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to read short stories,
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' Eudora Welty tells how 5. 3?

with word about OswaId
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reallya Russxan plant? 77




_‘“travesty” and “‘tragic.” But;as Ed

The Secret World of N
ree Harvey Oswald. ™

By Edward Jay. Epstein, . _
lilustraled 384 pp. New York
Reader’s Digest Press/
McGroew-Hill Bogk C()mp(my.
$12.95. T

By KEVIN BUCKLEY .

[ !N Januvary 1964 when all kinds of * -
i 4 rumors about the real story be- ~
f:dhind the assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy were first beginning to -1+
be heard, a -high-ranking . Soviet -r
K.G.B. officer named Yuri Nosenko . '
approached the C.ILA. in Geneva w:th
some startling news. He had, he said,
personally.. supervised - the - entme
K.G.B.fileon Lee Harvey O>wa]d and
therefore knew everythmg there’ was
to know about the alleged assassin”
rc]anonshlp with Soviet intelligenc
He wanted to defeéct and he wanted to
talk. The C.I.A. promptly brought him
to the United States, where he. has
been ever since.,Now, under a.new
name, Nosenko livesa life: of afflus
ence and influence in North Carolma =
courtesy of the C.L.LA. The agency
bought him a-house, found him a’ job
and pays him an annual allowance of
$30,000. In retum he keeps hnsnnouth =T
shut. He also acts as a consultant for ~
the agency and the F.B.1. in ‘counter-
intelligence mattexs relahng o the
:Soviet Union. Some " current - “but
mostly former members of the C. I A
“consider this . state "of affairs ¥

ward Jay Epstein tells it in this fasci
nating, alarming and perhaps enors:
mously significant book, Nosenko has

) YR
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been a source of profound controversy
within the Government for: a long
‘time. Ty z
From the middle of 1964 Until . 1967
the C.L.A. quartered Nosenko‘in dif- *
ferent circumstances than he now en- = -* S :
joys. He was kept in'a single, padded room with noth and was corroborated by what yet another . Sov:et
ing more than a chair, abed anda washbasm 'He was. _agent,’ this one code named'“Fedora ** had been say-.
subjected to relentless mterrogauon in an effort t " ing. Fedora _was -Hoover’s, favonte agent ~and-, the
learn if anything he had been sdying was lhe truth. His’ -source of some of Hoover ] most \mponant counter-.
defenders were struck by the fact that some of hi _' ap:onage

formation answered questions which other, Sqviet, °."Fedora was'a triumph for Hoover in the same degree;

Lo

sources had raised. For example, an_ agént c codes
named ‘*Stone” had told American mtelhgence tha
there was a ‘‘mole,” or penetratjon;agent,’of thg::
K.G.B. working in the American system.- This.news .-
raised the specter of a Kim Philby-style betrayal of *
American intelligence. Nosenko identified.. : :
“mole,” and there was relief in some quarters Lhalthe ;}959 anq redgfe;ted:;n.’(l.g&l%2 ) Hoover wa} pIeased_
culprit was a low-level relatxvely harmless fi f‘gty:e‘ 7 o5 %Ms&A)ged as;an- unstable indiyidiala
J. Edgar Hoover championéd Nosenko's cred(lhty . actmg alone. If Nosenko was supported by Fedora,

"_that, for, example his. bureau’s handling | ot Lee Har-’c

vey Oswald before hel assassrhaifon of, Presxdent.

had defected- to Russ:a«;n*Oe!ober_[

and blunted the questions of those who doubted him. . ‘ Hoover was ready, mdeed eager to declare him a,
For one thmg, everythmg Nosenko sald corroborated . ~ genuine defector. 7 o lasa 3
- * o & 70 7~- Others in the mtelhgence commumty at first sus-:

Kevin Buckley, a former Newsweek forexgn-ﬁforre— .- pected and eventually firmly believed the oppasite. |

spondent, is a freelance journalist who has previously i T One.of them:Wwas:James:Jesus; ~Angleton, the former]
reviewed books on intelligence matters and V‘xelnarn ‘head 'of C.LAL" countenntelhgence and one:of the
for the Book RevVieW.oy 0w ius 3= vl can s L S _E‘A'.T“."l‘i}llﬁg'.ﬂ‘?.r.}.“?ﬁf 29‘1"’_;‘{?,“’5}“?‘1, brw_r_od_og__g.lé‘.




does not “tike a f‘nmj_,e Smiley, le
Curvé’s inaster spy, to sce that Angle-
ton was a principal source for Edward
Jay Epstein in piccing together this
whole story. Indeed; Angleton hy 1de
an art of patient planmng and recon-
struction.  He liked “to’ prachce
““elicitation” with defectors. He was
perhaps somewhat paranoid but also
very intelligent. More than anything,

1nen who would not be too far out of |
place in John le Carré’s *Cirens.” It

he was interested in measuring
whatever he had “elicited” from ani
agent against all the other avail: 1ble:
. information and then forming broad,
patterns. To . compress . Epstein’s
mellculously arranged nar ranve An.
gleton and othérs began to bdleve1
that Noﬁen\o was a liar. “ﬂney came to
believe that l’dlhEl‘ than bemg a genu—
ine_ defector,” he was ~in_fact
"dnsmformatnon “agent, sent by’ lh
K.G.B. to mxs!ead the Amencan Govd
ernment.  Moreover,.- by assembhng
information from many sources, they,
came to believe that Nosenko was just
one piece in a broader disinformation
strategy in which his falsehoods were
designed to dovetail with the falseq
hoods of other Sov:et agents o N

Then =="and now, as Epstenn sug3
gests t was 1mperat1ve to-resolvey
lhe confliét of interpretation of Nosem
ko. In 1967,-when Rnchard Helms was
director-- of . the: C.ILA,, .a curious
process began as Epstem tells it. No-j
senko-was released from- "hosule ind
térrogatjon.” : Fresh faces from the :
C.LLA. and, the F.B.L: were aSS|gned to
the case and they began knocking,
holes in’ -al report, that: had: already
knocked “holes™ in Nosenko 's. story
Gradually,m what-one counlenntelh-
gence ofﬁcer told Epstein was: “the
great purge of the.-Slavs,” all th :
doubters ‘were reass:gned and
new report ‘all the doubts were su _’
pressed;'..This proce'ss:‘ according ta
Epstein, reached a climax in Decem
ber 1974, when Seymour Hersh, an investigative r
porter for The New York Times, was about to revea
the details of the C.I. A ’s domestic espionage cam
paign."According to Epslem C.I.Al director Willia
Culby .“directed Hersh’s aftention to the C.L.A.’s pro-
gram of opening mail-from ‘the Soviet Union, which h
admitted was illegal and which had been supervis
by Angleton.’”’-Moments after Hersh left his office
Colby called i in Angleton and his chief assistants, told
them they were about to be. exposed in The New Yorkj
Times and quickly ‘obtained their résignations. “With
Nosenko accredited-and thé counterintelligence staff,
purged; the C.I:Ahad lru!y been lumed msxde out, ;
Epsteinvrités . X252 hu - 3

By itself, this account of the handhng of one defec!o
would be a fascinating and troubling story. But it
takes on explosive qualities when one considers wha|
Nosenko had to say about Oswald. His message was
clear. When Oswald defected to Russia in 1959 *'it was
decided that [he] was of no interest whatsbdever, so the

K.G.B. recommended that he go home to the Unitédy’

- -Continued on Page -354
7

_ whether or not what we know of*

Cuntinws-d fforn Page 7 -

States,” Nosenko tuld the (‘ 1A,
in Epstein’s account. **No nat-
ter how 1 may hate anyone [in
the K.G.B.], I camnot speak
against my convictions,”” No-
senko went on. **And since 1.
know this case, I can unhesitat-;
ingly sign off to the fact that the.
Soviet Union cannot be tied into
this in any way. * For a great
many reasons certain C.L.A.;
officers believed he was lying.!
Epstein summarizes their con-}
clusions: ““Nosenko was a
Soviet intelligence agent dis-
patched ‘'by the K.G.B. ex-
pressly for the purpose of deliv-
ering disinformation to the
C.I.A, F.B.I.and Warren Com-
m|<sxon AR PN

_As the countenntelhgence ex-
perts explored Nosenko's story,
they realized that *‘it coincided.
closely with the version Oswald.
gave in what purported to be a
diary found among his effects."”
In intélligence ~circles, a_
“Iegend" is. “'a false biogra-
phy,” to use Nosenko’s own suc-
cinct definition. Epstein quotes ,
a top-secret staff report to the i
Warren Commission to pose his {
central question: ** ... if Os- l
wald was an agent of the Soviet
Union and they together made!
up the ‘legend’ about thesei
events, we have rio way of inde-
pendently checking the truth of
the ‘legend.’ The question there-,
fore arises, how are we to assess

Oswald’s ‘real life’ is not just a-
‘legend” designed by the K.G.B.]

and consistently lived out by Os~
wald thereafter?" . :
_Epstein’s book does not an-
swer this question, at least not
conclusively; instead, it poses it
over and over again, while rais-
ing even more questions. The ul-
timate question, of course, is
whether or not Oswald was act-
ing under Soviet direction when
he shot and killed President
Kennedy. Epstein’seems to dis-{’
pose of this possibility’ ‘very
quickly: ‘“*Neither Angleton’s
shop nor the Soviet-Russia divi-
sion believed that Oswald was
acting under the control of}

' Soviet intelligence when he as-!

sassinated the President. (In!
fact, circumstantial evidence!
seemed to diminish the possibil-!

_ity)" he writes. “‘It seemed far!

more likely to both that the rela-:
tionship Nosenko was attempt-
ing to protect might be a prior
connection Oswald had had with
the K.G.B.” (Epstem mere]y
records the fact that it was JackJ
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