appeared in the 
New Yorker in July on the 
assassination of President 
Kennedy. The author of that 
article, Edward Jay Eps-
tein, also authored a book 
on the assassination, "In-
quest." Mr. Cotter, a 
Manchester ar chi t ec t, 
begins his second article 
refuting a quote from Eps-
tein's magazine piece.) 

By ROBERT B. CUTLER 
Page 125: "Why did the Com-

mission fail to take cognizance 
in its conclusions of this 
evidence of a second assassin? 
Quite clearly, a serious 
discussion of this problem would 
have in itself undermined the 
dominant purpose of the Com-
mission, namely the settling of 
doubts and suspicions. 

Indeed., if the Commission had 
made it dear that very substan-
tial evidence indicated the 
presence of a second assassin, it 
would have opened a Pandora's 
box of doubts and suspicions. 

In establishing its version of 
the truth. the Warren Com-
mission acted to reassure the 
nation and protect the national 
interest." 

"Inquest" is one of the books 
that has contributed in no small 
way to the polls' tabulations 
that 60 percent of thy people in 
this country (May. 1967) have 
no faith in she Oswald-three-shot 
political truth promulgated by 
the "father-images" on the 
Warren Commission. 

Dismal, Dallas Days 
With this introudetion to ESE, 

it is now proper to approach his 
New Yorker article, entitled 
"Garrison". Because of the 
almost Eve years of doubt and 
questioning since those 
Dallas days, anyone who ex-

. 

presses these subconciom sinv 
dments publicly receives some 
recognition in the press whether, 
or not the publisher doubts Or 
believes. 

When one of the "best-seller" 
critics appears to be re-ar-
ranging his 1966 melody into a 
variation on a theme with a 
minor-off-key-aidulity and also 
seems to be providing positive 
proof that the only legal officer 
in the country who is pro-
secuting anyone remotely con-
nected with the conspiracy, is 
standing on a veritable 
quagmire without the semblance 
of visible support, the reading 
public and the publisher take to 
it like the proverbial canard to 
the water. 

The public's lust for blood, 
which enables ball-fighting to be 
classed an entertainment, is 
always prepared for a tale em-
bodying the undermining of a 
national figure by one sure 
welcomed as a friend. Rumor 
and gossip, convicts and 
homosexuals, plus the 
David-and-Goliath aspect of a 
great big windbag DA being cut 
down to size makes lurid, 
self-satisfying reading; into 
everyone's life a Little acid most 
come, if only to make the an-
tidotal martini the more delec-
table. 

1967 Excitement 
EJE has written quite a 

presentable piece considering it 
is able to hang together despite 
its tendaciousnems. which is con-
siderable. 071 the one hand it 
enlivens the casual curiosity 
mast people possess while on 
the other hand it satisfies and 

soothes any doubts and tears the 
same people might have about 
their leaders in the governmen• 
tai power structure. 

The story tells of EJE's going 
to New Orleans and working  

with the "Dailey Plaza Ir-
regulars". on the leads that 
came into the DA's office in the 
exciting days of early 1967. 

Although he would be the last 
one to classify himself with 
those demonologists, nonetheless 
they and he were working on the 
same wave length, at least for 
a Mille. Disenchantsners came 
to ESE as he considered the 
ephemeral quality of the 
"evidence" on which Clay Shaw 
was arrested, and indicted. 

Pronouncements by Garrison 
pertaining to the CIA. the 
Establishment, LBJ. the con-
spirators and the national press 
began to sound maniacal, 
demagogical and the erudite 
EJE backed 	up h i s 
bewilderment with quotations 
from psanhological writings and 
theses. 

Skillful Web Woven 
Anyone reading the entire 

25,000 word article nicest be 
more than casually concerned 
about the subject to -engender 
sufficient endurance to reach 
the final paragraph without 
"cheating". More than once one 
experiences a desperate sinking 
feeling as EJE weaves his web 
skillfully and the reputation of 
the New Yorker seems to 
balloon as one considers the 
mass of innocent readers who 
will assimilate and blabberingly 
"re-publish" the good news that 
Garrison is a fake. a charlatan, 
a detnogague composed of three 
parts: hot political air, one part 
slippery evasiveness and more 
than lust a pinch of  mental 
instability. 

Facts Withheld? 
The part of the article not 

based an EJE'a personal ex-
perience and interpretation of 
what the DA was up to deals 
with some facts given by Gar-
s-Luc in a half-hour NBC-TV  

program, which he asserts are 
being withheld from the publio. 

In criticism of these facts 
EJE runs afoul of what the 
critics bave clearly 
demonstrated to be the truth. 

For instance, the fact Oswald 
was seen in the second-floor 
lunchroom less than two 
minutes after the final shot was 
fired is shown to be a "plausible 
alternative to presumption of 
guilt" by Thompson. Sauvage, 
Weisberg and Meagher. 

When EJE runs counter to 
this factual evidence as detailed 
in the volumes of testimony and 
carefully analyzed by the 
critics, it tends to give one 
pause in 	accepting h i 
statements and interpretations 
of Garrison's activities 

If, as EJE points out to his 
own satisfaction, and it is his 
own conscience which dictated 
his role of informer, the DA has 
such a weak case that Jeri not 
stand up in court, 'ashy not let 
him "fall flat on his face" as 
Garrison himself has stated on 
many accessions?. 
This would rid the 

government of the only flea 
biting at its elephantine hide 
and we can all sit back enjoying 
the political truth and wait until 
20.39 to discovv the "other" 
truth about the assassination. 

If we look at the facts as they 
now exist we have nothing more 
than Clay Shaw arrested and in-
dicted for conspiring to kill the 
President plus interminable 
maneuvering by the defense at-
torneys to prevent his ever com-
ing to trial. 

The only logical explanation 
for the extensive delaying action 
is that Shaw is scared, the 
defense is scared and an it 
followi the goverment is 
scared. 

(to be costinued 
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