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INTERVIEYW BETWEEN MR. BOB GRANT, KLAC RADIO, JULY 25,
1968 AND MR, EDWARD J, EPSTEIN ~ REGARDING NEW YORKER
STORY ON DISTRICT ATTORMEY JIM GARRISON OF NEW ORLEANS

We have on the line right now My, Edward J, Epstein, author of
Inguest, currently teaching Urban Poliey at Harvard University
Sumper achool, and he is completing a new, uh, new book calied
Counter-Plot and he is working for his Fh.D. in government. He
is & man who 18 extremely articulate, and uh, a brilliant
young man Indeed, Mr. Edward J. Epstein, you are on our news-
meker line, and this is Bob CGrant here in Los Angeles on KLAC,

Well, thank you for that introduction, uh I ~ I gather it's
about the article that was published in the New Yorker which
will be part of my book, uh, which will deal with the investi-
gation of Jim Garrison in New Orleans, uh, and in a sense ny
investigetion of Garrison's investigatilon.

Exactly Mr. Epatein, and 1 wondersd why you, uh, issued such a
strong indictment of the activities of Jim Garrison?

Well, it wasn't meant 4o be, ul, an indictment - what I did was
I went down there, uh, 8ince I had written a book which Mr,
Garrison had eald had helped launch him on his investigation.
Uh, questioned the finding of the Warren Commission, I was
predisposed to belisve Mi», Garrison and, and belleve the
possibility that he had found somethling., 4And I epent, I went
down there on several occazslons and altogether sgpent, uh,
quite a bit of time thers and interviewed his staff...

Uh-huh

And him, and uh, I looked through his evidense, he makea it
avallabvle to jJust sbout anyone ~ &t least anyone vwho he thinks
is on his side and uh, and then I began to get & very odd feel-
ing thaet perhaps his entire investligatlon was nothing more

than uh, ub, publicity seeking, which of course is, uh, some~
thing that 18 - is uh, uh, unheard of with American District
Attorneys, uh...

Mright, now Mr. BEpetein, uh, I'd like to ask you some questions
gbout this uh, uh, and I want to muke 1% perfestly c¢lear that
I'm definitely not aeting as he's uh, that is Jim Garriszon's
defznse lewyer, and anybody who hag heard me on this subject
knows that I've generally not viewed wilth favor, quite the
gontrary, Mr. Garrison's goings on in New Orleans, I want to
make that perfectly clear, However, in the interest of an
inquiry, & little inguest of my own, on page 40 and 66 of your
article, you identify Gordon Novel as a cguote, I think you sald
elastroniss expert. Now aw...

Yos
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Now Tor the bsnelit of the audlencs I want to point out My,
Zpstein, that Novel 1s a former New Orleans resident, he wae
aubpoenasd as & witnese by Garrison in April of last yesr for
ouestioning in sonnection with, uh, Garrison’s assassination
probe, Uhen 1 belleve he went to Ohlo to avold guestloning by
Garrizon, snd Covernsr Rhwdes uh, refused to extradliie him, rnow..

That isn't true Bob, thit's what Garrison, ﬁn, has @ald in the
Playhoy lnterview, in kls Playboy interview snd what Qarrison
aongistently gays Lo the preas,

Yezh

But the faots of the metter, whieh are all in the publie regord
ig that CGarrlison bad, vh, lssued a warrsut for Novel...

hehzh

And, uh, e war arrested in Coiumbug, Ohlo, & Little itown oute
gide of Calumbus, Ohlo

Yas

a, and after he a3 arprested, Gaxrlacn [iled extradition veapora,
The extradliion rapers ware misseing csrialn detalils su- $hs
place in whioh t e alleged arime, whioh wea & burglasry, took
place, And wh, the Goveprape Rhedes op hla, vhosver handlss

those matters for him, returasd the papers to, uh, ihe Soveragy
of Louvisiana and to Jim Garrlson to 111 out thews detalla, sind
W, 4t had to be T11lled out within €0 days or sh, the uh, warrant
would explre,

Uhefragh

And wh, Carris:m never Filled out theass detalls, and when &
lavyer workdl , for hiw, Jim Alecck, an assistant D.A., t0ld him
that the 60 .2y deadline was expiring...

Yoah

In, uh, cihrrwizds to coumplete the papsra, sxtredition pvagers,
Gaxrison te.d hlm to let them sapire, they would naver
sxtradite Tim anyhow.

Alzdight et uh, ..

Th, +thers e on interesting matier here, William Gurwich, vho wza
working O Garadson sald the preason CGarelson wonldn't 7413 ous
thiaz infimmelion 1s that Lt happened in 2 parish whish wag oude
side his juwdediotion, and thersfors, the entire werrant would
wmyve bhewy, uh, hald wvold,

Alright, that’s 2 vary interonting answayr My, El....

-t
L8

I mesn, gulfe intaresting thaet ho (akes zomething 1ive thiz
and then & comes yp why won'i, you Enow he hoaz thsee guoestlions. .

Vosh
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Why wen't the Governcr oF Ohle extradite a parson who I want
in my investimgation?

Alright, let's continuve with Hr, Novel, uh Mr, Epstein, and

ge to something else, uk, »ight now I'm looking at ub, well
actually it's a copy Xerox copy of a front page of the New
Orlesn States Item of May 25, 1967. NHow the headline here says
"Novel CIA Agent Attornmey Admits” - thst's the actual headline.
How, there's a detalled story by s John MeMilllan and uh, some-
ope else by the name of Hoke Hay, which includes such informa-
2lon as an adamissicn by ubh, Steve Ploikin, Novel's attorney
“hat Novael serwved as an lnterasdiary heiween the CIA and anti-
Gantro Cubens in New Orleans and Miaml prior to the Bay of Pigs
invasion., Now this story, Just for the edificaticn of the
audience, hecause I know you are feamlilar wilh 1t Sir, reveals
thet Novel had bsen arrested ilm Ohlo on a charge of conspiring
w0 burglarize an oll serviae gompany 's munitions bupker in, oh
gone town in Louislana, and ul, again Covernor Rhodes refused to
artradlite, And the article tells of & secreti...

3ame incident we Just roferred to.

feos

How,

But why-why-why the contradicilon though with uh...

Gerdon uh, you know, Goxdon Novel worked for the CIA or he
Aidn't work, it's irrelavant as far a3 I'm concerned, but you
know Gordon Nowel denles this 2nd his lawyers are suing Flayboy
and Garrison for 10 million dollars for alleging that he was a
CIa agent. Now, I don't know the trutk vhether he was or wasn't,
but the point is that Garrison begean investigating the Bay of
Pigs invasion,

Ui-huh

orel had worked for Garriscn ab uo - Garrison's request as an
restigator begmuze Wovsl suppouvsdly knew, knew & lot about the
»eopie involved in the Bay of Figs invesion, whiceh Garrison vas
interested in, alithough he never connected them to hias wase.

Abright, lot me aghk you thin...

12=3 words unslear) Wovel, well I think, uh, you Enow you
arought this ub. ..

Aleight, g0 ahead, I'm oorpy.

B

de then turned on kis owa irnvezitigator, whieh has been a pattern
Caprison, v Aadrews e, ..who, vho woa also working at
nls, fopy scaoolime an inwesiligator oy CGayrison, al least
alding him, Lo indlseied him for perjury, and uh, he's quite
often bturned on pecnlia who £irst worked for him or geot involved
in the Investigntlion,
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Alright
¥aybe we'll go on to the next question,

‘ez, uh and I think my next question is this - why, whether
1t's alleged or not and you do have knowledge of 1t, but why
¢4dn't you reveal some of this information about the connection,
the CIA connection in your avriiele, you glve no indication of
it at all that I could find,

¥ell, I (laugh) Gordon Novel and his lawyer deny that they, they
ever said he waz a CIA sgent.

You could have put that in,

They are preparing & lawsult whiech I do say that NHovel denies
these charges and uh, it 18 in the artiele, uvh, that Garrison
ellogee that he uh uh wvas comneeted with the aesaaslnationg
and uh, I mean I'm not irying %o say that someone is or isn't,
it's not a orime to be & CIA agent, and uh, I don't think there
is any ewvidenco that Novel was ever a CIA agent, any evidenge
wvhatsoever, the evidence was that that Novel supposedly alleged
himself, oxr his lawyer aslleged that ho was a CIA agent. That
wa$ & nawepaper repori, but Novel denled thet and begins suling
p&ople, who quoted that report. 50 the only evidence has been
Novel's own statement or his reportec statement, whieh he
denles, 80 how ¢an you repert - it's & non-fact, I mean {(laugh)
ne one ever alleged that-that-that Gordon Novel was a CIA agent
himeelf, susposedly, ané then he denies 1t anud says that he's
not,

I think the article would have been sironger if you had put the
allegations, stated that it wag an allegation and then refuted
it, uh, a8 you are doing now,

Whkat has this to do wlth the assassination with uh, uh former
inveatigator for Carrison did or did not work for the CIA?

Well, well he...
There are about 80 thousand people in Americs who work for
the CIA...

In other worda, you think it was, it was irrelevant?

I'm asking you, what relevarce does 1t have that a man might
have worked for the CIA?

Well first of all, I'1l1l tell you, alright, since you put a
question to me, I deserve uh, uh you deserve an enswer and I°'1l1
ey to give it to you best I ean, besause you have to realize
you have done a great deal of situdy with anéd uh, moresc than
neny, meny people, but 711 iry the best I can right after I
Lell everyone that we are t&lking, ladies and gentlismen on KLAG,
swo-way radlo, it's 2 o'clock here in Los Angelss and uh, this
18 Bob Grant talking to Edwerd J. Epstein, azuthor of Ingues
sompleting a lorﬁhmcoming book, Counter-Plot.
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ind ul, M, Epstein has been uh, very critical of Jim Garrisen,
and that 8 what we're telking a“eut nie eritleicsm of Jim
Garrison. Alrxight, now you put the queztlon to me about, uh,
the relswvance of uvh, the CIA connecilon,

Well, I do put the allegations in the arilecle,
Alright, well,.,

Akout the burglary, that he received the key from the CIA, and
you, and what I want to know from you is vhy you think that
agon 1f you think he was a CIA ageni, even if he was, what, uh,
8. that & crims, what's wrong with being...

Oh that. in 1tsslf is uvh, not a crim@, and certainly not, I'm
gled we have a CIA but I think it's quite relevant b@oause

first of all, as yeu say in your article, Gerrison has said that
aloments of the Cl4 participated in the assgssinetion of
FPresident Kennedy. You, you point that out,

But Novel was his investigatox.

¥eah, but, but in view of that and even assuming that one finds
suoh a charge uh, difficult or even impossibie to bellieve, I
don't see how you can uss Jordon Novel 23 a source of counter-
chargea against Garrison without revealing to your readers
Novel's connection with the CIA, A connection his own attorney,
I must remind you, has publiolj admitted. Now, what I'd like
2o know...

Now' L 2N ]

What 1I'd like to know iz how you can keep thet information from
your readers and how you osn really believe such information
is irrelevant?

i Aidn't keep the informaticn, it's in the ertiele, 1t uh, after
I say that the allegations I say that Gordon Novel, uh, Garrison

says that Gordon Novel told him that he received a key from the

CIA to open uo, uh, munltions from going to Houms, Louisiana,

I mean, that's what it says in the article.

You were aware of the States-Item artisle?
Iit‘s in the New Yorker articls.

Alright, alright that's that's good, we've cleared that up,
and uh, let's turn to something else hera, We know that
Garriaon 8 charged, and once agailn I think you said this in
your article, that the CIA, a2t least some element in the CIA
was behind the assassination of Presldent Kennedy, Ed - Mr,
Epstein, isan't it true?...

He also tells (?2)Minutemen, vh the uha, the Nogro militants, he's
made about 250 different charges of pacple being involved, the
Ci4 belng one group that he mentions..,

Yezh
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Whilsh, you'ws right, ke mentlong them almost every time.
Right, he does,
The super strusture in America,

You're right, he doss, ard yet, uh, you rely on Gordon Novel,
My, Epstein, is it not true, would 1t bz a feir statement to
say that, uh, Hdward J. Epsteln relios on Gordon Novel as an
inportant source of Information agalast Garriscn?

{Laugh) I never spoke to Corden Nowel, I uh, didn‘t prely on
him for anything in the srticle,

Unl-hiuh, well you are, I just want to clear tlis up because some
people have wrltten to me and have suggested that you were not
aware of Novel’s CIA comnections,

(Laugh) You're saying, you Just sald that I zm not aware of
Gordon Novel's CIa eonneetions. That's true, and no one nelther
ia anyone elsa, seeing that CGordor Novel deniesz he has any
conneetlons with the CIA and no one, and uh, what you're saying
is I'm aware, unaware of rumor that he's conrected or?

Yes, unaware, unaware that his attorney, now let's go back, now
let’s go bask ‘o, uh, the queaticm that I posed to you a littla
while ago - in which I, where's that States-Item, vh, this
newspaper in front of me, Oh yes, Novel CIA Agent Attorney
Admite, That's from the New orieans States-Item of May 25,
1967 - d1d you, uh, tell me just & moment age that you were
awvare of that?

I spoke to 1is attorney and the attorﬁey denied that he ever
made that sitatement.

The attorney donies that he ever made +Lhat statement,
Yo,

But you were awvare that it did appsar in the Statez-Item the
Qf}uh '?f,g @ ®

¥or, and I hawve it in my artlele, I have, I keep telling you
that it's in t.e articis.

Alright, let’'s turn...

A couple of statement of &2, of & statensnt which he, which a

roporter austes, vh, another reportsr,
0):x}

Mode the statenent that Garrlzon saild that the allegation,
whether 4it'a true or not, 1t's uh, and Gordon Novel ian’t g
gource, I nover apoke to hizm, I nevesr quote hlm except where
hoe's quoted pubilely.

on Moval, ul, vhat about the Me
the Mociman plicltogres

I don't want to dwell
Uh, ere you avare of

Well,
men photo PaDN?
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EPSTEIN: vhat is the Moornen photograph?

GRANT : You've never hesrd of the Moorman...

EPSTRIN : Takan by Mary Moorman?

GRANT: Well the, yes, yea, this woman who took thiz photograph, she
wag the closest one to President Kiunnedy at the time of the
esgassination.

EPSTEIN : Yes, I've seen iu hundreds of times.

GRANT: 4nd, uh

EPSTEIN: It showed scme bushes in the background, and some people ¢laim
there are figures in the bushes...

GRANT: And the Itek Corporation, a leading photo, optics and anslysis
fira in Massachusetts, right in your state, analyzed that
picture ~-~ 4id they not?

EPSTEIN: Yes, they analyzed it and the conclusions was that it didn’'t
show anything, as fer a8 I know,

GRANT: ah, but the...

EPSTEIN: They analyzed the Nix photograph, I'm not quite sure if they
analyzed the Moorman, but I know whatever finding they had
which were published in the New York Times...

GRANT : Was only the shadow?

EPSTEIN: (Unable to underatand two worda) the photograph.

GRANT: Yozch, it was only the shadow of the trae or bush, I think was
their actual worda. But you know something, Mr. Epstelin, in
ny opinion, and ny eyes could be playing irioks on me, that
ian't true., Uh, I checked with Itek, and they 4id not analyze
the Moorman photograph - they enalyzed anothar one taken from
the B8mm movie film shot by Nix.

EPSTEIN: Mr. Grant, but I, you sald they enalyzed that photograph, I said
they analyzed tho Nix photograph.

GRANT: No, but I'm asking you, wers you under the luorsssion they
analyzed the Moormen photograph as well. I Xnow you sald Moorman

EPSTEIN You said it. I sald I had no knowledge they analyzed the
Moorman, they analyzed the Nix photograph,

GERANT: Awww, alright, wsll okey, than, then it’s just as well, I e¢an
put the question to you this way, uh, do you think it's
gignificant that, ub, they didn't boithner with the Moorman
photograph.

EPSTEIN: All I know, is thal you can look into photographs of bushes, or

lgok into clovds for that maitter, snd you can sso whatl ever you
want .,
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ere all thal are in photographs when you blow them up are
dots, and the alnd cennects theze dots and uh, it's a urinciple
of Gestalt psyshelogy to think you sze a lion in the clouds,
gnd 1% looks as nueh like & lion as a lion in the zoo looks
like. You can look into theose photographs -~ people have shown
me 12 different people in those bushes, some wearing hats, some
not wearing hats, uh, they’ve shown me psople standing on
trusks - I agree with you Bob, they look like people, the only
question 1s, I slso saw, uh, and this, it looked exactly like
Abrsham Lincoln, except that he was about 12 feet high in one
of the bushes. I mean, you ¢an see slmost anything you want

to 3ee in the dDushes, iT you want to look and eonnset those
dots with youwr eoyes. Once aomeens point out to you, where o
pattern of dota are, then you can conslude that it's a pattern
of dota.

Walli

I dlan’t deny tha' theres were people in the bushes, I just
sim-simply say that Gearrison wse shown a pleture which repopt-
edly shows peupl:: in the bhushes and he added Pour assassinsg to
hie plot. I don't say that li shouldn't have added, I don't
make any Judgements, all I'm trying to do 18 tell where he got
hie 16 assssaing from.

You don't mak: any Judgments, and that probably is a true state~
mant, Mr. Eprielin, and I think of 211 the, uh, B0 ocalled

Warren critiss, you probably have been the most responsible, and
I have no quarrel with you, however, I think it's interesting
that, uh, 2 moment ago, uh, vhen I maede the mistake of assuming.
that you hel seen the photograph of the Moorman photograph and
you did try to tell me that you had seen the Nix photograph,
that you a2 not interested In observing or snalysing the Moor=-
man photograph., I think that it is inoumbent on you and people
1lke gou "0 get as many photographs as you can and not to write
them off. I saw the Moorman phctiograph, and anybody in this
listening area can %tell you that I have not made a carcer out of
attacting the Warren Commission. I knew g lot of people are
doing thst, I have not, 28 a matter of fact, I've tangled horus
with Marl: Lane ssveral times. However, I do helieve that I saw
2 second and Iiftu man, pariicularly the £ifth man in the
¥oorsan shotogesrn.

Ua=-huh

Now 12 rouw weie Joe Ball, you would U211 me I should go see o
pavehistriet,
1

s,

Ny,
G .

wiyer 454, T just sald thet it's 2 wajeor principle of

At payoacleosy that vhen somgone peints ent 10 you somée
thing in, in sewme shadows and bushes. and not 1o ryou, anyoens,
aad they show yov the shepe of the hasd, you will see that haad
and ysu’ Ll 3wear that you see it., It's a wmajor prineiple, and
I, wr, don't deny that you see 1%, I don't deny ihatl Someona 18
In <the buehes, I don't even deny that there’'s a second or thivd
er 0th man in the bushss, ..

Uhy tah
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I'm not denying that, I'm asking what it have to do wlth the
investigatlion and what it has to do with Garrison's investiga-
tlon is that he's positive 16 assassins, and I tried to show
vhere he derived, of course, he keeps changlag this number, it's
now down, the last time it's down to about 7.

(Laugh)

But they keep going up and down,
on what type of ovidenoe he posit assassins. Now you might
think that 1t's good evidence, but uh, he states it very
authoritative, he doesn't say I thinr I see 2 man in the bushes,

and I was Just trying to show

Yean

Or as you Juat sald a figurs that I'm sure iz a men, he sald
that there were Jour assassins that...

Uh-huh

0f Latin origin, two were there shooting rifles and two were
Pleking up the cartridges. I'm just reporting the stavements,
I mean,...

Well, Mr. Epstelin...

My peraénal opinion is that it's ridiculous, but if someono
else wants to have a look, they can.

Well Mr. Epsiein, we have kept you on much longer than, uh,
originally planned. I would like to publicly invite you when
you are here on the coast to be a in-person guest, I would like
to debate this further with you, perhaps we ecould both do it
more justice face to face,

I thank you very much, 1t's been enjJoyable speaking to you,

Well Mr. Epstein, would you do me one favor and stay on the line
because my producer would like to have a word with you, and
thank you and continued success to you. Edward J, Epsteln,
author of Inques’ and I'm sorry for taking so long on that
newsmaker call, but this type of interview that I wanted to
condust, and I didn’t think I did it justice, would have to

last a half-hour, hour at least. I hope you found it
interesting, and I thank you for listening with us.



