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think in a man because he suddenly 
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.opper: "It's simple economics, madam. ‘Vhelt 
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M." 	 —Bo Brown In The Wall sv.err 
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-Emerson in Nn. 
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p my own mind." 
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nother: "My psychiatrist tells me that I'm afraid 
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"In this age, when there are supposed to be r'e' 
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F
or m

ore than tw
o years E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein and a 
staff of researchers have painstakingly pieced togeth-
er the life of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, P

resident John E
 

K
ennedy's assassin. H

itherto, astonishingly little had 
b
een

 k
n
o
w

n
 ab

o
u
t th

is m
an

, ev
en

 b
y
 th

e W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
. In

d
eed

, it n
o
w

 ap
p
ears th

at m
u
ch

 o
f 

w
hat has been accepted as the truth m

ay in fact be a 
"legend"—

a cover story—
w

ritten by the K
G

B
 and 

skilfully fed to U
.S

. intelligence services. 
:t is know

n that after defecting to R
ussia in 1959, 

O
sw

ald
 "d

isap
p
eared

" fo
r a y

ear. It is k
n
o
w

n
 th

at 
during his stay in the S

oviet U
nion he m

et and hastily 
m

arred a beautiful R
ussian w

om
an. It is know

n that 
h
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates, b

rin
g
in

g
 h

is w
ife 

w
ith

 h
im

. It is k
n
o
w

n
 th

at h
e attem

p
ted

 to
 assassi-

n
ate M

aj. G
en

. E
d
w

in
 W

alk
er. It is k

n
o
w

n
 th

at in
 

S
ep

tem
b
er 1

9
6
3
 h

e v
isited

 th
e C

u
b
an

 an
d
 S

o
v
iet 

em
bassies in M

exico. B
ut each of these facts raises  

still further questions, suggests still further m
ysteries. 

P
art II of L

E
G

E
N

D
: T

H
E

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 W
O

R
L

D
 O

F
 

L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

A
L

D
 sets o

u
t to

 u
n
rav

el th
e 

enduring and startling puzzles about the P
resident's 

assassin
, a life w

h
ich

 ev
en

 n
o
w

, 1
5
 y

ears later, 
continues to com

m
and new

spaper headlines. N
ot all 

th
e q

u
estio

n
s can

 b
e an

sw
ered

, b
u
t so

m
e o

f th
e 

evidence cries out to be recognized as sim
ple truth—

often a shocking and unsettling truth. 
P

art I began w
ith the defection of Y

uri N
osenko, a 

K
G

B
 o

fficer, w
h
o
 claim

ed
 th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 n

ev
er 

been approached by the K
G

B
, had never even been 

d
eb

riefed
 after arriv

in
g
 in

 M
o
sco

w
. P

art II, after 
follow

ing O
sw

ald through the fateful events of N
o-

v
em

b
er 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
, retu

rn
s to

 th
is p

erp
lex

in
g
 K

G
B

 
ag

en
t, an

d
 lead

s th
e read

er in
to

 th
e h

eart o
f o

n
e o

f 
the m

ost sensational—
and heretofore hidden—

intel-
ligence cases of m

oderr_1,141. pa.; 
f,p:!! 

the secret w
orld of 

• — 
E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein 

R
A

N
C

IS
 G

A
R

Y
 P

O
W

E
R

S
, 

a 3
o
- 

year-old pilot from
 K

entucky, 
w

atched w
ith som

e apprehen-
sio

n
 fro

m
 th

e co
ck

p
it o

f h
is U

-2
 

plane as the sun rose over the H
indu 

K
ush M

ountains in P
akistan. H

e had 
been w

aiting for alm
ost an hour for 
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P
resident D

w
ight D

. E
isenhow

er to 
give the "go" signal, required for all 
U

-2 flights over the S
oviet U

nion. 
A

t 6:2o a.m
., M

ay t, 196o, P
resi-

dential authorization cam
e through. 

In less than six m
inutes the plane had 

clim
b
ed

 alm
o
st 

1
4
 

m
iles—

higher 
than the official w

orld altitude rec-
ord for sustained flight. 

A
s P

o
w

ers cro
ssed

 th
e R

u
ssian

 
b
o
rd

er h
e k

n
ew

 th
at S

o
v
iet rad

ar 
w

ould already be tracking him
, as it 

h
ad

 fo
r m

o
st o

f th
e p

rev
io

u
s U

-2
 

flights. B
ut he doubted that it could 

pinpoint his exact height, and pre-
sum

ed 
th

at th
e S

o
v
iets w

ere still 

targeting their m
issiles at a far low

er 
altitu

d
e th

an
 th

at at w
h
ich

 th
e

. U
-2 

actually flew
. H

e also felt protected 
b
y
 th

e so
p
h
isticated

 eq
u
ip

m
en

t 
ab

o
ard

, w
h
ich

 em
itted

 a b
eam

 d
e-

, signed to confuse S
oviet height-find-

ing radar. 
A

t th
is tim

e, th
e U

-2
 w

as u
sed

 
prim

arily for flying over the S
oviet 

U
n
io

n
 an

d
 C

h
in

a to
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 

m
ilitary and industrial targets. T

ak-
in

g
 o

ff u
su

ally
 fro

m
 T

u
rk

ey
 an

d
 

from
 A

tsugi, Japan, U
-2s w

ere pro-
viding 90 percent of all hard infor-
m

ation on S
oviet m

ilitary, ballistic 
and nuclear activities. 

I-100D
 C

O
LLEG

E 
W

atching the vapor trails of M
IG

 
fighters about 3

0
,0

0
0
 feet below

 him
, 

P
ow

ers had no doubt that the S
oviets 

w
ere determ

ined to put an end to the 
U

-2 m
issions. H

is com
m

anding offi-
cer had w

arned him
 that S

oviet intel-
ligence w

as m
ounting m

ajor efforts 
ag

ain
st th

e U
-2

 an
d
 h

ad
 p

ro
b
ab

ly
 

am
assed a dossier on him

 and the 2
0
 

or so other pilots. P
ow

ers w
as not, 

how
ever, told of the full extent of 

these intelligence operations. 
A

lm
ost one year before this flight, 

R
ich

ard
 H

elm
s, th

en
 d

ep
u
ty

 d
i-

recto
r o

f p
lan

s fo
r th

e C
IA

, h
eard

 
from

 R
ichard B

issell, w
ho had devel- 
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 D
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oiled the U
-2 program

 for the C
IA

; 
that one of their key agents plant-
ed in S

oviet m
ilitary intelligence, 

C
ol. P

eter S
em

yonovich P
opov, had 

passed inform
ation back indicating 

that the S
oviets had definite know

l-
edge of specifics of the U

-2 program
. 

It b
ro

u
g

h
t m

e rig
h

t o
u

t o
f m

y
 

seat," H
elm

s recalled. "B
issell and I 

w
ondered w

here they could be get-
ting their inform

ation." 
T

h
e facto

r th
at h

ad
 lim

ited
 th

e 
effectiveness of S

oviet anti-aircraft 
m

issiles w
as not rocketry—

the R
us-

sians had already succeeded in orbit-
ing a S

putnik satellite at a far higher 
altitude—

but the lack of a guidance 
system

 capable of operating in the 
rarefied stratosphere in w

hich the 
U

-2 flew
. If the S

oviets succeeded in 
acquiring data about its cruising alti-
tu

ce, sp
eed

, lo
ad

 an
d

 o
th

er flig
h

t 
characteristics, they could design the 
n
ecessary

 co
n
tro

l sy
stem

 fo
r th

eir 
h
ig

h
-altitu

d
e ro

ck
ets in

 m
u
ch

 less 
tim

e th
an

 h
ad

 b
een

 an
ticip

ated
. 

T
h
en

, in
 S

ep
tem

b
er 1

9
5
9
, P

o
p
o
v
 

w
as arrested by S

oviet counterintelli-
gence. T

hus, no further inform
ation 

o
n

 th
e n

atu
re o

f th
e S

o
v
iet in

telli-
gence he alluded to w

ould be forth-
com

ing. 
B

efo
re th

is flig
h
t, P

o
w

ers w
as 

aw
are that only one other U

-2 flight 
h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e o

v
er th

e S
o

v
iet 

U
nion since O

ctober 9, 1959, but he 
did not know

 w
hy the flights w

ere 
being lim

ited. H
e had not been told 

ab
o

u
t a sab

o
tag

e attem
p

t m
ad

e 
against his plane in P

akistan, on the 
eve of its departure, w

hich w
as foiled 

by U
S

. counterintelligence. N
or did 
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he know
 that a trained M

arine C
orps 

radar operator w
ith access to infor-

m
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t th
e U

-2
 an

d
 rad

ar-
m

easuring equipm
ent at A

tsugi had 
d

efected
 to

 th
e S

o
v

iet U
n

io
n

 an
d

 
offered, on O

ctober 31, 5959, to turn 
o

v
er to

 th
e R

u
ssian

s all d
ata h

e 
possessed w

hich m
ight be of "special 

interest." T
his m

an w
as L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald. 
S

u
d

d
en

ly
 P

o
w

ers felt a "d
u

ll ,  
th

u
m

p
" p

u
sh

 h
im

 fo
rw

ard
. T

h
e 

co
ck

p
it w

as illu
m

in
ated

 b
y
 th

e o
r-

ange flash of an explosion behind the 
U

-2
. P

u
llin

g
 b

ack
 o

n
 th

e w
h

eel, 
P

ow
ers realized that he had no con-

tro
l. T

h
e p

lan
e b

eg
an

 slo
w

ly
 sp

in
-

n
in

g
 d

o
w

n
w

ard
, its n

o
se p

o
in

ted
 

tow
ard the sky. P

ow
ers opened the 

can
o
p
y
 an

d
 tried

 to
 craw

l o
u
t. A

t 
ab

o
u

t 3
0

,0
0

0
 feet th

e cen
trifu

g
al 

force flung him
 into the air. A

 m
o-

m
ent later he opened his parachute. 

O
S

W
A

L
D

 w
as in R

ussia, and m
ight 

h
av

e b
een

 in
 M

o
sco

w
, at th

e tim
e 

the U
-2 w

as shot dow
n. H

e could not 
h

av
e av

o
id

ed
 read

in
g

 ab
o

u
t th

e U
-

2—
w

hich dom
inated the S

oviet press 
for m

onths afterw
ard—

but, curious-
ly

, d
iary

 h
e k

et t
a
n
a
s
s
-h

k
 c

rm
—

E
ition 

f T
h
e
 g

e
n
t. Y

e
t O

sw
a
ld

 a
t th

e
 

tim
ew

as p
 a y

 th
e o

n
ly

 p
erso

n
 in

 
th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
observed the U

-2 up close and w
ho 

h
ad

 h
ad

 access to
 its p

ilo
ts an

d
 

other personnel. H
e had the oppor-

tu
n

ity
 to

 b
e
c
o

m
e
 a

 h
e
ro

 in
 th

e
 

U
.S

.S
.R

. by volunteering the perti-
n

en
t in

fo
rm

atio
n
 h

e h
ad

 ab
o

u
t th

e 
U

-2. A
nd this, of course, w

ould have 
assured the continuation of the sub- 

slay ne w
as m

en receiving trom
 the 

S
oviets. 

T
he only com

m
ent O

sw
ald ever 

m
ade on the U

-2 w
as in a letter to his 

brother in F
ebruary 1962, after P

ow
-

ers had been exchanged for S
oviet 

sp
y
 R

u
d
o
lp

h
 A

b
el. O

sw
ald

 w
ro

te 
then: "P

ow
ers seem

ed to be a nice 
bright A

m
erican-type fellow

 w
hen I 

saw
 him

 in M
oscow

," never explain-
ing the circum

stances under w
hich 

he w
as able to see him

. 
D

uring his interrogation by S
ovi-

et intelligence, P
ow

ers w
as closely 

questioned about A
tsugi in Japan. 

P
ow

ers insisted that he w
as never at 

that base. F
rom

 the questions, how
-

ever, he could tell that the S
oviets 

w
ere very know

ledgeable about the 
U

-2 flights from
 A

tsugi. A
fter his 

return to the U
nited S

tates, P
ow

ers 
him

self suggested that it m
ight have 

been O
sw

ald w
ho provided the S

o-
v
iets w

ith
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t h

is 
flight. 

Y
uri N

osenko, a K
G

B
 officer w

ho 
later defected to the U

nited S
tates, 

w
as one of the officials w

ho rushed 
to the K

G
B

 center im
m

ediately after 
P

ow
ers w

as captured. A
fter N

osen-
ko's defection in 1964, he denied that 
O

sw
ald's know

ledge of the U
-2 w

as 
used by the S

oviets. In fact, he stated 
that O

sw
ald w

as never asked for any 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t th

e A
m

erican
 

m
ilitary by either the K

G
B

 or S
oviet 

. m
ilitary

 in
tellig

en
ce (G

R
U

), an
d

 
that he never volunteered such in-
form

ation. T
he A

m
erican counterin-

telligence officers w
ho questioned 

N
osenko found this assertion diffi-

cult to accept. 

A
t the tim

e of N
osenko's debrief-

in
g

 in 1964, the interrogation offi-
cers 

w
ere n

o
t 

aw
are o

f O
sw

ald
's 

know
ledge about the U

-2 in Japan. 
T

h
ey

 d
id

 n
o
t realize, fo

r ex
am

p
le, 

th
at, b

ecau
se o

f secu
rity

 lap
ses at 

the bast w
here he w

as a radar opera-
to

r, h
e co

u
ld

 h
av

e ascertain
ed

 th
e 

altitu
d

e cap
ab

ility
 o

f th
e U

-2
 an

d
 

conceivably even deciphered som
e 

ch
aracteristics o

f its u
ltra-secret 

equipm
ent for jam

m
ing enem

y ra-
d
ar. N

o
r w

as th
e q

u
estio

n
 ev

er 
resolved of w

hether N
osenko m

ight 
be an agent of the K

G
B

 especially 
chosen to feed disinform

ation—
false 

inform
ation—

into U
.S

. intelligence 
services.* T

he M
issing Y

ear 

O
SW

A
LD

, 2
0

 y
ears o

ld
, h

ad
 n

o
w

 
been in R

ussia for a little m
ore than 

six m
onths. G

etting there had, obvi-
ously, taken a great deal of planning 
and care. H

e had show
n an interest 

in com
m

unism
 from

 the tim
e he w

as 
a teen-ager, and this continued after 
he joined the M

arines, as m
any of his 

friends and acquaintances attest; he 
even began to learn R

ussian w
hile 

statio
n
ed

 at A
tsu

g
i. M

an
y
 p

eo
p
le 

affirm
 th

at h
e w

as in
tellig

en
t an

d
 

learned quickly. F
requent, lone trips 

to T
okyo also suggest that he m

ay 
have m

ade his initial contacts w
ith 

com
m

unists there, as the C
om

m
unist 

P
arty

 w
as o

p
en

ly
 to

lerated
 in

 th
e 

Jap
an

ese cap
ital. C

ertain
ly

 th
ey

 
'D

etails of both O
sw

ald's and N
osenko's defec-

tions w
ere revealed in P

art I of "L
egend: T

he 
S

ecret W
orld of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald," T

he R
ead-

er's D
igest, M

arch '78. S
ee a chronology of these 

and other interlocking events on pages 159-161. 
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w
ould have been interested in any-

one stationed at A
tsugi. 

W
h

en
 h

is u
n

it h
ad

 retu
rn

ed
 to

 
C

alifornia, O
sw

ald spoke of going to 
C

astro
's C

u
b
a to

 h
elp

 train
 tro

o
p
s, 

and m
ade several trips to the C

uban 
consulate in L

os A
ngeles. In S

eptem
-

b
er 1

9
5

9
 h

e receiv
ed

 an
 early

 d
is- 

charge, ostensibly to enable him
 to 

support his m
other. Instead, he left 

im
m

ed
iately

 fo
r E

u
ro

p
e, d

eclarin
g
 

he w
ould attend college in S

w
itzer- 

lan
d
. H

e d
o
ck

ed
 at S

o
u
th

am
p
to

n
, 

flew
 from

 L
ondon to H

elsinki, and 
o
n
 O

cto
b
er 1

5
 cro

ssed
 th

e b
o
rd

er 
into the U

.S
.S

.R
. T

w
o w

eeks later he 
ap

p
eared

 at th
e U

.S
. em

b
assy

 in
 

M
oscow

 and renounced his A
m

eri-
can

 citizen
sh

ip
. In

 D
ecem

b
er h

e 
w

ro
te letters to

 h
is b

ro
th

er an
d
 h

is 
m

o
th

er. H
e w

as n
o

t h
eard

 fro
m

 
again for m

ore than a year. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

is tim
e O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 n
o

 
contact w

ith anyone outside the S
o- 

v
iet U

n
io

n
, an

d
 th

ere are n
o
 av

ail- 
able w

itnesses to his activities there. 
T

h
e o

n
ly

 acco
u

n
t th

at ex
ists is a 

packet of biographical notes, includ-
in

g
 a "H

isto
ric D

iary
" p

resu
m

ab
ly

 
p
rep

ared
 b

y
 O

sw
ald

—
o
r at least 

found am
ong his possessions in D

al-
las in 1963. 

T
he chronicle begins in M

oscow
 

in O
ctober 1959. O

sw
ald, brim

m
ing 

w
ith enthusiasm

 about the potential 
for finding dem

ocracy in the S
oviet 

U
nion, inform

ed his Intourist guide, 
R

im
a S

hirokova, that he w
as a "com

-
m

u
n
ist" an

d
 w

an
ted

 to
 stay

 in
 th

e 
S

oviet U
nion. 

B
u

t sev
eral w

eek
s p

assed
, an

d
 

finally a "police official" inform
ed 

1
5

8
 

h
im

 th
at sin

ce h
is v

isa w
as d

u
e to

 
expire, he m

ust im
m

ediately leave 
the country. 

I am
 shocked. I retire to m

y room
. 

I have w
aited tw

o years to be accept-
ed. M

y fondest dream
s arc shattered 

because of a petty official. I planned, 
so m

uch. 7 p.m
. I decide to end it. 

Soak w
rists in cold w

ater to num
b the 

pain. T
hen slash m

y left w
rist. T

hen 
plunge w

rist into bathtub of hot 
w

ater. A
bout 8, R

im
a finds m

e un-
conscious (bathtub a rich red color). 
She scream

s. A
m

bulance com
es, am

 
taken to hospital w

here five stitches 
are put in m

y w
rist. 

A
 w

eek
 later, released

 fro
m

 th
e 

hospital, he w
as taken to the P

ass-
p

o
rt an

d
 R

eg
istratio

n
 O

ffice b
y

 
R

im
a, an

d
 fin

ally
, o

n
 Jan

u
ar),  4

, 
g
iv

en
 a resid

en
ce d

o
cu

m
en

t. H
e 

noted: 
T

hey are sending m
e to M

insk. I 
ask, "Is that in S

iberia?" H
e [the 

official] only laughs. H
e also tells m

e 
that they have arranged for m

e to 
receive som

e m
oney through the R

ed 
C

ross to pay m
y expenses. 

T
h

e. n
ex

t d
ay

 h
e receiv

ed
 th

e 
"huge sum

" of 5000 rubles from
 the 

"R
ed C

ross" and w
as told he w

ould 
be paid boo rubles a m

onth in M
insk. 

A
ccording to O

sw
ald's diary, he 

arrived in M
insk, capital of B

yelorus-
sia, on January 7, 196o, and the next 
d

ay
 w

as p
erso

n
ally

 g
reeted

 b
y

 th
e 

m
ay

o
r, w

h
o

 p
ro

m
ised

 h
im

 a ren
t-

free apartm
ent. H

e began w
orking 

at the B
yelorussian radio and tele-

v
isio

n
 facto

ry
. "E

v
ery

o
n
e is v

ery
 

frien
d

ly
 an

d
 k

in
d

. I m
eet m

an
y

 
(T

ext continues on page 162.) 
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In the shadow

-w
orld of intelligence, little is ever com

pletely black ,or 
w

hite. T
he follow

ing chronology lists som
e of the'm

ajor revelations in, 
E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein's book, including statem
ents m

ade by tw
o spies, ; 

A
natoli M

. G
olitsin and Y

uri N
osenko, both defectors from

 the K
G

B
. It 

also illustrates the kind of data U
S. intelligence analysts m

ust evaluate, not ' 
• in isolation, but as seem

ingly unrelated skeins of fact that m
ight be part of a 

single fabric of truth—
or falsehood. 

 
at, the, tw

o defectors, said caused a sensation, behind the scenes, in our 
governm

ent T
he m

aze of inform
ation they offered—

including m
any 

. suspect coincidences in their stories—
w

as assessed against other intelh 
gence sources, and caused a rift betw

een the C
IA

 and the FB
I. It set off a, 

search for, a spy suspected of having penetrated U
S. intelligence at a high,: 

level. A
nd it led a num

ber of U
S. intelligence officers to the conclusion that 

the Soviet. U
nion had m

ounted a colossal effort of deception—
w

hich - 
reached its.peak just as the W

arren C
om

m
ission w

as preparing its final • 
report. 

L
ee, H

arvey,0Sw
ald,. a U

S; M
arine, is stationed at A

tsugi, Japan; one of 
the m

ajor bases for U
-2 flights-A

t this tim
e,, the U

-2 is the• top-priority'.  
target of the K

G
B

. (O
sw

ald latertells a friend that he m
et w

ith Japanese: 
com

m
unists during this period.) . risxo 

• Pavel T
 V

oloshirt, K
G

B
 officer, is attached to a' Soviet dance eom

Pan 
that perform

s in L
os A

ngeles, O
sw

ald, stationed in S
anta A

na, C
alif., 

requests an early discharge froM
:the M

arines. 	
' 

S
oviet C

O
L

.P
eter S

. P
opov, the m

ost  Im
portant spy:w

orking for the 
U

nited States in R
ussia, sends,a m

essage to the C
IA

 indicating that the 
Soviets'have learned specifics about the U

-2 program
 • 

. 
In Septem

ber, popo
v
 
	is captured by the K

G
B

 and exeented. T
he 	

, 
 

m
ust determ

ine w
hether Popov w

as captured by Soviet surveillance or 
betrayed by, som

eone in, or close to, U
S. intelligence. 

In O
ctober, O

sw
ald defects to

 the Soviet U
nion:A

t the U
S. em

bassy in 
M

oscow
, w

here he hands over his passport, he strongly hints that he has 
inform

ation that w
ould be of special interest to Soviet intelligence. 
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O
n M

ay 1, G
ary Pow

ers, U
-2 pilot, is shot dow

n during a flight over the 
S

oviet U
nion. 

reT
IvrIti 

lg M
a

y, O
sw

ald receives a letter, signed P. T
. V

oloshin, tuniing'dO
w

n his. 
 

re.o es) 
to

 e
n

ro
 ! in

 Ile
 Patrice L

u in um
 ba Friendship U

niversity
.  in 

P
avel N

b'osh in is an adm
inistrator at .the university. 

)ecem
ber, K

O
P

 M
aj. A

natoli M
. G

olitsin defects to the U
nited 

	

t: 	
decares tint the Soviet U

nion has planted an agent w
ithin the 

*!iyhest. echelons olU
.S. intelligence. H

e states that V
. M

. K
ovshU

k, chief of 
A

rnerican-em
basy section of the K

G
B

, m
ade a trip under diplom

atic 
cover to 1:1.e, U

nited States in 1957 and m
ay have contacted, or activated, a • 

;h-level K
G

B
 agent w

orking w
ithin the C

IA
. G

olitsin provides inform
a-

io,-,  ah,',.)ut an unidentified spy in the B
ritish A

dm
iralty w

hich narrow
s the 

;',-isnects to four m
en. H

e tells of another K
G

B
 agent—

code-nam
ed 

'itt—
'...tho is w

oricing in the C
IA

. 

'2,olitsin. predicts that the S
oviets w

ill soon.send a fake defector, or 

	

de 	
e-s, to deflect .1-1.e C

IA
 from

 investigation of his inform
ation. 	

' 

g_w
a the code-nam

e Fedora. 
at sic U

nited N
ations, contacts the I7131 and offers to act as a spy. H

e is 
I.n M

arch, a Soviet intelligence officer, w
orking under diplom

atic cover 

O
sw

ald returns to A
m

erica w
ith his R

ussian w
ife, M

arina. O
n 

•:‘,:tn,', he stoos A
m

sterdam
. Pavel T

 V
oloshin is .aLso in A

m
sterdam

. • 

!ri the sam
e m

onth, Y
uri N

osenko, a K
G

B
 officer, contacts the C

IA
 in 

S
w

i'_zerland, and oilers to w
ork as a spy. H

e claim
s that P

opov w
as • 

ca.pttlred by Soviet surveillance. H
e states that the code-nam

e of the K
G

B
 • 

rent K
ovsaulc had contacted in the U

nited States is A
ndrey. H

e provides 
ir.,  'brm

ation about the soy in the B
ritish A

dm
iralty that narrow

s the list of 
to one m

il.. R
e says that Sascha is in the m

ilitary, not the C
IA

. 
• - 	

trve72.45y) . 	
. 

' 	
. 

In O
ctober, O

sw
ak' enters the Soviet em

bassy in M
exi  co to m

eet V
alery-V

.. 
K

osti!-;.ov, later iecn ;;.ed as a 'toil:leer in the K
G

B
's T

hirteenth D
epartm

ent, 
tht. orzaniza L

ion that controls sabotage and assassinations abroad.-  

In the sam
e m

onth, a m
an nam

ed C
herepanoV

 sends a package of . 
i6

o
 

docum
ents to the A

m
erican em

bassy in M
oscO

w
. A

m
ong the docum

ents is 
a paper that states that P

opov.  w
as captured by Soviet surveillance. 

O
n N

oveniber.  22; O
sw

ald. assassinates President John E
 K

ennedy. ; 

r
 Cr
r
,1

1
; 

In-  January, N
osenko again contacts the. C

IA
 in Sw

itzerland.' H
e states • 

that he has read the com
plete K

G
B

 file on L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, and that he 
w

ants to defect to the U
nited States. O

sw
ald, he declares, w

as of no interest  
.to the K

G
B

. N
osenko has a travel docum

ent that lists his rank as lieutenant 
coloneL

 H
e explains that it w

as issued to him
 w

hen he took part in a
.  

"m
anhunt"' for C

herepanov. H
e, pinpoints a leak of N

A
T

O
 ,secrets by 

• describing a spy ring operating at O
rly A

irport outside Paris. H
e provides 

new
 inform

ation that m
akes the discovery of A

ndrey inevitable. 

' =W
hen asked to continue w

orking in R
ussia for the C

IA
, N

osenko states 
,, that he has received a recall telegram

 and fears he has been detected. H
e is 

brought to the U
nited ,S

tates and offers. to 'testify before the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission. 

E
dgar H

oover dem
ands that the F

B
I • control "the questioning of 

N
osenko in regard to O

sw
ald's life in the Soviet U

nion and the assassina-
tion. H

e subm
its a report to the W

arren C
om

m
ission that contains 

N
osenko's claim

 that the K
G

B
 had no interest in O

sw
ald: 	

•
• 

 

T
he C

IA
, dissatisfied W

ith H
oover's report,•prepares a series of questions 

for N
osenko to answ

er about O
sw

ald. H
oover refuses to let them

 be asked. 

Fedora confirm
s that N

osenko is a K
Q

B
 lieutenant colonel and that lie 

received a recall telegram
. 

T
he.C

IA
, after questioning N

osenko, discovera•that he is not a K
G

B
 

lieutenant colonel and never received a recall telegram
. 

R
iehardH

elm
s, deputy director of plans for the C

IA
; requests a 'Private 

:.• interview
. w

ith. C
hief Justice W

arren and states that the C
IA

: cannot 
confirm

, or deny the -truth of w
hat. N

osenko has said about O
sw

ald. 
• N

osenko is put under,"hostile interrogation?' 	
, 	

. 

Sascha is found. H
e had been em

ployed by the C
IA

, n'O
t.the' m

ilitary. 
A

ndrey is found. A
 form

er sergeant in, the m
otor pool, of the A

m
erican 

em
bassy m

 M
oscow

, he had never been 'recruited by the K
G

B
: 

T
he K

G
B

 agent, reportedly planted in 'the:highest echelons of, U.S. 
intelligence, has never been found. • 

'
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y
o

u
n

g
 R

u
ssian

 w
o
rk

ers m
y

 o
w

n
 

age." B
ecause of his subsidy from

 the 
"R

ed C
ross," O

sw
ald found his so-

cial life fuller than it had ever been 
before—

"theater, m
ovies or opera 

alm
ost every day. I'm

 living big and 
am

 v
ery

 satisfied
." 

B
ut in the spring of 196o the diary 

sw
itched from

 a -tone of elation to 
one of disillusionm

ent. T
he turning 

point cam
e on M

ay D
ay, 196o, the 

d
ay

 P
o
w

ers w
as sh

o
t d

o
w

n
. S

o
o
n
 

O
sw

ald
's d

iary
 w

as sh
o

w
in

g
 th

is 
k
in

d
 o

f en
try

: 
A

s m
y R

ussian im
proves I becom

e 
increasingly conscious of just w

hat 
sort of society I live in. M

ass gym
nas-

tics, com
pulsory af ter-w

ork m
eeting; 

usually political inform
ation m

eet-
ing. C

om
pulsory attendance at lec-

tures and the sending of the entire 
shop collective (except m

e) to pick 
potatoes on a S

unday. 

F
ro

m
 th

is p
o
in

t o
n
, th

e d
iary

 
effectively show

s O
sw

ald's progres-
sive disillusionm

ent over the strict 
party discipline in the factory and the 
lack of recreational diversions out-
sid

e w
o
rk

. A
s su

ch
, it p

ro
v
id

es a 
convenient explanation for w

hy an 
A

m
erican

 d
efecto

r w
h
o
 arriv

es in
 

the S
oviet U

nion fervently com
m

it- 

*It se
e

m
s in

co
n

siste
n

t w
ith

 A
m

e
rica

n
 tra

ve
le

rs' 
re

p
o
rts o

f R
u
ssia

n
 fe

a
r o

f co
n
ta

ct w
ith

 W
e
ste

rn
e
rs 

th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

's fe
llo

w
 w

o
rke

rs w
o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 re
ce

ive
d
 

h
im

 so
 e

n
th

u
sia

stica
lly. A

 fo
rm

e
r e

n
g
in

e
e
r fro

m
 

M
in

sk, w
h
o
 kn

e
w

 se
ve

ra
l p

e
o
p
le

 e
m

p
lo

ye
d
 a

t th
e
 

ra
d

io
 a

n
d

 T
V

 p
la

n
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 tim

e
 O

s
w

a
ld

 
w

o
rk

e
d
 th

e
re

, d
e
fe

c
te

d
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 in

 
1

9
6

8
. In

 a
n

 in
te

rvie
w

 co
n

d
u

cte
d

 fo
r th

is b
o

o
k, h

e
 

stu
d

 th
a

t th
e

 w
o

rke
rs w

e
n

t o
u

t o
f th

e
ir w

a
y to

 a
vo

id
 

being seen w
ith O

sw
ald, som

etim
es going so far as 

to
 !ic to

 h
im

 a
b
o
u
t w

h
e
re

 th
e
y w

e
re

 m
e
e
tin

g
 fo

r a
n
 

o
u
tin

g
 so

 th
a
t h

e
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t fin

d
 th

e
m

. 

1
6
2
 

ted to M
arxism

 m
ight subsequently 

decide to return to the U
nited S

tates: 
A

 m
icroscopic exam

ination of O
s-

w
ald's handw

riting in this diary indi-
cates that the entire m

anuscript w
as 

w
ritten in one or tw

o sessions. T
he 

m
isd

atin
g
 o

f a n
u
m

b
er o

f ev
en

ts 
show

s that the w
riting took place at 

least o
n

e y
ear after th

e ev
en

ts d
e-

scribed. F
or exam

ple, in the O
ctober 

31, 1959, entry O
sw

ald discusses his 
visit to the U

.S
. em

bassy in M
oscow

 
th

at d
ay

 an
d
 n

o
tes in

 p
assin

g
 th

at 
John M

cV
ickar had replaced R

ich-
ard

 S
n
y
d
er as "h

ead
 co

n
su

l." T
h
is 

ch
an

g
e d

id
 n

o
t o

ccu
r u

n
til A

u
g
u
st 

1961, 21 m
onths later. 

A
nother anachronism

 appears in 
the entry supposedly w

ritten on Jan-
uary 5, I960; he quotes the salary he 
is to receive at the M

insk factory in 
new

 rubles, although the ruble w
as 

n
o
t rev

alu
ed

 u
n
til ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 

one year later. 
S

uch anachronism
s strongly sug-

gest that the diary w
as prepared to 

p
ro

v
id

e O
sw

ald
 w

ith
 a co

n
sisten

t 
cover story, or "legend," accounting 
for his decision to leave the U

.S
.S

.R
. 

T
hat w

ould also explain how
 he w

as 
able to take this m

aterial out of the 
S

oviet U
nion. 

D
uring the period w

hen O
sw

ald 
com

plains about ,the dearth of rec- 
• reation in M

insk, he w
as allow

ed to 
have a r6-m

m
. shotgun and seem

s to 
have spent w

eekends shooting sm
all 

g
am

e in
 th

e co
u

n
try

sid
e. H

e b
e-

lo
n

g
ed

 to
 a h

u
n

tin
g

 clu
b

. S
u

b
se- 

quently, a S
oviet defector revealed 

that som
e of his ow

n K
G

B
 training 

in
 w

eap
o

n
ry

 h
ad

 b
een

 co
n

d
u

cted
 

under the cover of a "sporting club." 
A

nd there is a K
G

B
 training center 

in M
insk.* 

O
ther glim

pses of O
sw

ald's life in 
M

insk com
e from

 an album
 of snap-

shots found in D
allas in 1963. F

ar 
fro

m
 d

ep
ictin

g
 th

e d
rab

n
ess d

e-
scribed in the diary, they show

 O
s-

w
ald living a far richer life than he 

ever did in the U
nited S

tates. F
or the 

first tim
e, h

e h
ad

 h
is o

w
n
 ap

art-
m

ent—
w

ith a separate living room
 

gaily decorated w
ith flow

ered w
all-

paper, tiled floors and m
odern furni-

ture. It had a m
agnificent view

 of the 
bend of the S

visloch R
iver, and tw

o 
private balconies from

 w
hich to ob-

serve the ships w
inding up the river. 

H
e seem

s also
 to

 h
av

e h
ad

 a 
sophisticated phonograph, records 
o
f classical m

u
sic, sh

elv
es fu

ll o
f 

books, a 35-m
m

. cam
era and a w

ard-
robe of E

uropean-style clothes. O
ne 

picture, presum
ably taken in the lush 

park in front of O
sw

ald's apartm
ent, 

sh
o
w

s h
im

 w
earin

g
 o

n
ly

 h
is su

it 
trousers, his head snuggled content-
ed

ly
 o

n
 th

e b
are sh

o
u

ld
er o

f E
lea-

nora Z
iger, daughter of his factory 

m
an

ag
er, A

lex
an

d
er Z

ig
er. O

th
er 

p
ictu

res in
 th

e alb
u
m

 co
n
firm

 an
 

existence that does not m
esh w

ith the 
account in the diary. 

"M
y W

ife Is R
ussian" 

D
U

R
IN

G
 the "m

issing year," the 
F

B
I, the S

tate D
epartm

ent and L
ee's 

*In
 1

9
6
4
, th

e
 C

IA
 in

fo
rm

e
d
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
 th

a
t it h

a
d
 n

o
 firm

 evidence th
a
t a

 K
G

B
 

tra
in

in
g
 sch

o
o
l e

xiste
d
 in

 M
in

sk. T
h
e

 e
n
g
in

e
e
r 

fro
m

 M
in

sk w
h
o
 d

e
fe

cte
d
 in

 1
9
6
8
 id

e
n
tifie

d
 th

e
 

ce
n
te

r, w
h
ich

 h
e
 sa

id
 w

a
s w

e
ll kn

o
w

n
 b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f 

its o
n
e
-w

a
y w

in
d
o
w

s a
n
d
 h

ig
h
 w

a
ll. 

m
other, M

arguerite O
sw

ald, m
ade 

sev
eral v

ain
 attem

p
ts to

 learn
 h

is 
w

h
ereab

o
u

ts. F
in

ally
, M

arg
u

erite 
decided to take m

atters into her ow
n 

hands and w
ent to W

ashington. O
n 

F
ebruary r, 1961, less than a w

eek 
after her trip, the S

tate D
epartm

ent 
sen

t in
 th

e d
ip

lo
m

atic p
o
u
ch

 to
 

M
oscow

 a "W
elfare W

hereabouts" 
m

em
o
 o

n
 O

sw
ald

, req
u
estin

g
 th

e 
em

b
assy

 "to
 in

fo
rm

 th
e [S

o
v
iet] 

M
inistry of F

oreign A
ffairs that O

s-
w

ald
's m

o
th

er is w
o
rried

 as to
 h

is 
personal safety, and anxious to hear 
from

 him
." T

his non-classified com
-

m
unication w

as routinely forw
arded 

to the consular section. C
onsul R

ich-
ard S

nyder did not, how
ever, take 

any action on the request. H
e didn't 

need to. 
O

n F
ebniary 13, S

nyder found a 
letter fro

m
 O

sw
ald

 o
n
 h

is d
esk

, 
postm

arked M
insk, F

ebruary 5. H
e 

w
as asto

n
ish

ed
 to

 read
 th

at th
e 

young M
arine, w

ho had belligerent-
ly slam

m
ed his passport on the em

-
b

assy
 d

esk
 1

5
 m

o
n

th
s b

efo
re an

d
 

categ
o

rically
 stated

 th
at h

e n
ev

er 
w

anted to live in the U
nited S

tates 
again, w

as now
 w

riting in a m
atter-

of-fact tone: "I desire to return to the 
U

nited S
tates." 

S
n
y
d
er co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

elp
 b

ein
g
 

struck by the coincidence of dates. 
W

h
y
 w

o
u
ld

 O
sw

ald
, after all th

is 
tim

e, suddenly w
rite to the em

bassy a 
few

 d
ay

s after it h
ad

 receiv
ed

 a 
req

u
est to

 lo
cate h

im
? S

in
ce su

ch
 

non-classified requests w
ere avail- 

able to S
oviet nationals w

orking for 
the em

bassy and discussed in areas 
vulnerable to S

oviet eavesdropping 
1
6
3
 



L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 SE

C
R

E
T

 W
O

R
L

D
 O

F
 L

E
E

 H
A

R
V

E
Y

 O
SW

A
L

D
 

devices, it seem
ed "quite probable" 

to
 S

n
y
d
er th

at th
e K

G
B

, alerted
 to

 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
's ren

ew
ed

 in
terest in

 
O

sw
ald, took advantage' of the op-

portunity by having O
sw

ald request 
repatriation. 

T
h

ere w
ere in

itially
 so

m
e q

u
es-

tio
n

s ab
o

u
t tak

in
g

 O
sw

ald
 b

ack
—

q
u

estio
n

s ab
o

u
t h

is sin
cerity

, an
d

 
ab

o
u

t w
h
at p

art th
e K

G
B

 m
ig

h
t b

e 
p
lay

in
g
 in

 th
e req

u
est. In

 th
e en

d
, 

O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s a

llo
w

e
d
 to

 re
tu

rn
, 

though som
e 16 m

onths w
ould pass 

b
efo

re h
is d

ep
artu

re fro
m

 R
u

ssia. 
In the m

eantim
e, he added an entire-

ly new
 dim

ension to the problem
 by 

inform
ing the em

bassy on M
ay 16, 

"S
in

ce m
y
 last letter I h

av
e g

o
t-

ten
 m

arried
. M

y
 w

ife is R
u
ssian

, 
b
o
rn

 in
 L

en
in

g
rad

, sh
e h

as n
o
 p

ar-
en

ts liv
in

g
 an

d
 is q

u
ite w

illin
g

 to
 

leave the S
oviet U

nion w
ith m

e and 
'liv

e in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. I w
o

u
ld

 
n
o
t leav

e h
ere w

ith
o
u
t m

y
 w

ife so
 

arran
g
em

en
ts w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
 b

e 
m

ad
e fo

r h
er to

 leav
e at th

e sam
e 

tim
e I d

o
." 

A
gencies of the U

S
. governm

ent 
b

eg
an

 ch
eck

in
g

 in
to

 th
e w

o
m

an
's 

b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
, w

ith
 n

o
 su

ccess. It 
w

as n
o

t u
n

til 1
9

6
4

, in
 D

allas, th
at 

sh
e fu

rn
ish

ed
 fed

eral in
v
estig

ato
rs 

w
ith

 an
y

 d
etails o

f h
er life in

 th
e 

S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
. T

h
e sto

ry
 sh

e to
ld

 
th

en
, an

d
 rep

eated
 to

 th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission, w

as of a poor, parent-
less g

irl fallin
g

 in
 lo

v
e. w

ith
 an

 
A

m
erican defector. 

In
 th

is tale M
arin

a N
ik

o
laev

n
a 

P
rusakova w

as born out of w
edlock 

on July 17, 1941, in the seaside tow
n 

of M
olotovsk in the arctic province 
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of A
rkhangelsk. M

arina never knew
 

h
er fath

er.*
 H

er m
o
th

er, K
lav

d
ia 

V
asilyevna P

rusakova, w
as unable to 

care fo
r h

er, an
d
 left h

er w
ith

 h
er 

grandparents in the city of A
rkhan-

g
elsk

. M
arin

a d
id

 n
o
t rejo

in
 h

er 
m

other until she w
as seven. In the 

interim
 K

lavdia had m
arried an elec-

trical w
orker, A

lexander Ivanovich 
M

edvedev. 
In 1952 M

edvedev and the fam
ily 

m
oved to L

eningrad. A
t first, M

ari-
n
a atten

d
ed

 th
e 3

7
4
th

 W
o
m

en
's 

S
chool. In 1955, she enrolled in the 

P
harm

acy T
eknikum

, a school spe-
cializin

g
 in

 train
in

g
 p

h
arm

acists. 
W

hile she w
as training, her m

other 
died. S

oon M
arina began to find life 

unbearable in the hom
e of her step-

father, w
here she felt like a stranger. 

U
pon graduation in June 1959, she 

w
as assigned a job in a pharm

aceuti-
cal w

arehouse, but after one day at 
w

ork she quit. 
N

ow
, at 18, thin and delicate w

ith 
thick dark eyelashes, she discovered 
herself to be extrem

ely attractive to 
(C

o
n

tin
u

e
d

 o
n

 p
a

g
e

 1
7

4
) 

'T
he R

ussians have a strict system
 w

hich re-
quires that the m

iddle nam
e identify a person's• 

father; therefore, M
arina N

ikolaevna should have 
had a father nam

ed N
ikolai. Y

et M
arina insisted 

that she did not know
 even the nam

e of her father. 
Y

ears later, M
arina told a very different story to 

her biographer, P
riscilla Johnson M

cM
illan. S

he 
said that the nam

e she used until 1958 w
as M

arina 
A

le
xa

n
d
ro

vn
a
 M

e
d
ve

d
e
va

. U
n
til th

e
n
 sh

e
 h

a
d
 

assum
ed she w

as the daughter of A
lexander M

ed-
vedev, her m

other's husband. H
ow

ever, w
hen she 

w
rote aw

ay for her birth certificate, she found that 
she had been born illegitim

ate, and been given the 
nam

e M
arina N

ikolaevna P
rusakova. M

edvedev 
th

e
n
 to

ld
 h

e
r th

a
t h

e
r re

a
l fa

th
e
r w

a
s N

ico
la

i 
D

idenko, a traitor w
ho had been executed by the 

S
oviets. 



m
en

. S
h

e freq
u

en
tly

 w
en

t to
 th

e 
M

aryinsky O
pera H

ouse, w
here she 

w
ould go backstage in the hope of 

getting connected w
ith the theatrical 

co
m

p
an

y
. T

o
w

ard
 th

e en
d

 o
f A

u
-

g
u

st, sh
e felt th

e ten
sio

n
s at h

o
m

e 
increasing, and she decided to m

ove 
to M

insk, w
here she w

as invited to 
liv

e w
ith

 h
er u

n
cle, L

t. C
o
l. Ily

a 
V

asily
ev

ich
 P

ru
sak

o
v
. H

e w
as an

 
engineer for the M

inistry of Internal 
A

ffairs (M
V

D
), w

hich had responsi-
bility for civil-law

 enforcem
ent; his 

rank m
ade him

 one of M
insk's m

ore 
pow

erful citizens. L
ike m

ost influ-
ential governm

ent officials, he w
as a 

m
em

ber of the C
om

m
unist P

arty. 
B

y O
ctober, M

arina w
as assigned 

a position in the pharm
aceutical sec-

tion of the T
hird C

linical H
ospital, 

fillin
g

 p
rescrip

tio
n
s fo

r p
atien

ts. 
T

h
ro

u
g
h
 th

e P
ru

sak
o
v
s, sh

e m
et 

students in the professional schools 
(m

ed
icin

e, arch
itectu

re an
d

 en
g

i-
neering), w

ho constituted a very elite 
group in S

oviet society. S
he spent her 

sp
are tim

e w
ith

 h
er n

ew
 frien

d
s at 

coffeehouses around V
ictory S

quare 
or at their dachas in the country. 

In M
arch 1961, at a dance in the 

P
alace o

f C
u

ltu
re, sh

e w
as in

tro
-

duced to a young m
an nam

ed A
lik, 

w
ho seem

ed instantly draw
n to her. 

T
h

ey
 d

an
ced

, an
d

 sh
e n

o
ticed

 h
e 

spoke R
ussian w

ith a slight accent. 
S

he found to her surprise that he w
as 

an
 A

m
erican

 n
am

ed
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 

O
sw

ald, living in M
insk. 

T
he next w

eek, M
arina m

et O
s-

w
ald at another dance. S

he agreed to 
allow

 him
 to take her out the follow

-
in

g
 F

rid
ay

, b
u

t h
e d

ev
elo

p
ed

 an
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earache. O
n M

arch 3o, the day be-
fo

re h
is d

ate w
ith

 M
arin

a, O
sw

ald
 

w
as adm

itted to the F
ourth C

linical 
H

ospital for an adenoid operation. 
A

lthough patients w
ere ordinarily 

allo
w

ed
 to

 b
e v

isited
 o

n
ly

 o
n
 S

u
n
-

d
ay

s, M
arin

a saw
 O

sw
ald

 alm
o

st 
every day w

hile he w
as recuperating. 

In
 h

er w
h
ite p

h
arm

acist's u
n
ifo

rm
, 

she could com
e and go as she liked. 

H
e h

ad
 "a v

ery
 sick

ly
 lo

o
k
 ab

o
u
t 

him
," w

hich m
ade her feel sorry for 

h
im

. W
h

en
 O

sw
ald

 ask
ed

 h
er to

 
m

arry him
 from

 his hospital bed, she 
co

u
ld

n
't refu

se. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 sh

e "d
id

 
not yet love L

ee," she agreed to be 
h
is fian

cee, an
d
 o

n
 A

p
ril 3

o
 th

ey
 

receiv
ed

 o
fficial p

erm
issio

n
 to

 b
e 

m
arried. 

O
ddities 

T
H

E
 E

N
T

IR
E

 C
O

U
R

T
SH

IP, from
 the 

tim
e O

sw
ald first saw

 M
arina to the 

tim
e h

e p
ro

p
o
sed

 m
arriag

e, th
u
s 

took place in less than one m
onth. It 

also took place under very unusual 
circu

m
stan

ces. U
p
 u

n
til th

is p
o
in

t 
th

ey
 h

ad
 n

o
t h

ad
 ev

en
 o

n
e fo

rm
al 

date. M
ost of their "rom

ance" w
ould 

have to have taken place w
hile O

s-
w

ald w
as confined to a hospital bed, 

u
n
d
er m

ed
icatio

n
. M

o
reo

v
er, th

e 
m

arriag
e o

f an
 A

m
erican

 d
efecto

r 
and the niece of an M

V
D

 colonel w
as 

unusual under any circum
stances. 

S
oon after the m

arriage, M
arina 

ap
p

lied
 to

 S
o

v
iet o

fficials in
 b

o
th

 
M

in
sk

 an
d

 M
o

sco
w

 fo
r p

erm
its to

 
leav

e fo
r th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. W

ith
 

th
o

se in
 h

an
d
, sh

e b
eg

an
 filin

g
 th

e 
necessary applications w

ith U
.S

. au-
thorities. D

iscrepancies in her state- 

m
ents and in her birth records w

ere 
later to

 raise th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at 
n

ew
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts—
p

erh
ap

s ev
en

 a 
new

 identity—
w

ere furnished to M
a-

rin
a after it w

as d
ecid

ed
 

th
at she 

w
o
u
ld

 acco
m

p
an

y
 O

sw
'ald

 to
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates. 

In July, O
sw

ald and M
arina had 

several interview
s w

ith U
S

. em
bassy 

personnel in M
oscow

. O
sw

ald de-
p
icted

 M
arin

a as th
e v

ictim
 o

f 
u

n
relen

tin
g

 S
o

v
iet h

arassm
en

t to
 

dissuade her from
 leaving the S

oviet 
U

nion, a story w
hich, if believed by 

U
S

. authorities, m
ight serve to expe-

dite favorable action in her case. In 
an O

ctober 4 letter he asked the U
S

. 
em

bassy to institute official inquiries 
about the m

atter "since there have 
been system

atic and concerted at-
tem

p
ts to

 in
tim

id
ate m

y
 w

ife in
to

 
w

ith
d
raw

in
g
 h

er ap
p
licatio

n
 fo

r a 
visa. T

hese incidents have resulted in 
m

y w
ife being hospitalized for a five-

day period, on S
eptem

ber 22, 1961, 
for nervous exhaustion." 

M
arin

a's p
ersecu

tio
n
 seem

s to
 

have had little basis in fact. H
ospital 

records do not show
 that M

arina w
as 

co
n

fin
ed

 o
r treated

 fo
r "n

erv
o

u
s 

exhaustion" during this period, and 
sh

e h
erself d

en
ied

 in
 su

b
seq

u
en

t 
testim

o
n
y
 th

at sh
e h

ad
 ev

er b
een

 
hospitalized because of any harass-
m

en
t. (S

h
e d

id
 v

isit a h
o
sp

ital in
 

A
u

g
u

st b
ecau

se sh
e h

ad
 b

eco
m

e 
pregnant, and had a series of blood 
tests. S

he gave birth on F
ebruary 15, 

1962, to a girl, nam
ed, in the R

ussian 
style, June L

ee O
sw

ald.) 
A

t last, in M
ay 1962, the em

bassy 
notified the O

sw
alds that their docu- 

m
ents w

ere ready. T
heir route took 

th
em

 fro
m

 M
in

sk
 to

 M
o
sco

w
 an

d
 

then across E
urope by train to A

m
-

sterdam
. T

hey boarded the M
aasdam

 
o

n
 Ju

n
e 4

 to
 cro

ss to
 th

e U
n

ited
 

States. 
W

h
ile

 M
a
rin

a
 te

n
d
e
d
 th

e
ir 

daughter, O
sw

ald w
ent to the ship's 

library and scribbled out his political 
philosophy on 17 sheets of station-
cry. In these notes he attem

pted to 
develop a position for him

self that 
w

o
u
ld

 seem
 reaso

n
ab

le to
 A

m
eri-

cans. A
nticipating the questions he 

m
ight be asked by authorities O

n his 
re-en

try
 in

to
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, h
e 

lab
o

rio
u

sly
 w

ro
te o

u
t tw

o
 sets o

f 
questions and answ

ers—
the first un-

g
u
ard

ed
 an

d
 th

e o
th

er an
 ed

ited
 

v
ersio

n
. B

o
th

 sets o
f h

an
d
w

ritten
 

notes w
ere found am

ong his effects 
in 1963. 

F
o
r ex

am
p
le, th

e rep
ly

 to
 th

e 
q
u
e
ry

 "W
h
y
 d

id
 y

o
u
 g

o
 to

 th
e
 

U
.S

.S
.R

.?" in the first version is: "I 
w

ent as a m
ark of disgust and protest 

against A
m

erican political policies, 
m

y personal sign of discontent and 
horror at the m

isguided line of rea-
soning of the U

.S
. governm

ent." 
In answ

er to the sam
e question in 

th
e san

itized
 v

ersio
n
, h

e w
ro

te: "I 
w

ent as a citizen of the U
nited S

tates 
(as a to

u
rist) resid

in
g

 in
 a fo

reig
n

 
country, w

hich I have a perfect right 
to do. I w

ent there to see the land, the 
people and how

 their system
 w

orks." 
In the first version he adm

its w
riting 

letters renouncing his allegiance to 
the U

nited S
tates, w

hile in the subse-
quent version he flatly denies ever 
w

ritin
g

 su
ch

 letters. S
im

ilarly
, h

e 
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to arranging—
and rearranging—

each 
of the O

sw
alds' lives. 

It w
as only a few

 m
onths earlier, at 

the beginning of the sum
m

er, that D
e 

M
ohrenschildt had first appeared as a 

to
tal stran

g
er at A

d
m

iral B
ru

to
n
's 

front door, to be m
et by M

rs. B
ruton. 

H
e stood six feet, tw

o inches tall, w
ith 

w
indblow

n, dark-blond hair and the 
physique of a pow

erfully built ath-
lete. H

e sp
o
k
e w

ith
 a cu

ltiv
ated

 
continental accent. 

D
e M

ohrenschildt explained that 
he had been draw

n to her house by 
m

em
ories of the good tim

es he had 
h

ad
 th

ere w
h

en
 it w

as o
w

n
ed

 b
y

 a 
frien

d
 o

f h
is. H

e to
ld

 h
o
w

 h
e h

ad
 

heaped build the sw
im

m
ing pool and 

th
e b

rick
 b

arb
ecu

e. A
t th

e tim
e it 

never occurred to M
rs. B

ruton that 
D

e M
ohrenschildt m

ight be invent-
ing this. Indeed, D

e M
ohrenschildt 

spoke so convincingly about the for-
m

er ow
ner that M

rs. B
ruton invited 

him
 in to see the renovations she and 

her husband had m
ade. 

D
e M

o
h
ren

sch
ild

t w
alk

ed
 fro

m
 

w
ing to w

ing, lavishing praise on the 
changes. H

e told her that he w
as the 

so
n
 o

f a R
u
ssian

 m
arsh

al w
h
o
 h

ad
 

been killed by the com
m

unists in the 
revolution. H

e had fled R
ussia w

hen 
he w

as still a child, gone to school in 
F

rance and then, after em
igrating to 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, en

tered
 th

e o
il 

business. 
W

hen they reached the B
rutons' 

pool, D
e M

ohrenschildt asked if he 
could show

 it to his w
ife. M

rs. B
ru-

to
n
 in

v
ited

 h
im

 to
 u

se it w
h
en

ev
er 

he liked, and for the rest of the sum
-

m
er th

e D
e M

o
h

ren
sch

ild
ts d

ro
v

e 
178 

to F
arm

ers B
ranch alm

ost every day. 
A

d
m

iral B
ru

to
n
 accep

ted
 th

ese 
v

isito
rs w

ith
 m

o
re h

esitatio
n

 th
an

 
did his w

ife. A
 subm

arine com
m

and-
er, h

e h
ad

 risen
 to

 b
e d

irecto
r o

f 
N

aval com
m

unications. In this ca-
pacity he had reorganized the top-
secret global system

 that the N
avy 

uses to com
m

unicate w
ith, and con-

trol the m
ovem

ents of, all its ships, 
planes and m

issiles, and also to pin-
point the location of enem

y vessels. 
In 196o he retired from

 the N
avy and 

joined C
ollins R

adio in R
ichardson, 

T
exas, w

here he continued to w
ork 

o
n

 m
o

d
ern

izin
g

 an
d

 refin
in

g
 th

e 
com

m
unications system

. 
A

t one point, A
dm

iral B
ruton w

as 
taken aback w

hen D
e M

ohrenschildt 
sh

o
w

ed
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f th
e N

av
y

 
C

ro
sses th

at B
ru

to
n

 h
ad

 w
o

n
 as a 

su
b

m
arin

e co
m

m
an

d
er in

 W
o

rld
 

W
ar II. (Jeanne D

e M
ohrenschildt 

later to
ld

 m
e th

at sh
e h

ad
 co

m
e 

across these m
edals w

hile searching 
through bureau draw

ers in the B
ru-

ton hom
e and subsequently told her 

husband about them
. S

he never ex-
p

lain
ed

 w
h

at sh
e h

ad
 b

een
 lo

o
k

-
in

g
 fo

r in
 th

e B
ru

to
n

s' p
erso

n
al 

quarters.) 

TH
F. F

B
I, C

IA
, O

ffice of N
aval Intel-

ligence and other governm
ent agen-

cies had been investigating G
eorge 

D
e M

ohrenschildt since 1941. T
he 

F
B

I investigation w
ent on for m

ore 
th

an
 sev

en
 y

ears, b
u
t all th

at w
as 

k
n

o
w

n
 ab

o
u

t h
im

 fo
r certain

 w
as 

th
at h

e h
ad

 arriv
ed

 in
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates in M
ay 1938, carrying a P

olish 
passport, issued in B

elgium
, w

hich 

A 

7
f4f— t1"V

ir
 

Shim
m

ering. 

rfk
o alifo

o p....) 	
I' 	

' 

•! 

A
 b

lazin
g

 b
all &

f g
lass, flo

atin
g

 in
 an

g
 

o
f ch

ro
m

e, sh
o
o
tin

g
 ray

s th
at sp

ark
le, 

d
azzle an

d
 d

elig
h

t. 
S

e
a
rs m

o
st p

o
p
u
la

r C
o
n
te

m
p
o
ra

ry
 

chandelier (upper left) is Just one of m
any 

sle
e
k
, m

o
d
e
rn

 d
e
sig

n
s y

o
u
'll fin

d
 a

t 
S

ears L
ig

h
tin

g
 B

o
u
tiq

u
e, all at attrac-

tiv
e p

rices. 
Y

o
u
'll fin

d
 a

 w
id

e
 ra

n
g
e
 o

f o
th

e
r 

fash
io

n
 lig

h
tin

g
, to

o
, in

clu
d
in

g
 T

rad
i-

tio
n
al, C

o
lo

n
ial, an

d
 T

iffan
y
 sty

les. 
C

o
m

e see o
u

r w
h

o
le g

alax
y

 o
f lig

h
t-

in
g
 fa

sh
io

n
s. Y

o
u
'll fin

d
 th

a
t q

u
a
lity

, 
se

le
c
tio

n
 a

n
d

 v
a
lu

e
 a

re
 w

h
a
t S

e
a
rs 

L
ig

h
tin

g
 B

o
u
tiq

u
e is all ab

o
u
t. 

A
v

ailab
le at all S

ears sto
res... m

o
st 

sty
les also

 av
ailab

le in
 catalo

g
. 

S
ears 
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identified him as Jerzy Sergius von 
Mohrenschildt and stated that he 
had been born in Mozyr, Russia, in 
1911. Some three years later, when 
he was briefly detained for sketching 
a Naval installation in Aransas Pass, 
Texas, an examination of his papers 
revealed 	two different biographical 
sketches. The first identified him as 
being "of Swedish origin, born April 
17, 1911"; the second portrayed 
him as a "Greek Catholic," born 
in 1914. 

The resumes indicated that he had 
been educated in Belgium and held 
either a business or philosophy de-
gree. He claimed to have had such 
diverse occupations as insurance 
salesman, film producer, newspaper 
correspondent and textile salesman, 
altough the FBI was able to estab-
lish that he was not actually earning 
money from any of these professions. 
Moreover, British mail intercepts in 
Bermuda at the start of World War II 
indicated that he was closely associat-
ed with intelligence agents working 
against the Allies. 

The CIA became interested in De 
Mohrenschildt in 1957, when he was 
recommended as a geologist to be 
sent to Yugoslavia by the American 
government. A CIA summary of the 
Dc Mohrenschildt file states: 

De Mohrenschildt appears to be a 
dubious character. In 1942 he was 
considered a Naci sympathizer and 
possible intelligence agent; he spent 
a good deal of time in Mexico, where 
he was suspected of possible subver-
sive actic.itics; and at the Universi-
ty of Texas, ,,v1Tsce he enrolled in  

1944, he was said to have communist 
tendencies. 

In the summer of 196o De Mohr-
enschildt disappeared from sight for 
almost a year, telling friends in Dal-
las that he and Jeanne were going on 
an r t,000-mile walking trip along 
Indian trails from Mexico to South 
America. The De Mohrenschildts re-
emerged in April 1961 in Guatema-
la, just as CIA-trained Cubans were 
being marshaled for the Bay of Pigs 
invasion of Cuba. De Mohrenschildt 
had been in Guatemala for approxi-
mately four months, and his route 
took him within a few miles of the 
CIA training bases. After months 
of further travel, the De Mohren-
schildts returned to Dallas and, in 
the summer of 1962, contacted Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

Toward the end of the summer, 
De Mohrenschildt told Admiral Bru-
ton about a young ex-Marine who 
had defected to the Soviet Union, 
become disillusioned with commu-
nism and returned to the United 
States. He hoped that Bruton might 
become interested in Oswald and 
help place him in a job in the elec-
tronics field. AcCurding to De Mohr-
enschildt, Bruton abruptly chahged 
the subject. It was obvious to him 
that Bruton would not help. 

ARRIVING at the Brutons' home, De 
Mohrenschildt let himself in the rear 
gate and led Marina and Jeanne to 
the swimming pool. That October 
afternoon was the only time that the 
De Mohrenschildts had ever arrived 
with a guest. Admiral Moron was 
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away in Europe on business, but 
Mrs. Bruton greeted them enthusias-
tically. De Mohrenschildt intro-
duced Marina, and Mrs. Bruton,was 
immediately struck with her beauty. 

De Mohrenschildt explained to 
Mrs. Bruton some of Marina's back-
ground, adding that Marina and her 
baby had been cruelly deserted. 
Shaking his head sadly, he said that 
since Marina spoke no English she 
would have difficulty finding em-
ployment. She had no money and no 
place for her and her child to live. 
Temporarily, he and Jeanne were 
taking care of her, but they couldn't 
for long. 

Mrs. Bruton was appalled by the 
woman's predicament, but even as 
they were discussing her situation a 
gaunt young man suddenly appeared 
at the gate—Marina's supposedly es-
tranged husband, Lee Oswald. De 
Mohrenschildt stiffened and became 
silent; his glare made it obvious that 
Oswald was not supposed to be 
there. Jeanne took Marina into the 
house without a word to Oswald. A 
few tense moments followed. Then 
another guest, a captain in the Army, 
broke the ice by asking Oswald 
about his experiences in Russia. Ile 
found Oswald's responses far more 
articulate and intelligent than he 
had expected, given what he had 
been hearing about Oswald. As the 
poolside conversatiotr progressed 
into the early evening, Marina 
joined her husband and sat at his 
side. 

De Mohrtischildt remained uu 

cha racreristicilly quiet. Clearly, Os- 
1S2 

vvald was not acting like a man who 
had deserted his wife, and from the 
way he talked he still regarded Mari-
na as his wife. 

In fact, De Mohrenschildt knew 
that Marina and Oswald were not 
estranged, and were living together 
at their apartment in Fort Worth up 
to that morning. If his plan had been 
to facilitate their moving to separate 
quarters with the explanation that 
Oswald had cruelly abandoned Ma-
rina, then Oswald's blundering in 
had upset it. Certainly, under the 
circumstances, Mrs. Bruton was not 
about to take in Marina and her 
baby. (In the month ahead, De 
Mohrenschildt again told the story of 
Marina being mistreated and on two 
occasions tried to find another home 
for her.) 

Now, De Mohrenschildt signaled 
that it was time to go, and Jeanne, 
Marina, June and Oswald drove off 
with him. Mrs. Bruton never saw the 
Oswalds again, and Dc Mohren-
schildt never brought them up.* 

Underground 

SHORTLY AFTER this visit, De 
Mohrenschildt returned home to 
find that someone had apparently 
made a series of pencil marks on a 
long report he had written about his 
expedition through Central Amer-
ica. He assumed that such marks 
were used to focus in a camera and 
that someone had brokers into his 

a,,,;t1,6011, tci;h:r 
no: Mr', 11;ut v., tan, 	by 	FBI, th 
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A
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e tim
e h

e also
 h

ad
 a m

an
u
-

script that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald had 
w

ritten about his stay in M
insk, and 

he realized that this docum
ent m

ight 
also have been photographed. C

on-
cerned that the C

IA
 w

as behind the 
b
reak

-in
, h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 call o
n
 J. 

W
alter M

o
o
re, th

e, C
IA

 ag
en

t in
 

D
allas w

ho had debriefed him
 w

hen 
he had returned from

 Y
ugoslavia. 

D
e M

o
h
ren

sch
ild

t ask
ed

 M
o
o
re 

w
h
eth

er h
is ag

en
cy

 o
r an

y
 o

th
er 

governm
ent agency w

as behind the 
exam

ination of his personal papers. 
M

o
o
re, tak

en
 ab

ack
 b

y
 th

e accu
sa-

tion, flatly denied that the C
IA

 w
as 

involved. 
D

e M
ohrenschildt asked w

hether 
he w

as under any sort of investiga- 

tion because of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 
D

e M
o
h
ren

sch
ild

t, 
M

oore again answ
ered no. H

e then 
pressed M

oore to find out if O
sw

ald 
w

as suspected of being dangerous in 
any w

ay and, according to D
e M

ohr-
enschilcIt's recollection, M

oore said 
that O

sw
ald w

as m
erely a "harm

less 
lunatic" of no concern to his agency. 
If M

oore had answ
ered differently 

and suggested that O
sw

ald w
as un-

der som
e sort of suspicion, D

e M
ohr-

enschildt w
as prepared, as he said, to 

"drop O
sw

ald." 

O
N

 O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 7, 1962, D

C
 M

ohren-
schildt set up a m

eeting betw
een the 

O
sw

alds and several m
em

bers of the 
R

u
ssian

 co
m

m
u
n
ity

. O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

precipitated a crisis by saying that he 
had been fired from

 his job at L
eslie 

W
elding. In fact, he not only w

as still 
em

p
lo

y
ed

 b
u
t w

as lo
o
k
ed

 o
n
 w

ith
 

favor at the com
pany. A

ccording to 
one person present at the m

eeting, 
D

e M
o
h
ren

sch
ild

t w
as clearly

 th
e 

leader in planning a new
 m

ove for 
O

sw
ald. 

T
he next evening O

sw
ald m

ade 
his w

ay to D
allas. N

o one, not even 
M

arin
a, w

as to
 k

n
o
w

 h
is p

recise 
w

h
ereab

o
u
ts fo

r a m
o
n
th

. H
e w

as 
now

, as he him
self later w

rote in a 
letter, "underground." 

O
n T
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ctober 9, O

sw
ald 

w
en

t to
 th

e o
ffices o
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e T

ex
as 

E
m

ploym
ent C

om
m

ission in D
allas, 

and w
as first sent to a firm

 that had 
an

 o
p
en

in
g
 fo

r a m
essen

g
er. H

e 
failed to get the job because he said 
he w

anted som
ething w

ith an oppor-
tunity for advancem

ent. O
sw

ald w
as  

next sent, on O
ctober t t, to Jaggars-

C
hiles-S

tovall, a large typesetting 
firm

 in D
allas. 

W
h
en

 O
sw

ald
 m

et Jo
h
n
 G

raef, 
d
irecto

r o
f th

e co
m

p
an

y
's p

h
o
to

-
g
rap

h
ic d

ep
artm

en
t, h

e lo
o
k
ed

 
clean-cut and eager. A

sked about his 
last jo

b
, h

e ex
p
lain

ed
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

been a M
arine. 

"H
o
n
o
ra

b
ly

 d
isc

h
a
rg

e
d
, o

f 
course?" G

raef said half-jokingly. 
"O

h
, y

es," O
sw

ald
 rep

lied
, al-

th
o

u
g

h
, as h

e k
n

ew
, h

is d
isch

arg
e 

had been dow
ngraded to "undesir-

able" after his defection to R
ussia. 

L
ater th

at d
ay

, O
sw

ald
 learn

ed
 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 a

 jo
b
, a

n
d
 th

e
 n

e
x
t 

m
orning he reported to w

ork. 
T

h
e m

ain
 b

u
sin

ess o
f- Jag

g
ars-

C
hiles-S

tovall w
as preparing print- 
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em

selv
es w

ere n
o
t o

n
 th

e 
prem

ises, this w
as nevertheless high-

ly classified w
ork. T

he m
aps w

ere 
m

ade from
 secret aerial photographs 

presum
ably taken from

 spy satellites, 
U

-2 planes and other form
s of clan-

d
estin

e reco
n
n
aissan

ce. T
h
u
s, th

e 
:ists of cities in the S

oviet U
nion and 

C
h
in

a th
at w

ere b
ein

g
 set co

u
ld

 
provide clues to the targets of these 
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w
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city within the eastern United States 
would be vulnerable to these mis-
siles, when operational. 

On receiving this ominous report, 
President John F. Kennedy sum-
moned an emergency meeting of the 
National Security Council. The Cu-
ban missile crisis had begun. 

At Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall, Oswald 
learned to operate such specialized 
photographic equipment as distor-
tion cameras, phototypesetters and 
Robertson vertical cameras. Soon he 
became proficient at such techniques 
as line modifications, blowups, re-
verses and miniaturizations. 

Oswald used these skills to forge 
identification papers for himself 
at Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall under the 
alias A. J. Hidell, including a fake 
draft card and Certificate of Service 
in the Marines. 

He found that his knowledge of 
Russian came in handy. He offered 
on at least one occasion to translate 
the Cyrillic symbols on a list that was 
being prepared for the Army Map 
Service and explained to the fore-
man of the section working on this 
classified material that these were 
Russian place-names. This exchange 
was observed by one of Oswald's 
fellow workers, Jack Bowen. 

Once Oswald asked another em-
ploye, Dennis Hyman Ofstein, if he 
knew what the word "microdot" 
meant. OEstein answered no. 

Oswald then explained that it was 
a photographic techniquc in which a 
mass of documents could be reduced 
to a dot. Spies usLd such microdots 
fur sending d'qa. 

In his personal address book, next 
to the entry for Jaggars-Chiles-
Stovall, Oswald wrote the word "mi-
crodot," connecting the place where 
he worked with a basic technique of 
espionage. 

(Some eight months after Oswald 
left Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall, the FBI 
conducted an investigation of his 
employment there. Agents showed a 
photograph of a strap and leather 
pouch that Oswald might have used 
to conceal a miniature camera, but 
no one recalled seeing Oswald with 
either the pouch or the camera. 
Leonard Calverly, who was ques-
tioned by the FBI about the photo-
graph and asked never to discuss the 
interview with anyone, recalls find-
ing, shortly after Oswald had left 
Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall, some false 
identification papers that Oswald 
had apparently reproduced.) 

During his first month at Jaggars-
Chiles-Stovall, Oswald saw very little 
of Marina, and De Mohrenschildt 
attempted to find a separate home 
for her in the Russian community. 
Oswald would visit on weekends. 

Before seeing Marina on the week-
end of October 27, Oswald stopped 
at Dc Mohrenschildt's home. Only 
days before, the United States and the 
Soviet Union had moved to the brink 
of war over the deployment of Soviet 
missiles in Cuba. But Khrushchev 
had finally backed down and agreed 
to remove the weapons. De Mohren-
sehildt expressed relief that war had 
been averted. 

On Sunday, Oswald told Marina 
(Co 	l'a,;;* 190 
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It 
M

int m
id, th

e n
ex

t w
eek

, h
e 

fo
u
n
d
 an

 ap
artm

en
t o

n
 E

lsb
eth

 
S

treet in the O
ak C

liff section of D
al-

las. M
arina m

oved on N
ovem

ber 4. 
T

h
e n

ex
t ev

en
in

g
 th

e lan
d

lad
y

 at 
E

lsbeth S
treet received a telephone 

call from
 som

eone trying urgently to 
get in touch w

ith O
sw

ald. H
e spoke 

w
ith

 an
 o

d
d
-so

u
n
d
in

g
 accen

t an
d
 

asked her to have O
sw

ald or his w
ife 

call "G
eo

rg
e." W

h
en

 O
sw

ald
 g

o
t 

th
e m

essag
e, h

e called
 G

eo
rg

e D
e 

M
o
h
ren

sch
ild

t. B
o
th

 O
sw

ald
 an

d
 

M
arin

a sp
o

k
e to

 h
im

 in
 R

u
ssian

. 
(O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 th
e lan

d
lad

y
, w

h
o
se 

phone they had used, that they w
ere 

speaking C
zech and that his w

ife w
as 

from
 C

zechoslovakia.) 
A

t ab
o
u
t ten

 o
'clo

ck
 th

at n
ig

h
t, 

A
nna M

eIler, a friend in the R
ussian 

co
m

m
u
n
ity

, receiv
ed

 a telep
h
o
n
e 

call fro
m

 M
arin

a, ask
in

g
 w

h
eth

er 
she could stay at her apartm

ent that 
evening. S

he said that she had just 
had a fight w

ith O
sw

ald. M
rs. M

eller 
told her to com

e right over. 
S

ubsequently, D
e M

ohrenschildt 
told everyone in the R

ussian com
m

u-
nity that the problem

s betw
een M

a-
rin

a an
d

 O
sw

ald
 w

ere irreso
lv

ab
le 

and that they w
ere now

 separated for 
g
o
o
d
. H

e w
en

t in
to

 g
reat d

etail 
about O

sw
ald's allegedly cruel treat-

m
ent of M

arina. M
arina also told her 

R
ussian friends that she w

as being 
h
arsh

ly
, an

d
 so

m
etim

es b
ru

tally
, 

treated. D
espite this, on N

ovem
ber 

18, M
arina suddenly agreed to m

ove 
b
ack

 in
 w

ith
 O

sw
ald

 o
n

 E
lsb

eth
 

S
treet. 
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a flurry of requests for political lit-
erature. F

rom
 P

ioneer P
ublishers, a 

firm
 connected w

ith the leftist M
ill-

tant (to w
hich he w

as a subscriber), 
h

e o
rd

ered
 th

ree p
o

litical tracts: 
"T

h
e C

o
m

in
g

 A
m

erican
 R

ev
o

lu
-

tion," "T
he E

nd of the C
om

intern" 
and "M

anifesto of the F
ourth Inter-

n
atio

n
al." H

e h
ad

 alread
y

 w
ritten

 
to both the S

ocialist W
orkers P

arty 
an

d
 th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ist P
arty

 in
 N

ew
 

Y
ork C

ity, offering to w
ork for their 

publications. 
In

 early
 F

eb
ru

ary
, D

e M
o
h
ren

-
schildt arranged for O

sw
ald to m

eet 
a young friend of his nam

ed V
olk-

m
ar S

ch
m

id
t, w

h
o

 h
ad

 co
m

e fro
m

 
W

est G
erm

any to the U
nited S

tates 
ab

o
u
t a y

ear an
d
 a h

alf earlier. D
e 

M
o

h
ren

sch
ild

t k
n

ew
 th

at S
ch

m
id

t 
w

as fascinated w
ith political ideolo-

g
y
 an

d
 assu

m
ed

 th
at h

e m
ig

h
t b

e 
in

terested
 in

 m
eetin

g
 a self-sty

led
 

revolutionary w
ho had once defect: 

ed to the S
oviet'U

nion. 
T

h
eir co

n
v

ersatio
n

 lasted
 m

o
re 

th
an

 th
ree h

o
u
rs. A

lm
o
st fro

m
 th

e 
m

om
ent O

sw
ald began talking about 

his experiences in the S
oviet U

nion, 
S

chm
idt w

as im
pressed by his "burn-

in
g
 d

ed
icatio

n
" to

 w
h
at h

e co
n
sid

-
ered "political truth." T

hen the talk 
turned to the subject of the K

ennedy 
A

d
m

in
istratio

n
. S

ch
m

id
t ex

p
ected

 
th

at O
sw

ald
 w

o
u
ld

 ex
p
ress lib

eral 
sentim

ents about the P
resident's at-

tem
p
ts at refo

rm
. In

stead
, O

sw
ald

 
launched into a violent attack on the 
P

resid
en

t's fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

, citin
g

  

,,th the R
ay of P

igs invasion and the 

In an intentionally m
elodram

atic 
w

ay, S
chm

idt brought up the subject 
of M

aj. G
en. E

dw
in A

. W
alker, w

ho 
had been forced to resign from

 the 
A

rm
y because of his support for the 

John B
irch S

ociety and other right-
w

in
g

 cau
ses. H

e su
g

g
ested

 th
at 

W
alker's speeches at the U

niversity 
of M

ississippi, w
hich the federal gov-

ernm
ent w

as then trying to desegre-
gate, w

ere directly responsible for 
the riots and bloodshed—

including 
the deaths of tw

o reporters—
on that 

cam
pus. H

e com
pared W

alker w
ith 

H
itler and said that both should be 

treated as m
urderers. 

O
sw

ald seized on the analogy be-
tw

een
 H

itler an
d

 W
alk

er to
 arg

u
e 

th
at A

m
erica w

as m
o

v
in

g
 to

w
ard

 
fascism

. A
s he spoke, he seem

ed to 
grow

 m
ore and m

ore excited. 

A
 

W
E

E
K

 O
R

 S
O

 LA
TE

R
, M

arina advised 
the S

oviet em
bassy in W

ashington, 
D

.C
., that she w

anted to return to the 
U

.S
.S

.R
. "w

h
ere I ag

ain
 w

ill feel 
m

yself a full-fledged citizen." S
he 

ex
p

lain
ed

 afterw
ard

 th
at sh

e h
ad

 
w

ritten
 th

is letter at th
e b

eh
est o

f 
O

sw
ald, w

ho "handed m
e the paper, 

a pencil, and said, 'W
rite.' " 

In early M
arch, M

arina and O
s-

w
ald

 m
o

v
ed

 fro
m

 th
eir ap

artm
en

t 
o

n
 E

lsb
eth

 S
treet to

 an
o

th
er tw

o
 

blocks aw
ay on W

est N
eely S

treet. It 
w

as th
eir elev

en
th

 m
o
v
e in

 few
er 

th
an

 fiv
e m

o
n
th

s. T
h
e ap

artm
en

t 
seem

ed to have no advantage over 
their form

er one, except to obscure 

'1:. 
day, M

arch to
, he photographed the 

alley behind W
alker's house in the 

w
ealthy T

urtle C
reek section of D

al-
las. A

ccording to M
arina, he put the 

photographs and other inform
ation 

in
to

 a jo
u
rn

al, w
h
ich

 h
e k

ep
t 

in 
his study. 

T
w

o days after this he ordered a 
M

an
n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
 rifle w

ith
 a 

telescopic sight from
 K

lein's S
port-

ing G
oods S

tore in C
hicago. H

e used 
th

e
 a

lia
s A

. H
id

e
r a

n
d

 a
 p

o
st-

office box in D
allas. 

M
eanw

hile, things had not been 
g
o
in

g
 w

ell fo
r O

sw
ald

 at Jag
g
ars-

C
hiles-S

tovall. W
hether because of 

poor w
ork or because the F

B
I had 

found out that he w
as em

ployed by a 
firm

 that did secret w
ork—

as he told 
M

arina—
he had been put on notice 

th
at h

is jo
b
 w

o
u
ld

 en
d
 o

n
 A

p
ril 5

. 
A

sk
ed

 b
y
 a co

-w
o
rk

er w
h
at h

e 
planned to do next, he said, sm

iling 
cry

p
tically

, "I m
ig

h
t g

o
 b

ack
 to

 
R

ussia." 
O

n M
arch 31 he had M

arina pho-
tograph him

 in their back yard. H
e 

w
as dressed entirely in black, w

ith a 
.38-caliber revolver in a holster on 
h

is h
ip

. In
 h

is rig
h

t h
an

d
, lie h

eld
 

high his new
ly acquired rifle. In his 

other hand, he had tw
o new

spapers: 
The W

orker an
d

 th
e M

ilitant. 
H

e m
ad

e a n
u
m

b
er o

f co
p
ies o

f 
these photographs. H

e inscribed one 
to his daughter, June. O

n another he 
scrib

b
led

, "R
ead

y
 fo

r A
n

y
th

in
g

," 
and told M

arina he w
as sending it to 

the 
M

ilitant. 
O

n
 

a th
ird

 p
ictu

re, 

th
e
ir tra

il—
fo

r b
y
 n

o
w

 O
s
w

a
lt! h

a
il 



m
ean

t fo
r G

eo
rg

e D
e M

o
h
ren

-
schildt, he w

rote, "F
or G

eorge, L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald," and dated it "5-IV

-
6

3
" (A

p
ril 5

, 1
9

6
3

). O
n

 th
e sam

e 
copy M

arina jotted dow
n in R

ussian, 
"T

h
e H

u
n

ter o
f F

ascism
. H

a, H
a, 

H
a," and apparently forw

arded it to 
D

e M
ohrenschildt. 

O
n F

riday evening, A
pril 5, O

s-
w

ald
 w

rap
p

ed
 h

is rifle in
 an

 o
ld

 
raincoat. M

arina asked him
 w

here he 
w

as going w
ith the w

eapon. O
sw

ald 
an

sw
ered

, "T
arg

et p
ractice." S

h
e 

saw
 h

im
 b

o
ard

 a b
u
s. H

e retu
rn

ed
 

tw
o hours later w

ithout the rifle. 
O

n W
ednesday, A

pril to, O
sw

ald 
!eft a note telling M

arina w
hat to do 

in case he w
as apprehended by the 

p
o

lice, k
ilted

 o
r h

ad
 to

 flee. H
e 

instructed her in R
ussian: "S

end the 
inform

ation as to w
hat happened to 

m
e to the em

bassy and include new
s-

p
ap

er clip
p

in
g

s (sh
o

u
ld

 th
ere b

e 
an

y
th

in
g

 ab
o

u
t m

e in
 th

e n
ew

sp
a-

p
ers)." H

e w
as clearly

 referrin
g

 to
 

the S
oviet em

bassy, w
hich he sug-

g
ested

 "w
ill co

m
e q

u
ick

ly
 to

 y
o
u
r 

assistance on learning everything." 
A

t about nine that evening G
ener-

al W
alker w

as seated at his desk in 
his study. S

uddenly a bullet crashed 
through the w

indow
, w

hizzed by his 
h
ead

 an
d
 em

b
ed

d
ed

 itself in
 th

e 
w

all. K
irk C

olem
an, a 14-year-old 

n
e
ig

h
b
o
r, h

e
a
rd

 th
e
 sh

o
t a

n
d
 

clim
b

ed
 a fen

ce to
 see w

h
at w

as 
happening. H

e saw
 one m

an putting 
so

m
eth

in
g
 in

 th
e tru

n
k
 o

f a F
o
rd

 
sedan and, a few

 feet aw
ay, a second 

m
an getting into another car. B

oth 
cars then raced aw

ay. 
O

sw
ald cam

e hom
e at about 1:3o 
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an
d

 to
ld

 M
arin

a th
at h

e h
ad

 ju
st 

attem
p
ted

 to
 sh

o
o
t W

alk
er. W

h
y
? 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 M
arin

a, O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

concluded that W
alker w

as a danger-
ous fascist, like H

itler. H
e reasoned 

that if H
itler had been assassinated 

early in his career, fascism
 w

ould not 
h

av
e co

m
e to

 G
erm

an
y

, an
d

 "m
il-

lio
n

s o
f liv

es w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
saved." 

M
arina insisted that he destroy the 

n
o
teb

o
o
k
 an

d
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
s th

at h
e 

had put together as part of the assas-
sination plan. S

he, how
ever, kept the 

incrim
inating letter of instructions, 

and even after the K
ennedy assassi-

n
atio

n
 d

id
 n

o
t tu

rn
 it o

v
er to

 th
e 

police, S
ecret S

ervice or F
B

I. O
nly 

w
h

en
 a frien

d
 fo

u
n

d
 it in

 a co
o

k
-

book, and gave it to the authorities, 
d

id
 M

a
rin

a
 a

d
m

it th
a
t sh

e
 h

a
d

 
know

n of O
sw

ald's attem
pt on G

en-
eral W

alker's life. 
O

n
 S

atu
rd

ay
 ev

en
in

g
 th

e D
e 

M
ohrenschildts stopped by the O

s-
w

ald
s' ap

artm
en

t. T
h
e first th

in
g
 

G
eo

rg
e said

, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 M
arin

a, 
w

as, "L
ee, how

 did you m
iss G

eneral 
W

alker?" F
or D

e M
ohrenschildt, it 

w
as a "lo

g
ical assu

m
p
tio

n
" th

at 
O

sw
ald

 m
ig

h
t b

e th
e sn

ip
er, as h

e 
later ex

p
lain

ed
 b

efo
re th

e W
arren

 
C

om
m

ission. 
L

ooking at O
sw

ald, he could see 
that his rem

ark had greatly disturbed 
h
im

. O
sw

ald
 ap

p
eared

 ten
se an

d
 

uncom
fortable—

indeed, hardly able 
to

 g
et a g

rip
 o

n
 h

im
self. If h

e had 
tak

en
 th

e sh
o
t at W

alk
er, as D

e 
M

o
h
ren

sch
ild

t su
sp

ected
, h

e w
as 

dangerously out of control. 
S

hortly after this m
eeting, the D

e  

M
ohrenschildts and O

sw
ald parted 

com
pany, never to see one another 

again. 

O
sw

ald's G
am

e 

O
N

 A
P

R
IL

 25, 1963, O
sw

ald ar-
riv

ed
 in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s w
ith

 tw
o
 

duffel bags, w
hich contained som

e 
hastily packed clothes, his personal 
p
ap

ers an
d
 th

e d
ism

an
tled

 M
an

n
-

lich
er-C

arcan
o
 rifle. M

arin
a w

as 
again living w

ith a friend in T
exas. 

O
sw

ald spent m
ost of his days job 

hunting, and eventually found som
e-

thing w
ith the W

illiam
 B

. R
eily C

o., 
w

hich roasted and sold coffee. H
e  

then called M
arina and she cam

e to 
N

ew
 O

rleans. 
M

arin
a still h

ad
 n

o
t h

ad
 a rep

ly
 

fro
m

 th
e S

o
v
iet em

b
assy

 o
n
 h

er 
request to return to R

ussia. S
he w

as 
alm

ost five-m
onths pregnant • and 

realized
 th

at O
sw

ald
 w

o
u
ld

 so
o
n
 

have to m
ake som

e concrete deci-
sions about w

here they w
ould live. 

Y
et it w

as clear to M
arina that O

s-
w

ald w
as now

 seeking a new
 direc-

tion. A
nd it seem

ed to be C
uba. A

s 
far as he w

as concerned, the S
oviets 

w
ere not revolutionary enough, and 

K
hrushchev had clearly acquiesced 

to K
ennedy's dem

and for the rem
ov- 
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T
he D

eath of G
eorge D

e M
ohrenschildt 

O
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O

PL
E

 interview
ed for this book, by far the m

ost 
m

ysterious w
as G

eorge D
c M

ohrenschildt. L
ong before the public release of 

classified reports that identified D
e M

ohrenschildt as a suspected intelligence 
agent, E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein had determ
ined that .this suave, R

ussian-born 
im

m
igrant had taken an extraordinary interest in L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. In 

A
pril 1976, E

pstein interview
ed G

eorge and Jeanne D
e M

ohrenschildt in 
D

allas. Early in 1977, Epstein contacted D
e M

ohrenschildt again and arranged 
for a four-day interview

 w
ith him

 in M
arch. 

T
w

o w
eeks before the interview

, D
e M

ohrenschildt flew
 to E

urope w
ith 

W
illem

 O
ltm

ans, a D
utch journalist. A

 few
 days later he disappeared. 

O
ltm

ans returned to the U
nited States and m

ade a sensational report to the 
H

ouse C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations: D
e M

ohrenschildt, he declared, had 
stated that he had advance know

ledge of the K
ennedy assassination. 

For days, D
e M

ohrenschildt's w
hereabouts rem

ained unknow
n. T

hen, on 
M

arch 17, he called T
he D

igest to say that he w
as in Florida and w

as still 
w

illing to m
eet w

ith E
pstein. T

he interview
 began in Palm

 B
each on M

arch 
28. In their first m

eeting, D
e M

ohrenschildt denied to E
pstein that he had ever 

told O
ltm

ans that he had advance know
ledge of the assassination. T

he 
follow

ing day, the tw
o m

en m
et in the m

orning, and just before D
e 

M
ohrenschildt left for lunch at the nearby hom

e w
here he w

as staying, he told 
E

pstein about the photograph of O
sw

ald that w
as inscribed by M

arina. 
T

w
o hours later, D

e M
ohrenschildt w

as found shot to death in w
hat 

appeared to be a suicide, leaving a gap in O
sw

ald's secret w
orld that w

ill 
probably never be com

pletely filled in. 	
-T

H
E

 E
D

IT
O

R
S
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S
end 250 for your copy 

of the new
 1978 full color 

84-page S
chw

inn 
B

icycle C
atalog. 
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L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 SE

C
K

t 1 w
utu..i.i 	

..... 	
- 

al o
f th

e m
issiles fro

m
 C

u
b
a in

 

O
ctober. 
B

u
t g

ettin
g
 to

 C
u
b
a w

as a p
ro

b
-

lem
. S

ince it w
as illegal at the tim

e 

for a U
.S

. citizen to travel to C
uba, 

O
sw

ald w
ould have to obtain his visa 

at a C
u
b
an

 em
b
assy

 o
u
tsid

e th
e 

co
u
n
try

, an
d
 to

 d
o
 th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 

need credentials to prove support of 

the C
uban governm

ent. H
is gam

e in 

N
ew

 O
rleans involved creating just 

such a record. 
O

n M
ay 26 he w

rote a letter to the 

F
a
ir P

la
y
 fo

r C
u
b
a
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
, 

w
hich backed U

.S
. recognition of the 

C
astro regim

e, and proposed "rent-

ing a sm
all office at m

y ow
n expense 

for the purpose of form
ing a F

.P
.C

.C
. 

b
ran

ch
 h

ere in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s." H

e 

requested m
em

bership for him
self, 

ap
p
licatio

n
 b

lan
k
s fo

r o
th

ers, a 

charter for his chapter and a "picture 

of F
idel suitable for fram

ing." 

T
hree days later, w

ithout bother-

in
g
 to

 w
a
it fo

r a
 re

p
ly

, O
sw

a
ld

 

o
rd

ered
 r0

0
0
 co

p
ies o

f a h
an

d
b
ill 

fro
m

 th
e
 Jo

n
e
s P

rin
tin

g
 C

o
. It 

read
: "Jo

in
 th

e F
air P

lay
 fo

r C
u
b
a 

C
o
m

m
ittee, N

ew
 O

rlean
s C

h
arter 

M
em

b
er B

ran
ch

, F
ree L

iteratu
re, 

L
ectures, E

veryone W
elcom

e!" H
is 

purpose w
as not to build a function-

ing F
air P

lay chapter, but to create a 

d
o
ssier o

f letters, d
o
cu

m
en

ts an
d
 

new
s clippings that w

ould get him
 to 

C
uba. A

ll his activities that sum
m

er, 

M
arina later explained, w

ere "w
in-

dow
 dressing." 

S
ince he deem

ed it im
practical to 

take his fam
ily to C

uba, O
sw

ald had 

to
 m

ak
e o

th
er arran

g
em

en
ts fo

r 

them
. O

ne possibility w
as for M

arina 

198  

and June to return to R
ussia. A

t the 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 o

f Ju
ly

 h
e h

ad
 M

arin
a 

w
rite an

o
th

er letter to
 th

e S
o
v
iet 

em
bassy in W

ashington. S
he asked 

perm
ission for both her and O

sw
ald 

to return im
m

ediately to R
ussia and 

reside in L
eningrad. O

sw
ald added a 

handw
ritten note, im

ploring the em
-

bassy to "rush the entrance visa for 

the return of S
oviet citizen M

arina 

N
. O

sw
ald" and to consider his ow

n 

req
u
est fo

r an
 en

tran
ce v

isa 
"sepa-

rarely." (E
m

phasis is in the original 

letter.) If the S
oviet em

bassy granted 

them
 separate visas, he could use his 

to obtain a transit visa to C
uba, w

hile 

M
arina and June w

ent to R
ussia. 

O
n
 F

rid
ay

, A
u
g
u
st 9

, O
sw

ald
 

staged a pro-C
astro dem

onstration 

(h
is seco

n
d
 in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s) o
n
 

C
an

al S
treet. H

e w
as arrested

; a 

ju
d
g
e fin

ed
 h

im
 $

1
o
, w

h
ich

 h
e 

prom
ptly paid. O

n the w
ay out of the 

courtroom
 O

sw
ald w

as film
ed by a 

local television crew
, and that night 

he appeared on W
D

S
U

-T
V

. 

W
ith

in
 a few

 sh
o
rt m

o
n
th

s O
s-

w
ald had established an im

pressive 

record for him
self as one of C

astro's 

leading supporters in the southeast-

ern U
nited S

tates. H
e had appeared 

o
n
 fo

u
r rad

io
 an

d
 telev

isio
n
 p

ro
-

g
ram

s o
n
 b

eh
alf o

f C
u
b
a. H

e h
ad

 

been arrested and jailed for his ac-

tivities—
he had a record to prove it. 

H
e had form

ed the only F
air P

lay for 

C
uba C

om
m

ittee in L
ouisiana. H

e 

had spent his ow
n m

oney on propa-

g
an

d
a m

aterial an
d
 h

ad
 a file o

f 

receipts. O
sw

ald w
as now

 ready to 

apply for his C
uban visa. 

H
e p

rep
ared

 a resu
m

e o
f th

ese 

S
ch

w
in
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e
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 b
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r p
e
d
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S
chw

inn diam
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eight style 

fram
e.., no one builds a bike like S

chw
inn. 

P
lu

s S
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w
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u
a
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n
d
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ftsm
a
n
sh

ip
 th

a
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s ye
a
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 p
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 D
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inn Is p
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p
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b
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n
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a
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y
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G
ive it C

ham
pions. T

he w
orld's 

N
o, 1 se:ler. T

he plug that w
in

s
 

'n
o

te
 big races than any other 

brand. A
nd the plug that is m

ade 
exactly right for your car. W

hether 
it's C

hevy, P
ontiac, B

uick, O
lds or 

C
adillac. 

F
or G

M
 cars—

for any kind of 
car—

you can't buy a better plug 
than C

ham
pion. 

t r..V
A

:71C1,11 

Y
ou cztt't buy 

a butter I
 

C
ham

pion S
park P

lu
g  C

om
pany • T

oledo, O
H

 431361 

A
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127

) 	
!rig? rk,nrm

 r47.1 
U
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 w 
tittaisur,  

Iron poor blood is the m
ost w

idespread nutritional 
ailm

ent in A
m

erica today. A
nd taking vitam

ins can't help, 
b
ecau

se v
itam

in
s d

o
n
't co

n
tain

 iro
n
. 

T
ake G

eritol, everyday. G
eritol is so rich in iron, 

ju
st o

n
e tab

let co
n

tain
s m

o
re iro

n
 th

an
 ev

en
 a p

o
u

n
d

 
of calf's liver. P

lus vitam
ins im

portant to your health. 
G

eritol's iron can actually build your blood day by day. 
T

hat's w
hat m

akes it different from
 vitam

in pills—
and so im

portant to you. 

“
.

■ •
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r
r
v
i
u
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.
1
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y
r
 
t
.
c
c
 
n
u
n
 
v
G
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,J
a
 W

A
 L

I] 

seeing the overthrow
 of the regim

e 
in C

uba, and the first step, as far as he 
w

as concerned, had to be the assassi-
n
atio

n
 o

f C
astro

. H
e said

 th
at h

e 
w

ould be w
illing to undertake this 

"inside job" if he could be sure he 
w

ould have the support of the U
nit-

ed S
tates. 

T
his extraordinary offer w

as re-
layed to C

IA
 headquarters on S

ep-
tem

b
er 7

, an
d
 sen

t d
irectly

 to
 th

e 
S

pecial A
ffairs S

taff. T
he S

A
S

, head-
ed by D

esm
ond F

itzgerald, w
as the 

division w
ithin the C

IA
 w

ith respon-
sibility for all covert activities against 
C

uba. 
O

n the sam
e day, in H

avana, F
idel 

C
astro w

ent to the B
razilian em

bassy 
for a reception, and granted a private 
in

terv
iew

 to
 a rep

o
rter fro

m
 th

e 
A

sso
ciated

 P
ress. "U

n
ited

 S
tates 

leaders," he said, "should think that 
if they are aiding terrorist plans to 
elim

inate C
uban leaders, they them

-
selves w

ill not be safe." H
e specifi-

cally
 p

o
in

ted
 to

 th
e C

IA
 as b

ein
g

 
involved in such plans. 

T
he C

IA
 counterintelligence staff 

w
as stru

ck
 b

y
 th

e co
in

cid
en

ce o
f 

C
astro's choosing the B

razilian em
-

bassy as the place to issue his w
arning 

at the very tim
e that the C

IA
 officers 

in B
razil w

ere discussing elim
inating 

C
uban leaders w

ith C
ubella. Indeed, 

it raised the distinct possibility that 
C

ubella w
as a double agent sent over 

to test the intentions of the K
ennedy 

A
dm

inistration tow
ard C

astro. E
ven 

if C
ubella w

as not under the control 
o

f C
u

b
an

 in
tellig

en
ce, C

astro
's re-

m
ark

s su
g

g
ested

 th
at C

u
b

ella w
as 

(C
ontinued on page 204) 

activities for the C
uban em

bassy late 
th

at su
m

m
er an

d
 in

clu
d

ed
 a fairly

 
detailed autobiographical sketch. In 
S

eptem
ber the F

B
I intercepted let-

ters from
 O

sw
ald to leftist publica-

tions in N
ew

 Y
ork stating that he and 

h
is fam

ily
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e "relo

catin
g
 in

 
your area in a few

 w
eeks." B

y w
riting 

th
ese letters, O

sw
ald

 effectiv
ely

 
ghosted a false trail for him

self. 
A

ctually, O
sw

ald w
as headed in 

th
e o

p
p

o
site d

irectio
n

—
M

ex
ico

. 
T

here he intended to brief the C
uban 

em
bassy on his political activities and 

obtain the necessary docum
entation 

to get to C
uba. A

fter M
arina m

ade 
arrangem

ents for a friend to pick up 
h

er an
d

 Ju
n

e in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s an

d
 

tak
e th

em
 b

ack
 to

 T
ex

as, O
sw

ald
 

w
ent to the M

exican consulate and 
ap

p
lied

 fo
r a to

u
rist card

 to
 v

isit 
M

exico. 
H

e to
ld

 M
arin

a th
at sh

e m
ig

h
t 

never see him
 agaih—

at least not in 
A

m
erica. 

T
h
e C

u
b
an

 C
o
n
n
ectio

n
 

TH
A

T SA
M

E SEPTEM
B

ER
, in

 a safe 
house in S

ao P
aulo, B

razil, C
IA

 case 
o

fficers m
et w

ith
 D

r. R
o

lan
d

o
 C

u
-

bella, a m
inister w

ithout portfolio in 
th

e C
u

b
an

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t an
d

 clo
se 

p
erso

n
al frien

d
 o

f F
id

el C
astro

's. 
S

om
e tw

o years earlier, C
ubella had 

said he w
as disillusioned w

ith C
astro 

and offered to defect to the U
nited 

S
tates. T

h
e C

IA
 p

ersu
ad

ed
 h

im
 to

 
stay in place in C

uba as an agent. 
N

ow
, for the first tim

e since that 
m

eeting in 1961, C
ubella had m

ade 
contact w

ith the C
IA

. H
e cam

e right 
to

 th
e p

o
in

t. H
e w

as in
terested

 in
 

2
0
0
 



LEGEND: THE SECRET WORLD OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

"insecure"' in the sense that Cuban registered at the Hotel Cornercio 
intelligence might know about his' under the alias 0. H. Lee. 

discussions with the CIA. 	
First, he went to the Soviet em- 

The SAS had its own counterin- bass 
y to see if it could facilitate 

telligence section, and its chief the paperwork for a visa, as he 
warned Fitzgerald that Cubella's later explained to Marina. Then he 

bona fides 
were "subject to ques- walked over to the Cuban embassy, 

tion." He therefore strongly disap- only a block away, where he was 

proved of the entire operation. 	
interviewed by Silvia Tirado de 

The Ctrs 
covert activities against Duran. Oswald explained that he 

Cuba were then under the direct 
w

anted to stop in Cuba on his way to 

supervision of a Special Group in the the Soviet Union, where he planned 
National Security Council, augment- to resettle permanently with his wife. 

ed by At 	
General Robert Ken- He was, he insisted, "a friend of the 

nedy and Gen. Maxwell Taylor, a Cuban revolution" and presented his 

special adviser to President Kenne- documentary evidence. 

dy. This Special Group designated a 
	

His visa could not be processed, 

committee composed of Fitzgerald Senora Duran explained, without his 
and a representative of both the first having an entry visa to the 
Attorney General and the Secretary Soviet Union. She called the Soviet 

of State to weigh the risks involved 
embassy, then informed him that the 

in proceeding with covert actions Russian visa might take months. 

against Cuba. 	

Oswald returned the next day, 

The committee met a
30 p.m. at even though it was Saturday and the 

the Department of State on Septem- Cuban 
embassy was officially closed. 

ber 12, and concluded that although After a brief session with officials 
"there was a strong likelihood that there, he went back to the Soviet 

Castro Would retaliate in some way," 
embassy and s

uggested that the Sovi-

it would probably be at "a low et 
e
mbassy in Washington might be 

level." The specific possibility of able to le 
resolve th

m  e
e impas 

case. Aft er 
r 

"attacks against U.S. officials" was Oswald ft, the 
	bassy bled  

assumed to be "unlikely." 	
KGB center in Moscow, requesting 

Shortly after this review, Fit7gcr- guidance on granting an immediate 

Your dentit c 
• 

yoar teeth with 
Why sho 

Ever watch 
your dentist's 
machine? You 
know, the one 
with the little 
cleaning cup that 
rotates. 

t r 

I 	the home that 
works the same way.ToothPro. 

So effective is it that thousands 
of dentists have bought the 
ToothPro over the last 
year as the product 
was introduced 
to dentists and 

by- 

The 
rotary 

action of the 
cleaning cup 

allows the Tooth 
. Pro to get into places 

where the toothbrush can-
Becau se  the uniquely de- 

16 cup contours to 
each 

1
tooth, plaque and 

'ed with re ular tooth- 
. 

v co",  and tob,,cro. 

aid ordered the SAS case officers to visa. 
tell Cubella that his proposal for 

	
For the next three days Oswald 

eliminating Castro was under con- waited in Mexico City for the repl`i. 

sidcration at the "highest levels." 
	

Oil Tuesday he came back to th.f 
Cuban embasy for a final attempt to 

O.: Si- im .11;1- a 26, Oswald crossed 	
get his transit visa. At his reqnt"' 

the border into Mexico on a Conti- 
	

Seliora Duran again called the Sovie' 

nental 	a.:,s hos. le reachal 	em
bassy and handed the receiver. 

N` 	- 	ti— r , 	110,cning and 	Oswald. 11(• sp. , ke in rapid Rn•.''."' 

Now, there's 
something for 
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 d
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B
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 p
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d
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4
-p

ag
e R

e
a
d
e
r's D

ig
e
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llectio

n
, 

Y
O

U
 A

N
D

 Y
O

U
R

 C
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15 Zrarca lere esnOtsleshtoAcrtic are les 

to
 a S

o
v
iet g

u
ard

, Iv
an

 O
b
y
ed

k
o
v
, 

w
h
o
 ask

ed
 to

 w
h
o
m

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 

spoken at the em
bassy. O

sw
ald ex-

plained that he had seen "C
om

rade 
K

o
stik

o
v
" o

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 2

8
. T

h
e 

guard suggested that he again speak 
in person to K

ostikov. "I'll be right 
over," O

sw
ald said, and hung up. 

T
he next m

orning O
sw

ald caught 
a bus for T

exas. 
E

ven as O
sw

ald w
as leaving M

exi-
co, the C

IA
's interest in his contacts 

there intensified. Its station in M
exi-

co C
ity had been electronically inter-

cep
tin

g
 th

e p
h
o
n
e traffic b

etw
een

 
the C

uban and S
oviet em

bassies and 
had therefore m

onitored, and taped, 
the calls concerning O

sw
ald. 

V
alero V

ladim
irovich K

ostikov, 
listed

 m
erely

 as "attach
e, co

n
su

lar 
o
ffice" o

n
 th

e em
b
assy

 ro
ster, h

ad
  

been identified for som
e tim

e as an 
in

tellig
en

ce o
fficer fo

r th
e K

G
B

, 
w

ho specialized in handling S
oviet 

undercover agents operating in the 
U

nited S
tates. H

e w
as also suspected 

of being part of th
e T

h
irteen

th
 D

e-
p
artm

en
t o

f th
e K

G
B

, w
h
ich

 w
as 

involved w
ith planning sabotage and 

assassinations abroad. *
  

O
n O

ctober to, C
IA

 headquarters 
in W

ashington notified the F
B

I, the 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

f S
tate an

d
 th

e N
av

y
 

about O
sw

ald's contact w
ith the S

o-
viet em

bassy. S
ince the C

IA
 is not 

supposed to investigate U
.S

. citizens 
abroad w

ithout a "special request," 
it "did nothing further on the case." 

A
ccording to a not yet fully declas- 

*A
s of 1968. the C

IA
 categorically declared that 

K
o
stik

o
v
 w

as an
 o

fficer in
 th

e K
C

B
's T

h
irteen

th
 

D
epartm

ent. 

.... 	
....A

 a
m

 mata..pairtai 

rnr.7 	
7
\1

1;7
 

K
M

'S E
tal,T.-2170 	

 
S

o
m

e p
lan

t fo
o
d
s feed

 o
n
e p

art o
f th

e 
p
lan

t at th
e ex

p
en

se o
f th

e rest. 
N

ew
 E

arth C
are nourishes the w

hole p
lan

t 
w

ith 20 u
n
its each

 o
f n

itro
g
en

, p
h
o
sp

h
o
ru

s 
and potash. P

lus easily absorbed iron and 
m

anganese for rich, green leaf grow
th. 

E
arth C

are's balanced 60 unit form
ula 

assures a plant's grow
th and vigor from

 its 
topm

ost leaf to the bottom
 of its root system

. 
N

u
rsery

m
en

 p
refer 

its soluble form
ula 2 to 

1 for house plants, veg-
etab

les an
d
 flow

ers. 
B

uy E
arth C

are at 
y
o
u
r law

n
 an

d
 g

ard
en

 
center, and give a 
healthy greenhouse 
glow

 to everything 
you grow

. 

sifted 
F

B
I rep

o
rt, 

b
ased

 o
n
 state-

m
en

ts attrib
u
ted

 to
 F

id
el C

astro
, 

O
sw

ald
 m

ad
e w

ild
 claim

s at th
e 

C
uban em

bassy about w
hat he m

ight 
do for the C

uban revolution, includ-
ing even possible assassinations of 
U

.S. leaders. 
B

ack
 in

 D
allas, O

sw
ald

 sp
en

t a 
n
ig

h
t in

 th
e Y

M
C

A
, m

o
v
ed

 to
 a 

room
ing house on N

orth M
arsalis 

S
treet in the O

ak C
liff section, and a 

w
eek

 later ch
an

g
ed

 h
is resid

en
ce 

again—
this tim

e to a room
ing house 

at N
orth B

eckley S
treet. H

e regis-
tered here under the alias 0. H

. L
ee 

and forbade M
arina, w

ho w
as living 

w
ith a friend nam

ed R
uth P

aine in 
Irving, T

exas, to tell anyone w
here 

he w
as. A

fter several futile attem
pts 

to find a job, he heard through M
rs. 

P
ain

e o
f an

 o
p
en

in
g
 at th

e T
ex

as 

S
chool B

ook D
epository, w

here he 
w

as hired to fill orders for textbooks 
at $

1
.2

5
 an

 h
o
u
r. 

T
O

W
A

R
D

 T
H

E
. E

N
D

 O
F O

C
T

O
B

E
R

, C
u-

bella m
ad

e an
 ex

trao
rd

in
ary

 dem
and 

o
f th

e C
IA

. B
efo

re h
e w

o
u
ld

 g
o
 

ah
ead

 w
ith

 th
e p

lan
 to

 elim
in

ate 
C

astro, he w
anted som

e sort of "sig-
nal" from

 A
ttorney G

eneral K
enne-

dy that the K
ennedy A

dm
inistration 

w
o
u
ld

 activ
ely

 su
p
p
o
rt h

im
 in

 th
is 

endeavor. 
O

verruling objections by his ow
n 

S
A

S
 counterintelligence chief, D

es-
m

o
n
d
 F

itzg
erald

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 m
eet 

w
ith C

ubella him
self, as a "personal 

rep
resen

tativ
e" o

f K
en

n
ed

y
's. T

h
e 

m
eeting took place on O

ctober 29, 
1
9
6
3
. F

itzg
erald

 assu
red

 C
u
b
ella 

(C
ontinued on page 21o) 
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that once Castro had been removed 
from power the Kennedy Adminis-
tration would be fully prepared to 
aid a new government. Cubella 
asked for a rifle with telescopic 
sights, and a means of delivering a 
poison injection without detection, 
but Fitzgerald refused to discuss 
such specifics. 

About two weeks later, Fitzgerald 
arranged a further "signal" for Cu-
bella in a section of the speech Presi-
dent Kennedy delivered in Miami on 
November 18. It described the Cas-
tro government as a "small band of 
conspirators" whose removal would 
ensure U.S. assistance to Cuba. 

Then Fitzgerald ordered the case 
officer to arrange another meeting 
with Cubella—wherein specifics 
would be discussed. Cubella, in 

France, agreed to postpone his 
scheduled return to Cuba if the 
meeting could be held that week 
in Paris. The date agreed on was 
November 22. 

The Assassin 

OSWALD AROSE EARLY on Novem-
ber 22, 1963. The evening before, he 
had hitched a ride to Irving with 
Buell Wesley Frazier, a fellow work-
er at the book depository who was a 
neighbor of Ruth Paine's. Now, to 
be back in Dallas in time for work, 
he had to meet Frazier shortly after 
seven. He slipped off his wedding 
ring and left it, along with $ r7o of his 
savings, for Marina in a dresser 
drawer. He walked off down the 
block, carrying with him an oblong 

(Continued on page 216) 
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I:IV
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.• 
H
l
 S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

.-IL
D

 
p
ack

ag
e w

rap
p
ed

 in
 co

arse b
ro

w
n
 

paper. 
W

hen F
razier had asked O

sw
ald 

the day before w
hy he w

anted a ride 
to Irving, since he had never before 
visited his w

ife in m
idw

eek, O
sw

ald 
explained that he needed to pick up 
so

m
e "cu

rtain
 ro

d
s" fo

r h
is ro

o
m

 
in D

allas. W
hen F

razier saw
 O

sw
ald 

ap
p
ro

ach
in

g
 w

ith
 a p

ack
ag

e, h
e 

assum
ed it contained those rods. 

A
ir F

o
rce O

n
e lan

d
ed

 at L
o

v
e 

F
ield in D

allas that m
orning at 11:4o. 

A
s th

e w
aitin

g
 cro

w
d
 ch

eered
, th

e 
P

resident helped M
rs. K

ennedy into 
their lim

ousine. G
ov . John C

onnally 
and his w

ife m
aneuvered their w

ay 
in

to
 th

e ju
m

p
 seats in

 fro
n

t o
f th

e 
P

resid
en

t an
d
 h

is w
ife. It w

as a 
clear day, and the P

resident decided 
against using the transparent bubble-
to

p
 fo

r th
e
 m

o
to

rc
a
d
e
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

D
allas. 
In

 P
aris at ab

o
u
t n

o
o
n
 th

at d
ay

 
(P

aris tim
e), th

e C
IA

 case o
fficer 

kept his appointm
ent w

ith C
ubella. 

A
s h

e h
ad

 b
een

 in
stru

cted
 b

y
 F

itz-
g
erald

, h
e referred

 C
u
b
ella to

 th
e 

- sig
n

al" in
 th

e sp
eech

 P
resid

en
t 

K
ennedy had m

ade four days earlier. 
H

e th
en

 to
o
k
 o

u
t a p

en
 w

h
ich

 th
e 

C
IA

 laboratory had fashioned only 
clays before and dem

onstrated how
 

an alm
ost invisible needle shot out 

fro
m

 th
e o

th
erw

ise in
n
o
cen

t-lo
o
k
-

ing ball-point pen. H
e recom

m
end-

ed
 th

at C
u
b
ella u

se B
lack

 L
eaf-4

0
 

p
o
iso

n
, w

h
ich

 w
as b

o
th

 leth
al an

d
 

com
m

ercially available. H
e also as-

su
red

 C
u
b
ella th

at a h
ig

h
-p

o
w

ered
 

fitted
 w

ith
 telesco

p
ic sig

h
ts 

w
ould be provided. 
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In D
allas, em

ployes of the book 
depository w

ere breaking for lunch. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

tial m
o
to

rcad
e w

as 
scheduled to pass through the grassy 
plaza directly in front of the building 
in

 th
e n

ex
t h

alf h
o
u
r, an

d
 m

an
y
 o

f 
th

e w
o
rk

ers w
aited

 o
u
tsid

e fo
r a 

glim
pse of the P

resident. 
O

sw
ald

 rem
ain

ed
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 
floor, alone. M

oving a few
 cartons 

forw
ard, he erected a w

aist-high bar-
rier b

y
 th

e eastern
m

o
st w

in
d
o
w

. 
F

ro
m

 th
is v

an
tag

e p
o
in

t, h
e co

u
ld

 
see the three m

ain streets of D
allas—

E
lm

, M
ain

 an
d

 C
o

m
m

erce—
co

n
-

verge in the plaza below
. 

A
t 12:3o the P

resident's car passed 
the book depository, m

oving slow
ly 

dow
n E

lm
 S

treet. A
 m

om
ent later a 

rifle shot echoed through the plaza. 
T

he P
resident clutched at his throat 

w
ith both hands. A

 second shot hit 
G

overnor C
onnally, and the lim

ou-
sine cam

e to an alm
ost com

plete halt. 
A

 third shot exploded the P
resident's 

h
ead

. A
t ex

actly
 1

 p
.m

., Jo
h
n
 F

. 
K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as p
ro

n
o
u
n
ced

 d
ead

 at 
P

arkland M
em

orial H
ospital. 

S
ix

teen
 m

in
u
tes later, in

 O
ak

 
C

liff, D
allas police officer J. D

. T
ip-

pit w
as found bleeding to death near 

his radio car. W
itnesses at the scene 

said he had been shot repeatedly by a 
m

an in a gray jacket. 
A

t th
e b

o
o
k
 d

ep
o
sito

ry
, p

o
lice 

o
fficers fo

u
n

d
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
o

r 
th

ree em
p
ty

 cartrid
g
e cases an

d
 a 

M
annlicher-C

arcano rifle. C
hecking 

am
ong the em

ployes, R
oy T

ruly, the 
m

anager of the depository, quickly 
identified L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald as "a 

m
an m

issing." 

A
t 1

:5
o
, in

 O
ak

 C
liff, 1

6
 p

o
lice 

o
fficers m

o
v
ed

 in
to

 th
e d

ark
en

ed
 

T
exas T

heater, w
here a suspect in 

the T
ippit shooting had been report-

ed hiding. O
sw

ald w
as seated alone 

and didn't seem
 concerned until the 

p
o
licem

en
 ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 h
im

. S
u
d
-

d
en

ly
, h

e flailed
 o

u
t at th

e p
o
lice 

w
ith his fist and drew

 his snub-nosed 
.38 revolver. It took only a m

inute to 
overpow

er him
. 

A
t F

B
I headquarters in D

allas that 
afternoon, Jam

es H
osty heard from

 
his superior, G

ordon S
hanklin, that 

th
e p

rim
e su

sp
ect in

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 
assassination w

as L
ee H

arvey O
s-

w
ald

. T
h
e n

am
e stu

n
n
ed

 h
im

. F
o
r 

m
ore than tw

o m
onths he had per-

sonally superintended the O
sw

ald 
file. O

nly three w
eeks before, he had 

spoken to O
sw

ald's w
ife and learned 

th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as w

o
rk

in
g
 at th

e 
T

ex
as S

ch
o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
. 

T
hen O

sw
ald had com

e to the F
B

I 
o
ffices an

d
 left a th

reaten
in

g
 n

o
te 

w
h
ich

 b
eg

an
, "L

et th
is b

e a w
arn

-
in

g
." H

o
sty

 h
ad

 recen
tly

 receiv
ed

 
w

ord that the F
B

I had intercepted a 
letter that O

sw
ald had w

ritten to the 
S

oviet em
bassy suggesting that he 

h
ad

 b
u
sin

ess w
ith

 th
e S

o
v

iets in
 

H
av

an
a an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 trav

elin
g
 in

 
M

ex
ico

 u
n
d
er a false n

am
e. A

n
d
 

H
osty knew

 from
 a C

IA
 report that 

O
sw

ald had had contact w
ith S

oviet 
agent K

ostikov. 

C
oncealed Inform

ation 
T

H
E

 C
IA

 counterintelligence staff 
in W

ashington, under Jam
es Jesus 

A
ngleton, began the next m

orning 
to consider the im

plications of these  

contacts. R
eview

ing O
sw

ald's activi-
ties in M

exico in a m
em

orandum
—

 
esp

ecially
 h

is co
n

tact w
ith

. K
o

sti-
kov—

A
ngleton's staff suggested that 

the connection m
ight not be totally 

innocent. 
A

t to
:3

o
 a.m

. th
e F

B
I w

as in
-

form
ed through its liaison w

ith the 
C

IA
 of these possibly "sinister im

pli-
cations." A

lthough J. E
dgar H

oover 
sent P

resident L
yndon Johnson that 

very day a "background" report on 
O

sw
ald, he om

itted any m
ention of 

the F
B

I having had an open security 
case pending on O

sw
ald at the tim

e 
of the assassination. 

A
t ab

o
u
t t 1

 o
n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 2

4
, , 

C
apt. John W

ill F
ritz of the D

allas 
H

o
m

icid
e D

iv
isio

n
 b

eg
an

 m
ak

in
g
 

th
e fin

al p
rep

aratio
n
s to

 tran
sfer 

O
sw

ald from
 police headquarters to 

th
e co

u
n
ty

 jail. F
ritz h

ad
 n

o
t o

b
-

tain
ed

 th
e ad

m
issio

n
 o

f g
u
ilt h

e 
so

u
g
h
t. T

h
e p

riso
n
er h

ad
 lied

 m
e-

thodically about every piece of in-
crim

inating evidence. T
he plan now

 
called for O

sw
ald to be taken to the 

b
asem

en
t, w

h
ere h

e w
o
u
ld

 b
e p

u
t 

in
to

 an
 u

n
m

ark
ed

 p
o
lice car. A

n
 

arm
o
red

 car w
o
u
ld

 serv
e as a "d

e-
coy" to distract attention. 

"H
ere he com

es," som
eone shout-

ed as the prisoner em
erged from

 the 
elevator and w

as led tow
ard a ram

p. 
B

ut O
sw

ald never reached it. A
 short 

m
an w

ith beady eyes stepped out of 
the crow

d and fired a single bullet 
in

to
 O

sw
ald

's ab
d
o
m

en
. C

ap
tain

 
F

ritz id
en

tified
 th

e k
iller as Jack

 
R

uby, a D
allas bar ow

ner w
ho w

as 
w

ell know
n to the police. 

T
hat afternoon A

gent H
osty w

as 
2
1
7
 



su
m

m
o
n
ed

 to
 F

B
I h

ead
q
u
arters in

 
D

allas. A
ccording to H

osty's sw
orn 

testim
ony before a S

enate com
m

ittee 
y

ears later, h
is su

p
erio

r, G
o

rd
o

n
 

S
h
an

k
lin

, o
rd

ered
 h

im
 to

 d
estro

y
 

both the note that O
sw

ald had deliv-
ered

 to
 th

e F
B

I sh
o

rtly
 b

efo
re th

e 
assassination and the m

em
orandum

 
H

osty had prepared about the inci-
dent. R

eturning to his office, H
osty 

follow
ed orders and destroyed this 

evidence. 

A
T

 C
IA

 
H

E
A

D
Q

U
A

R
T

E
R

S
 o

n
 N

ovem
-

ber 25, the day K
ennedy w

as buried, 
a list o

f n
am

es o
f "all k

n
o

w
n

 co
n

-
tacts" of V

alery V
ladim

irovich K
os-

tikov w
as being traced through the 

C
IA

's volum
inous files by m

em
bers 

o
f A

n
g
leto

n
's co

u
n
terin

tellig
en

ce 
staff. E

ach C
IA

 division w
as asked to 

co
o
p
erate by supplying w

hatever rel-
evant inform

ation it had. O
ne nam

e 
on the list w

as R
olando C

ubella. 
W

hen the case officers in the S
A

S
 

d
iv

isio
n

 w
ere n

o
tified

 th
at A

n
g

le-
to

n
's staff h

ad
 p

u
t o

u
t a trace o

n
 

C
ubella only days after K

ennedy w
as 

killed, there w
as im

m
ediate alarm

. 
F

itzgerald decided against providing 
the C

ube!la file to A
ngleton. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
, F

itzg
erald

 o
rd

ered
 

th
e case o

fficer w
h

o
 h

ad
 m

et w
ith

 
C

u
b

ella o
n

 N
o

v
em

b
er 

2
2
 C

O
 om

it 
from

 his report any m
ention of the 

poison pen. S
ubsequently, F

itzger-
ald's ow

n division w
ould determ

ine 
that the C

ubella operation had been 
"in

secu
re." N

o
n

e o
f th

is w
o
u

ld
 b

e 
know

n to K
ennedy-assassination in-

vestigators. 
M

ean
w

h
ile, at 2

 D
zerth

in
sk

y
 

2
1

 

S
q

u
are in

 M
o

sco
w

, a m
an

 alread
y

 
know

n to the C
IA

 as Y
uri Ivanovich 

N
osenko arrived at K

G
B

 headquar-
ters. H

e proceeded to a room
 w

here 
a n

u
m

b
er o

f o
th

er K
G

B
 o

fficers 
w

ere discussing the K
ennedy assassi-

nation. S
om

e seven W
eeks later, he 

w
ould offer to defect Ito the U

nited 
S

tates, saying he had fill know
ledge 

o
f th

e K
G

B
's file o

r L
ee H

arv
ey

 
O

sw
ald. 

Inside O
ut 

B
y 1967, pressures, w

ere building 
w

ithin the C
IA

 to resolve the fate of 
Y

uri N
osenko. B

ecause so m
any of 

his statem
ents had raised doubts and 

su
sp

icio
n
s (o

r h
ad

 p
ro

v
ed

 to
 b

e 
false), fo

r n
early

 th
ree y

ears th
is 

d
efecto

r h
ad

 b
een

 im
p
riso

n
ed

 in
 a 

w
indow

less room
 in a C

IA
 "deten-

tio
n
 cen

ter" ju
st a few

 m
iles fro

m
 

dow
ntow

n W
ashington. 

W
hen N

osenko w
as first im

pris-
o
n
ed

 in
 th

e sp
rin

g
 o

f 1
9
6
4
, it w

as 
hoped that he m

ight adm
it to being a 

false agent, a m
essenger from

 M
os-

cow
. B

ut, as the w
eeks dragged on, 

C
IA

 interrogators realized that N
o-

sen
k

o
 w

as n
o

t a m
an

 w
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 

easily,crack. H
e had stuck steadfastly 

to
 h

is sto
ry

 th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as n

o
t 

connected w
ith the K

G
B

, even w
hen 

it m
eant revising som

e of his earlier 
assertions. In fact, the m

ore the C
IA

 
agents pressed N

osenko about O
s-

w
ald's relations w

ith K
G

B
 person-

nel, the m
ore adam

antly he denied 
even the possibility of such contacts. 

G
radually the C

IA
's S

oviet R
ussia 

D
ivision com

piled its final report on 
N

osenko. T
his docum

ent, w
hich ran  

to m
ore than 90o pages, evaluated all 

the inform
ation N

osenko had pro-
vided the C

IA
 since his first contact 

in t962. P
oint by point, it analyzed 

the contradictions and om
issions in 

the story. T
he report concluded that 

only one explanation fitted the estab-
lished facts: N

osenko w
as a S

oviet 
intelligence agent dispatched by the 
K

G
B

 ex
p

ressly
 fo

r th
e p

u
rp

o
se 

of delivering disinform
ation to the 

C
IA

, F
B

I and W
arren C

om
m

ission. 
T

h
e d

iv
isio

n
's rep

o
rt w

as fo
r-

w
arded to the head of the counter-

intelligence staff, Jam
es A

ngleton, 
w

ho ordered his chief of operations, 
N

ew
ton S

. M
iler, to fully reinvesti-

g
ate th

e N
o
sen

k
o
 case. A

s far as 
M

iler w
as concerned, the case for or 

ag
ain

st N
o

sen
k

o
 d

ep
en

d
ed

 o
n

 an
 

assessm
ent of w

hether or not he had 
provided inform

ation of great value 
on cases not involving O

sw
ald. F

rom
 

his prelim
inary review

, it becam
e 

abundantly clear that m
ost of N

osen-
k

o
's rev

elatio
n

s in
v

o
lv

ed
 eith

er 
w

orthless inform
ation or data about 

agents w
ho had already been com

-
prom

ised. T
he only seem

ingly valu-
able lead that N

osenko had provided 
concerned the theft of secret docu-
m

en
ts fro

m
 th

e co
u
rier cen

ter at 
O

rly A
irport by A

m
erican S

gt. R
ob-

ert L
ee Johnson. 

F
B

I d
efen

d
ers o

f N
o
sen

k
o
 h

ad
 

long argued that the S
oviets w

ould 
never have given aw

ay an agent as 
im

portant as Johnson just to estab-
lish

 N
o

sen
k

o
 as a d

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
 

ag
en

t. M
iler th

u
s in

stitu
ted

 a fu
ll 

investigation into the Johnson case. 
H

e fo
u
n
d
 th

at, y
ears b

efo
re N

o
- 

senko provided the inform
ation that 

identified the sergeant, Johnson had 
been arrested by ,m

ilitary authorities 
fo

r sellin
g
 p

o
rn

o
g
rap

h
ic film

s, at 
w

hich tim
e m

icrofilm
 of classified 

secrets w
as found in his possession. 

M
oreover, on several occasions his 

w
ife had told m

ilitary authorities of 
his espionage activities. 

M
iler concluded that the S

oviets 
h

ad
 ev

ery
 reaso

n
 to

 assu
m

e th
at 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 co

m
p
ro

m
ised

 
w

ell before N
osenko provided his 

inform
ation on the case. C

onsulting 
h
is tw

o
 sen

io
r research

ers, M
iler 

found that both independently had 
com

e to the sam
e conclusion. 

A
pprised of the evaluation of N

o-
senko, J. E

dgar H
oover realized that 

unless the verdict w
as im

m
ediately 

reversed, it could have very serious 
ram

ifications for his bureau. F
or one 

thing, it w
ould com

pletely destroy 
the credibility of the F

B
I's agent in 

the K
G

B
, code-nam

ed F
edora. F

or 
m

ore than six years F
edora, officially 

a S
o

v
iet d

ip
lo

m
at w

ith
 th

e U
n

ited
 

N
atio

n
s in

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
, h

ad
 b

een
 

supplying the F
B

I w
ith inform

ation ' 
about S

oviet espionage activities. In-
d

eed
, a larg

e p
art o

f th
e b

u
reau

's 
co

u
n
teresp

io
n
ag

e effo
rt h

ad
 b

een
 

built on F
edora's tips. 

T
o enable F

edora to convince his 
superiors in the K

G
B

 that he w
as an 

effectiv
e sp

y
 (so

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e al-

low
ed to return to N

e'w
 Y

ork), the 
F

B
I provided him

 w
ith a large num

-
ber of U

.S
. secrets. A

ll the classified 
docum

ents that w
ere used to "feed" 

F
ed

o
ra h

ad
 to

 b
e cleared

 b
y
 th

e 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

f D
efen

se, C
IA

, A
ir 



1
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F
o

rce, A
rm

y
, N

atio
n

al S
ecu

rity
 

A
gency and other concerned agen-

cies, and elaborate records had to be 
kept of the inform

ation provided to 
M

oscow
. 

F
edora, how

ever, had confirm
ed 

elem
ents of N

osenko's story w
hich 

th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 fo

u
n

d
 to

 b
e u

n
tru

e. If 
N

o
sen

k
o
 w

as n
o
w

 ru
led

 a frau
d
, 

then F
edora w

ould seem
 to be part 

of the sam
e S

oviet deception.* 
T

h
e co

llap
se o

f N
o
sen

k
o
's sto

ry
 

could, m
oreover, force a reopening 

o
f th

e in
v

estig
atio

n
 in

to
 O

sw
ald

's 
relatio

n
s w

ith
 S

o
v

iet in
tellig

en
ce 

p
rio

r to
 th

e assassin
atio

n
. H

o
o
v
er 

him
self had w

ritten in a m
em

oran-
dum

 to senior F
B

I officials: "T
here 

is n
o
 q

u
estio

n
 in

 m
y
 m

in
d
 b

u
t th

at 
w

e failed in carrying through som
e 

o
f th

e m
o

st salien
t asp

ects o
f th

e 
O

sw
ald investigation." N

ow
, if the 

C
IA

 p
ressed

 fo
r a rein

v
estig

atio
n
, 

all th
e F

B
I's o

m
issio

n
s an

d
 fail-

u
re

s in
 th

e
 o

rig
in

a
l se

c
u
rity

 
case in

v
o

lv
in

g
 O

sw
ald

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

d
red

g
ed

 u
p

 ag
ain

. T
h

u
s, H

o
o

v
er 

h
ad

 m
o

v
ed

 v
ery

 q
u

ick
ly

 after O
s-

w
ald's death to contain speculation 

about the assassin. 
W

ith
in

 th
e C

IA
 th

ere w
as also

 
hitter opposition to officially label-
ing N

osenko's story a K
G

B
 fabrica-

tio
n

. E
v

er sin
ce a K

G
B

 d
efecto

r 
nam

ed A
natoli G

olitsin had declared 
*L

a
te

r, in
 tin

t, F
e

d
o
ra

 to
ld

 th
e
 F

B
I th

a
t th

e
 

s
e
c
re

t P
e
n
ta

g
o
n
 P

a
p
e
rs

 th
a
t D

a
n
ie

l E
ils

b
e
rg

, a
 

D
e
fe

n
s
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t c

o
n
s
u
lta

n
t, h

a
d
 m

a
d
e
 c

o
p
ie

s
 

o
f S

a
d

 lx
ie

n
 p

ro
v
id

e
d

 to
 S

o
v
ie

t in
te

llig
e

n
c
e

 a
g

e
n

ts
 

a
n
d
 fo

rw
a
rd

e
d
 to

 M
o
s
c
o
w

. W
h
e
n
 H

o
o
v
e
r g

a
v
e
 

th
is

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
—

o
r d

is
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
—

to
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u

s
e

, it p
ro

v
o

k
e

d
 P

re
s
id

e
n

t N
ix

o
n

 in
to

 a
 s

e
rie

s
 

o
f ra

s
h
 a

n
d
 u

n
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
ry

 a
c
tio

n
s
, s

u
c
h
 a

s
 th

e
 

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

f h
is

 o
w

n
 in

v
e

s
tig

a
tiv

e
 u

n
it. 

2
2
0
 

that the S
oviet U

nion had planted an 
agent in the highest echelons of U

S
. 

intelligence, and had provided infor-
m

ation about a trip m
ade by V

. M
. 

K
ovshuk to W

ashington, D
.C

. (see 
pages 16o and r 61), A

ngleton and his 
counterintelligence staff had sought 
to find this "m

ole," or S
oviet pene-

tration agent. 
N

osenko
i  how

ever, had provided 
an answ

er to the puzzle of K
ovshuk's 

visit. H
e claim

ed that K
ovshuk had 

been his im
m

ediate superior in the 
K

G
B

, and therefore he knew
 that he 

h
ad

 co
m

e o
v

er to
 recru

it a fo
rm

er 
A

rm
y m

otor m
echanic to w

ork for 
th

e K
G

B
. A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 N

o
sen

k
o

, 
th

at w
as all: th

ere w
as n

o
 m

o
le. If 

N
osenko's explanation w

as accept-
ed, it w

ould serve to end the suspi-
cion of a high-level penetration of 
the C

IA
 and allow

 the S
oviet R

ussia 
D

ivision once again to concentrate 
its effo

rts o
n

 g
ath

erin
g

 d
ata ab

o
u

t 
the S

oviets. 
T

h
ere w

as also
 d

isag
reem

en
t 

w
ithin the S

oviet R
ussia D

ivision on 
h
o
w

 th
e N

o
sen

k
o
 case sh

o
u
ld

 b
e 

handled. L
eonard M

cC
oy, an officer 

in the R
eports S

ection, protested the 
co

n
fin

em
en

t an
d
 m

istreatm
en

t o
f 

N
osenko and the suppression of the 

inform
ation he had provided. • 

R
ichard H

elm
s, w

ho had becom
e 

d
irecto

r o
f C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce in
 

June 1966, believed the w
hole affair 

could be "explosive," and late that 
su

m
m

er h
e h

ad
 o

rd
ered

 h
is n

ew
 

deputy director, A
dm

. R
ufus T

aylor, 
to take personal charge of it. In the 
m

o
n

th
s th

at fo
llo

w
ed

, a series o
f 

su
d

d
en

 d
ecisio

n
s tu

rn
ed

 th
e case  

in
sid

e o
u
t. T

h
e rev

ersal b
eg

an
 in

 
S

eptem
ber 1967, w

hen N
osenko w

as 
abruptly transferred from

 the custo-
dy of the C

IA
's S

oviet R
ussia D

ivi-
sion to that of its O

ffice of S
ecurity, 

w
hich norm

ally took care of routine 
security precautions. 

T
h

e "P
u

rg
e" 

N
O

S
E

N
K

O
'S

 N
E

W
 H

A
N

D
L

E
R

 
w

as 
B

ruce S
olic. S

olie adopted a consid-
erably friendlier m

ode of interroga-
tion than had been used in the past. 
R

ather than confront N
osenko w

ith 
co

n
trad

ictio
n

s, h
e rev

iew
ed

 w
ith

 
him

 the m
ain points of his story that 

had been controverted and allow
ed 

h
im

 to
 w

o
rk

 o
u

t ex
p

lan
atio

n
s an

d
 

revisions. In this review
 he w

as assist-
ed

 b
y

 F
B

I ag
en

ts assig
n

ed
 b

y
 J. 

E
dgar H

oover. 
W

h
ile th

is rev
isio

n
 w

as tak
in

g
 

p
lace, th

e d
ecisio

n
 w

as m
ad

e to
 

tran
sfer so

m
e o

f th
e C

IA
 o

fficers 
resp

o
n

sib
le fo

r th
e in

d
ictm

en
t o

f 
N

osenko out of W
ashington to over-

seas assig
n
m

en
ts. T

h
e h

ead
 o

f th
e 

S
o

v
iet R

u
ssia D

iv
isio

n
, a R

u
ssian

 
sp

ecialist fo
r m

o
re th

an
 a d

ecad
e, 

an
d

 th
e d

iv
isio

n
's d

ep
u

ty
 ch

ief, an
 

ex
p

ert in
 S

o
v

iet co
u

n
teresp

io
n

ag
e 

w
ho had had a m

ajor role in interro-
gating N

osenko, w
ere reassigned to 

E
urope. T

hen, for reasons that m
ay 

or m
ay not have been related to the 

case, other Soviet specialists—
know

n 
w

ithin the C
IA

 as S
lays—

w
ho had 

h
elp

ed
 p

rep
are th

e case ag
ain

st 
N

o
sen

k
o

 w
ere d

isp
atch

ed
 to

 n
ew

 
positions. It w

as, as one counterintel-
lig

en
ce o

fficer p
u

t it, "th
e g

reat 
purge of the S

lays." 

F
in

ally
, to

 settle w
h
at issu

es 
rem

ained on the case, A
dm

iral T
ay-

lo
r ap

p
o

in
ted

 G
o

rd
o

n
 S

tew
art as 

"adjudicator." S
tew

art w
as a highly 

respected officer on the C
IA

's B
oard 

o
f N

atio
n
al E

stim
ates. R

ead
in

g
 

through the original coo-page report 
on N

osenko, he found its organiza-
tion like a prosecutor's brief, "long 
an

d
 ten

d
en

tio
u

s." It seem
ed

 to
 as-

sum
e right from

 the beginning that 
N

osenko w
as unquestionably a S

ovi-
et agent and then interpreted every 
d
iscrep

an
cy

 in
 h

is sto
ry

 as fu
rth

er 
evidence of this thesis. 

A
s far as S

tew
art w

as concerned, 
the evidence itself did not inelucta-
bly com

pel such a categorical con-
clusion. R

ecognizing that m
any of 

N
osenko's assertions w

ere blatantly 
false, S

tew
art saw

 no reason to con-
clu

d
e th

at h
e w

as an
 ag

en
t d

is-
patched by the S

oviets. H
e reasoned 

that it w
as possible for N

osenko to 
h

av
e lied

 ab
o

u
t a w

h
o

le ran
g

e o
f 

subjects and nevertheless be a legiti-
m

ate defector w
ho sim

ply w
anted to 

escape from
 R

ussia. T
he om

ission of 
details in his story m

ight be account-
ed for by a faulty m

em
ory. T

he fact 
that F

edora had confirm
ed som

e of 
the false elem

ents in N
osenko's story 

m
ig

h
t b

e n
o
 m

o
re th

an
 a cu

rio
u
s 

coincidence. H
e argued that the Sovi-

et R
ussia D

ivision had not proved its 
case against N

osenko, and even if his 
defection had been arranged by S

ovi-
et intelligence he w

as now
 a "burnt-

out case"—
useless to M

oscow
. 

M
eanw

hile, the O
ffice of S

ecuri-
ty

, n
o

w
 in

 fu
ll ch

arg
e o

f th
e case, 

(C
ontinued on page 2

2
4

) 
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b
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 d
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ill send you a copy of R
eader's D

igest 1978 
A

lm
a
n
a
c a

n
d
 Y

e
a
rb

o
o
k fo

r 
o

n
ly

 5
3

.9
8

 (p
lu

s
 4

3
1

 	 

receiv
ed

 an
 ab

rid
g
ed

 v
ersio

n
 o

f 
the S

oviet R
ussia D

ivision's report. 
T

hrough heavy editing, it had been 
cut by about 500 pages. W

ith assist-
ance from

 the F
B

I, S
olie w

rote his • 
ow

n report, rebutting w
hat w

as left 
of the original indictm

ent and com
-

pletely exonerating N
osenko. 

T
h
e research

 sectio
n
 o

f A
n
g
le-

ton's counterintelligence staff found 
th

e S
o

lie rep
o

rt to
tally

 lack
in

g
 in

 
logic. A

s the head of research subse-
quently explained, "It glossed over 
all the real counterintelligence prob-
lem

s, and fallaciously assum
ed that 

just because som
ething could have 

happened it did happen." M
iler put 

it even m
ore bluntly. H

e found the 
S

olie report "a w
hitew

ash." 
T

h
e fo

rm
er d

ep
u
ty

 ch
ief o

f th
e 

S
oviet R

ussia D
ivision also read the 

S
olie report. A

lthough he subm
itted 

a point-by-point rebuttal, it w
as nev-

er evaluated. 
F

inally, in O
ctober 1968, G

ordon 
S

tew
art, now

 the inspector general 
of the C

IA
, held a m

eeting of all the 
people still involved in the N

osenko 
case. Included w

ere H
elm

s, T
aylor, 

S
olie and others from

 the O
ffice of 

S
ecurity, the new

 head of the S
oviet 

R
ussia D

ivision and m
em

bers of A
n-

g
leto

n
's co

u
n

terin
tellig

en
ce staff. 

T
he inspector general found that the 

case against N
osenko had not been 

p
ro

v
ed

 an
d
 in

d
eed

 m
ay

 h
av

e b
een

 . 
seriously m

ishandled. H
e then pro-

posed that N
osenko be released and 

resettled
 so

m
ew

h
ere in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. 
S

h
o
rtly

 th
ereafter th

e O
ffice o

f 
S

ecurity m
ade arrangem

ents to buy 
.2

2
4
 

N
osenko a house in N

orth C
arolina. 

H
e w

as given an allow
ance of about 

$30,000 a year; he w
ould be granted 

U
.S

. citizenship. In return, he agreed 
th

at h
is ex

p
erien

ces w
ith

 th
e C

IA
 

w
ere to be a closely held secret. 

T
ravesty 

T
H

E
 Y

E
A

R
S PA

SSE
D

, but A
ngleton 

co
n
tin

u
ed

 to
 b

e in
trig

u
ed

 b
y
 o

n
e 

asp
ect o

f th
e N

o
sen

k
o
 case. In

 h
is 

o
n

g
o

in
g

 in
terv

iew
s w

ith
 th

e F
B

I, 
N

o
sen

k
o
 b

ro
u
g
h
t u

p
 certain

 cases 
that he had not m

entioned previous-
ly

. O
n
e, co

n
cern

ed
 a K

G
B

 o
fficer 

w
ho had tried to defect to the A

m
eri-

can
s in

 th
e su

m
m

er o
f 1

9
5
9
 b

u
t 

failed. In the position that N
osenko 

claim
ed to have had in the K

G
B

, he 
should have been intim

ately fam
iliar 

w
ith

 th
e d

etails o
f th

is p
articu

lar 

L
i l'' 	
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:i.. )) 	

-1
  '.1.. . 'N

.T
 . • -.=

 
(,.., 	

L., 	
i■

1 	
■■■■ 	

iv. %
a i........1

 

‘
V

i
i
i
L

■.;41.410 r. L
°d11400 

If you're like m
ost people, you enjoy sitting dow

n to a cup of 
hot coffee or tea. E

specially first thing in the m
orning. It tastes 

great and gives you a lift. 
B

ut if, as the day w
ears on, you som

etim
es find yourself having 

coffee or tea just for the lift, you should know
 about V

ivarin. 
V

ivarin is the gentle pick-m
e-up. T

he active ingredient that 
m

akes V
ivarin so effective is the caffeine of tw

o cups of coffee 
squeezed into one easy to take tablet. A

nd a V
ivarin tablet is m

ore 
econom

ical than tw
o cups of coffee. 

N
ext tim

e you w
ant a lift, pick V

ivarin. Ifs convenient, 
inpynonsive and it really w

orks. 
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case, y
et h

e h
ad

 n
o
t m

en
tio

n
ed

 it 
during his initial debriefings. 

W
hat m

ade this om
ission seem

 to 
A

ngleton both significant and sinis-
ter w

as that the blank had been filled 
in by N

osenko only in 1967, after tae 
R

ussians had reason to believe L
. -nit 

the C
IA

• w
ould have learned about 

th
is in

cid
en

t fro
m

 'an
o
th

er so
u
rce. 

T
his suggested the possibility InaL

 
som

e S
oviet-controlled source w

it, 
still su

p
p
ly

in
g
 N

o
sen

k
o
 w

:th
 zn

e 
answ

ers he w
as supposed to have to 

keep his story current. 
In D

ecem
ber 1974, the long ten-

ure of Jam
es A

ngleton in counterin-
tellig

en
ce cam

e to
 an

 ab
ru

p
t en

d
. 

T
he proxim

ate cause of his resigna-
tio

n
 w

as a fro
n
t-p

ag
e sto

ry
 in

 t.le 
N

ew
 Y

ork Tim
es by S

eym
our 

that exposed illicit dom
estic activizie, 
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of the C

IA
 in the 196os and cited A

n-
g
leto

n
, w

h
o
se n

am
e h

ad
 n

ev
er b

e-
fore appeared in connection w

ith the 
C

IA
, as one of those deeply involved. 

O
n D

ecem
ber 2

0
, W

illiam
 C

olby, 
the new

 director of the C
IA

, asked 
H

ersh to com
e to his office. H

ersh 
h

ad
 b

een
 co

n
cern

ed
, u

p
 to

 th
at 

p
o
in

t, w
ith

 d
o
ssiers th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 
been preparing on A

m
ericans as part 

of a dom
estic surveillance program

 
investigating links betw

een A
m

eri-
can

s an
d

 su
b

v
ersiv

e g
ro

u
p

s in
 E

u
-

ro
p
e an

d
 S

o
u
th

east A
sia. C

o
lb

y
 

assured H
ersh that there w

as noth-
ing illegal in this program

. H
ow

ever, 
he directed H

ersh's attention to the 
C

IA
's program

 of opening m
ail from

 
the S

oviet U
nion, w

hich he adm
itted 

w
as illegal and w

hich had been su-
p
erv

ised
 b

y
 A

n
g
leto

n
. H

ersh
 n

o
w

 
had an explosive peg for his story. 

C
olby had opposed the role of the 

co
u

n
terin

tellig
en

ce staff fo
r so

m
e 

years. B
y routinely questioning the 

validity of inform
ation supplied to 

the C
IA

 by double agents and con-
tin

u
ally

 su
sp

ectin
g

 th
at th

e d
ata 

m
ight be disinform

ation, A
ngleton 

had tended to inhibit the collection 
o
f in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 th

e S
o
v
iet 

U
nion and E

astern E
urope. 

A
fter H

ersh left his office, C
olby 

called
 in

 A
n
g
leto

n
 an

d
 h

is ch
ief 

assistants, including M
iler, and told 

th
em

 th
at th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
Tim

es 
w

ould be exposing their m
ail-open-

in
g

 p
ro

g
ram

. A
ll acco

m
m

o
d

ated
 

him
 by resigning. 

A
m

ong those "purged," as A
ngle-

to
n
 p

u
t it, w

e
re

 th
e
 a

u
th

o
rs o

f 
the counterintelligence review

s and 
216 

ev
alu

atio
n
s o

f th
e N

o
sen

k
o
 case. 

L
eonard M

cC
oy, w

ho had becom
e 

o
n
e o

f N
o
sen

k
o
's ch

am
p
io

n
s, w

as 
appointed the new

 research head of 
counterintelligence. N

osenko him
-

self w
as then appointed a consultant 

to this new
ly constituted counterin-

telligence staff. 
A

 year later John L
. H

art, a retired 
C

IA
 o

fficer, w
as g

iv
en

 th
e task

 o
f 

w
ritin

g
 a fin

al rep
o
rt o

n
 th

e N
o
-

senko case. In July 1976, he called on 
the form

er deputy chief of the S
oviet 

R
u

ssia D
iv

isio
n

, w
h

o
 h

ad
 left th

e 
C

IA
 four years earlier and lived in 

E
u
ro

p
e. T

h
e fo

rm
er d

ep
u
ty

 ch
ief. 

w
ho had devoted a large part of his 

career to
 th

e N
o
sen

k
o
 case, ask

ed
 

H
art if in his re-exam

ination he had 
read the division's goo-page report. 

"N
o," H

art answ
ered. H

e had not 
h

ad
 th

e tim
e. , 

"H
o
w

 m
u
ch

 tim
e w

ill y
o
u
 b

e 
spending on the investigation?" 

"T
h
ey

 w
an

t m
y
 rep

o
rt in

 six
 

w
eeks." 
T

he form
er deputy chief did not 

believe that it w
as possible for any-

one to review
 tapes of years of inter-

rogation sessions w
ith N

osenko, and 
th

o
u
san

d
s o

f p
ag

es o
f an

aly
sis, in

 
only six w

eeks. N
evertheless, he ex-

plained that he w
ould be w

illing to 
change his opinion about N

osenko if 
there w

ere som
e new

 evidence con-
firm

in
g
 h

is sto
ry

, su
ch

 as a m
o
re 

recent defector. H
art said that there 

had been no new
 evidence. 

T
hen w

hat w
as his reinvestigation 

based on? 
T

he "prevailing w
isdom

" w
as still 

the S
olie report, H

art replied. 

A
t th

is p
o

in
t th

e fo
rm

er d
ep

u
ty

 
chief realized that this w

as m
erely 

another attem
pt to seal the case shut 

once and for all. H
art, w

ho had not 
even read the goo-page indictm

ent 
ag

ain
st N

o
sen

k
o
, n

o
w

 w
an

ted
 an

 
im

prom
ptu statem

ent from
 the ex-

deputy chief on the case. "W
hy do 

you have to speak to m
e?" he said. 

"Y
o
u
 alread

y
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
at y

o
u
 are 

going to w
rite in your report—

N
o-

senko is innocent. D
o w

hat you have 
to do, but don't count on m

e to help." 
H

art returned to the U
nited S

tates 
and w

rote, his report. It concluded 
th

at N
o
sen

k
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 a g

en
u
in

e 
defector and that, therefore, the in-
fo

rm
atio

n
 h

e h
ad

 p
ro

v
id

ed
 ab

o
u
t 

L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald's not being in-
volved w

ith S
oviet intelligence w

as 
v

alid
. In

 th
e w

in
ter o

f 1
9

7
6

, 
12 

y
ears after h

is d
efectio

n
, N

o
sen

-
ko's bona 'ides w

ere thus assum
ed to 

be established. 

L
A

ST
 Y

E
A

R
 

I sp
o
k
e to

 M
iler, w

h
o
 

had just heard that his handw
ritten 

notes on F
edora and N

osenko had 
been destroyed after he left his of-
fice. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 retired

, M
iler still 

ev
id

en
ced

 d
eep

 co
n

cern
 o

v
er th

e 
acceptance of N

osenko as a legiti-
m

ate defector. H
e explained: "T

he 

net result is a travesty. It is an indict-
m

en
t o

f th
e C

IA
 an

d
, if th

e 
F

B
I 

su
b

scrib
es to

 it, th
at b

u
reau

. T
h

e 
ram

ificatio
n
s fo

r th
e U

.S
. in

telli-
gence com

m
unity, and particularly 

the C
IA

, arc tragic. A
cceptance of 

N
osenko's inform

ation as accurate 
and of him

 as a reliable and know
l-

edgeable consultant about S
oviet in-

tellig
en

ce an
d

 g
en

eral affairs w
ill 

surely cause innum
erable problem

s 
for incum

bent and future estim
ators, 

intelligence collectors and, especial-
ly

, an
y
 rem

ain
in

g
 co

u
n
terin

telli-
g
en

ce o
fficers. A

ccep
tan

ce o
f h

is 
inform

ation inevitably w
ill cause the 

acceptance of other suspect sources 
w

h
o
se in

fo
rm

atio
n
 h

as d
o
v
etailed

 
and supported even N

osenko's prov-
en lies and m

isinform
ation. A

ccept-
ance of N

oscnko throw
s the entire 

perspective about S
oviet intelligence 

out of focus." 
Finally, I discussed this assessm

ent 
w

ith the C
IA

 officer w
ho had origi-

nally developed the case against N
o- 

senko. H
e found it "grotesque" that 

a m
an w

ho had been judged a S
oviet 

disinform
ation agent in 1967 w

ould 
now

 be a C
IA

 consultant. W
ith N

o-
sen

k
o
 accred

ited
 an

d
 th

e co
u
n
ter-

in
tellig

en
ce staff p

u
rg

ed
, th

e C
iA

 
had truly been turned inside out. 2

2
7

 

T
ouch of S

pring 
Z

H
E

R
E

 A
R

E
 D

O
Z

E
N

S of exotic new
 kinds of flu but there is only one kind of 

spring fever. T
hat's the paralysis that sets in after you

've rushed outdoors to 
get aw

ay from
 everything that needs doing indoors and then rushed indoors 

to get aw
ay from

 everything that needs doing outdoors. 
B

ra
cke

n
 in

 F
a
m

ily C
ircle

 


